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INTEZRSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

REPCHT IO, 3222
MAINE CENTRAL RAILROCAD COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
AT CLITNTCIN, MAINE, O

OCTOBER £6, 1949




Date:
Railroad:

Locat*ont

Kinc of accident:

Treins involved:
Train numbers:

Engiae numbers:

Consicsts:

Estimnated speeds:

Operation:

Track:
Weather:
Time:
Casuzlties:

Causge:

- 2 - Report He.

Cctober 26, 1949
Maine Central

Clinton, Maine

Head—end collision

Freight
Extra 518 East

518

19 cars, caboose

Standing

3292

Freight

Extra 684 VWest

Dieflel~electric
units 6844,
671B and 671A

125 cars, caboose

25 m, n. h.

Timetable, train orders and
automatic block-sicnal system

Dovble; tangent;
Cloudy
11:10 s. m,

3 injured

level

Switch being opened immediately in
front of approaching traln
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO. 3292

IX THAE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 8, 1910,

MAINE CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY

December 30, 1949

Accldent at Clinton, Maine, on October 26, 1949, caused
by a switch being opened immediately in front of
an approachlng train.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commigsioner:

On October 26, 1949, there was a head-end collision
betireen two freight trains on the Maine Central Railroad
at Clinton, Malne, which resulted in the injury of three
emplovees. This acecident was Iinvestigated in conjunction
wlth a representative of the Maine Public Utllities Commission,

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com~
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by fthe
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition,
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

This eccldent occurred on that part of the Portiand
Division extending between Rlgby Yard, Portland, and Bancor,
Maine, 136,93 miles, Between Waterville, 81.76 miles eact
of Rigby Yard, and Clinton, a distsnce of 8.35 miles, this
is a double-track line, and the tracks are deslgnated, from
south to aorth, as the eastward main track and the westward
main treck. On the double-track line the current of traffic
ls to the right, Between Clinton and Pittsfield, 12.37 miles,
this 1s a eingle-track line, over which trains are operatcd
by timetable, traln orders and an automatic block-slgnal
gsystem. The swltch at the end of double track at Clinton
is located 736 feet east of the station, The accident
occurred on the eastward main Srack 184 feet east of the
station at Clinton and 552 feetl west of the switch at the
end of double track. From the west there 1s a tangent 1,42
miles to the point cf accident and 3,711 feet eastward.

The grade 1s practically level.

The switch at the end of double track at Clinton is
a hand-operated switch and is under the cherge of the agcnt-
operator at that station. Ths switch stand 1s located £ {:et
8-1/2 inches north of the center-line of the track. It is
equipned uith a rectanguler red target 12 inches lonz and
8 inches wide. It also is equipped with a reflector-tyme
switch lamp. The top of the target is & fecet 10 inches
above the level of the top of the rail. When the svitch
1s 1lined for movement from the sinzle track to the westvarc
main track the switch target is at right angles to the track.
When the switch is lined for movement from the single track
to the eastward main track the target is parallel to The
track., The switch normally is locked 1in posiftion =y a
padlock,

Automatic signals 5901 and 901, governing east-bound
movements, resp:ctively, from the westward maln track and
the cas®tard main track, are mounted on a bracket mast Jocated
328 f=ct rest of the switch 2% the end of double track.
Signals 902 and 912, egovrcrning west-bound movement on the
single-track line, arc located, respectively, 4.5 feet and
1.04 miles east of the end of double track. These siwnals
are of the single-unit, color-light type, and display trree
aspects, They sre approach lighted. The controlling clrcrits
are arranced on the overlap principle. When the switeh at
the end of double track 1s lined for west-bound movement
and the block in advance on the westward main track is clecr,
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signal 902 indicates Proceed and elrnal 901 indicates Stop.

When the ewitch is lined for east-bound movement signal 202
indicates Ston and Prcceed. The involved aspecfts and .
corresponding indlcations and names of these signals are as
follows:

Signal Agpect ITndication Name

202 ) Green Procesd at Nermal Speed. Clear.
912 ) :

So01 )

901 ) Red Stop; Then Proceed 1in Stop and
902 ) Accordance with Rule Proceed.

509 (A) or (B)

This carrier's operating rules read in part as follol s:
104b. Employes handling switches must stand at

least twenty fzet from main track switches while

traine are approaching and passing over them.

When practicable they should stand on the oppocite

side of track from switch.

509, Vhen a train is stopped by a Stop signesl 1t
must stay until authorized to proceed, or in case of
failure of means of communication it may proceed-——

509. (A). ©On single track, preceded by a flagman
to the next Clear Signal, % * %

The maximum authorized sveed for Diesel-operated freight
trains 1s 40 miles per hour, but all west-bound trains ars
restricted to 20 miles per hour through the turnout at the
end of dovtle track a2t Clinton.

Description of Accident

At Vaterville, the crew of Extra 518 East, an east-bound
frelght train, consisting of cngine 518, 19 cers and a cabcose,
received coples of train orcer No. 514, reading as follows: ‘

Eng 518 run extra Waterville to
East Newport clears East of Clinton extra 684
est which left Herman Pond at 9 57 nine fifty
seven A M.



This ftrain depa.ted fronx Waterville at 10:35 a, m., and

v ed o” the esctward moin tre at Clinton at 10:35 &, m.,
it the front of the englne 5““ pret west of the switch ot
the and of double track, About 15 minutes later it wes etruck
by Zxora 584 West.

Intra 884 Wesgt, o west-vound frelght trailn, consistol of
Jicnel=<lactric units 4844, 571B and 671A, coupled in mu:ltiple-
nnit control, 125 cars and o cabooege. This trein departed
from Mo, n.alne Jet., 41,18 miles east of Clinton, at 9:45
a. e, pocsed Furn}am Jet,, the last opcn office, 5.3 miles
szst of Clinton, at 11:01 a. »., and wklle moving &t a “pe;d
of 25 mil-s per hour it ~n.ercd ths costward mein track and
struck Extra 518 Ecst.

The coeine and the first three cors of Extra 818 Ezc” and
the tur e Lifscl—plnctrio mits and the first eight cars
Exorn 6%4 Yest were aerm*lvd anc dameged, The eaglaes of both
t s T

riins stopned upright and in line “1th the trock, and tie
cars stow-ed in various positions across <nd eleng both
tracks, Zen other cers of Extro 8684 West were dwmageq but
were net derailed,
The enainecr and the front hraktemon of Extra 694
WesL ant the conductor of Extre 8518 Z-st were 1injur:zd

It w5 clonudy =t the time of the accident, which
occurred at 11:10 &, m.

Puring the 30-day pcriod nreccding the dey of the
accldent, the nverage daily movement in the viclnity of
poiat of ecccldent wes 22,2 trains.

ot

a
s
o}

Discussion

Extrs 0518 Evst stopped on the eesgtrrard m2in track ot
1 to meet Extra A4 West. The froat end of the engine
.rl

E52 Teet wast of the switch zt the :nd of double track.
Abovrt 1¢ minutes 1lc%er it wre strucxz by Extro 684 West,

As Extrz 684 Wost was ennro2ching Clinton the speel wes
35 niles ver nour, ©s indlceted b. the tope of the specd
recording device. The enginemen and the front trakemon "rcre
maintolning » lockout chead Trom the control corpartment =
the front of the firgt Diesel-electric unit. Bignal 90C,
locrtcd 4.8 fect .ast of the switeh at the end of double trock,
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indicated Proceed. Thig indicated to the enginemen that
the suitch &t the-end of double track was lined for entry
to The vestward main track. The englneer sald that he had
controllcd the speed of the traln by use of the dynamic '
brakes until the train approached the end of double treck,
then he initisted a service anvllicetion of the brakes. ke
then observed a person hurriedly line the switch at the end
of double track for movement to the eastwerd main track.
This action caused signal 902 to indicate Stop and Procced.
He immediately initisted an emergency breke applicaticn, cond
the speced of the train had been reduced to about 25 miles
per hour when it struck Zxtra 518 East.

Soon after Extra 518 East arrived at Clinton, the accat-
opcrator, who had been cngaged 1n duties outside thr stetion,
entered the office. A student-operotor, who had been under
nis instruction during a period of about six weeks, handcd
him waybills for express shipm-nts received from & west—oound
passcager train a short time before., He erid that he was
engaged 1ith these weybllls when he heard by telegraph Extre
684 West reported by Burnhem Ject. Ee then instructed the
stuGent~operator to proceed to the switch at the end of
double trock and, after Extra 684 West hed pasced, to line
the svitch for enstward movement for Extrz 518 Eost, The
student—~operator then obtalncd the switch kzey that was
assigrcd to that station and proceeded to the switeh, which
then wos lined for entry to the westward main track. He
arrived at the switch ¢s Extra 684 West was closely approach-
ing it., He d1d not observe the position of the switch points
or of the switch terget before he operated the switch.

The student-operrtor sa2ld thet the agent-operator
instructed him to op«ratc the switch and, after Extra 384
Weat hed passed, to line it back for movement of Extra 518
East, The student—operator had ilined the switch for moveacnt
of No. 1, a west-bound vassenger train, a short time prcviously.
He gnld that he asked the agent- oorator if the switch was
lined for west-bound movement, and that the agent-operator
informed him that 1t was not. He sald he then assumed thet
the cgent-operator had operated the switch for east-pbound
movement, and for that reason he did not observe the poult;on
of the DOlnts or of the target before operating the switch.
He said hc hed been instructed by the agont-opecrator a 5 to ‘
how to unlock and to operate the switch, but he had not been
instructed in the use of the switch target or the posiilon
of the switch points with respect to the nmosition of the
operating lever.
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.Cause

It is found that this accident was caused by a switch
being opened lmmedlately in front of an approaching train,

Dated at Washington, D, C., this thirtieth
day of December, 1949.

By the Commisslbn, Commissioner Patterson.

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.



