INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMBIISSION

WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 3287
MINIVEAPOLIS, ST. PAUL & SAULT STE.
RAILROADL CCLIPANY
KEPOKT IN ~E ACCIDENT
AT CADOTT, WIS., ON
LAY 26, 1949

I'ARTE




Date:

Railroad:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Equipment involved:

Train number:
Engine number:

Consist:

Estimated speeds:

Operation:

Track:

Street:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

- 2 - Inv-3257

SUMMARY .

May 26, 194%

liinneapolls, St. Paul & Sault
Ste. Liarie

Cadott, Wis. .
Collision

Freight train + Motor-truck

21

4012

58 cars, cabhoose

45 m. p. h. t 15 m p. h.

Timetable and train orders

Single; 1°30! curve; 0.5 percent
descending grade westward

Tangent; crosses track at angle
of 71036%'; level

Clear

5:40 p, m.

& killed; 1 injured

Mosor-truck occupying rail-highway

crade-croseing immediately in
front of apvroaching train
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INTERSTATE COIMERCE CCLiiISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 3257 :
I IR UATTER OF MAKING ACCIDEINT INVESIIGATION REFOATS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT nEPOnTS AQT OF kY 3, 1910,

LINMNEAPCLIS, ST. PAUL & SAULT STE. LARIE
‘4..@...4_1.. rOAD COLZANY

July 25, 1949

Acciicnt v Cadott, Wis., on Wny 26, 19<%9, caused by a
motsr—-truck cccupying = Ail”nlg*: Wy grade-crossing
immediately in front of an approaching train.

AEPORT OF THE COMIssTont

PAVTEASCH, Jomimissioner:

Cn i~y 26, 1949, there wWos a collision betwecen a Ireight
troin on the iinn \polis, St. Paul & Sault Ste, Marie Railroad
and « motor-truck st a reil-highiiny grade-crossing at Cadott,
Wis.,, which resultd ed in the death of the driver of the motor-
fruclt ané two train-scervice enployecs, and the injury 2f one
train-scrvice employee,

lynacer cuthority of scction 17 (2) of the Intcrstoate Com-

merce Act the above-cntitled procceding vas referred by the
Commission to Commissicncr Pattcrson for consideration and

dlsposition.
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Location »f Accicdent and licthod of Operation

Thigs accident pccurred on that part ~f the Stovens Poind
Divisinon extending bectween S. P. Yurd, Stevens Point, anc C. F.
Y-rd, Chippewa Falls, WVis., 103.6 niles, a single-track line,
over which trains are cperated by timeteble and train orders.
There 1s no block system in use. At Cadott, 90.1 miles west °f
S. P. Yard, 2 siding 4,669 feet in length parallels the rain
track on the south. The distance between the center-lines of
the main track and the siding 1s 13.3 feet., The east switch of
the slding is 2,776 feet east of the staticn. The accident oc-
curred or the main track at a point 237 feet east of the station,
where the railroad is crossed &t #r-de by Poplar Strect. Fronm
the ecast on the railroad there are, in succession, a tangent
3,322 feet in length and a 1930' curve to the right 551 feet to
the crossing and 413 feet westward, The grade 1s 0.5 percent
descending westward, Poplar Street intcrsects the rallroad at
an angle of 71038', and 1is an unimproved street. This street is
tangent throughout n distance of 470 feet south of the crossing
and severzal hundred feet northward, Thne groic for north-bound
traffic is 3,09 percent cdescending throughout a distoance of 100
feet 1lmimediately south 2f the crossing, and is levsl over the
crossing. Tne crossing is 24 fect wide, and is 2f plank con-
struction. Flangeways about 2-1/% inches in wicdth are provided.
The surface of the crossing is apprexinately level with the Tops
of the rails.

A standard cross-=buck railroad-crossing sign 1is 1ncated in
the southeast amprle of the intersecticn, 22 fcet south of the
center-line of the main track, o¢nd 17 fect east of the center-
line of Poplar Street., This siin 1s mounted on a mast 8 feet 4

inches above the level of the strect, and bears the words "RAILROAT

CROSSING" in black letters on a white background. There is no
atvance warning railroac-crossing sign. A crossing-whlstle sign
for west-bound trains is locuted 2,567 feet east of the crossing,

This carrierts operating rules read in part as follows:

14, ENGINE WHISTLE SIGNALS.

oW W

The signals prescribed are illustratec by "o!" for
short s»Hunds: " " for lonser s-undg, % % %

In sounding sienel 14 (1) for public croseings, the
first of the long sounis rust be started at such a
point that the sisnal will be completed by ending the
iait*sound inmmedintely after passine over the crossing,
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Sound. Indiecation,
# % ) . :
(1) __ o Appronching public crossings
at grade, ¥ * %
% W '

Chapters 85,92 and 194.01 of the Wisconsin llotor Vehilcle

read in part as followg:

85,92 ¥ ® ¥ Any person operating any motor vehicle

* % who shall operate, run or drive any such vehicle
or across a grade cro2ssing with the main line tracks
any railroad ¥ ¥ % ynless such croesing is protected
crossing gates or by Tingmen, without coming to a

11 stop at = distance Trom such tracks cf at lecast

twenty and at not more than {orty fecet, shall be deened
guilty of a misdemcanor ¥ % #

%

%

194,01 Definitions, % ¥ #®

(1) "Mobtor vehiele" rmerns._any automobile, truck,

trailer, semitrailer, tr.ct.r, ro%or bus or any self—
propelled or motor driven vehicle, ¥ ¥ ¥

*

3% %

The maximum authorized speed for the train involved was

55 miles per hour.

at 3:

Deacripticn of Acciden

——

No. 21, a west-bound third-clnsg frei~ht train, consisting
of engine <012, 58 cars and a cabonse, departed from S, P. Yard

02 p. m., 22 n1nu+“s late, passed Thorpe, the last open

office, 18.2 miles east of Cadobtt, at 5:20 p. n.,, 15 minutes

late,
hour

and while moving At an estinated specd of 45 miles pcr
it struck a motor-track on a rai?—hig Way rroade-Ccroscing

237 feet east of the station 2t Cadott.

operated by the Petrolicun Cnarric
driver, who was the solc: occupanty,

3 actor and seri-trailer

kS

The motcr-truck involved “n

o
3]

3

1d ‘.innesota chauffeur 3

-

J—
[ 4
Co
he

license No, 84448, The tr-ctor wez o #via Autocar and bore

Minnesota licensc No. Y 25-427. It was equipped with dual tires

Tjnnﬂﬂﬂoli Ifinn. The

on the rear wheels and air dbrakes on all wheels, and was provided
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with an cnclosed stecel cab. The semi-Srailcr was equipped with
dusl tircs and air brakcs on all wheels, It bore Linncecta
license No, XZ 202«=. It was cquipped with a cylinarical stecl
tank divided into three compartments, aud at the time of ihe
accident the cargo consisted of 5,400 gallons of gasoline, The
total length of the tractor and sor1~t“alle“ was 44 feet 7-1/%2
inches. The total weight ©f the tractory, sceni-~trailcr and cargo
Was 56,160 pounds. The cnrgo was ’oayud at I"inneapolls, Il1an.,
and was destined to Cadott, Wis. At (acdott, this motnr-truck

vas diverted from Wisconsian State Eiguhwey llo. 29 to Poplar Strect.
It was moving northward on Pcplar Strect at an estimated speed of
15 mlles per hour when it entered upon the crcss;nq and was struck
by No. 21,

The tractor was torn locosc from the scmi~trailer and bccane
ioaged on the front end of the eungine of No, 2L. The ivel tank
was punctured, escaping gasqline became iznitcd nnd the tractor

and the engine of No. 21 wore ba d‘v daragod by fire. The semi-
trailer stopped across the sidiag ~nd ot an angle of ahout 45
degrees to it, with the frint end 75 feet megl of the crossing
and & feet 7 inches scutn of the center-line of the trucka It
was destroycd by firc. Wwien No. 21 stopped, the front of the
engine-was 2,643 feet vessc of the crossing. None of the equip-~
ment of No. 21 was derailed, but 2 cars werc badly damagcd and
30 cars were morc or less damaged by-fired.

The engineer and thce front brakeman were killed. The fire-
man wes injured, , '

The weather was clear at thie time of the accident, which
occurred at 5:40 p. m,

During the 30-day period preceding the day of the accident,
the average dnily movnmpnt over the crossing vins 12.46 trains
During tno 24-hour period beginning at 12:01 a. ., June 2 19:9
279 automobiles and 76 tx ucks passcd over the cressi

Discqﬁsion

As No, 21 approached’ Cadott, the spced was Fout 45 miles
per hour. The vngineer, the fireman an Tr

maintaining a lockout ahcal from thelr respcctive bhsitlons ln
the cab of the engine. The conductor and the flagnan were 1n
the caboose. The fireman, who was vhe only surviving member of
the engine crcw, and threc witnesscs, who vwcere in the vicinity
of the crossing at that time, heard the engine-whistie signol
sounded for the crossing. The firecman first saw the motor-tiwvck
when it wes about 100 feet south of the crossing and ne thougnt
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the vehicle would be stopped short of the crossing. When he
realized that the mctor-truck was about to enter upon the croiss-
ing he called a warning to thec engineer, who imiediately moved

the brake valve to the emergency position, but the collision .
occurred before the speed of the train hnd been materinslly re-
duced., The brakes of this train had been tested -nd had func-—
tioned properly when used en route.

The crossing was prctected by a standard cross-buck cross«
ing sign. The driver of the motor-truck was an experlenced
driver and nad made several trips over the crossing where the
accldent cccurred. According to the records of the company
operating the vehicle, the bralies nf the motor-truck had Tecn
tested at lMinneapolis c¢cn the day ~f the accldent, 2nd they had
functioned properly. The driver had teen on duty = peri>xi of '
4 hours 50 minutes at the time of the accident, and aal been
off Quty a period of 38 hours prisr to his beginning the trip
at Minneapolis.

Under the laws of the State of Wisconsin governing opsr-
ation of motor vehicles the rotnr-truck involved wos redquired
to stop not less than 20 feet and not wore than 40 feet fron
the grade crossing, Vislibility was nct impalred by wezther
condltions and the approaching traln csuld have been seen by
the driver of the motor-truck throughout a considerable dis-
fance inmedintely east of the crossini., The -rlver was killed
in the accident. Two witnesses tou the accident, loeated 220
feet north and 510 fect south of the crossing, sald that the
notor-truck entered upon the crcssing without stopping.

Cause

It is found thnt this accident was caused by a motor-truck .
occupying a rail-higaway grads crosgsing immediately in front of
an approaching train,

Dated at Washington, D. C., this twenty-fifth
Gay of July, 15i19.

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson.,

(SEAL) W. P. BAWTEL,

Secretary.



