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Date;
Railroad
Location

Kind of accident

Equipment involved-

Train number:

Engine number:

Consist:
Estlmated speeds:
Operatlon-

Track

Eichway:

Weather:
Time
Casunltles:

Cause
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SUMMARY

February 12, 1954
Mlagsourl Pacifile

Towa Jct., La.

Collislon

Freight traln : lMotor-truck
880

Dlesel-electiric

units 4266 and

4270

43 cars, catoose

40 1, p. h. * 40 m p. h.
Timetable and train orders

Single, tangent, level

Tancsent, crosses track at angle of
56922, level

Clear
Q.05 a. m,
3 killed

Motor-truck occupylng rall-hlghway

crade crossing lmmedlately in front

of approaching train
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPCRT NO. 3557

IN THE MATTER OF MAKIVG ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPQRTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF KAY 6, 1910.

MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

March 10, 1954

B ]

Accldent near Jowa Jct., La., on February 12, 1954, caused
by a motor-truckz cccunylng e rall-hlchway grade
crogsing inmediatelv ir front of an approaching
train.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSIORN

CLARKE, Commlssioner:

On February 12, 1254, there was & colllslen btetween a
frelght traln on the Mlssourl Paciflec Rallroad and a motor-
truck at a rall-hlighway arade cressing near Iowa Jct., La.,
whlch resulted 1n the death of two traln-service employees
and the driver of the motor-truck.

1

Under authority of sectlon 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commlssion to Commigsicner Clarke for conelderatlon and
dlsposi tion,
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Logcation of Accident and Method of Operatlon

Thls accldent oceurred on that part of the DeQuincy
Divislon extending between Lake Charles and Willow Glen, La.,
93.19 miles. In the vieinity of the point of accident this
is a single-track line, over which trailns are operated by
timetable and traln orderg, There 1s no block system 1in use.
The accldent occurred on the main track at a polnt 15.65 mlles
eagt of Lake Charles and 0,85 mile west of Iowa Ject,, at the
polnt where the rallroad 1s crossed at grade by U, S. Highway
No, 20, In this vicinlty the rallroad extends from northeast
to southwest. The hlghway extends from east to west, Tlmetable
directions on the rallroad are east and wegt, and these
directions are used 1n this report. The rallroad 1ls tangent
throughout a distance of 3.28 mlles immedlately west of the
point of accident and 0.91 mile eastward. The grade 13
practically level, The southeast anzle of the lntersection
of the rallrocad and U. 8. Highway No. 90 is 56°22', The
highway 18 24 feet in wldth and 1s surfaced vith bitunlnous
material. It is tangent throughout a dlstance of 3,141 feet
immedlately south of the crossing and a considerable distance
northuvard. At the crossing a 4-inch by 10-inch timber 1s 1laid
on each slde of each rail, he remalning area of the
crossing 1g fllled with bituminous materlal, The surface
of the crossing ig level with the tops of the ralls. The
highway is practically level throughout a considerable
distance on each slde of the crossing.

A clrcular rallroad-crosslng advance-varning slgn 30
inches in diameter 1s located 21 feet east of the center-line
of the highway and 430 feet south of the track. Thls slgn 1s
mounted on a mast 4 feet above the level of the highway It
bears two dlagzonal llnes 1ntersectlng at right angles and
the letters "RR" in black on a yellow background. A slgn
bearing the wordg "STOP" and "Loulsiana Law" in red on a white
background, is located 25 fe<t east of the cénter-line of the
highway and 72 feet 6 inches south of the track. Thls sign
lg 3 feet 4 inches high and 4 feet 2 inches wide, It is
mounted on a mast 10 feet above the level of the hlghway
A flashing-light warning signal 1s located 20 feet cast of
the center-line of the highway and 15 feet south of the
center-line of the track. This signal 1s provided wlth two
hooded red lights mounted back-to-back at each end of a
horizontal bar which 1ls mounted on a mast aporoximetely 8
Teet above the level of the highway. The warning aspect
1s displayed by the alternate 1llumlnatlon of these lights
and by the contlinupous 1llumination of the word "STOP" in
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red letters below the llights., A standard cross-buck rall-
road-crogsing sign which bedrs the words T"RAILROAD CROSSING " .
in black on a white background, 1s mounted on the same mast

11 feet 6 inches above the level of the highway. A slpllar

slgnal 18 located in the northwest angle of trhe intersection,

The control clrcults are so arranged that both slgnals
automatically display warnlng aspects when an east-bound traln

ie occupying any portion of the track throughout a distance

of 1,584 feet immediately west of the grossing. A crossling- -
whilstle slgn for east-bound trains is located 1,370 feet west

of the crossing. S

A 1

This carrler's operating rules read in part as follows: -
14, Engine Horn of Whistle Signals, %'# #

NOTE,--The signals prescribed are 1llustrated by "o
for short sounds; "__" for longer squnds, * * %

Sound . Indication.

Approaching publiec crosslngs
at grade, (Standard sign will
deglgnate point at which
signal must begin,) To be
prolonged or repeated until
crossing 1ls occupled by
engine or car. % % #

* # %

17. Headllghts.-~The standard whlte headllight must
be dilgplayed brightly to the front of every traln by
day and by night,

’
?

“ % W

30. Ringing Bell. * #* % the englne bell must be
rung * ¥ * yhile approaching and passing public cross- .
ings at grade % # #*
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Laws of the State of Loulslana read in part as follows

Sec, 244, Vehicles transgporting explosives or
Inflammables

* % % the pwner cr operator of & vehicle transport-
ing Inflammable 1liquids shall not, except where he 1s
protected by a flagman then on duty, cross any railroad
without comlng to a full stop, before reachlng it, in
such manner and forr such tlme as to make certaln that
no train or other facllity is approaching, % #* %

% #* #

The maxlimum authorlzed speed for freight tralns 1s 45
miles per hour, )

Descriptlion of Accldent

No. 890, an east-bound thlrd-class freight traln, con-
glsted of Dlesel-electrlec units 4265 and 4270, coupled in
multiple-unit control, 43 cars, and a caboose. This traln
departed from Manchester, 7,45 miles west of the polnt of
accldent, at 8.50 a, m., 1 hour 20 ninutes late, and whlle 1t
was moving at an estluated speed of abtout 40 miles per hour
1t struck a motor-truck at a rall-highway grade crossing 15.65
ailes east of Lake Charles and 0.55 mlle west of Iowa Jct,

The vehicle involved was a tractor and semli-trailer
owned by the Taussig C11 Company, Inec., Lake Charles, La,
The drlver, who was the sole occupant, held Louisiana
chauffeur's license Yo, 31637-3. The tractor vas a 1253
model eight-c¢ylinder Ford., It was eauinped writh dual tires
on the rear wheels and with both mechanical and ailr brakes.
It bore 1953 Loulsiana license No, 130588. The seml-traller,
which bore 1953 Loulsiana llcense No. 411.121, conslsted of
a 60C-callon Hell tank mounted on tandem axles. Dual tires
were provided on the wheels. It was equipped with alr brakes.
The total length of the tractor and seml-traller was 46 feet.
At the time of the accident the cargo consisted of 5,940
rallons of Ethyl gasoline, The cargo wes loaded at Anbevllle,
La., and was to be delivered in Lake Charles. This vehlcle was
moving northward on U, S, Highway No. 90 at an estimated speed
of about 40 mlles per hour when 1t entered upon the crossing
and was struck by No. 8%20.
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The rear truck of the flrst Dlesel~electric unit of No.
890 was deralled at the crossing, This truck continued in
line with the track, and the traln stopped wilth the front of
the locomotlve 1,156 feet east of the polnt of accident. No
other unlt of the train was derailled. The front end of the
first Diesel~electric unit was damaged in the collision,
Gagoline escaplng from the tank of the seml-traller became
lenited, and the first Diesel-electric unit was badly damaged
and the second Diesel-electric unit was somewhat damaged by
fire. The tralin stopped with the twenty-thlrd car on the
crossing, The twentieth, twenty-first, and twenty-seoond
cars were destroyed, the twenty-third car was badly damaged,
and the nlneteenth and the twenty-fourth cars were slightly
damaged by flre.

The seml-traller was struck approximately 7 feet back
of the front end. The tractor and the front portion of the
semi-traller stopped 1n the northeast angle of the lnter-
sectlon., The rear portion of the seml-traller stopped 1n the
southeast angle of the intergection. The seml-traller was
demolished in the collision, and the tractor was destroyed
in the ensuing fire.

The englneer and the flremanh of No. 890 and the drlver
of the motor-truck were k1lled.

The weather was clear af the time of the accldent, which
occurred at 9:05 a. m.

During the 30-day veriod preceding the day of the
accldent, the average dally movement over the crossing
was 5,9 trailns. Durling the 24~hour perlod beglnning at
1201 p, m,, February 13, 1954, 4,307 automoblles, 641
trucks, 40 buses, and 2 other vehlcles passed over the
crossing,

Diesel~electrlc unlts 4268 and 4270 are of the road-
swltcher type. Each unit 1s equlipped-wlth 24-RL brake equlp-
ment and wlth a safety-centrol feature actuated by a foot
pedal,

Dliscuselon

As No. 890 was approaching the polnt vhere the accldent
occurred the englnemen were on the flrst Diesel-electric unlt,
the front bralkeman and the swlng brakeman wvere in the control
compartment of the second Dlesel-electric unit, the conductor
was in the caboose, and the flagman was 1n the cupola of the
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ohoose,  The brakes of tre “raln had been tested ot Lake
Chacsles Yard, 2,63 mlles cost of Lake Charles, and agaln at
Manctester afler cars were added to tThe train at that polnt.
Th2 Tront braxeman and the ewlng brakeran sald that the crade-
crossing whlstle signal wae souvnded as %he train approached
the crosslng wherce the accldsnt occurred, The memnbers of the
traln crew estlimated that the rpeed 8t thls time was between
o0 cnd 4¢ nlles per hrour, As the train closely approached
tre croselne the swing oruzenan and the flazman obgserved the
motor-truck approaching on the highway. They thourht the
truck wos moving at approximately the same speed as the
train.  When the swing brakeman saw *hat there was a possi-
Lillty of a collision he sgounded additional warnine si-nals
on the oneunatlec Liorn o” tre second Dissel-elsctric vnit, He
sa2ld that there appe.red %0 be no reduction in the speed of
the truck before the collialon ocourred., Both the swing
brereman and the fla-man sald trat an emercency brake aprli-
cation became ceffective 1mvedlrtely before the locomotlve
ctruck the truck,

A witness to the ngeident sald that bhe woae driving nortn-
ward on the hiclsay and wae about 1,/4 mlle berind the motor-
truck when the rceldent occurred. Ve rold thot he aaw the
aporonchlnge troein <nd wltnessed the 2celdent, but he did not
now vhether the fleshln~-lic-n%t warning sirmals were An
oreratlon or vnether tlie erade--crossing whls®tle siencl was
sounded. Two witnesses wao were nortrn of the crosgsinz sald
thnt the fleshinz-1lt-ht yarnlns sionelsg were operating properly
ac the tr-in anproached. One of these witnesses sald that
ke saw the truck anproscaine ~and that the driver did not
gwerve or Mike ny wep-rent attempt to (vold the colllsion.
This witneas did not znow whether the gracde-crogsing whilstle
sienal wag sounded. The otrer wlitness sald that the whistle
simnerl was sounded. lone of the witnesses noticed whether
the »esadlirht o: tne Tocowntlve was llichted.

The sienal mointolner sald that he last inspected the
varnirg siensls ot tne crossing 2 days before the accldent
occurred and thnat tie eignals wrere operatlng nropecly at that
tlme. The siwnel in the southecast onele of the intersectlon
was demnlished whea the colllsion occurred, The instrument
cace and c-bles vere destroyed by flre.

The laws of the State of Loulsi. na trovide that a vellcle
tromsporiins inflamsatle 1iquids must not eross a rallroad at
8 crogssine act »rotected oy A Tlacmon untll after the vehicle
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has been stonped and the driver nns assured himself that no

troln 1s appreoaciding., The driver of the motor-truck was

killed, and it 1s not »nown why he falled to stop before .
entering the crossing. Throuchonut a distance of 3,141 feet
imredietely south of the crossing, the driver of = north-bound
vebicle has an unohstructed view of an opproaching east-bound
traln throurhout a distonce of over 3 miles lmmedlately

woet of the crossing.

Cause
Thlig accldent vog ceuscd by a motor—-truck occupylng a
rall-nlghway frade craseing 1mmediately in front of an
approaching traln.

Dated at Washinginn, D. C., this tenth
day of March, 1954,

By the Commlassion, Commniassloner Clarke.

( SEAL) GEORGE W, LAIRD,

Secretarv,



