INTERSTATE COIZ{ERCE COMMISSION

YTASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 2088
¥ISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
RZPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR EMRIGHT, TEX., ON
MARCH 21, 1947




Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Jind of accident:

Trains involved:
Train numbers:
Engive numbers:

Consistg:

Kstimated speeds:

Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

Migsouri Pacific
March 21, 1947

Enright, Tex.

Hea?+end collision

Freight

70

1106

47 cars, caboose

20 m. », h.

Inv-3086

Freight

395

334

6 cars, caboose

20 m, p. h.

Timetable end train orders.

Single; tangent; 0,2 percent
descending grade northward

Clear
9:26 a. m.

~n

8 injured

Overlapping of authorities of

two opposing tralns



a INTERSTATE COMMERCZ COMMISSIOH

INVESTIGATION NO, 3086

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, .1910.

MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
April 16, 1947.

Accidlent near Enright, Tex., on March 21, 1947, caused
by an overlapning of the authorities of two
opposing trains, s

’

. 1
REPCRT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On March 21, 1947, there.was a head-cond collision
betueen tc freight trains on the Missouri Pacific Rail-
road near Enright, Tex., which resulted in the injury of
six employees, -t )

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Con-
merce.Act the above-entitled proceeding wes referred by the
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition. '



o -

><:_.

O——O0—-=-0 -

I'art, Tex,

57+90 mi,

Valley Jct.

15¢10 mi,

Fountain

Te40 mi,

Bryan

7.60 mi.

Koppe

3'6L|' mil

1,56 mi,

Dnright

60’4—0 -mj-l

Cawthon

1040 mi,

Navasota

4E.50 mi.

o Spring, Tcx,

North sid1ng—sw1tch--u;"-ﬂ -

1,56 mi, ,j

Enright

Point of accident;

1
1
'

|
-
B SN
i
i

[
. -3
I »

€y
b0
(ol ) 4
o Lo
g N
o -
QN |

[
3
v

Tangent
245 mi,

«— To Spring

Inv. lo. 3086

ourl

Pacific Dollrocd

.
. 138

Enright, Tex.

tlarch 21, 1947



-3 - 3086

Location of Accldent and lethod of Operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Palestiae
Division extending between Spring ard ilart, Tex,, 158.5
miles, a single-track line, over which trains are operated
by timetable and train orders. There 1s no block system in
use. The accident occurred on the main track 66.86 miles
north of Spring and 1.56 miles north of the station at
Enrisht. From the south there are, in succession, a tangent
avout 2,5 miles in length, a 2° curve to the right 717 feet
and a tangent 282 feet to the point of accident and 5,321
feret northward. From the north there 1s a 2° curve to the
richt 1,442 feet in length, then the tangent on which the
accident occurred., The grade is 0.2 percent descending
northward,

Opcrating rules read in part as follews:

8~-72, Trains of the first class are
surerior to thosc of the sccond; trains
of the second class arc svpcrior to those
nf the third; % ¥ %

% i
204, Trailn ordera must Ye addregsed
ta those who are to execute them, naming

the place at which each is to receive
his copy, * ¥ %

LR
220, Train orders once in effcct continue
so until fulfilled, sumerscded or annulled,

Any part of an order spccifring a particular
movement may be elther suverseded or annulled,

w % W
FORMS OF
TRAIN ORDERS,

S-E,
Time Orders,

(1) No 2 Eng 32 walt at ¥ until 9 59 a m for
No 61 Eng 99. '
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The train first named must not pass the deslgnat-
ed point before the time given, unless the other
train has arrived. The train last named 1s required
to run with respect.to the time specified, at the .
deslonated point or any intermediate station where
schelule time 1s earlier than the time -specified in
the order, as before required to run with respect to
. The schedule time of the train first named, .

LI

-
e

Time Orders,

(1) No 1 Eng 39 and Vo 3 Eng 47 wait at
N until 9 59 a m

e % W

The train, or trains, nsmed, must not pass the
designated points, before the times given, Other
trains receiving the order are recuired to run wlth
respect to the time specified at the deslignated
points, or any intermediate station where schedule
time is earlier .than the time specified in the orcer, as
before required to run with respect to the schedule
time of the train, or trains, named,

S-M,
Annulling Port Of An Order,

(1) That part of Order No 10 reading No 1 Eng
35 meet Mo 2 Eng 45 at S 1s annulled,

L

On the lire involved the mazimum authorized speeds are
65 miles per hour for pessenger trains and 4% miles per hour .
for freizht trains,

Deserintion of Accliient

Train order No. .227, addressed to northward trains at
Spring, 65,3 miles south of Enright, and to southward trains
at Valley Ject., 35,3 miles north of Enright, was made complete
at 5:49 a, m, and read in part as follows:
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Motor Car R.O.1 works Extra B0l am,

until 6Cl pm bvetreen Cawthon and

Fountain protect against sccond and

third class traing % % % ,
No 70 eng 1106 wait at Cawthon until

945 am Koppe 955 am

Carrthon 18 6.4 miles south of Enricht, and Fountain and Koppe
are, respectively, 20.2 miles and 5.2 miles north of Enright.
There are sidings at Cawthon, Enright and Kopne. There 1s

no sidlang betrreen Enright and ¥Koppe., Train ordcr No. 231,
addressed to No, 70 at Navasgota, 16.8 miles south of Enright,
and to No. 395 at Valley Jdct., was made complete at 6:32 a., m.
and read in part as follows:

*

No 70 eng 1108 vait at
Enricht nintil 920 am
Konpe 930 am

w

for Yo 395 eng 374

Train order No. 238, addressed to Ho, 70 at MNavasota and to
Work Extra R.O.1 at Cauthon, wvas made complete at 7:48 a. n,
and recad in part ad follows:

That part of ordcr "o, 227
reading o 70 eng 1106 walt at
Cawtiion until 945 an

Kopmne 955 am is annulled.
No 70 eng 11C6 ralt at

Enright until 920 am

Kopne 030 an

% % %

for Worx Extra R.0.1
Thie ord;r wag not addressed to No. 3985,

No. 70,. a north-bound second-class freight train, con-
slefed of engine 1106, 47 cars and a caboose, The creuv of
tnls train rececived copies of train order No, 227 at Spring,
anl conieg of trailn orders Mo. 231 and Wo, 238 at llavasota.
No, 70 ceparted from Spring at 7:20 a. m,, 2 hcurs 15 minutes
latc, departed from Navasota, the last open office, at 8:55
a. mn., 2 hours 5 mirutes late, passed tlie north siding-siwritch
at Enright about 9:24 a. m., and vhile noviig at an estimated
spced ol 20 miles per lour it collicded vwith Ve, 395 at a
point 1,56 miles north of the sta*ion 2t Enright.
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No. 395, a south-bound third-class freight trailn,
consisted of engine 334, € cars and a caboose. The crevw
of tals train received conies of train orders No. 227 and
Mo, 231 at Valley Jct. No, 395 denarted from Valley Jct,
at 7 a. m,, 30 minutes late, denarted from Bryan, the last ’
oven office, 12.8 miles north of Enright, at 9:01 a., m., 48
1minutes late, passed the north siding-suitch at Konpe about
9:15 a, m., where it vould have been required to enter the
sidiag to meet No. 70 if caopies of train order. No, 238 had
been recelved by the crew, and while moving at an estimated
speed of 20 mlles per hour it collided uvith llo., 70 et a
point 3,64 miles south of Xorne.

The engines of both trainsg, the first car and the
fourteenth to sixteenth cars, inclusive, of Mo, 70, and the
first and second cors of No. 395 were derailed and damaged.

The conductor, the enzineer and two brakemen of No. 385,
nd the engineer of No. 70, end a trainmester who vras on No,

e}

a
385, were injured.

The weather was clesr at the time of the accident, ithich
occurred about 9:25 a, m,

During the 30-day period preceding the day of the
accldent, the average daily movement in the vicinity of
the point of accident wves 12,3 treins,

Discussion

Train order No. 227 authorized Work Extra R.O0,1 to work
betieen Cawthon and Fountain cnd included the requirement for
No. 70, a north-bound second-cless trcin, to walt at Cawthon,
6.4 milos south of Enrisht, until 9:45 c. m, and at Koone,

5.2 miles north of Enright, until 9:55 a. m, This train order
wes sent to the operator at Cawthon for celivery to the crew

of Vlork EZxtra R.0.1, to the operator at Spring for celivery

to the crews of aorth-bound trains, inciuding No, 70, and to
the opecrator at Valley Jct. for delivery to the crevs of south-
bound trains, including No. 395, a third-class train. hig
orier Aid not namecany train for wvhich No. 70 was reguired to
alt at the specified points and, under the rules, unless the
orccr vas annulled it requircd No, 70 to ait at thesc peints
until the expiration of the time specificd ot each polnv.
Later, train order No. 238, vwhich, among other things, annulled
that part of train order No., 227 requiring No, 70 to wait at
Carrthon until 9:45 o, m. ond at Xoppc until 9:55 a., m., uas
sent to the operector at Cawthon for delivery to the crew of
Work Extra R.C.1 and to the operator ~t Navasota for delivery
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to the crev of No, 70. Train order No, 238 -mas not senft to
the operctor at any office for delivery to the crew of No.
335, and this failure rcesulted in an overlapping of the
authorities of Ho, 395 and No. 70, as the crew of No. 395
held copies of train order No. 227 authorizing its train to
use time until 9:45 a, m, to proceed to Cavthon to meet lNo,
70, and the crew of No. 70 held copies of train orcer Wo,
238 annulling that provision of train order No. 227, These
trains collided about 9:26 a, m. at a point 7,96 miles north
f Cawthon and 1,56 miles north of Enright. Because of
vegetation on the inside of the curve immediately south of the
point vhere the accident occnurred, the members of the crew on
the engine of each train were unable to see the other train
more than a few hundred feet. The collision occurred before
cffective action could be taken to stop either train,

The train dispatcher understood that under the rules
the annullment order was required to be sent for delivery %o
the crews of all trains holding copies of the train order to
ve annvlled. He sald that when he issued the annulling order
he forgot that the crew of No. 395 held copies of train order
No, 227. He did not discover his error until after the
accident occurred.

Trains are operated in this territory by timetable and
frain orcders only, If an adeccuate block system had been in
use, tnese opposing trains yould not have been permitied to
occupy the same block simultaneously, notwithstanding the
failure to addrecss the annulling order involved to No. 395.

Cause

It is found that this accident was caused b7 an over-—
lapping of the authorities of two opposing trains,

Dated at Washington, D, C., this sixteenth
day of April, 1947,

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson,

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.



