INTERSTATE COUMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHIVGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 3128

THE MINNEAPOLIS & ST. LOUIS RATLWAY COMPAKRY
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
AT MORIING SUN, IOWA, ON

SEPTEMBER 20, 1947
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Railroad:
Date:

Iocation:

Kina of acclildent:

Trains involved:
Tvaln numbers:

¥ngine numbers:

Consists:

Tstimated speeds:

Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
C:rsuelties:

Causce:

- 2 - Inv-3128

Minneapolis & St. Louils
September 20, 1947
Morning Surn, Tova

Regr—-end collision

Freignt : Frelignt
10 : Extra 610-08Z7 East
Diesel-electric : 610-627

246

22 cars, caboose : 40 cars, cabcose
Standing ¢ 15 m, p. n.

Timetable and traln orders;
yard limits

Single; tangent; 1.21 percent
descending _rade eastward

Tloudy
©:10 p. m,

1 killed; 4 injured
Failure properly to contrcl sveed
of rollowing train moving witain

yard 1limits
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INTERSTATE COMN'IERCE COMMISSICH

INVESTIGATION NO, 3128

I THE MATTER OF MAKIWNG ACCTIDENT IVVESTIGATIOM™ REPCRTS
UNDER THZ ACCIDENT RZPOTTS ACT OF JIAY 6, 1910.

THE MINNEZAPOLIS & ET, LOUIS RAILAY CO'PANY

Accident at lMornirg Sun, Iove, on Sedtember 20, 1947,
csused by failure pronerly tc control the speed
0f tne following train moving witrnin yard limits,

.
RZPORT OF T7i¥ COM (ISSTCR

2

PATTERSCN, Commissioner:

Cn September 2C, 1947, there was a rear-end collision
betveen two freignt trains on tne ifinneanolis & St. Louils
Railvay at llorning Sun, Iowa, waiich resulted in tne destn
of one employee, end tne injury of four emvloyees,

1

Under authorit: of section 17 (2) of tne Interstate Com-
merce Act tne above-entitled procesding was referred by the

Commission tc Conmissiconer Patterson for consideration and
disposition,
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

This accicdent occurred on that part of the railroad
extendinz between Oskaloosa, Iowa, and donmouth, Ill.,
123.4 miles, a single—track line, over wnich trsins are
operated by timetable and train crders. There is no
tlocl. system in use. The accident occurred within yard
limits on the main treck at lorning Sun, 8l.1 miles east
of Oskasloosa, at a point 4,270 feet east of the west
yard-1limit sign snd 1,780 feet west of the station., From
the west there sre, 1n succession, a 2° curve to tne left
200 feet in lengtn, e tancent 571 feet, a 0°50' curve to
tne left 2C0 feet, and a tengent 1,104 feet to the point
of accident and 767 feet eastward. The grade for east-bound
trains varies between 0,.2% percent end 1.27 percent descend-
ing throughoat a distence of 1.45 miles lmmedietely west of
tne point of accident, woere 1t 1s 1.21 percent descending.

This cerrier's operating rules read 1n part as follows:

DEFINITIONS
%o %
Fixed Sigznal--A signal of fixed location indicating
g condition affecting tae movement of a train.

"ote to Definition of Fixed fignal.--The definition
of a "Fixed Sijral" covers such signals as * * * yarq
limits * * ¥ or other mears for displaying indications
that govern the movement of a trein.

P

.\
®

Under Cortrol-—-3c.ng able to stop witnin the dis-
taace track 1s seen to be clear,

93, ¥ % % VYard limits are indicsted by vard limit
boards. All ing (exoept first class trains) must
end
e

+ o1

u <

approach ené pass through * * * yard limits under
oatrol, %

90-a. * % % trains may occupy the main track
* =

witnin % ¥ % yard limits without protection, * #* ¥

Description of Accident

No. 10, an east-bound second—-class freiznt train
consisting of Diesel-electric engine 246, 22 cers and a
cavooge, stopned on the mein treck at korning Sun about
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4:55 p, m,, witnh the rear end standirg 4,270 feet east of
tae west yard-limi?t sign., Aoout 1id minutes later, tne rear
end of this train was struck by Txtira o6l(C-8Z27 East,

Extre 610-627 East, an east-bound frelgnt train
consisting of engines 610 and €27, counled, 4C cars and 2
cavoose, departed from 0lds, the last oven office, 16.2
miles weet of Morning Sun, abt 4:40 p. m., passed tne west
vard-1imit sign at Mornirg Sur and wnlle moving at an
estinated soeed of 15 miles per novr it collided with
No., 10,

Tne cabcose ard tae rear car of No. 10 were demolisned,
Tne four cars immecdlately anead of tne rear car of No. 10,
and tne engines and tie Tirst 12 cars of Txtra 610-627 Fast,
were derailed aid Ledly dameged,

Tne enginezr of tune firet englne of Extra 610-627 Eagst
was kllled., The Tiremen of tne 1'irst engine, Tne engineer
ard theo firemen of %tac second engine and tne front brakeman
of Extre 610-€27 East were injurecd,

It was clovdy and daylignt at tne time of tne accident,
vaicn occurrcd at 5:10 p. m,

0, an east-bound second-
maln treck at Morning

About 12 minvtes ef ,
re ma
tra £10-027 Tast, an esast-
12
[

class freignt trein, stomps
Sun tne reer znd was strick by
bound freigsnt tr"iJ at a poin ,27C f2et east of the

west yard- ~1imlt sig Waer. tie accideont occurred the engine
and tne first aev~n cars of Yo, 10 rad veen moved some
distance cestward to ta> v1cLu_ty of a yard treciz to perform
switcning, and tne members ol tne crew of tnis traln were

in trne vicinity of trie front nortien of the *rain. Tney
were not eswarce of cnytning bo-ng wrong until the collision
occurrad,

As Extra 610-627 East wrs aoproacninz Morning Sun
the engi-emen of betn engines and tne front brakeman,
wno was <r. tre first erginz, were reinteaining a lookout
aneal, Moc vrakes of this tirin, wvalch were in tne
chiar 2z of tnc eng .eer of trhe first engine, kad been tested
and ¢’ t_onbk nronerly en rcute, Synie- pvipe pressure
of 70 pc*nds vad being mainteinec, There wes no coadition
of eitneh cnginge tnaet obscured *trne vision of tae employecs
on tne engines or distracztod trelr attention Tne enginecr
of tne seJund enginz geld trhat wnen ine ~°ngines were in tne
vicinity of tne vest yard-limi*® sizn re ustlmau d tne specd
of the train as about 25 mil-s pcr aour, ond tre air gage
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on his engine indicated tnat tre cngilneer of tre first cngine
nad made & prake-pine reductlion of about 12 pounds., Soon
afterward, a Turtner rcduction of 8 pounds was made. Tnc
engineer of tne sccond sngline tnougnt thet this brake
apolicetion of about 20 pounds remained apvolied until tne
brakes were applied in cmergency Jjust prior to the collision,
Tae englineer of tne first engine wes kllled. Tne fireman

of the first ergine soid tnat tns engincer nad made two
service breke-pine reductions, wnicnh wcre not released,

and tnat tns specd of tze tralr ned bezn reduced to about

15 miles per nour vnen ne sav tne reezr end of tnz preceding
train a few nundred fcobt distent., Tncn he called a warning
to tne ernginecr, wno immcdiately movcd tne brake valve to
cmergency position, but the ccllision occurred before tn
trein could Ye stopped, Tnc conductor and t.o flegman viere
in the ceboose, and, until the brakes wWer2 =pn»nlicd in em.r-
geney, tney thougnt the svesd of the tr. 'n ves becing con-
trolled properly.

Tne eccldent occurred witnin yard limits, ancd, undc
the rules, Txtra 61C-827 East was recuired to be operatceo
In sucn menner tnat it could be storped snort of a train
or an obstruction,

Cruso

It 1s found that this accident wes causcd by failure
properly to controcl tnc speced of tne following trein moving
witnin yard limits,

Doted at “asnington, D, C,, teis thirticth
day of Octoper, 1947,
By tne Commlseion, Commissioner Psctterson,

(SFTAL) W. P, BARTEL

Secreteory.



