INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

TNVESTIGATION NO. 2692
THE MINNEAPOLIS & ST. LOUTS RATLROAD CCMNPANY
REPCRT IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR ST. LOUIS PARK, MINN., O

APRIL 11, 19243
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SUMMARY

T L)
Rallroad: , Minneapolis & St. Louls
Date: April 11, 19438
Location: St. Louls Park, !Minn.
Kind of accident: Rear-end colllsion
Troing involved: C. St. P. M. & 0. : M. & 8t. L.
k freignt passenger
Aq‘\,x )
W Train numbers: 172 ' r 152
% Eugine numbers: 439 T 226
e . .
% Consist: 42 cars, ccboose 1 4 cars
o
" )
X Sveed: Standing t 25 m. p. n.
[
7 Operation: Timetable and overating rules
% Track: Double; tﬁngent; 0.12 percent
? ascending grode eastward
i ,
% Weatner: Dense fog
73
A Time: About 10:37 p. n.
i
VA2 Casualties: 25 injured
@r Cause: Acclident caused 2y fallure of tre
LN vreceding train to clear tne time
"k s 2
% of a following superior train snd
3 tnen by failure to provide adequate
% flag protection ‘
o Aecouriendation: Tnat tae Minneavolls & S5t. Louls ‘

Reilroad Cempany sstablisn an
adzsquate block system on tne line
on wnicu tnls accident occurred
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION %

INVESTIGATION NO. 2692 g

&

IN THE MATTER OF IHAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATICN REPORTS e
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. ;ﬁ

THY IIINNDAPOLIS & S8T. LOUIS RAILROAD COMPANY l%
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Hay 20, 1943.

¢

Accident near £t. Loule Park, Minn., on April 11, 1943,
caused by fallure of tne preceding Traln to clear
the time of a following superior train ond then by
failure to preovide adequate flag protection.
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PATTERSCN, Commigsioner:

4

Or. April 11, 1943, taocrc was a rear-end collision betwcen e
e Caicazo, S5t. Paul, Minncapolis & Omans Rallway freignt traln i
and a Minncapolls & S8t. Louis Railroad psssenger traln on tae i
line of tne Minneapolis & St. Louls Rallroad near St. Louls }&

Park, Minn., waicn resulted in tunc Injury of 21 passcngers and
4 employeee. Tnig accident waes investigated in conJunction
with a reprcecntative of the Minnesota Railroad and Warehouse
Commigslon.
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Lunaer autnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Commerce

Act the sbove-entitled proceeding was referred by tne Commiseion
to Commissioner Pstterron for consideration and dlsposition.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

Trains of the Cnlcago, 8t. Paul, Minneapolls & Omeha Rall-
way, nereinafter referred to as tne C. 8t. P. M. & 0., are oper-
ated over tne Minneapollis & 5t. Louls Rallroad, nerelnafter
referred to as the M. & B8t. L., between Holden Street, Minnea-
polis, and iferriam, Minn., 26.3 mlles. Tnls accldent occurred
on tnat nart of the First District extending between Second
Street Nortn, Minneapolis, and Hopkins, Minn., 7.8 miles. Tnis
is a double-track line, wlthin yard limits, over wnlch trains
moving witn tne current of trafflc are operated by timetable
and onerating rules. There 1s no block system in use and taere
are nn sildings between !linneapolis and Hopkins. Tne accident
oceurred on tne eastward main track 6.75 miles east of Second
Street Nortn, Minrespolls, and 1.15 miles east of the station
at 5t. Louls Fark. Approacning from the west the track 1s-tan-
rent 2,15 miles to tne point of accident and 1.2 mlles beyond.
In the vicinity of the polnt of accident tane grade for east-bound
trains 1s 0.12 percent ascendlng.

DEFINITIONS

Under Control--Being able to stop within tne
distance %track 1s seen to be clear.

Operating rules read in part as follows:

. A train finding a fusee burzning on or near
s Track must stop and extingulsi: the fusee, and
e

0T %train or obstruction.

86. Unless otnerwise provided, an inferior trein
nust clear tne time of 2 superior train, in tne
seme direction, not less then five minutes; but
muet be clear at tne time a first class train, in
the same direction, is due to leave tne next ete
tion in tae resr wnere Time 1ls snown.

rat cloge treins)
d 1limits under

2]

©3. % % % A)] “raing (cxcept T
mugt ¥ ¥ * poagg trnrough ¥ ¥ ¥ ye
control, % % &

1
r

€9. Waen 2 trerin stops under circumstonces in wnich
1t may e overfaken by ~notner troin, tne flagman
1 ~

x immediertely with flegman'sg signsels o
ient diesterne: to insure full protcction.

C9~Jj. Wnen ¢ treoin is moving under circumstonces
in wnicn 1t mey o overtoken by enotner troin, the
flagmen must trke suen aciion as mey & neccssary
to insurc full orotccection. * % % 1jirnted fusees

nmuet be thrown off ot frocaucnt intervols.,
99-n. Flogmen's sipnols:
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Nignt signols - A vred lignt,
A wnlte light,
Torncdoce ~nd
Fveces.

Spcecirl instructions rerd in prrt rs follows:

13. .

%%

¥ % ¥ Dpctwoen Holden Strect ond % # 0%
Honking, oll trnias, * % % wiicn occupying moin
trocls, will crotect -t o1l timcs in accordenco

wit~ Ruln Ng. ©Q,

-

* ¥ I
17. #* % % Dbetwecen 'inncrvolis ~nd Hopkins
* % % trein ordoru will not be roguirod * ¥ %

13. EBztween Hooking ond linncooolis, sccond r~nd
inforior eless »nd extr~ crolns ¢ % % mor run
cnceod of first clerss traine waicn ~re 15 minutcse
or rmore lote, * % ¥  without orcders.

Ju

Yard Limit St-Tilons

o

iret District -
Minne~y0lis - Kook

L S

“s

‘ne maximum ~utnorlzed snheed for o-~sgcenger treoins is 89
miles ~er uour.

Jegerintion o Accicent

mn

Yo. 172, rn ergt-bound gecond-clerse C. ST. P. . & O.
fre1_nt train, coneisted of eagine 432, 32 londed ~nd & eannty
crre ¢ ooco ooo e. Talsg trein enuereq the erstwerd m~in track
~t lolcen Screet, ! inluﬂoollu, nbout 10:05 ». m., passed Ced-r
L~xe, O wiles vest o St. Lovig Peork »nd the 1-eT over office,
~t ¢O:16 v. M., rccording to tne disgortcner'e record of movement
of trrins, 2 nours 21 minutes lrte, prsced St. Louls Prrk ot
10:22 p. m., according to strtements of tne crew, r~nd gtovoed
obout 10:33 ». m. vith tre crboose strading ot & point 1.15 niles

~et of The stetion »t 8t. Loulsg P-rk. Abwout 4 wminutes 1l ger
tne croooee woe struck by No. 152,

-

No. 152, rn 2rgt-bound firest-cl-s d. & St. L. presenger
trrin, congisted of englne 222, one H”ll pLETGe cor, one w“x;fge

3

c r ~ad vo coacaes, in the order ncmed. All cors vere ol atrel-
underfrre congtruction. Tnis trein deoarted from Minnecoolis,
5.6 miles west of St. Lovie Pork, ot 10:20 n. m., rccordin- to
tne dien-tener'e rccord of uovbwent of tr-ing, or time, Dossod
Cedar Lake cbout 10:30 p. m., r~ccording to stotecments of the crow,


http://acc.ord.ing
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passed St. Louls Park about 10:35 p. m,, and wnile moving st
an estimsated gpeed of 25 miles per nour it collided with WNo.
172.

The cebooge of No. 172 was practically demolisned and
tne wreckage fouled tre westward maln track. Tnz first taree
cors anced of tae caboosge were deralled. One was demolisnecd
and the remainder werc badly damaged. The fourth and fifth
cars ancad of tac caboosge worc conslderably damaged. Engince
225 was dereiled and stopped, considerably damaged, at a
point 176 feet east of the point of collision. Tne first,
tnired and fourtn cars of No. 152 wcre sligntly damaged.

Tnerc was a denee fog at the time of the accldent, wnicn
occurrcd abcut 10:37 p. m.

Tnc comployces injured were the engincer, tne fireman, tne
conducior cnd thns brokcemar of Ne. 152.

Data
During the 3C-day period nreceding the day of tne acci-
dent fTre average dally movement on tne eastward main trock in

tne vicinity of the Doint of cccident was 11.1 treins.

Discussion

Tree rules governing operation ovn tnis line provide that
on inferior train must be clear ot the time a first-class
Treln in one same direction is due to leave thne next station
in the resr wnsre tine ig snown. Waen a train ie moving under
circumstances in wnicn it may be overtaken by anotiner train
tne Tfleamen must takze such action es may be necessery to insure
full protection. Lignted fusees must be thrown off at frequent
intervalg, Wnen a treir stops under circumstances in waich it
mey be overteken by anotner train the flagman must go back
immediately witn flugmen's signeals a sufficicnt distance to
inesure fvll protection.
No. 152, an cast-bound first-cless train, was due to leave
Holden Scrcet, ilirneepolis, 5 miles west of St. Louis Park, at
10123 p. m., Cedar Lake, 3 miles west of St. Louls Park, ~t
10:28 p. m., St. Louis Park at 10:33 p. m., and was due to

arrive at tHopkins, 2.2 milee erst of St. Louis Perk and ite

termincl scntion, ot 10:40 p. m. DFo. 172, en esst-bound second-

class freignt troin, pngsed Cedoar Lrke at 10:16 p. m., pessed
5t. Louis Perk at 10:28 p. m., and stopped ooout 10:33 p. m.
wita tne resr end stonding 1.15 miles eest of the station ot
St. Louls Park. About 4 uinutes leter tne recr end was struck
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by No. 152,

Ag NMo. 152 yos roproaching tne point where the collision '
occurred the speed wrg zooul 85 miles per nour. Tne englneer
was Mmaintaining ¢ lookcut anecd ond tne fireman wes tending
the fire. The nendlighnc wae lighted cnd there w=as nc condi-
tion of tne engirne tnet obecur-d the view or dlstracted tae
ottention of tne engineer. Eecruse of dense fog, vislbility
in tnls viecinity was restricted toc o diestrnce of eobout 600
feet. TWaen the engine r=2acnced » wolnt sbout 600 fezt west of
tne vointe vmere tne collision occurred, tne engineer obscrved
glmulteneously tne lighted merlters of No. 172 enowing red to
tne rcar, and the reflection of ~ fusee. He imrcdiotely moved
tne broke vnlve to cmergency nposition end closed tuc turottle,
but ne covld not ston nis trein short of No. 172. The speed
wes about 25 miles per nour ot tne time of tne ccllicion. Tne
first tne members of the trrin crew knew of arytning being
wrong wee vnen tine brekes were snplied in emergency. Tae
breizes of tnie trein ned been tested ~nd nad functioned nroperly
en route.

Yo. 172 wns reguired to be inte clear

Urder tne rules
il it »rcceeded to thet voint snend of No.

~t St. Louis Porg,

S

152, not later tnrn 10:28 p. m., the time Nc. 152 was due to
lecve Cedrr Leoke, the next strtion in the res

r wnere Time weos
snown. However, trnere is no sidirg ot St. Lovis Prrk or be-
tween St. Louls Perk cnd Hopkins. The crew of Mo. 172 exoected
thelr troin %o rercn Hopkins cufficilently in rcdvence of MNo. 152
to avoid deley to thrt trein, but o lignted fusee wes encountered
about 1 mile west of Hopkine, ~nd tie train wos stopped by ~n
emergency ~»plicrtlion of the brnkes. The conductor of No. 172
grid o lignted fusce woas displeyed on the rear end of the ca-
bocge after the tr.in pessed Cednr Lrke nnd ne dropped a lignted
fusee from tne rerr of the caboosc just prior to tne tire tne
brekes were ~pplicd in emarcency. Scon ofter the brrokes were
applicd tne flegnen ligntod -~ fusee, ~nd, before tnec trein
gtopped, ne proceccded vestwerd to provide fleg protection. He
posscd thce fusee tnat nrd been throwvn from the trein end ned
reacned ¢ point obout 850 feet to tre re-~r »f nis cerboose wnen
No. 152 prssed nim. Retwveen Heolden Street and Hopxing No. 172
wee requlred to preoceed in sucn nmenner thnt Lt couldé be sgtnboed
witnin Ttac dictrnce tne track wage seen to be clear. The moximu
speed rtHeined by tals treoin between Holden Street ~nd toe point
of colliegion wes nbout 20 miles per ncur. Thne maximun ~utnor-
ized gnecd for No. 152 weg 50 mliles per nour. Zecruse of dence
fog, visitility wre materinlly restricted. Urnder tne rulesg,
fleg protection wrs required for N~. 172 and lignted fusees vere
requlred te be tarcwn off ot freauent intervals. Tne conducter
and tne fl-~ mon soald they censidered tnet thne lignted Tusee
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~

disgpleyed frow the reer of Tas cevoose and tne fusse dropoed
Just berore taelr train stoooed afforded sufficient protection
egoings fcllowing trains vnile taeir troir wes meving. IT tae
followin:, train nad encovntered a burninc frsee it would nhav=
been recuvired to step end taen to proceeﬂ prevared to atomn
gnort or & train or on obstruction o. 172 ctonped about
10108 »e m. end the Tlagmen had res cued a Doint only about 250
feet to tae rear waen No. 152 nogsed nim about 4 minutes later

Nv]

Altnouga thls accident occurred within yard linits, i 2a
adequi te block system nad beszn in use tne follewing train voul

not navk wsen permitted fo enter a block occupled by btne pre-
ceding traiz, and tile acecident would wnove be:n averted.
Cause

It ic found tnet tnls accident 12as cavsged by failure of
t;n breccaling train to cleear the tire of a followlng sunericr
frain and thnen hy Teilure to nrovide sdcquete fleo, protection.

Recomnmencation

It 28 recomaznded tiint tne Minncssolis & St. Louvls Raeil-
road Coapeny csteblicn an cdequnte bleck gystem on tae live on

wnicn tnis accident occurred.

Deted at Teshninrton, D. C., tale twontictn
day o )

f Moy, 1943.

.
U

B;” the Commission, Comnissloner Patcorson.
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