INTERSTATE CNiT7CFCE COITIISSION

LA TIT AT AMAT
WADIIGTOY

INMVESTICATION NO. 2962
MIBSSOURI PACIFIC LINES
REPORT IM RE ACCIDENT

AT COADY, TEX., ON

DECEMB®ER 28, 194%F




Reilroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Trains involved;
Train rumbers:

Engine numbers:

Consist:

Estimated speed:
Operation:

Track:

Weatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

Recommendation:

SUMMARY

Missouri Pacific
Decembver 29, 1945
Coady, Tex.
Head-end collision
Passenger :
21 :

Flectric-traction :
car 220

Electric-ftraction :
car
15 m. ». h. :

£

Timetabnle and train

Inv-29

)]
av)

Passenger
12

Electric-traction
cer £24

Electric-traction
car

Standing

orders

Single; tangent; 0.C28 percent
ascending grade westward

8:36 a. m.

32 injured

Inferior train occupying main track
on time of opposing superior train

That tiie Missouri Pacific Lines in-
stall an adequate block system on
the 1line on which tnis accident

occurred



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2962

IN THE MATTER OF MAKIIG ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION RZPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENY REPORTS ACT CF MAY &, 1910.

MISSOURI PACIFIC LINES

Accident at Cozdy, Tex., on December 29, 1945, caused Dby
an inferior train occupyling tne main track con the
time of an opposing superior train.

1
REPCRT OF THE COMIITSSICN

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On December 29, 1945, there was a head-end collision
between two passenger trains on the Missourl Pacific Lines
at Coady, Tex., which resulted in the injury of 29 passen-
gers, 1 train-service emnloyec and £ employnses not on duty.

lUnder authority of section 17 (2) of tne Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled nroceeding was referred by thne
Commission to Commissiorer Pattzrson for consideration and
disposition,
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Locatior of Accident arnd Method of Operation

Tnis accldent occurred on the Goose Crzek Subdivision,

wilch extends between Goose Creek and McCarty Avenue, Houston,

Tex.,

26.17 miles, a single-track lire equipped witn an over-

head trolley system for the electric propulsion of trains, over
wnicn trains are onerated by timctable and train orders. Thsre
is no block system in use. At Soad3, 5.8% miles west of Coose
Creek, a siding 2,399 feet in lengtn parallels the mein tracx

cnl

tne soutn. Tne west switen of unis siding is 1,377 feet

west of the station. Thz accident oczurred con the maln track
241 feet east of the west siding-switcn. The main trsck is
tangent througnout s distance of 1.02 mlles weet of tThe point

of

accident end 1.17 milec eastward. The grede is 0.C39% porcent

ascending westward.

Operating rules read in part as follovs:

-71. A trein i1s superior to anotner train
by rignt, class or directiorn

Right is conferred by train crder; cless and
direction by time-table.

# % %

Direction is sunerior as between trains of
tne same class.

S-87. An infericr treir must keeo oubt of the
way of opposing superior tralns and fallinrg to
clear the main trock by thne time required by ruvle
must be protected ac prescribed by Rule ¢¢.

oW %

5-89. At meetling points, tre inferior train
must Takce the eiding and clear tne time of the
sincrior train rot less than five minutes * % #%

T2e inferior train must pull into the siding
waen practicable. If necessary to back in, it
must be protected as prescrived bty Rule 3¢



99. Wnen a trzin stops under circumstances
in which it may be overtaken by another train,
tne flagman must go bacxz immediately with flag-
man's signals a sufficlent distance to insure
full protection, placing two torpedoes, and when - .
necessary, in addition,- displarying lignted fusees.

L

The front of the train must be protected in
the same way wnen necessary by the forward train-
man or fireman.

Time-table special instructions provide that west-bound
trains arc suvncrior to east-~bound trains of the same class.

Tne maximum authorized sveed for the trains involved was
40 miles mer aour.

Descrioation of Accident

NMo. 21, a west-vouni first-class passenger train, consist-
ing of clectric~traction passenper car 520, passed Durham Yard,
1.95 miles east of Coady, ot 2:33 a. m., on time, stopped at
tne station at Cocady, and departed about £:35 a. m. Aboutl 1
minute later, wnile this train was moving at an estimated speed
of 15 miles per nour it collided witn No. 12 a3t a point 1,136
feet west of the station and 241 feet east of tne west siding-
switen at Coady.

No. 12, an east-bound first-class nassenger train, consist-
ing of electric-~traction passenger car 524, departed from
Hignlands, 4.05 milss west of Coady, at . 8:24 a. m., 1 nour 24
minutes late, passed tne west siding-switcn at Coady and had
Just stopped wnien it wes struck by No. 21.

Tne front end of the traction car of eacn train was badly
damaged. The front wnecels of the frent truck of traction c¢ar
520 were derailed.

Tnere was a dense fog at the time of the accident, wnicn
occurred about €;35 a, m. : I

Tne motorman of No. 21 was injured.

During the 30-day period prcceding the day of the accident,
the average dally movement in the vicinity of the point of
acclident was -44.9 trains.



Discussion

Tne rvles governing oneration on tnis line provile that an
inTerior train must kcep cut of thae way of ODDOSll” sunerior
treins, and inferior trains must gloar thne time of opvosing
regular trairs not less than © minvtes., I7F az iaferior train
fails to clear tae time of an ovwosing supsrior train, flag
protection must be provided.

Jo. 21, a wost-boundé firest-cless vasszarer train, was due
to leave Durnam Yerc, 1.2 2ilesg east ol Co2dy, ot Z:88 a, m.,
end Coady at %:3¢ a. m. The vest sviteh of sne sidirg at Cosdy
is 1,377 feet weet of the station, ornd, under the rules, Tne
scnedule time of regular trains a2t thals point applies at tne
switcn wnere an opposing inferior train enters the siding. No.
21 was supmerior to MNo. 12 Ty &i

.‘E

' -
L=

stricting the autnority of 1 -sith respzet to llo. 12 ha

o}

rection, and nc train order re—
. 21

bezr issued. Yo. 21 Poss,d Durnen Yeard at 8:33 a. m Suonped

[ ]
at thne station au UOcdf, Then proczedea, end about 8:386 a. m.
it collided with Yo. 10 at a pcint 241 fect cast of tns west
siding—switcA. .

As MNo. 21 was annrccening the point wncre tnie eccident
occurred the speed was about 20 miler per nour. Tac crew of
tnis train con51uued cf only a moto”““n io vas in the control
comnpartment at the front end of the ira c ion car. EBeceusoe of
dense fog, visibility wac metorially J"t“ict\“. The rotorman
of No. 21 did not see No. 12 a sufficicnt distence to permit

nim to take action to scon nis train.

No. 12 departed froo Zi,rlands, 4.C% mileg west of Coady,
at 8:24 a. m. The crew of inles trzin cconsicsted of only a
motorman. Tnis employze understood that 1T nis trein proceeded
to Coady for lNo. 21 it was rcguirced to Be into clear on tne
slding rot later than 8:31 2. m., and that flag protection was
reduired to be furnisnsed if nis Troain was not clear cof trhe main
frack a*% tne required time. The motormen ss=id that wihen ais
train was avproacning the west siding-switcnr ot Coady ne looked
at nis watcn and read the time as 2:31 a. 1 Becrusec cf tae
arrangement of the overread tSrolley at tne cast switen of tnc
siding, 1t ic easier to menipulate the trolley pole at thot
noint *"eP ot the weet svitcn, and the motormen intended to

operate the train to the east s'i*ch to cleer for Mo. 21. He
was conrident tnet sufficient tirsc remained for nis trein to
enter the siding at the erst switern to clear for e. 21 rnot
later than 38:8% a. m. Ec 2nd compered his weten witn 2 standard
clock about 14 nours prior to the occurrence of the nccidenvt,
and nie waten indicatcd the corrcet time. When No. 12 massead
tne west eilding-switcn tne spced vas about 15 miles per nour.
Socn afterward the motorman saw No, 21 approacning and he imme-
diately applied the broke. Neo. 12 had just storped when the
collision occurred,

=
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Treing are oonrq+ed in this territory by timetable and
train orders only. " Taip nceident might nave been prevented
if an adequate block system nad been in use,.since tnese
opposing trains would rot nave bcern oormittmd to occupy tne
seme blocii simultaneously. . - R

Ceuse @

It is found that thls accident was caused by an inferior
train occupying tine maiz track on tae time of an opposing
superior train.

Recommendation

It is rccommended that the Yissourl Pacific Lines install
en odequate block systcm on tne line on whicn this eccident
occurred.

Deted at Washington, D. C., tnis seventh
dey of February, 1946.
By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson.
( 1. P. EARTEL,
QTN A -
ur.;nL)
Sceretary.



