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BUMMARY
o

June 19, 1951
Missourl Paclflc
Rauxite Jct,, Ark,
Rear-end colllslon

Track motorecar ¢ Pasrengere=
M-2589 equlpment traln

: Extra 5324 North
! 5324
1 2 cars
Standing ‘ : 05 m, De he
Signal 'indicatlions
Double; tangent; level
Clear
10:25 a, m,
1 killed

Fallure to provide adequate protection
Por movement of treckx motore—car

That the Missourl Pacific Railrocad
Company provide adequate protectlon
for movement of track motorwcars on ‘
1ts 1line
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO. 3407

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

[{ISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

Aurust 3, 1951

——— b e it

Accldent near Baurite Jct., Ark., on June 19, 19561, caused
by failure to provide adequate protection for the
movement of & track motor-car,

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commigsloner:

On June 19, 1951, there was a rear-end colllslon
between a track motor-car and a nassenger—equipment traln
on the Missourl Pacific Railroad near Bauxite Jct,, Ark,,
whlch resulted in the death of one employee.

1
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the

Commission to 'Commissioner Patterson for conslderation and
dilsposition.



-l -
I ; _ _
: G o Nortn Little Rock, Ark.
YA | 1.84 ri,
: fg T o HH Tower
; = I 12,85 ni,
: 5 S o Alexander
I SR | 3026 mi,
Q bL ® 0 Bryant
1,910 ft., *é 3 | La4b ni .
: ; IR ¥ Point of accident
. F‘% Fj l 0055 miu
H w o Bauxite Jcb,
i § ! o &,11 mi,
nin accidom 0 Crossover
PR R?};:P.Q?.&.F.Q}Qé!ﬁ”..\ﬁ( IS | Oull mi,
: : o Benton
: : I 121,54 mi,
o Texarkana, Arks

Tgs‘g%f' - |
467 T, | TPt T %
' . T
To Beuxite Jete @ " 3604[

: — {Jest track
2,919 ft., ; 3.02 i

iest track

e s e e s i

-3
: North —s=

Report No, 3407
Missouri Pacific Railirocad

Rawxcte Jetes, Arke
June 1¢, 17:1




-5 = 407

Location of Accldent and Method of Operation

' Thlse accldent occurred on that part of the Arkansas
Division cxtendling between Texarkana and North lLittle Roclk,
Ark,, 146,05 miles, 1In the vicinlty of the polnt of accldent
this 18 a double-track line, over which trzins moving 1n
elther dlrection on either track are opeiroted by signal
indications. The tracks from cast %o west are designated as
east track and west track. The accldent occurred on the west
track at a point 126,64 miles north of Texarkana and £,919
feet north of Bauxite Ject. From the south there are, in
succesgsion, a 1°50! curve to the left 613 feet in length, e
tangent 529 feet, a 1°59' curve to the left 1,509 feect, and a
tangent 1,361 feet to the point of accident and 1,910 fect
northward, The grade 18 level at the polnt of accident,

Semi~automatic eignal 3682L and automatic signal 3666L,
governing north~bound movements on the west track, are located,
respectively, 4,67 miles and 3.02 milec south of the point of
accident., These signals are of the color-light type and are
continuously lighted, They form part of a traffic-control
system which extends between Texarkana and HH Tower, 144,21
miles north of Texarkana,

This carrier's operoting rules read in part as follows:

14, Englne Horn or Whistle Siznals, % * %

* % W

NOTE,--The sichals prescribed are illustrsted by "o
for short eounds; "__ " for longer sounds, % * ¥

Sound, Indication.

% % W

Thls signal must ¥ # % be
frequently sounded to worn
. trackmnen and other employes
wnen view 1s restricted by
* # # obgcure curveg ¥ % ¥
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Rules and Regulations for the Malntenance of Way and
Structures read in part as follows: .

143, Speed,--The speed of motor cars must not exceed
that at which the cars can be stopped within the limit
of safety * * * and must not at any time exceed * # %

Light Inspection Cars, Center

Load 25 miles per hour,
# % # ‘

144, Protectlion against Tralns and Other Carg,«~-

(a) Care and Caution.--In the operation of cars,
foremen and others must move at all times with care and
cautlon neccessary for safety, expecting -tralns at any
timc wlthout notice and protecting when necessary, using
prescribed slgnals. Care must be exerclsed to avold
collision wlth trains or other cars, Alertncss and full
use of eyes and ears are important.

(b) Operation in Fog, Storm, or at Night.--=Yhen
necessary to operate car * ¥ # yhere the view is
obgtructed in any way ¥* % ¥ gpecial care must be used,
and 1f conditions requlre, must proceed only under
flag protection. In case of doubt or uncertalnty, the
safe course must be taken,

(c¢) Train Information.--~Unon going to work and as
often as necescary thereafter, foreman and other operators
of carsg shall, when practicable, secure from telegrapher
ln writing, information showing the approximate time of
arrival at the station ut which information is secured,
of each traln moving at that time which may arrive within
the following three hours.

This information 1s for use in planning work in such
a vay as to minimize delays to traffic, and not as
authorlty to occupy the main track. Maln track may be
occupled by track cars only by full compliance with all

rules. .




-7 - 2407

In terrltory designated by the Superintendent, where
curvee may cause excessive delay’ to operation of caors,
speclal 1nstructions may be lssued providing for the
furnishing of complete and definlte information oh trains,
to be used by foreman in goinm to and returning from -rork,
Such informatlon, while positive wilth reference to tralns,
does not relleve foreman and others from using carc and
cautlon necesgsary for safety by use of eyes and ears,
observance of speed restrictionhs, and other rules to
prevent collision with track cers, obstructlons, vehlcles
at highway crossings, and énglrnes or cars within yard
1limlts. © e .

* #

(f) One Man Face Rear.-~When pang cars’ are running
on maln track, at least one man muct face the rear and
- keep lookout for following trains, :

* * »

156. Insulation,--Only insulated care must be used
wlthin track circuit limits,

The maximum authorlized speed for the passenger-equipment
traln was 75 mlles per hour, but it was restricted to 60 miles
per hour on the curve lmmediuately south of the point of
accldent, The maximum authorized speed for the traock motore
car was 25 miles per hour. ‘

Descfiption of Accldent.

Track motor-car M-2559, occupled by a signal maintainer
and a slgndl helper, departed north-bound from Benton, 121,54
mlles north of Texarkana, on the cast track about 10 a, m,
At a polnt about 2 mlles north of Benton it was removed from
the east track and placed on the west track, The motor—car
then proceeded northward, and about 10:25 a, m, 1t stopped
at a polint 2,919 Teet north of Bauxite Jct, Immedlately
af terward 1t was struck by Extra 5324 Morth,

Extra 5324 North, a north-bound nassenger-equipment traln,
consigted of englne 5324 and two coaches., This train passed
BJ Crossover, 0.44 mile north of Benton, at 10:19 a. m.,
passed slngnals 3682L and 366A8L, which displayed aspects to
proceed, passed Bauxlte Jct., at 10:24 a, m,, and while moving
at an estimated speed of 35 miles per hour it struck tracx
mo tor-car M-25859, '
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Track motor~car M-2589 stopped 70 feet north of the
point of accident and against the right-of~-way fence on the
west side of the track, It was demollshed. Extra 5324 North .
stonped with the front of the englne about 900 feet north
of the polnt of accldent. The pilot of the engine was
slightly damared,

The slpnal maintainer wae killed,

The weather was clear at the time of the accldent, which
occurred about 10:25 a, m,

Track motor-car M-~2559 was of the 4~wheel type and welghed
40 pounds. It was powercd by a 5-f horse-pover gasolline
motor and was eaqulpped wlth 4-vheel brakes, It was lnsulated
to prevent it from shunting track circults,.

During the 30-day nerlod preceding the day of the accident
the average dally movement in the viecinlty of the point of
accldent was 35,26 trains,

Discugslon

In the vicinity of the polnt of accident trains are
operated in eslther dirscctlion on elthrr track by slgaal indlcatlons,
Traln movemrents between elznnl 3882L and HH Tower are controlled
by the operator at HH Tower under the dlrection of the traln
dispatciacr. The operetor at HH Tower sald that i1t is customary
for the traln dlspatcher to lagsuc a line-up of traln move-
mente about 6:40 a, m, each day an information to the opecrators
of track notor—cars, The operators of track motor-cars in
this territory then call the operator at HH Tower at lntervals
during the day and request a reviged llne-up or laformatlon
as (o the locution of a particular traln, When the operator
at HH Tower recelves such a request, he obtalns the desired
Information from the traln dispatcher.

Shortly after .£ a, m, on the day of the accldent the
slmnal malntalner at Benton informed the operator at HH Tower
that he desired to onerante his track motor-car from Benton
to Alexander, 9,82 mlles north of Benton. The operator
instructed him to follow No, 272, a north-bound freight train, .
from Benton, The operator also gave him a llne-up of several
southebound trzins which were in the vicinity, but did not
mention the movement of Extra 5324 Morth. The slenal
maintaliner then procesded to Alexander and returned to Benton
on a routine inspectlon trip, About 9:45 a, wm,, after the
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gipnal malntainer returned to Benton, the operator at HH Tower
informed him that the light was not displayed in a signal

at Bryant, 6,56 miles ncrth of Benton, The signal maintalner
repllied that he wonld attend to the 1ight, but he did not
request a llne~-up of traln movements., The operator understood
from this conversation that the signal maintalner did not
intend to leave Benton immediately, and he did not offer any
information as to traln movements, The slgnal helper sald
that when the slgnal malntalner lef't the telephone he
Instructed the helper to place the track motor-car on the
track and to accompany him to Bryant %o inspect a slgnal,

The signal maintalner did not give the helper any lnformation
as to cxpected traln mevements. These cmployees departed
north-bound from Benvton on the east track, About 2 miles
north of Ben%ton they nlaced the track motor-car on the west
track because maintenance-of-way cmployees were surfacing

the east track at that polnt, The slgnal heiper sald that

as the track motor-—car was approachling the point where the
accldent occurred tke speed was about £0 miles per hour,
Because of track curvature and veretation along the track,

he dld not observe Extra 5324 North untll the train was about
1,700 feet distant. He immedlately warned the signal
malntalner, and he thoucght that the track motor-car was
stopped wlithin a distance of about 275 feet, The colllslon
occurred several seconds later and before the track motor-car
could be removed from the track., The signal helper did not
hear a warning whistle sounded before he observed Extra

5324 North, but he sald he probably could not have heard

a warning whistle because of the noige from the track

mo tor-~car.

As Extra 5324 North was aporoaching the point where the
accldent occurred the speed was about 55 miles per hour. The
members of the crew had recelved no information that the track
ahead was occupied by a track motor-car, The englnemen were
maintaining a lookout ahead from thelr poslitions in the cab of
the engine, and the members of the traln crew were in varlous
locatlong 1n the cars of the train. The brakes of tne train
had been tested and had functioned properly when used en
route, The enginemen sald that the prescribed whistie signal
was sounded contlnuously from the time the train entered the
curve to the left lmmediately south of the point of accident
until the fireman observed the track motor-car ahead., The
fireman thought that at this time the track motor-car was
about 1,200 feet distant. He ilmmediately warned the engineer,
and the cngineer made an emergency application of the brakes
and sounded a serlies of short blasts on the engine whistle,
The enginemen sald that the speed of the train had been reduced
to about 35 miles per hour when the collision occurred.
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The rules of this carrier require that the operators of
track motor-cars exercise care to avold collislons with
trains or other track motor—cars. They must expect tralns
to run at any time without notice, and must operate track .
motor-cars with the caution necessary to insure safety. The
rules also require that the operators of track motor-cars will,
upon golng to work and am often as necessary thereafter,
obtaln information from telegraphers as to the approximate
time of arrival of each train which may arrive within the
following '3 hours, In the instant case the slgnal malintalner
did not obtain a line-up of train movements before he departed
from Benton on the track motor-car, However, he would have
been requlred to provide the same degree of protection 1f he
had obtalired a line-up as vhen he dld not have one. The
Informatiaon contained in a line-up does not relleve the
onerator of a track motor-car from responsiblility for colllision.
Line~ups are lssued as Ilnformation only and confer no authority
over trains or other track motor-cars. Train dlspatchers and
the members of traln crews are not informed when a track
motor—cor 1s occupylng the mailn track, and track motor-—car oper-
atore are not informed when another track motor-car 1s occupylng
the ma2 1 track. Track motor-cers operating in automatic block-
signal territory are insulsted to prevent them from shunting
trark circults, and osutamutic block-slegnel ayctems do not indicate
that the track 1s cccupled by a track motur-car.

This carrier s Rules and Regulations fcr the Malntenance
of Yay and Structures contain rules which provide that in
territory desiprat-d by the superlnbprdfnt. where curves may

cancg eg¥cesstive doway Iin the operst:con of track motor~cqrs,
Sprilar ustrusila ¢ may be lscved plovidlng Tor To
farnisaing 50 ~uplicece and der’znite 2ufsresticr va “reins to

the coexotor: ci tracl motor-cars, Huch apesivl incoruciions
had nct been issued in tiie territory ln which ikis accident
occurrad.,

Since Janaary 1, 1944, the Commisslon nus lnvestlzated

39 colllisicas inciuling the oresen. a2, walck were cavsed
by fall e To pro7 Qe Llequroe proc-otion for the asveancnt of
track mototr-core "hese 2ocidents resulited in the death of

64 persong and the injury of 106 persons.



i |

- 11 - 3407

Cause
It 1s found that thls accldent was caused by fallure
to provide adequate protcecction for the movement of a track
mo tor=car,

Recommendatlon

It 1s recommendced that the Mlssourl Pacific Rallroad
Company provide adequate protection for the movement of track
motor—cars on its llne,

Dated at Weshinrston, D, C., this third
day of August, 16581,

By the Commlseion, Commissioner Patterson,

( SEAL) W, P. BARTEL,

Secrctary,



