INTERSTATE COMERCE COMMISSION
wASHIKGTON

INVESTIGATION NO, 3027
MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
AT KANSAS CITY, MO., ON
STPTELBER 28, 1946

S

T e

T



= e

B
e

It e e

)

e

Rt IR T RPN RTS LT

S eFT AT e,
TS
TR

T

P

el iy

sy
75

T o TRy

& Sph Sl e A

ey,

Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accldent:
Equipmeﬁt involved:
Engine numbers:
Consist:
Estimated speeds:
Operation:
Tracks:

Weather:

Time:

Casualties:

Cause}
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SUMMARY

Miscgourl Pacific
September z8, 1948
Kansas City, Mo.
Side collision

Engine and cars : Engine

0449 : 1513
9 cars :
2 m. p. h. : £ M. P« Do

Dperatling rules

Yard tracks; tangent; level
Cloudy

7:10 p. m.

1 killed; 1 injured

Crossover switch being improperly

lined for intended movement of
engine
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INTERSTATE CONMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 3027

IN THE MATTZR OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCILENT REFORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

November 12, 1246

Accident at FEast Yard, Kansas City, Mo., on September 28,
1946, caused by a crossover switch belng improperly
lined for the intended movement of an engine.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONl

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On September 28, 1946, there was a 8lde colligion
between two engines on the Missouril Pacific Rallrosd at
Fast Yard, Kansas City, Mo.  which resulted in the death
of one employee, and the injury of one employee.
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lUnder authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com—
merce Act the above—entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission to Commissloner Patterson for considersation and

disposition.
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

This accideat occurred on that part of the Kansas
City Terminal Division designated as East Yard. In the
vicinity of the point of accldent two lead tracks, which
parallel one another, connect a clagsification yard on
the east and a car-repair yard and engine-~house yard-tracks
on the west. The lead tracks are designated from south
to north as tracks Nos. 1 and 2, which are, respectively,
6,903 feet and 3,315 feet long. The east switch of a
crossover, 205 feet long and designated as crossover 50,
which connectgs tracks Nos. 1 and 2, is about 2,950 feet
west of the c&st end of track No. 1. Crossover 50 is
facing-point for ecst-bound movements from track No. 1
To track No. 2. Movement of engines on tracks Nos, 1
and 2 are governed by operating rules. The accident
occurred at the fouling point of track No. 2 and crossover
50. From.the east track No. 2 is tangent throughout a
distance of 1,534 feet to the east switch of crossover 50
and some dlstence vestward. From the vest on track No.
1 there are, in succession, & 109 curve to the left 215
feet in length, a tengent 275 feet, a 6° curve to the
left 80 feet and a tangent 351 fecet to the west switch
of crorsover £0. Tre grade is practically level.

The switchstand of the west switch of croscover No.
50 is of the hand-throw lov-sgstand type. Neilther a target
nor a switch lamp or other illuminating device 1s pro-
vided on the,switchstand.

Operating rules recd in part as follows:

DEFINITIONS,
* % %
Restricted Speed.——Pfoceed prepared to
gtop short of train, obstruction, or any-

thing that may require the speed of a train
or engine to be rcduced.

* % ¥
106. Trains or engines using o siding or
vard track nust procesd at restricted speed,
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Descoription of Accident
Eangine 9449, Leaded eastward and pushing 9 cars west-

wara, was moving on track No. 2 at an estimated speed of

< miles per hour when the englne was struck by engine 19813 .

at the fouling point of crossover 50,

Engine 1513, headed eastward, was moving eastward on
track No. 1 at an estimated speed of 2 miles per hour when
1t entered crossover 50 ¢t the west switch and struck engine
2449,

None of the equipment was deralled, The cab of engine
9449 wns aemolished, anda the front end of engine 1513 was
consilderably camazed.

The weather was clouay and it was dark at the time of
the accident, which occurred about 7:10 p. m.

The engineer of engine 94492 was kllled, and the fireman
of thils engline was injured.

Discussion

A Tew minutes before the accident occurred, engine 9449,

vhded ecastward, had shoved a cut of cars westward from
track No. 2 tarough crossover 50 to track No. 1 thence to
the tracks of a car-repalr yard. After this movement was
completed the engline foremnn lined both switches of the cross—
over to normédl position. dJust before the accident occurred
one of the switcnmen of engine 9449 was in the vicinity of
the west switch of the crossover as hils engine was pusning
a cut of 9 cars westward on track No, 2. He saw engine 1513
approaching from the west on track No. 1, and, because he
dic not see his engine foreman line the vest crossover—
switch To normal position, he thou:ht the svitch was lined
for entry to the crossover. This switch is not provided
1th & tarzcet nor a switch lamp or other illuminating device.
The switchmen ¢id not exsmine the switch points to determine
Tthe position of the switch, and he erroneously lined the
switch For entry to the crossover. Tre otalur surviving
members of tne crew of c¢ngine 9449 were not aWware of the
actlon taken by thls switchman until after the collision
occurred. The engineer of enginc 9445 was killed. (‘

Engine 1513, headed eastward, was en route eastward

from the engine house to the freisht classification yard.
The crew of this engine consisted of the engineer and the
fireman. his engine stoppec on track No. 1 a snort distance
weet of the west switch of crossover B0 and waited several
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minutes until en<ine 9149 had comopleted switchiang movene-its
tnrough the crossover. The Tireaan of tr-oince 1513 cx2d e
The polnts of tne west cwitch of cross-ver BL a znort tine
ovfore che switcamrn of engine 341U cn.nged 1teg pocition,
anct soon afterva-d he siynaled nls enzyinecer to proceed fnd
Suen boorded his engine. The engirercn of englne 1713 aid
20t s.e the switciuman operate the weet crossover—uwitel,
AnG tacy were not ewore thet 1t wosg ot rroperly lined far
T..e 1ntended rovement of tneir en ine until thre cnilne
eatered the crossover. Then the cngincer cloged the
Llever and moved ohe ilnderendent breke volve to apolication
20¢ition, but the ccollision occurrea pefore the eawlne

and functlioned p~uperly.

If the emwitchetnd of the weet croscover—-switch aaad
been orovidec ~ivh o lomp o otasr 1lluminnting aevice, 1%
would have incicated t2 the enployeces involved tnot tne
switchh vas not properly lincd for the inteaded mrvement
of cn:zne 1713, ~ncd thic accideat could have been avericed.

C..l"du €

It is Tound tnat this ~ccideont wag caused by & croscg-—

over switecl belng lmproperly linca for the nteatcd move-
ment of an cngine.

Dated ot Washin.ton, D. C., this twelfth
Gy of Noveriber, 143,

By tae Comnisslion, Comniiss.oner Pcttereon.

(SEAL) Secretary.

could be stopped. The brakes of this englae had bren tested

Shrottle
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