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SUMMARY 

Date : 

R a i l r o a d 

L o c a t i o n 

Kind o f a c c i d e n t 

Equipment I n v o l v e d ' 

T r a i n number" 

Engine number 1 

Consi s t 1 

Es t ima ted speeds : 

O p e r a t i o n -

Track 

Highway: 

Weather : 

Time 

C a s u a l t i e s 1 

Cause 

M o t o r - t r u c k 

F e b r u a r y 12, 1954 

M i s s o u r i P a c i f i c 

Iowa J e t . , L a . 

C o l l i s i o n 

F r e i g h t t r a i n 

890 

D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c 
u n i t s 4266 and 
4270 

43 c a r s , caboose 

40 T . p . h . 

T i m e t a b l e and t r a m o r d e r s 

S i n g l e , t angen t , l e v e l 

Tangen t , c r o s s e s t r a c k a t a n g l e o f 
5 6 ° 2 2 ' ; l e v e l 

C l e a r 

9.05 a. m, 

3 k i l l e d 

M o t o r - t r u c k o c c u p y i n g r a i l - h i g h w a y 
g r a d e c r o s s i n g i m m e d i a t e l y i n f r o n t 
o f app roach ing t r a i n 

40 m p . h . 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3557 

I N THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF KAY 6, 1910. 

MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY 

March 10, 1954 

A c c i d e n t near Iowa J e t . , L a . , on Feb rua ry 1 2 , 1954, caused 
by a m o t o r - t r u c k o c c u p y i n g a r a i l - h i g h w a y g r a d e 
c r o s s i n g l / x n e d i a t e l v i n f r o n t o f an a p p r o a c h i n g 
t r a i n . 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commiss ioner : 

On February 12 , 1954, t h e r e wa<s a c o l l i s i o n be tween a 
f r e i g h t t r a i n on the M i s s o u r i P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d and a m o t o r ­
t ruck a t a r a i l - h i g h w a y c r a d e c ross ing ; near Iowa J e t , , L a . , 
wh ich r e s u l t e d i n the dea th o f two t r a i n - s e r v i c e employees 
and the d r i v e r o f the m o t o r - t r u c k . 

1 
Under a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 17 ( 2 ) o f t h e I n t e r s t a t e Com­

merce A c t the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g 1 '-res r e f e r r e d by the 
Commission to Commiss ioner C l a r k e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
d i s p o s i t i o n . 
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Locat ion, o f Aopident and Method of Operat ion 

This accident occurred on that par t of the DeQuincy 
D i v i s i o n extending between Lake Charles and W i l l o w Glen, L a . , 
93.19 m i l e s . In the v i c i n i t y of the p o i n t of acc ident th i s 
i s a s i ng l e - t r ack l i n e , over which t r a ins are operated by 
t imetab le and t r a i n o r d e r s . There I s no block system in use. 
The acc ident occurred on the main track a t a p o i n t 15.65 miles 
east of Lake Charles and 0,55 mile west of Iowa J c t r i a t the 
p o i n t where the r a i l r o a d Is crossed a t grade by U, S, Highway 
No. 90, In th i s v i c i n i t y the r a i l r o a d extends from northeast 
to southwest. The highway extends from east to west . Timetable 
d i r e c t i o n s on the r a i l r o a d are east and west, and these 
d i r e c t i o n s are used in th i s r e p o r t . The r a i l r o a d I s tangent 
throughout a d is tance o f 3.28 miles Immediately west of the 
po in t of acc ident and 0.91 mile eastward. The grade i s 
p r a c t i c a l l y lev-e l . The southeast angle of the i n t e r s e c t i o n 
of the r a i l r o a d and U, S. Highway No. 90 I s 5 6 ° 2 2 ' . The 
highway i s 24 f e e t in width and i s surfaced i l t h bituminous 
m a t e r i a l . I t I s tangent throughout a d is tance of 3,141 f e e t 
immediately south of the crossing and a cons iderable d is tance 
northward. At the c ross ing a 4- inch by 10-lnch timber i s l a i d 
on each s ide of each r a i l . The remaining area of the 
c ross ing i s f i l l e d wi th bituminous ma te r i a l . The surface 
of the cross ing I s l e v e l with the tops of the r a i l s . The 
highway i s p r a c t i c a l l y l e v e l throughout a cons iderable 
d is tance on each s ide of the c ros s ing . 

A c i r c u l a r r a i l r o a d - c r o s s i n g advance-earning s ign 30 
inches In diameter i s loca ted 21 f e e t east of the c e n t e r - l i n e 
o f the highway and 430 f e e t south of the t rack. This s ign I s 
mounted on a mast 4 f e e t above the l e v e l of the highway I t 
bears two diagonal l i n e s i n t e r s e c t i n g a t r i g h t ang les and 
the l e t t e r s "RR" In black on a y e l l o w background. A sign 
bearing the words 11 STOP" and "Louisiana Law", In red on a white 
background, i s l oca t ed 25 f e e t east of the c e n t e r - l i n e of the 
highway and 72 f e e t 6 Inches south of the t rack . This sign 
i s 3 f e e t 4 inches high and 4 f e e t 2 inches wide . I t I s 
mounted on a mast 10 f e e t above the l e v e l of the highway 
A f l a s h i n g - l i g h t warning s ignal i s loca ted 20 f e e t east of 
the c e n t e r - l i n e of the highway and 15 f e e t south of the 
c e n t e r - l i n e of the t rack . This s igna l I s p rov ided with tiro 
hooded red l i g h t s mounted back-to-back a t each end of a 
ho r i zon ta l bar which i s mounted on a mast approximately 8 
f e e t above the l e v e l of the highway. The warning aspect 
I s d isp layed by the a l t e r n a t e i l l umina t ion of these l i g h t s 
and by the continuous i l l umina t ion of the word "STOP" in 
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red letters below the lights, A standard cross-buck rail­
road-crossing sign which bears the words "RAILROAD GROSSING", 
in black on a white background, Is mounted on the same mast 
11 feet 6 Inchea above the level of the highway, A similar 
signal is located in the northwest angle of the intersection. 
The control circuits are so arranged that both signals 
automatically display warning aspects when an east-bound train 
is occupying any portion o-f the track throughout a distance 
of 1,584 feet immediately west of the crossing. A crossing"*- ~ 
whistle ai-gn for east-bound trains Is located 1,570 feet west 
of the crossing. 

\ i 

This carrier's operating rules read in part as follows:'/ 

14, Engine Horn or Whistle Signals.'*'* * 
NOTE,—The signals prescribed are illustrated by "o" 

for short sounds; for longer sounds. * * * 
Sound. Indication. 

# # * 

(1) : o Approaching public crossings 
at grade/( Standard sign wll 
designate point at which 
signal must begin.) To be 
prolonged or repeated until 
crossing is occupied by 
engine or car. * * * 

* # # 

17. Headlights.—The standard white headlight must 
be displayed brightly to the front of every train by 
day and by night, 

# # # 

30. Ringing Bell. * * * the engine bell must be 
rung * * * while approaching and passing public cross­
ings at grade * * * 
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Laws o f the S t a t e o f L o u i s i a n a r ead i n p a r t as f o l l o w s 

S e c . 244 . V e h i c l e s t r a n s p o r t s n g e x p l o s i v e s o r 
I n f l ammab le s 

* * * t he owner o r o p e r a t o r o f a v e h i c l e t r a n s p o r t ­
i n g in f l ammable l i q u i d s s h a l l n o t , e x c e p t where he I s 
p r o t e c t e d by a f l agman then on du ty , c r o s s any r a i l r o a d 
w i t h o u t coming to a f u l l s t o p , b e f o r e r e a c h i n g I t , i n 
such manner and f o r such t ime as to make c e r t a i n t h a t 
no t r a i n o r o t h e r f a c i l i t y i s a p p r o a c h i n g , * * * 

* * # 

The maximum a u t h o r i z e d speed f o r f r e i g h t t r a i n s I s 45 
ml] es p e r hour . 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f A c c i d e n t 

N o . 890 , an eas t -bound t h i r d - c l a s s f r e i g h t t r a i n , con ­
s i s t e d o f D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t s 4265 and 4270, coup led i n 
m u l t i p l e - u n i t c o n t r o l , 45 c a r s , and a c a b o o s e . T h i s t r a i n 
d e p a r t e d f rom M a n c h e s t e r , 7.45 m i l e s w e s t o f t he p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t , a t 8 .50 a, m., 1 hour 20 minutes l a t e , and w h i l e I t 
was moving a t an e s t i m a t e d speed o f about 40 m i l e s p e r hour 
I t s t r u c k a m o t o r - t r u c k a t a r a i l - h i g h w a y g r a d e c r o s s i n g 15 .65 
m i l e s e a s t o f Lake C h a r l e s and 0.55 m i l e w e s t o f Iowa J e t , 

The v e h i c l e i n v o l v e d was a t r a c t o r and s ^ m i - t r a i l e r 
owned by the T a u s s i g O i l Company, I n c . , Lake C h a r l e s , L a . 
The d r i v e r , who was the s o l e o c c u p a n t , h e l d L o u i s i a n a 
c h a u f f e u r ' s l i c e n s e N o , 31637-S . ' The t r a c t o r was a 1953 
model e i g h t - c y l i n d e r F o r d . I t was eauipped w i t h dual t i r e s 
on the r e a r w h e e l s and w i t h b o t h mechan ica l and a i r b r a k e s . 
I t b o r e 1953 L o u i s i a n a l i c e n s e No . 1306B8. The s e m i - t r a i l e r , 
which b o r e 1953 L o u i s i a n a l i c e n s e N o . 4 1 1 . 1 2 1 , c o n s i s t e d o f 
aSOCO-ga l lon H e l l tank mounted on tandem a x l e s . Dual t i r e s 
were p r o v i d e d on the w h e e l s . I t was equipped w i t h a i r b r a k e s . 
The t o t a l l e n g t h o f the t r a c t o r and s e m i - t r a i l e r was 46 f e e t . 
A t the t i m e o f the a c c i d e n t the c a r g o c o n s i s t e d o f 5 ,940 
g a l l o n s o f E t h y l g a s o l i n e . The ca rgo was l o a d e d a t A b b e v i l l e , 
L a . , and was t o be d e l i v e r e d I n Lake C h a r l e s . T h i s v e h i c l e wa 
moving nor thward on U, S. Highway N o . 90 a t an e s t i m a t e d speed 
o f about 40 m i l e s p e r hour when i t e n t e r e d upon the c r o s s i n g 
and was s t ruck by No. 890 . 
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The rear truck of the first Dlesel-electrlc unit of No. 
890 was derailed at the crossing. This truck continued in 
line with the track, and the train stopped with the front of 
the locomotive 1,156 feet east of the point of accident. No 
other unit of the train was derailed. The front end of the 
first Diesel-electric unit was damaged in the collision. 
Gasoline escaping from the tank of the seml-traller became 
ignited, and the first Diesel-electric unit was badly damaged 
and the second Diesel-electric unit was somewhat damaged by 
fire. The train stopped with the twenty-third car on the 
crossing. The twentieth, twenty-first, and twenty-seoond 
cars were destroyed, the twenty-third car was badly damaged, 
and the nineteenth and the twenty-fourth cars were slightly 
damaged by fire. 

The semi-trailer was struck approximately 7 feet back 
of the front end. The tractor and the front portion of the 
semi-trailer stopped in the northeast angle of the inter­
section. The rear portion of the seml-traller stopped In the 
southeast angle of the Intersection. The seml-traller was 
demolished in the collision, and the tractor was destroyed 
in the ensuing fire. 

The engineer and the fireman of No. 890 and the driver 
of the motor-truck were killed. 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, which 
occurred at 9:05 a. m. 

During the 30-day period preceding the day of the 
accident, the average daily movement over the crossing 
was 5.9 trains. During the 24-hour period beginning at 
12-01 p. m., February 13, 1954, 4,307 automobiles, 641 
trucka, 40 buses, and 2 other vehicles passed over the 
crossing. 

Dlesel-electrlc units 4265 and 4270 are of the road-
switcher type. Each unit is equipped-with 24-RL brake equip­
ment and with a safety-control feature actuated by a foot 
pedal. 

Discussion 
As No. 890 was approaching the point where the accident 

occurred the enginemen were on the first Diesel-electric unit, 
the front brakeman and the swing brakeman were in the control 
compartment of the second Diespl-electrlc unit, the conductor 
was in the caboose, and the flagman was in the cupola of the 
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c a b o o s e , Tho b rakes o f t he t r a i n had been t e s t e d a t Lake 
C h a r l e s Y a r d , 2^63 m i l e s s s s t o f Lake C h a r l e s , and a g a i n a t 
Manches te r a f t e r c a r s v a r e added t o t he t r a i n a t t h a t p o i n t . 
Tho f r o n t bra&eman and t h e swing brake.Tan said t h a t the g r a d e -
c r o s s i n g w h i s t l e s i g n a l was Eounded a s the t r a i n approached 
the c r o s s i n g where t he a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . The members o f t he 
t r a i n crew e s t i m a t e d t h a t the ppeed s t t h i s t i m e was be tween 
ob and 4f m i l e s pe r hour,. As t he t r a m c l o s e l y approached 
tne c r o s s i n g the awing orLikenan and the flarrrnan o b s e r v e d the 
mo t o r - t r u c k a p p r o a c h i n g on the h ighway . They though t the 
t ruck was moving a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y the same speed as the 
t r a i n . When the swing brakeman saw tha t t h e r e was a p o s s i ­
b i l i t y o f a c o l l i s i o n ho sounded a d d i t i o n a l w a r n i n g s i g n a l s 
on the oneumdt lc horn o f tne .second L i e s e l - e l s c t r i c u n i t . He 
s a i d t h a t t h e r e appeared to be no r e d u c t i o n in t h e speed o f 
tne t ruck b e f o r e "the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . Both the swing 
br'-rcmsn and the f l a r m : m s a i d tha t an emergency b rake a p p l i ­
c a t i o n became e f f e c t i v e l r v ' o d l r t e l y b e f o r e the l o c o m o t i v e 
s t ruck the t r u c k , 

A w i t n e s s to the a c c i d e n t s a i d t h a t he « q d r i v i n g n o r t h -
' W d on tne highway and wa^ about l / 4 m i l e beh ind the m o t o r ­
t ruck when the a c c i d e n t o e c o i r r e d . ^e Fold tha t he saw the 
opp^or ' ch ln r t r a i n '-nd w i t n e s s e d tne a c c i d e n t , b u t he did no t 
m o w whether tho f l a s h l n ^ - l i ^ n t w a r n i n g s i m a l e were i n 
o p e r a t i o n o r whe ther the a r s d e - c r o s s i n g w h i s t l e s i p n a l was 
sounded „ Two w i t n e s s e s wno V P I - P n o r t n o f the c r o s s i n g sa id 
t h a t t h e f l e s h i n g - 1 ^ >-ht w a r n i n g r>l 0 'nels were o p e r a t i n g p r o p e r l y 
a° the t r - ' i n apnroachf-d, One o f t he se w i t n e s s e s s a i d t ha t 
he saw the t ruck a"opvoaciiini-» ^nd t h a t the d r i v e r d i d not 
swerve o r n i k e my o p p ^ c n t a t t empt t o >. v o i d the c o l l i s i o n . 
T h i s w i t n e s s d i d n o t know whether the g r n d e - c r o s s i n g w h i s t l e 
s i g n a l was sounded. The o t h e r w i t n e s s s a i d t h a t t he w h i s t l e 
s i g n a l was sounded. Tone of t h e w i t n e s s e s n o t i c e d whether 
the h e a d l i g h t o ; tne l o c o m o t i v e was l i g h t e d . 

The s i p n a l m a i n t a i n o r s a i d t ha t he l a s t i n s p e c t e d the 
warn ing s i g n a l s a t t n e c r o s s i n g 2 days b e f o r e the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d and t n a t the s i g n a l s were o p e r a t i n g m r o p c r l y a t tha t 
t i ^ e . Tne s i r n a l i n the s o u t h e a s t o n g l e o f the I n t e r s e c t i o n 
was d e m o l i s h e d when the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . The Ins t rument 
c a f e and cables v c r e d e s t r o y e d by f i r e . 

The l a w s o f t he S t a t e o f L o u i s i a n a p r o v i d e tha t a v e h i c l e 
t r a n s p o r t i n g i n f lam-iiaT: l e l i q u i d s must not c r o s s a r a i l r o a d a t 
a c r o s s i n g net p r o t e c t e d oy a f l agman u n t i l a f t ^ r the v e h i c l e 
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has been s topped and the d r i v e r nas a s sured h i m s e l f tha t no 
t r a i n I s a p p r o a c h i n g . The d r i v e r o f the m o t o r - t r u c k was 
k i l l e d , and i t i s no t v novrn why he f a i l e d t o s t o p b e f o r e 
e n t e r i n g the c r o s s i n g . Throughout a d i s t a n c e 1 o f 3 ,141 f e e t 
i m r . e d l o t e l y sou th o f the c r o s s i n g , the d r i v e r o f a nor th-bound 
v e h i c l e has an u n o b s t r u c t e d v i e w o f an a p p r o a c h i n g eas t -bound 
t r a i n th roughou t a d i s t a n c e o f o v e r 3 m i l e s i m m e d i a t e l y 
wes t o f "the c ross ing , , 

T h i s a c c i d e n t v s s caused by a m o t o r - t r u c k o c c u p y i n g a 
r a i l - h i g h w a y g rade c r o s s i n g i m m e d i a t e l y i n f r o n t o f an 
a o p r o a c h i n g t r a i n . 

Cause 

Dated a t y o s h i n g t o n , D, C , t h i s t e n t h 
day o f March, 1954. 

By t h e Commission ComniJs loner C l a r k e , 

( SEAL) GEORGE Hr LAIRD, 

S e c r e t a r v . 


