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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO. 3679

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTZ3 ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

March 30, 1956

Accident near Fults, Ill., on February 28, 1956, caused
by fallure to %tske reculred precautlons in the
operation of s track motor-car.

CLARKE, Commlgsioner:

On February 28, 13886, there was a rear-end colllsion
between a track motar-car and a passengsr train on the
Missourl Paciflc Ralliroad near Fults, I11., which resulted
in the death of one meintenance-of-way employee.

1

Under authorlty of sectinn 17 (2) of the Interstate
Commnerce Act the above-eniitled proceedling was referred
by the Commission to Comilrciloner Clarxe for conslderation
and dispositlon,
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Location of Accldent and Methond of Operation

Thls accldent occurred on that part of the Illinols
Division extending between North Ject. and Valley Jet., Ill.,
119,33 miles, Trains of the St. Louls Southwestern Raillway,
herelnafter referred to as the S5.8.V., regularly are operated
over thls portion of the reilrocad, In the vielnlty of the
volnt of accldent thls 1la a double-track ling, over which
tralns moving with the current of traffic are operated by
signal 1ndlcations, Tralns moving agalnst the current of
traffic are opcrated by treln orders., Crossovers connect
the two maln tracks at FI Crossover, Fults, and laeystown,
located, respectlvely, 71,62 mlles, 85.71 miles, and 91,39
miles north of North Jet. The accident occurred on the
southward maln tracks at a polint 87.10 mliles north of North
Jets, and 1.3% milas north of the station slgn at Fults,

The maln tracks are tangent throveliout a distance of 13,64
miles lamedlately soutua of the point of accldent and 2,65
nlles northvard, At the point of accldent the grade 1ls
level.

A set-off for track motor—cars is locatcd on the west
8ide of the sourthward maln track at a noint 1,41 mlles north
of the station sign at Fults,

Autematlc signal -337, governing south-bound movements
on the southwerd maln track, 1s located 36 fecet north of
the statlon slgn at Fults, Thig signal 1s of the color-light

type.
Thls carrler's rulcs for the operation of :track motor-
cars rcad in part as follows:

144, DProtection agalnst Tralns and Other Carsg.—

(a) Care and Cautlion.—In thec opcration of cars,
forcmen ¢nd others must move at all times wlth care
and caution necessary for safety, expecting tralns
at any time without notice =nd protceting rthen neces—
sary, uslng prescribed slgnals, Care must be cxerclsed
to avoid collision with trains * ¥ ¥ A]lcortness and
full usc of cycs ond cars arc lmportant.

% W

- {c-2) Tositive Train Information,—In torritory
authorlized by speclal instructions lssucd by Super-
lntendent, complcte and definite Information will be
1ssued by Traln Dispatcher for use of Maintenance of
Wey Forcmen 1n going to and returning from work,
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This posltive informatlion on tralns will be desig-
nated by the symbol "PX" and wlll be numbered con-
aecutively each day beglnning at midnight, % ¥ #*

# ¥ #
{f) One Man Face Rear.--"hen gang cars are running

on maln treck, at least one man must face the rear
and kKeep lookout for followlng tralns,

* ® W

The PX system of issulng line-ups 1s in effect in the
territory involved, .

The maximum nuthorlized speeds were 50 mlles per hour
for the passcnger train rnd 20 miles per hour for the track
mo tor-car,

Descriptlon of Accldent

Track motor-car C-12792, occupled by a section foremen
snd foubk sectlonmen, departed north-bound from Fults on the
southward maln track soon rftor 7:35 a. m, It proceeded
to a polnt approximately 2,200 feet north of Fults -nd was
stopped nt thot polint wvhile members of the sectlon force
performed malntenance vork. About 10 mlnutes later, vhen
thlis work was completed, the members of the sactlon force
ag~in boarded the track motor-car and proceeded northward,
Whils the crr wna moving ot an estlm~ted speed of 4 mlles
per hour theo rear 2nd w~s Btruck by No. 208 at o peolnt 1,38
miles north of the strotlon slgn at Fults.

No. 908, » north-bound S,5.%. flrgt-clags p-sscnger
trnin, consisted of B5.85.", Diescl-czlcetrice unlt 301, onc
prescnger sorviec box car, two baggrge cars, onc mnll-
cxpress cor, two co-ches, ond onc sleeplng car, ln the
order named, Thls trrin departed from North Jet, -t 6:14
o M., 1 hour 57 minutcs late, At Chceter, 57,77 mllcs
north of lorth Jet.,, mcmbers of the erow rocelved coplces
of traln ordor No, 16 rceding os follows:

NO 908 ENG SS' 301 HAS RIGHT OVER OPPOSING
TRAINS ON THZ SCUTHWARD TRACK FI CROSSOVER
TO CROSSOVER AT MAZYSTOWN,

The traln dcparted from this pelnt at 7:23 &, m,, 1 hoor
46 minutos 1~te, passcd Flinton, 1,46 mllcse south of FI
Crogsover, ot 7:37 o, m,, w-8 dlvorted to the southwara
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main track, and passed Prairic Du Rocher, ©,50 miles south
of the polnt of aceident nd the 1nst opct office, at 7:47
fe Mey 1 hour 44 ~=inut-g 1-t:o. "hilc 1% s moving ot a
speed ostimated rs from 18 4o 20 miles per hour 1t struck
track motor-cnr $-12793,

The track motor-car, 'ich tms not dorailed, wns mMoved
nortirrrd to the point at wrich the locomotive storpod, 321
fcet north of thce peint of colllsion, It w-s considorably
Camaged, The front ond of the lecamotive of Mo. G088 »ms
slightly demazod,

Cne scetlonman wves 11104,

The weethcr rag clonr ot thc time off the -=celd-nt,
vhich occurred about 7:37 -, m.

Track moter-car C-1272 1s of tne bolt-drive tyne ~nd
ts powered by © 1~crlindsr € to 13 norsconorcr “nglne, It
hos four-wheel brakes rnd e taulvpec t1ta o convos vind-
shield ~t trc frent ond, It -~wcigns 1210 nounds ond hes
geating ceop-eity for clght pcersons,

During the F0-d~y =»:riod prcccding the dey of the acel-
dent the avorrze daily movoemont in the vicilnaty of the voint
of zacerdent 1ms 70,1 trains, Jurinz this criod 12 trelns
were opcreted ~grinst the currunt of tr-ffie.

Discusgeclion

On the d~y of the aceldont the tr-in dlspatcher lssued
PX line-up No, 7 to the gpcroter at Volmeyer, S6,80 miles
nortk of North Jet., At 8:55 a, m,¢ Thig line-up reoad o8
folliows:

LATYTENANCE CF WAY FORELEN BITWZED Cli&0 CROSSING
ATD FI CRO3GOVIR, 7:30 A M, UNTIL 2:30 AL,

FESRPTUARY 28, 19586, E{TRA Er6 MCATE LEAVE FI
CROSSQVER 7:1C A,:. .C. €08 LEZ.VE rI CRCS30VIR
7r25 &,1,, UBITG SCUT=WARD TUAJD FI CROZS0V

TC CRCS3OVER AT TLaLVETC'M, "ORS IXTia 4366
WORKING O™ RCTH TTACKS DETTTIEN 3MED0 CRC33ING
AND FT 23D330V7EA, ’

G.lled C, Crossine g F£.30 miles north of FI Crosscver. The
foreman of trnc scetion force ~t Fults, vho w5 ~ resideont of
Volrmcyer, obtalnod ¢ copr of trls lins—un freom ths onperater
soon afteor 1t =g 1gsu:d and toon drove ta Fidte in hils
rutomobile.
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The sectlon force at Fults reported for duty at 7:30
a, m, The Toreman read the line-up aloud whlle two members
of hig force refueled the track motor-car, The members of
the force then boarded the track motor-car aond departed _
north-bound on the southward maln track between 7:35 and
7:40 a, m, The section foreman sald that at thls time slg-
nal 337 wag dlsplaylng a green aspect, which 1lndicated to
nlm that the southrrard main ftrack vas clear of trel+s
throughout a dlstance of approximately & milecs south of the
slgnal, The foreman wss ovncrating the track motor-zar from
a posltion on the l1eft slde at the rear, two sectionmen were
geated in front of him, and the other two members of hls
Torce were seated on tﬁe right slde of the track motor-car.
The sectionman on the right slde at the rear repularly was
assigned the duty of msintaining a lookout to the rear, and
the other necmbers of the force malntained a looxout ahead
and lnspected the track. The track motor-—car was stopped
for a pericd of 10 minutes or more at & polnt appreximately
2,100 feet north of the sectlon house rhile meabers of the
force made repairs at 2 rail Joint, The forcman zald that
no traln was in sight rhen members of hls force again boarded
the track motor-car and procceded northvard, Irom thls nolnt
the view of & train arproachling Fults from the south is ob-
scured by elevation of the tr-cks on a bridge approach vhilch
riges to the top of m levce at a point amproximately 1,800
feet south of the stetlon sign, The foreman sald that he
intended to have the track motor-car remaved from the track
at the sct-aff 1,41 niles north of Fults, The scctlonman
who was asslened to maintain a lookout to the rear sald
that he nad not heard the foreman read the line-up before
leaving Fults, FHe sald that as the car moved northiard his
attentlon ras diverted to an Inspecetion of the edj)acent main
track and he did not see the anoroachling train, The foreran
sald that he thoueht z lookout to the rear was belng main—
talned, He was unarmare that No, 208 wvas closcely appreoaching
untll ke turned toward thec rear and saw the locorotive approx—
Imately 400 or &00 feet distant. At the sare tlme he heard
the pneunatle horn soundzd. He immediately ecalled a warning,
and all exccpt cne rember of the seetlon force Jumped off
the track motor~car, The foreman cstinnted that the track
motor—car was meving at a spced of 6 to 8 mlles per hour
whon he first saw the a-proaching train and tact 1t wag
reduced to about 4 milcs per hour before the collilsion
accurred, The egectlonman wvho remesined on the track motor-
car was killezd,

'

Wa2n the aceldent occurred No, 208 was belng cperated
cver the southiard main track 1n ordcr to pass o ncrth-bound
frelght troin which woae operating cver the northward mein
track, As Mo, 908 was approaching the polnt where the
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accident oceurred the speed was about 50 miles per hour, as
estimated by the engineer. The enginemen were 1n the con-
trol compartment at the frontof the locomotive., The train
porter was 1n the fifth car, and the conductor and the Tlag-
man were 1n the rzar car. The headlight was lighted brightly,
The brakes of thilg traln had bcen testzd and had functionzd [/
properly when used en route. The grade—crossing whistle
slgnal was gsounded on the pneumatic horn of the locomotive

as the traln approached cach of sevoral rall-highway grade
crossings in the vicinlty of Fults. The cngincer sald that
he and the flreman saw what appcared to be men worklng on

the track at a distance of approximately 1-1/4 milcs. He

sald that when he became awarc that a track motor-car was
oceupying the southward main track he immedlately made an
cmergencey appllcation of the brakes and sounded the prncu-—
matic horn, He cstimeted that the lecomotlive vrag 600 or

700 feet from the track motor-tsr whcn the brakes wore arnplled
in cmergency, and he thought the spced was rcduccd to 18 or

20 miles pecr hour before the colllislon occurred,

Thc rules of this carricr govornlng the opcration of
track motor-cars providc thot forcmon and others must move
at all tlmecs wlth care and caution, cxvecting trains at any
tilme vlthout noticc 2nd protcecting when ncecssary, using
the prescribed signals, Care must be cxcreiscd to avoid
colllslon with trains, PX linc-ups contalning complctc and
definlte information are lasucd by the troin dispatcher for
the use of maintcnance—of-~way forcmen in this torritory in
going to and rcturning from work., ™“hcn gang cers are run-
ning on main track, at least onc man must fece the rear and
kecep loozout for followlng trains. In the instant cosc the
sectlon forecman obtnincd a PX line-up beforce the track motor—
car Cepartcd from Fults. Howcver, the caploycc who wes
asagigned the duty of ralnteining a loockout to the rear
diverted hls attontion elscwhorce. No other protcetion vas
provided agalnst followlng trains. No. 908 passcd FI Crosas-
‘over morc than 12 minutes aftor the time shown for 1t at
that polnt on the PX linc-up and struck the track rotor-car
at a point 98 fect south of the track motor-car sct-off
toward which 1t was moving,

During thc past 10 years the Commlsslon has ilnveati-
gated 64 collislons, including the present case, in vhich
track motor—-cars wcre lnvolved, Thesc accldcents resulted
in the denth of 94 persons and the 1njury of 182 pcrsons.
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Cause

This acecldent wos causcd by fallurc to takce reeulred
prceautions 1n the opcration of a track motor-car,

Datcd ot Woshington, D, C., thls thirticth
day of March, 1956,

By the Commigsion, Commlssioner Clrrkc.

{ SEAL) HAROLD D, McCOY,

Scerctory.



