INTERSTATE COMMTZRCE COIMISSION
VASHINGTOX

IFVESTIGATION NO. 2729

Th™ MISSCUNT TACIFIT RAILROAD COMPANY
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Railroad:
Date:
Location:

Kind of accident:

Engine number:
Conegist:
Estimated speed:
Operation:

Track:

Hignway:

Vieatner:
Time:
Casualties:

velse:

involved:
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SUXMARY

Miggouri Pecific

ember 1
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Jonnston City, I11.

o]

ags-electric 650

lotor cer, treiler

25 m. p. n. : 30 m. p. n.
Timetable and train orders

. 0~
Sinrle; 457! curve; 0.90 percent
Gescending grade westward

Tangeng; crceses track at angle
of C4 22'; 1.55 percent dsscend-
ing crade nertrverd

Clear

7:20 a. m. .

8 killed; 55 injured

Fallure to operate a Dassenger-
carrying venicle approacning
railro=d crossing at grade in

accordance witn requirements
of lav
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INTERSTATE COIMERCE COMMISSION

{5

INVESTIGATION NO. 2728

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT RZFCRTS ACT OF IIAY 6, 1910.

THE MISSOURI PACIFIC REATLROAD COMPANY

November 15, 1943.

Accident near Jonnstaen City, Ill., on September 19, 1245,
cauced by failure to operate a pasgsenger-carrying
venicle approacning reilroed crosceing at grade in
accordance with requiremente of law.

1
REPORT OF THE COMIMISSION

PATTERSON, Commiscsioner:

On September 19, 124&, there was a colliesion between
a passencer train of the Miscouri Pacific Rallrcad and a
bus at a grade crodsing near Jonnston City, Ill., wnicn re-
sulted in the deatn of 7 bus passengers and tne bus driver,
and tne injury ol 49 bus passengers, 3 train passengers and
& train-service emnloyees. Tais accident was investigated
in conjunction with representatives of the Illinois Commerce
Commission. ‘

oA

—

1yraer authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act tne avove-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for congideration and
disposition.
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Locetion of Accident and Metnod of Operation

Tnis accident occurred on that part of tne Illinois
Division extending between Jonnston City and Gornam, Ill.,
38.04 miles. In the vicinity of the point of accident this
was a single+~track line over wnich trains were operated by
timetavle and train orders. There was no block system in use.
Compass directions on the railroad are east and west. The
accident occurred 1,97 miles west of Jonnston City where thne
reilroad was crossed at grade by State Highway 37. From tne
east on tne rallroad there were, in succession, & compound
curve to the left 2,242 feet in length, the maxinum curvsiure
of wnicn was 6°05', a tangent 260 feet, and a 4°57' curve to
tne rignt 901 feet to tne voint of accident and 188 feet ve-
yond. Tne zrada for vest-bound trains varied between 0.52
percent and 1,00 percent descending 1,300 feet to tae point
of accident, and was 0.90 percent at taat point. Highway &7
crossed the track abt an angle of 94°922'. From the soutn the
nignvay was tangent a considerable distance to the crossing
and beyond. Tne grade for northn-bound venicles was 1,55 per-
cent descending 700 feet to the crossing. Tne nighway and
the crossing were 18 feet wide. The anlghay was surfaced with
concrete and the crossing witn aspnalt.

An advance warning reilroad-croscing sign was located 426
feet south of the ecrossing and 5 feet east of the nignway.
Tnis sign was a disk 30 inches in diameter mounted on a mast.
It bore two dilagonal lines intersecting at rignt angles at its
center and the letters "R. R." in black =nd in colorless re-
flector buttons. A standard crogss-buck railrcad-crossing sign
was located in the southeast angle of tne crossing 22-1/2 feet
soutn of the fTrack and 11 feet east of thne nighway. Tnis sign
was mounted on a mast and bore thne words "RAILROAD CROSSING"

in black and in colorless reflector buttons. A crossing-wnistle

sign for west-bound trains was located 1,274 feet east of the
crossing.

Operating rules of the railroed resd in part as follows:
l4. Engine Wnistle Signals.

wote.-The signrls prescribed are illustrated '

1

by "o" for short sounds; " " for longer sounds. ¥ ¥
Sound. Indicetion.

wox %

(1) 0 Approacaing public crossings

at grade. To be prolonged
or repeated until crossing
is occupied by engine or
car. % % ¥
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Article XII, of tne 1941 Revised lMotor Venlcle Laws of

Illinois, reads in nart as follows:

84. Certaln Vehicles st Stop at

all Railroad

Grade Crossings.- (a) The driver of any motor

venicle cer“yiﬂo passengers for nire, * * ¥  TDe-
fore croseing at grede any traock or tracks of a
railroad, cnall stop such venicle witnin 50 feet

vut not leegs than 10 feet from tne

nearect reail

of cucn railroad and wvhile so stopned snall listen

ard look irn botn directions along

any
tne approach of a train, * % %  an
ceed until ne casn do so safely.

sucn track for

approac.ing trein, and for signals indicating

d snall not pro-

Trne maximum autnorized speed for the passenger train was

50 miles per nour.

Decrription of Accide

nt

No. 836, a west-bound first- clasc

7:20 a. m., and, wnile moving ovor A .
1.27 miles west of Jonnston City at &r
miles ver nour, it was struck CJ a norv:

Tne bus involved was owned by tnae
Inc., of liempnis, Tenn. It bore Ternes

Kentucky liceace No. 85, I1linuic license No. H854, and I.

certificate o, 2R12, 1ine driver neld

pogsencer train, con-
sisted of a gas-electric-motor poccenger-c.or and a bﬁ””ﬂ”ﬁ—ﬂall
trailer-cer, in tne order named. ine equioment was of steel
construction, Tnis trein devnarted from Jcanston City about
gnway grade crossing

estimated speed of
_~uound passanger

Dixie Greynound Li
cee license No. 2D

Tennessee gpecial

25
bus

nes
81,
C.

’

cnauffeur's liz-nce No. 224059. Tne bus was a 1938, 4-wheel,

gir;le-motor, Yellow Coach model, equinped itz dual tires on

rear wneels, air-brakes on all wneels,
brake on tne drive snaft. Tne bus was
8 feet wide, and @ feet 10 inc:es aigh.

and a nand-operate
32 feet 10 incnes
It vreigned apvro

a

long,

xi-

-

mately 19,000 pounds and nsd sesating capacity for 3E passen{ers.
The =incésnield and the side windows were so arranged thnat

driver nad unrestricted view snead and

to eacn side. Tni

tne

s

veaicle vas moving northward on tne nignwey 2t an estimated
speed of 30 miles per nour wnen it etruck Mo. 336.

A vegt-bound train approacning on
seen by the driver of a nortn-bound v.:
distance of epproximately 500 feet.

tne railroad ccovld
izle tarousnout a

e

4
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The ovs struck tne left front side of tne first unit of
No. 338, und th.e unit was overturned to tne rignt and
stooped, considerably damaged, 111.5 feet west ol the cross-
ing. Tac T cnt truck of the sccond unit was derailed. Tne

frorz <ud o1 the bus was demolished and tne roof was sneared
fror ©.e¢ 2.2 sneets practically tne ertire lengtn of the
bug.

It we cleer at the time of the accident, whicn occurred
apout 7:77 a. m.

The corauctor, tne engineer and the oaggageman of No.
336 were injurzd,

During the 3)-day period preceding the day of tne acci-
dent, tne aversi;e fally movement of trains over tne crossing
was 5.7. During tne 24-nour period beginning 2t 8§ a. m.,
Septenber 22, 1,779 automobiles, 569 trucks, 22 busses, and

trains passed cver tine crogssing.

Discuesion

No. 386 was approrcning the crossing at an ecstimated
gpeed of 25 miles per hour in territory wnere the maximum
autnorized speed was 30 miles ner ncur. Tne vnigtle signel
for tne crossing was sounded irn comnliance witn tne rules.
Tre engineer saw tne bus approacning on tne nighwey about 500
feet soutn of tne crossing. "ael tne front unit of 2ls train
was a saort distance east o tne crossing tne sheed of tne

bus avpeared to be tco fast for it to stop snort of tne crcss-

ing. EHEe incress.d tne speed of ais trair in an unsuccessful
attempt to clear tuc croseing vefore tne bus reacned 1it.

Tne driver of tne bus was en experienced driver and was
familiar witn the rocute. He nad bcen off duty several days
orior to tne time ne stsrted the trip, and at tae time of tne
accident nac been on duty about 9 nours. Several vassengers
in the bug saw the train approaching tne crossing before tne
collision occurred, and, altnougn som- of them snouted or
scregined warnings, tne driver made no atltempt to =t n the bus
snort of tne crossing. Tne laws of tne state of Illinois re-
auire motor venicles cerrying passengers for nire to ~%tcpo
within 50 fect but not less than 10 feet from tne near: et
railroad track and not to proceed until it is safe to do so.
It could not be determined wny tne driver failed to take
action to stop tine bus snort of the crossing in accordance
witn this pProvision of the law, as ne was killed in tne
accident.
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Cause
It is found tnat tnis accident was caused by failure to
operate a vnassenger-carrying venicle approaching railroad
crossing &t grade in accordance witn requirements of law.

Dated at VWasnington, D. C., this fifteenth
day of November, 1943.

By thne Comunission, Commissioner Patterson.

W, P. BARTEL,

Secretary.
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