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SUMMARY 

Date: 
Railroad: 

L o c a t i o n : 

K i n d o f a c c i d e n t ; 

Equipment i n v o l v e d ' 

T r a i n number: 

L o c o m o t i v e number; 

C o n s i s t : 

E s t i m a t e d speeds : 

On o r a t i o n : 

T r a c k s : 

Wea the r ; 

Time: 

C a s u a l t i e s : 

Cause: 

F e b r u a r y 28 , 1956 

M i s s o u r i P a c i f i c 

F u l t s , 1 1 1 . 

Rea r - end c o 1 1 i s i o n 

Track mo t o r - c a r 
C-12^9 

4 m. p . h . 

: P a s s e n g e r t r a i n 

: 308 

- D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c 
u n i t 301 

; 7 c a r s 

: 16-20 m, p . h . 

Movements w i t h the c u r r e n t o f 
t r a f f i c by s i g n a l I n d i c a t i o n s ; 
movements a g a i n s t t he c u r r e n t 
o f t r a f f i c by t r a i n o r d e r s 

Doub le ; t a n g e n t , l e v e l 

C l e a r 

7 :57 a. m, 

1 k i l l e d 

F a i l u r e to t ake r e t i r e d 
p r e c a u t i o n s i n the o p e r a t i o n 
o f a t r a c k no t o r - c a r 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3679 

I N THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

MISSOURI P A C I F I C RAILROAD COMPANY 

March 30, 1956 

A c c i d e n t near F u l t s , 1 1 1 - , on F e b r u a r y 28, 1956, caused 
by f a i l u r e to t a k e r e a u i r e d p r e c a u t i o n s i n the 
o p e r a t i o n o f a t r a c k m o t o r - c a r . 

CLARKE, Commiss ione r ; 

On F e b r u a r y 28, 1956, t h e r e v a s a r e a r - e n d c o l l i s i o n 
be tween a t r a c k m o t o r - c a r and a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n on t h e 
M i s s o u r i P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d near F u l t s , 111* , w h i c h r e s u l t e d 
i n t h e d e a t h o f one melntynance-of-x^ray e m p l o y e e . 

1 
Under a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 17 ( 2 ) o f t h e I n t e r s t a t e 

Commerce A c t the a b o v ° - e n i I t l e d p r o c e e d i n g was r e f e r r e d 
by the Commission t o Coiri i rs l o n e r C l a r k e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
and d i spo s i t i o n . 
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Loca t ion of Acc iden t and Method o f Operation 

This acc ident occurred on that pa r t of the I l l i n o i s 
D i v i s i o n extending between North J e t . and V a l l e y J c t . f 1 1 1 , , 
119,33 m i l e s . Trains of the S t , Louis Southwestern Rai lway, 
h e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d to as the S.S.W. , r e g u l a r l y are operated 
over t h i s p o r t i o n o f the r a i l r o a d . In the v i c i n i t y o f the 
p o i n t of acc ident t h i s i s a double- t rack l i n e , over which 
t r a in s moving wi th the current o f t r a f f i c are operated by 
s igna l i n d i c a t i o n s . Trains moving agains t the current of 
t r a f f i c are operated by t r a i n o r d e r s . Crossovers connect 
the two main tracks a t P I Crossover, F u l t s , and Maeystown, 
l o c a t e d , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 71,62 m i l e s , 85.71 m i l e s , and 91,39 
mi les north of North J e t . The acc ident occurred on the 
southward main tracj£ a t a p o i n t 87.10 mi les north o f North 
J e t . , and 1.39 mi l e s north of the s t a t i on s ign at F u l t s . 
The main t racks are tangent throughout a d i s t ance o f 13,64 
mi le s Immediately soutn o f the p o i n t of acc iden t and 2*65 
mi les northward. At the p o i n t o f acc iden t the grade i s 

• l e v e l , 

A s e t - o f f f o r track motor-cars i s l o c a t e d on the west 
s i de of the southward main track at a -oolnt 1,41 mi les north 
of the s t a t i on s ign a t F u l t s , 

Automatic signal*337, governing south-bound movements 
on the southward main t rack, I s l oca t ed 36 f e e t north o f 
the s t a t i on sign a t F u l t s , This s ignal i s of the c o l o r - l i g h t 
t y p e . 

This c a r r i e r ' s r u l e s f o r the opera t ion o f 'track motor­
cars read In pa r t as f o l l o w s : 

144. P r o t e c t i o n aga ins t Trains and Other Cars .— 

( a ) Care and Caut ion.—In the opera t ion o f cars , 
foremen and o thers must move a t a l l times wi th care 
and caution necessary f o r s a f e ty , expec t ing t ra ins 
a t any time without n o t i c e ond p r o t e c t i n g when neces ­
sary, .using p resc r ibed s i g n a l s . Care must be exerc ised 
to avoid c o l l i s i o n wi th t r a ins * * * A le r tne s s and 
f u l l use of eyes and cars are Important . 

* # # 

{ c - 2 ) P o s i t i v e Train In fo rmat ion ,—In t e r r i t o r y 
author ized by spec i a l ins t ruc t ions issued by Super­
intendent , complete and d e f i n i t e informat ion w i l l be 
Issued by Tra in Dispatcher f o r use o f Maintenance o f 
Way Foremen in going to and re tu rn ing from work, 
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This positive information on trains will be desig­
nated by the symbol nPX n and will be numbered con­
secutively each day beginning at midnight. * * * 

# # # 

(f) One Man Face Rear,—,,Then gang cars are running 
on main track, at least one man must face the rear 
*nd keep lookout for following trains. 

# # # 

The PX system of issuing line-ups is in effect in the 
territory Involved. 

The maximum authorized speeds were 50 miles per hour 
for the passenger train rnd 20 miles per hour for the traok 
motor-car. 

Description of Accident 
Track motor-car 0-1279, occupied by a section foreman 

and four sectlonmen, departed north-bound from Fults on the 
southward main track soon rfter 7:35 a. m. It proceeded 
to a point approximately 2,200 feet north of Fults and was 
stopped at that point while members of the section force 
performed maintenance iiork. About 10 minutes later, when 
this work was completed, the members of the section force 
again boarded the track motor-car and proceeded northward. 
While the err was moving at an estimated speed of 4 miles 
per hour the rear end w^s struck by No. 908 at a point 1,39 
miles north of the station sign at Fults. 

No. 908, a north-bound S.S.*T. first-class passenger 
train, consisted of S, S.11, Diescl-elcctrlc unit 301, one 
passenger service box car, two baggage cars, one mail-
express car, two coaches, end one sleeping car, in the 
order named. This train departed from North Jet. it 6:14 
r« m,, 1 hour 57 minutes late. At Chester, 57,77 miles 
north of North Jct», members of the crew received copies 
of train order No. 16 reading as follows: 

NO 908 ENG SS*? 301 HAS RIGHT OVER OPPOSING 
TRAINS ON THE SOUTHWARD TRACK FI CROSSOVER 
TO CROSSOVER AT MAEYSTOTO. 

The train departed from this point at 7:23 a. m,, 1 hour 
46 minutes l^te, passed Fllnton. 1,46 miles south of FI 
Crossover, at 7;37 a. m,, w-s diverted to the southward 
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main t r a c k , and p a s s e d P r a i r i e Du R o c h e r , c . 5 0 m i l e s south 
o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t nd the l ^ s t open o f f i c e , a t 7 :^7 
a. m . f 1 hour 44 n l n u t o s l a t e . T , "hi lc i t s moving a t a 
speed us t ima tcd as f rom I S to 20 m i l e s p e r hour I t s t r u c k 
t r a c k m o t o r - c - r 0 -1279 . 

The t r a c k m o t o r - c a r , uh i ch "as n o t d e r a i l e d , v i s ^oved 
nor thward to t h e p o i n t a t wh ich the l o c o m o t i v e s topped , 321 
f e e t n o r t h o f the p o i n t o f c o l l i s i o n . I t T,T-b c o n s i d e r a b l y 
damaged. The f r o n t end o f the l o c o m o t i v e o f N o . 908 **ns 
s l i g h t l y damaged. 

One sec t lonman was k i l l e d . 

The w e a t h e r wfis c l o a r a t t he t ime o f tht- a c c i d e n t , 
wh ich o c c u r r e d a.bout 7; 57 m. 

Track m o t o r - c a r C-1279 i s o f t n e b e l t - d r i v e t y p o -nd 
i s p o w e r e d by r 1 - c y ] i n d e r 6 to 15 nor$opO T r cr "ng inc . I t 
has f o u r - w h e e l b r a k e s rnd I s enuinpec T a t n a canvas w i n d ­
s h i e l d a t t he f r o n t < - ,nd. I t -reigns 1C10 pounds and has 
s e a t i n g c a p a c i t y f o r e i g h t p e r s o n s . 

During- the 30-day n r r i o d p r e c e d i n g t h e day o f the a c c i ­
d e n t the a v e r a g e d a i l y m o v o i j n t i n the v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t 
o f a c c i d e n t w i s 30 .1 t r a i n s . Dur ing t h i s o r l o d 12 t r a i n s 
w e r e o p e r a t e d a g a i n s t the c u r r e n t c f t r a f f i c . 

D i s c u s s i o n 

On the dny o f the a c c i d e n t the t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r i s s u e d 
PX l i n e - u p N o , 7 to the e p c r - t c r a t V a l m e y e r , 96 .80 m i l e s 
n o r t h o f N o r t h J e t , , n t 5:35 a. m. T h i s l i n e - u p road as 
f o l l o w s : 

liAINTETANCE OF VAX FORE-EN E E T ^ E T GM&0 GROSSING 
AND F I CROSSOVER, 7:30 A . K , UNTIL. 8 :30 A . K . 
FEBRUARY 28 , 1936. EXTRA 336 NORTH LEAVE F I 
CROSSOVER 7:10 A . M . TO. £08 LE.iV£ F I CROSSOVER 
7-25 A.:., USIT3 SCU^'-ARD TTA.Cn F I CROSSOVER 
TO CROSSOVER AT : ^ E Y S T C T f N . "ORF EXTRA 4366 
WORKING 0 M BOTH TRACKS BET"EEN S Z O CROSSING 
AND F I CROSSOVER, 

0 , C r o s s i n g i s 3c .30 m i l e s n o r t h o f F I C r o s s o v e r . The 
foreman o f t n e s e c t i o n f o r c e n t F u l t s , T'no- w - s ^ r e s i d e n t o f 
V a l m e y e r , o b t a i n e d a copy o f t h i s l i n e - u p f r^m t h e ^ o p e r a t o r 
soon a f t e r i t w ^ s i s s u e d nnd tnon d r o v e to Fu? t s In h i s 
a u t o m o b i l e . 

http://TTA.Cn
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The s e c t i o n f o r c e a t F u l t s r e p o r t e d f o r duty a t 7 ;50 
a. m. The foreman r e a d the l i n e - u p a l o u d w h i l e two members 
o f h i s f o r c e r e f u e l e d the t r a c k m o t o r - c a r * The members o f 
the f o r c e then boarded the t r a c k m o t o r - c a r and d e p a r t e d 
no r th -bound on the southward main t r a c k b e t w e e n 7:35 and 
7 :40 a . m. The s e c t i o n foreman s a i d tha t a t t h i s t ime s i g ­
n a l 337 was d i s p l a y i n g a g r e e n a s p e c t , wh ich I n d i c a t e d to 
nlm t h a t the southward main t r a d e was c l e a r o f t r a i n s 
t h r o u g h o u t a d i s t a n c e o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 m i l e s south o f t h e 
s i g n a l . The foreman was o p e r a t i n g the t r a c k m o t o r - c a r froTi 
a p o s i t i o n on the l e f t s i d e a t the r e a r , two sec t lonmen w e r e 
s e a t e d i n f r o n t o f him, and t h e o t h e r two members o f h i s 
f o r c e w e r e s ea t ed on the r i g h t s i d e o f the t r a c k m o t o r - c a r . 
The sec t ionman on t h e r i g h t s i d e a t the r e a r r e g u l a r l y was 
a s s i g n e d the duty o f m a i n t a i n i n g a l o o k o u t t o the r e a r , and 
t h e o t h e r members o f the f o r c e m a i n t a i n e d a l o o k o u t ahead 
and I n s p e c t e d the t r a c k . The t r a c k motor—car was s topped 
f o r a p e r i o d o f 10 minutes o r more a t a p o i n t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
2 ,100 f e e t n o r t h o f the s e c t i o n house w h i l e members o f the 
f o r c e made r e p a i r s a t a r a i l J o i n t . The foreman s a i d t h a t 
no t r a i n was I n s i g h t ' h e n members o f h i s f o r c e a g a i n b o a r d e d 
the t r a c k m o t o r - c a r and p r o c e e d e d n o r t h w a r d . From t i l l s p o i n t 
t he v i e w o f a t r a i n a p p r o a c h i n g F u l t s f rom the south i s o b ­
scu red by e l e v a t i o n o f the t r a c k s on a b r i d g e approach which 
r i s e s to the top o f a l e v e e a t a p o i n t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1,800 
f e e t south o f the s t a t i o n s i g n . The foreman s a i d t h a t he 
i n t e n d e d to have t h e t r a c k m o t o r - c a r removed f rom t h e t r a c k 
a t t h e s e t - o f f 1.41 m i l e s n o r t h o f F u l t s . The sec t ionman 
who was a s s i g n e d to m a i n t a i n a l o o k o u t t o t t h e r e a r s a i d 
t h a t he nad no t heard tho foreman read the l i n e - u p b e f o r e 
l e a v i n g F u l t s , He s a i d t h a t as the car moved nor thward h i s 
a t t e n t i o n was d i v e r t e d to an i n s p e c t i o n o f t h e a d j a c e n t main 
t r a c k and he d i d n o t s e e the a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n . The foreman 
s a i d t h a t he though t a l o o k o u t t o the r e a r was b e i n g m a i n ­
t a i n e d . He was unaware t h a t N o . 908 was c l o s e l y a p p r o a c h i n g 
u n t i l he turned toward the r e a r and saw t h e l o c o m o t i v e a p p r o x ­
i m a t e l y 400 o r 500 f e e t d i s t a n t . A t the same t ime he heard 
the pneumat i c horn sounded. He i m m e d i a t e l y c a l l e d a w a r n i n g , 
and a l l e x c e p t one member o f the s e c t i o n f o r c e Jumped o f f 
t h e t r a c k m o t o r - c a r . The foreman e s t i m a t e d t h a t the t r a c k 
m o t o r - c a r was moving a t a speed o f 6 to 8 m i l e s p e r hour 
when he f i r s t saw t h e a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n and t h a t i t was 
r e d u c e d to about 4 m i l e s p e r hour b e f o r e t h e c o l l i s i o n 
o c c u r r e d . The sec t ionman who remained on the t r a c k m o t o r ­
ca r was k i l l e d , 

"When the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d N o . 908 was b e i n g o p e r a t e d 
o v e r the southward main t r a c k I n o r d e r to p a s s a nor th-bound 
f r e i g h t t r a i n which was o p e r a t i n g o v e r the nor thward main 
t r a c k . A s N o . 903 was a p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t where t h e 
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a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d t h e speed v a s about 50 m i l e s p e r hour , e s 
e s t i m a t e d by t h e e n g i n e e r . The enginemen w e r e i n the c o n ­
t r o l compartment a t t h e f r o n t o f t h e l o c o m o t i v e . The t r a i n 
p o r t e r was I n the f i f t h ca r , and t h e c o n d u c t o r and t h e f l a g ­
man w e r e I n the r s a r c a r . The h e a d l i g h t was l i g h t e d b r i g h t l y . 
The b r a k e s o f t h i s t r a i n had been t e s t e d and had f u n c t i o n e d 
p r o p e r l y when used en r o u t e . The g r a d e - c r o s s i n g w h i s t l e 
" s igna l was sounded on the pneumat i c horn o f t h e l o c o m o t i v e 
as the t r a i n approached each o f s e v e r a l r a i l - h i g h w a y g r a d e 
c r o s s i n g s i n the v i c i n i t y o f F u l t s . The e n g i n e e r s a i d t h a t 
he and the f i r e m a n saw what appea red to be men w o r k i n g on 
the t r a c k a t a d i s t a n c e o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 - 1 / 4 m i l e s . He 
s a i d t h a t when he became aware t h a t a t r ack m o t o r - c a r was 
o c c u p y i n g the southward main t r a c k he i m m e d i a t e l y made an 
emergency a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e b r a k e s and sounded the pneu ­
m a t i c h o r n . Ke c s t i m s t c d t h a t t h e l o c o m o t i v e -"as 600 o r 
700 f e e t f rom the t r a c k m o t o r - e a r '-Then the b r a k e s w e r e a p p l i e d 
I n emergency , and he though t t h e speed was r e d u c e d to 18 o r 
20 m i l e s p e r hour b e f o r e the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . 

The r u l e s o f t h i s c a r r i e r g o v e r n i n g the o p e r a t i o n o f 
t r a c k motor—care p r o v i d e th^ t fo remen and o t h e r s must move 
a t a l l t imes w i t h c a r e and c a u t i o n , e x o e c t l n g t r a i n s a t any 
t i m e w i t h o u t n o t i c e ?nd p r o t e c t i n g when n e c e s s a r y , u s i n g 
the p r e s c r i b e d s i g n a l s . Care must be e x o r c i s e d to a v o i d 
c o l l i s i o n w i t h t r a i n s . PX l i n e - u p s c o n t a i n i n g comple t e and' 
d e f i n i t e i n f o r m a t i o n a r e I s sued by the t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r f o r 
t h e use o f m a l n t c n a n c e - o f - w a y fo remen I n t h i s t e r r i t o r y i n 
g o i n g to and r e t u r n i n g from w o r k . Vhen gang ca r s a r e r un ­
n i n g on main t r a c k , a t l e a s t one man must f s c e the r e a r and 
keep l o o k o u t f o r f o l l o w i n g t r a i n s . I n the i n s t a n t case t h e 
s e c t i o n foreman o b t a i n e d a PX l i n e - u p b e f o r e tho t r a o k m o t o r -
car d e p a r t e d f rom F u l t s . H o w e v e r , the employee who wrs 
a s s i g n e d the du ty o f m a i n t a i n i n g a l o o k o u t to t h e r e a r 
d i v e r t e d h i s a t t e n t i o n e l s e w h e r e . No o t h e r p r o t e c t i o n was 
p r o v i d e d a g a i n s t f o l l o w i n g t r a i n s . Ho. 908 p a s s e d F I C r o s s ­

o v e r more than 12 minutes a f t e r t h e t ime shown f o r I t a t 
t h a t p o i n t on the PX l l n c - u p and s t r u c k the t r a c k m o t o r - c a r 
a t a p o i n t 98 f e e t sou th o f t h e t r a c k m o t o r - c a r s e t - o f f 
toward which I t was moving* 

D u r i n g t h e p a s t 10 y e a r s t h e Commission has i n v e s t i ­
g a t e d 64 c o l l i s i o n s , i n c l u d i n g the p r e s e n t c a s e , i n wh ich 
t r a c k m o t o r - c a r s w e r e I n v o l v e d . These a c c i d e n t s r e s u l t e d 
i n t h e d e a t h o f 94 p e r s o n s and the i n j u r y o f 182 p e r s o n s . 
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{ SEAL) HAROLD D. McCOY, 

Secre ta ry . 

Causo 

This acc ident was caused "by f a i l u r e to take requi red 
precaut ions in the opera t ion o f a track motor-oar . 

Dated at Washington, D. C , t h i s t h i r t i e t h 
day of March, 1956. 

By the Commission. Commissioner C l r rkc . * * 


