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SUMMARY

May 27, 19562
MeCloud River
Bartle, Calif,
Head-end colllsion

Track motor-car ¢ Frelght train
and traller

Extra 26 West

26

6 cars, caboose

.o

10 m. p. h. 15 m. p. h.
Train orders

Single; 4° curve; 1,71 percent
descending grade westward

Clear
3:15 p. m,
1 killed; 2 injured

Fallure to provide adequate protectlion
for movement of track motore—car

That the McCloud River Raillroad Company
provide adequate protection for the .
movement of track motor~cars on 1ts
1ine
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IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT IMNVESTIGATION REFORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPCRTS ACT OF MAY &, 1910,

McCLOUD RIVER RAILROAD COMPANY

July 2, 1952

Accldent near Bartle, Calif,, on May 27, 1952, caused by
fallure to provide adequate protectlon for the movement
of a track motor-car,

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commissloner:'

On May 27, 1952, there was a head-end collislon between
a track motor-car and a freight train on the McCloud River
Rallroad near Bartle, Calif,, which resulted in the death of
one malntenance-of-way employee, and the injury of two main-
tenance~of-way employees, This accident was investigated in
conjunction with a representative of thc Public Utilities
Commlssion of California,
1 :

Under authority of section 17 (2) of thc Interstate Com=
merce Act the above-entitlcd proceeding was referred by the
Comml ssion to Commisesioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition,
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

This accident occurred on that part of the railroad
extending between Mt, Shasta and Hembone, Calif,, 49,46
miles; a slngle~track line, over which trains are operated
by train ordcrs, Therc 1s no block system in use, The
accident occurred on the maln track at a point 33,57 miles
east of Mt, Shasta and 2.18 miles west of Bartle, From the
west there are, in succcsslon, a tangent 1,364 feet in
length and a 4° curve to the right 225 feet to the point of
acecldent and 362 fect castward., From the east there are,
la successlon, a tangent over 1,900 feet in length and the
curve on whlch the accldent occurred. In the immedlate
vicinity of the point of accldent the track is laid in a cut,
The south wall of the cut rises to a maximum height of about
6 feet above the level of the tops of the rails, The prade
at the polnt of accideat is 1,71 percent descending westward,

Thls carrier's safety rules read in part as follows:

169, Emploves whose duties require the operation of
motor cars must protect themsclves by conferring vith
dispatcher before using cars on main line, ¥ % ¥

170, Additional train lineups must be secured when
possible by track car operators as often as may be
necessary for saild operator to kecep himself fully
informed as to traln movecments at all times,

172, Track cars must be operated with the understand-
ing that trains may be run at any time upon any track in
elther direction and are subject to delay; thereforc, the
utmost care must be exerclsed at all times ¥ % ¥

198, The operation of track cars on the maln track,
wvhen handling loaded trailer or push cars, or at tlmes
when vision 1s obstructed due to curvature or other
causes, without flag protection, except wlth definlte
and absolute information as to the location of trains,
1s prohibited,

The maximum authorized speeds were 15 miles vcer hour for
track motor-cars with trallers and 30 mlles per hour for trals

Description of Accldent

About 3:10 p, m, a treck motor-car, headed westward anhd
pushing a traller, departed east-bound from a point 2,5 miles
west of Bartle, The tragk motor-car was occupied by a section
foreman and threc sectionmen, and the trailer was occupled by
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two secctionmen, While these cars were moving at a spced of
about 10 miles pcer hour they collided with Extra 26 West at
a polnt 2,18 miles west of Rartle,

mxtra 26 Weet, a west=hound freicht traln, consisted of .
enpine 26, six cars ond 2 caboose. This train departed from
Bartle about 3:10 p, m., and while 1t was moving at an cotimated
specd of 1% mlles per hour 1t coliided with the trnc: motor-car
and traller,

The track motor—cnr and the traller were demollsiicd,
Extre 26 West stopped with the front of tlhic englne 244 foet
west of the point of accident, The front of thc engine was
sliohtly damaged,

One sectionman was kxilled, The sectlon foreman and one
scetionman were injured,

The weather was clear at the timec of the acecident, which
ocecurrecd about 3:15 p. m,

The track motor-car wos of thie four-whecel typece It was
powered by a 3l~1/2 horsepower gasoline motor and was equlpped
wlth four-wheel brakcs. It welgiied 1,800 pounds and had
scating capacity for eight persons, It was provided with a
windshield, The traller was of the four-wheel type and was
provlided wlth a wooden deck,

During the 30=-day period preccedlng the day of the accident,
the average daily movement in the vieinilty of the polnt of ac-
cident was 1,83 tralns.

Discusslon

The rules of this carrlier rcaulre that the operators of
track motor-cors confer with the train dispatcher belore
operating thelr track motor=cars con the maln track, Operators
of track motor=cars nre orovided with portable telephoncs for
comnmunleation wilth the traln dispatcher from any point,
and they are instructed that no movement of a traclk motors
car may be made untll 1t flrst has been authorlzed by the
train dispatcher, Operators of track motor=cars are not
rcquired to make a record of instructions rccelvced from the
troin dispatcher, and the troin digpatcher is not required ‘
to make a record of track metor-~car movements, On this llne
tralns are operatcd by train orders, which are transmitted
dircctly to conductors by telephonc, ' When a traln g to be
operated over a district in which section forces are woriiing,
1t is customary for the train dispatcher to notify the train
crews of the locations of the scection forces,
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On the day of the accldent a scction force consisting of
a Toremnn and five scctlonmen was engaged in replacing ties
in the viecinity of Mile Post 33, 2,75 miles west ol Bartle.
Durlng the afternoon the sectlon forcman and a road mastcr
proceeded from Mile Post 33 to Kinyon, 2,25 milecs west of
lille Post 33, on the track motor-car. After thecy crrived
at Kinyon thc scction foreman communicated by telcphonc with
the train dispstcher and told him that he desired to return
to Mile Post &%, The foreman soid that the treln dispntcher
authorized the movement and informed him that there were no
trains in the vicinity., When the foreman arrived at Milce
Post 33 he left the track motor-car on the maln track
during a period of about 45 minutes whilc work at that
point wne being completed, The members of the section force
then boarded the track motor—car and the traller and decparted
eastuvard, The foreman sald that he considercd calling the
troln dispotcher before leaving Mile Post 33, but because
he had been informcd a short time before that there were no
traine in the vicinity he dccided thot a call was unneccssary.
ATter departing from Mile Post 33 the scction forcc made
minor repslrs to the track at a point 2,5 miles west of Rartle,
They then procecded eastward, As the track motor—car vas
approaching the curve on which the ocecident occurred, the wall
of the cut and vegetation along the track restricted the
occupants! view of "he track ahead to a dlstance of about 400
fcet east ol the west end of the curve, The foreman snad
that when the track motor-car entered the curve hls attention
vas distracted momentarily and he did not observe the
anproeciilng train until immedlately before the collision
occurred,

The train dispatcher said the seztlon foreman called from
Kinyon about 2:15 p, m. and rcquested authorlty to operate
the track motore—car from Kinyon to Mile Post 33. He told the
scctlon foreman thot Extra 26 Vest was approaching Hambouae
and. that the section foreman could cxpcct the train to
loave Bartle earlier than usual, A short time later the
conductor of Extra 26 West called from Hambone, and the
dispatcher 1ssued a train order authorizing the traln to
proceed from Hambone to Bortlc, At 3:08 p. m. thc conductor
called from Bartle and reported that the train had arrived
at that statlon, Thc dispatcher then issued a troln order
authorizing the train to proceed from Bortle to McCloud,
18,9 miles west of Bartle, and also instructed the conductor
to notify the englnemen to watch for the sectlon force nt
Milc Post 33, Until aftcr thc nccldent occurred, the dig-
patcher wvas not aware that the scction fores was en route from
Milc Post 33 to Bartle.

Zxtra 26 West departed from Bartle soon after the
conducter recelved the trailn order, As thls traln was
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approachlng the point wherc trhe rceldent occurred the speed
vng cbout 18 miles per hour., The enginemen and the Front
broltomin were midntaining o lookout nlead from the cab of the
cno ine, and the conductor snd the flzgman werc in the caboose.
The conductor hed glven the caployees oh the englnc o mcssage
instructing them to wrtch for the section force at Milc Post
vey, and the megsege hrd been read and understood by cach of
then . employecs. After the engine entered the curve on
wrich the accldent oscurrsd the engineer could net sce the
track nhecad, Beth the firemon and the front brakeman scid
they relled o warning immediztely after they saw the track
roftor—cars  The cngincer immediately mude on emergency
apnlicntion of fthe brakes, but the accident occurred before
th . tr2oin could te s*topped.

The operators of track mobor-cars on thils line arc
lngiructed that track motor—cnr moveirenta must be authorized
by thc¢ train dispatcher, but the rules dn not gpecify the
contl tiong under which such authority may be grantcd nor
prescribe the menner in whieh Lt will be gronted, In the
insntant mee the scetion foreman wns autnorlzcd to operate
the track motor—car frouw Kinyon to Mile Pecst 33, Before 1t
v known that tre track metor-car had arrived at lNile Post
00y Extrr 26 West wos anthorized by trailn order to procced
fron Bartle to .MeCloud, Notifylng the crew of Extro 26 West
of tinc probable locatlon of the scetion force did not provide
adequate protection for the movement of the treock motor—car,
The accldent micht have becn averted if the section foremen
had ohtained additional authority frox the troin dispatcher
before proceeding beyond Mile Post 33, As a result of a
nlsundevstanding which occurred during the conversatlon
botwoen the section foremnn ~nd the train dispatcher, the
acctlon forocman thought the movement from Mile Post 335 1o
Berile could be mnde with safcty, end the train dispatcher
thoushit the scetion foremon would be expecting the tr-in.

Since January 1, 1844, the Cormission hos investigated
¢’ ooiullsions, including the prescnt sase, which werc coused
by Iwilure to provide adequate protecticn for the —overent of
Lrack motor—ecars, hege accldents resvlted in the denth of
£ peroons ¢nd the injury of 123 persons., In the rcports
coverding the investicatlons of these accidents, thc Commission
repentedly has rccormended that the carricr involved should
tuke nicasurcs to providce ndequate protection for the movenent
of trock motor-curs on 1ts line,

[ e
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Cause

It 1s found that this accident was caused by failure to

provide adequate protection for the movement of a track motor-
COr,

Recommendation

It 1is recommended that thz McCloud River Rallrood

Company provide adequate protection for the movement of
track motor-cars on its line,

Dated at Washington, D. C,, this second
day of July, 1952,

By the Commission, Commissioner Potterson,

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.



