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Rail road: 

Date: 

Location: 

Kind of accident: 

Trains involved: 

T r aIn numb e r s: 

Engine numbers:, 

Conoi st: 

ogeeu: 

Ope ration: 

Track: 

leather: 

T ir;o: 

Oaeualti en: 

0 au s e : 

Re o oiririendo T, i on: 

Louisville tc Nashville 

October 19, 194? 

Yniostra, Fla. 

head-end collision 

I r e l e n t 

44 

S7 9 

136 cars, caboose 

Standi tig 

Freight 

43 

160-296 

3 5 cars, cabo o o e 

50 n. p. h. 

Tii.iet'jble and train ordere 

Single; 3°06' curve; 0.42 nerceut 
descending grade t>outhv/ara 

Clear 

9:11 a. 

5 kil led: ?J iniurea 

occnp/iag' m e rein track on t n o 
t i n e of an o :or"ir' aupe_;.or 

T n a t t . o L 
T7o -i I 

' v r l l r , e'e Nasnv:.!-
r- . r 



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

INVESTIGATION HQ. 2637 

IN THE MATTER OF L1AIUNG ACCIDIE! INVESTIGATION RhPQKTS 
UNDLR THL ACCIDLNT RhPORTS ACT OP M Y 6, 1910. 

THE LOUISVILLE &. NASHVILLE RAILROAD COMPANY 

D e c e nib 6 i 7 , 19 4 2 o 

Accident at Yniestra, Fla., on October 19, 1942, caused by 
an inferior train occupying the main track on the 
time of an opposing superior train. 

1 
RhPORT OF THL: COMMISSION*" 

PATTERSON, Commassionor: 

On October 19, 1942, T / i e r o was a hcad-eno collision 

betv reen two freight trains on tne Louisville 8: Nashville 

Railrcae at Yniestra, Fla., which rc-sulteo in tne 'j_eai;h of 

five employees and the Injury of two employees. 

"Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com­
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by tne 
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and 
disposition. 
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* * * 

Location of Accident ano Method of Proration 

This accident occurred on tnat pait of the Montgomery, 
New Orleans and Pensacola Division designated as g.e 
Pensacola Sub-division and extending between Flomaton, Aia. , 
and Chattahoocnee, S'la. , a distance of 804.4?. riles. In 
the vicinity of the point of accident this is a eingle-truek; 
line over which trains are operated by timetable an > train 
orders. There is no block system in use. At h'niestra a 
siding 1,499 F E E T in length parallels the main track on tie 
west. The nortn switcli of this siding is 1,085 foot north 
of th<; s cation. The accident occurred on the main track at 
a point 549 feet north O F the north s iding-swit ch. Approach­
ing from the noith there is a tangent 910 f e-t in length, 
wricn Is followed by a compound curve to the right 1,530 rhet 
to the point of accident and 956 FEC-u beyond. The curvat'uv 
at the point of aecideno Is "'hOS' „ The grt de for ticutr-bound 
trains is, successively, 0.90 iw.rccirt GA^concing 1,550 fret, 
0.10 percent descending 1,000 i.et, and 0.48 percent descend­
ing 19S feet to the point oi accident. 

Operating rulos road in part as follows: 

5, Not moie than two times are given for ^ 
train at any atation; wiere one- is g i v n , it 
is, unless otherwise indicated, the leaving 
T I L I O ; K * * . 

The time applies to t'u switch whore 
inferior train enters the siding; :' * *. 

* * * 

35. Tr_e following "'if/mls will bo used by 
f l a y e r : 

Day s i g n a l s — V led flag, 
Tor 0' doe s a id 
J' U S O C O . 

¥ M * 

85, Unless otherwise provided, an inferior 
train must clear ti e time of a. superior ursin, 
in the sarie direct^ on nor less than five nin-
utes; but must he el', or at the tiwe a first-
class train, in the- sane direction, is due to 
leave tee next station In the rear where tine 
is shown. 

S-87. riii inferior train rust keep out of the 
way of oaposia^ superior trains- ana failing to 
clear tha. reain track bj. tin-, tine reguirod by 
rule ima^t be protected as prescribed by Rule 99. 
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S-88. At meeting points between trains of the 
scorer class, tho inferior train rrust clear the 
1'iaiii track before the leaving time of the su­
perior train. 

-x * * 

Trains musH pull into "no riding v^,n 
practicable; if necessary to back in, b.ie train 
must first be protected ne prescribed by fiulo 
99, ^ * Y . 

99. When a tr^in .itops under circumstances in 
wnioh it roay oe overtaken by anotner train, the 
f1igman must go back iimrediat ly wit a flagman's 
signals a sufficient distance to insure full 
protection, * * *. 

29 (c). The front cf the train muet bo- protected 
In the. 3C.ii_c way when necessary by the front brake-
man. If the front brcucorian is not available, the 
fir,-nan muat be sent In his place with flagman's 
signal3. 

99 (k). Conductors and enginemen are respon­
sible tor tho protection of their trains. 

EORT.K OF TRAIN OKUh'RS. 

h 

TII.E OVDhES 

(1) . No 1 Eng 409 run 50 fifty mins lat~ A 
tc O. 

This makes the ach eduio time of the train 
named, between the stations mentioned, as muck 
later as stated in tno ccaor, and any other 
train receiving tho ore:r Is required to run 
vita r:sp~ct to thi,3 xat.-r time, as oefore re­
quired to run with m.ep^ct to the regular 
scnodule tirm. * v *. 

Time-tobic special instructions provide as follows: 

Rogulo] southward trains arc sup eric_ to 
trains of the same class moving in the opposite 
direction. 

The maximum authorized speed for freight trains is 40 
miles per hour. 
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inscription of Accident 

N o . 44, a north-bounci second-class freig.ut train, con­
sisted at the tine of the accident of engine 979, 56 cart 
and a caboose. No, 44 passed Do Funick Springs, 71.14 miles 
south of Yniestra, at 2:35 a. rr., according to the dis­
patcher's record of movement of trains, 6 hours 5b minutes 
late. At this point the crev; received a clearance, Form A, 
end copies of train order N o . 33, Form 19, leading as followc 

No 4 Engs 193 and 3 78 coupled 
run 1 one hour late 
Chattahoochee to Pcnsacola 

A.t Crestview, 42.32 miles soutn of Yniestra, the crew 
received a clearance, Form A, and copies of train order 
No. 45, Form 19, roauing us fellows: 

No 91 Eng 1210 meet No 44 Lng 979 
at Yniestra No 91 take siding 

No. 44 deported from Crestview at 5:15 a. u., 7 bouws 45 
minutes late, and departed from Milton, 11.09 nil^s eou4'h of 
Yniestra end tne last open office, at 7:13 a. n., 6 hours 
28 minutes late. At Yniestra N o . 44 held tin. main track 
end race N u . 91, then backed into the siding and stopped, about 
8:52 a. rn. with the engine and first 8 cars standing on the 
main track north of tne north siding-switch. At 9 a. r.. the 
conductor copied train owl or N o . 47, Form 19, reading an 
follows: 

No. 4 Ings 184 and l n 8 coupled 
run 2 two hours and 20 twenty 
mins letc Tarianna to Ponoaeola. 
Order N o . 33 is annulled. 

At 9:11 d, m. No. 44 was struck by N o . 4.3. 

N o . 43, a soutn-bcund second-class freight train, con­
stated o f engines 160 and 290, coupled, 33 cars and a caboose 
At P nsae~>la, 7.79 miles north o f Yniestra and the last open 
office, T \ C crwv/ received a clea.rar.oi:, Form A, and copies of 
two train >rdsrs, of w'wteh otr, was t < ain order N o . 47, Fori 
19, previcucly quoted. After ~ terminal uir-orake test w:e 
made N o . 45 • 'opart ed frojc Ponsacola at 8:45 a. m., on time, 
according to tne dispatcher's record of i.overmnt of trains, 
a no while irwvirt, at an estimated speed of 50 miles oer roar 
it collided with N o . 4 4 . 

From a south-bound engine the view of tne point wneic 
tne accident occuLreo. is restniet_d to o clstance of about 
600 feet, because of vegetation on tse west side of the 
track and track curvature. 

http://clea.rar.oi
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Engine 979, its tender, end the first 4 cars of N o . 44 
•"'oio driven backward a distance of 98 feet. Engine 979 was 
derailed and badly damaged. The front end and the cob were 
h s troy eel. The fifth to the eighth cars, inclusive, were 
buckled :.iid stopped at various angles to the track and the 
v/recka^e wa.s contained within a distance of 43 feet. The 
ninth ccr was slightly damaged. Engine 160, the first engine 
oJ" No. 43, was derailed to tne west and stopped on its right 
side with its front end on the roadbed and 7 0 feet soutn of 
the point of accident. The front end was badly damaged and 
t t a c a b was destroyed. Engine 296, the second engine, stopped 
about 20 feet south of the point cf accident, across the track 
ana at right .angles to it. It leaned toward the rignt with 
t j i e tender of the first engine against its right side and 
Its own tender aaaainst its left aide. The front end w^s badly 
damaged end the cab was destroyed. The first 10 ears of N o . 
43 were derailed and stopped in various positions on tae track 
and near i t , and t h e wjaecaoge was cent: i n o d within a distance 
of ,/JOI t oO f e c t o The eleventh end twelfth cars were slight­
ly d e i a yet. 

If w . s c l o o " at the tine o f the accident, which occurred 
at ° : 11 u „ rr . 

The employees killed weic the engine :nd t h ~ firemen 
of No. 44, the f i - r o r T i i O ' " tro first e n g i n e of No. 45 and. 
t h e M i ( _ inoo]' aid t e e f.aaeraar.. cf the second crgni^ of N o . 
'.0. Thi. employ> os injured w e r e the enrplnoor o, t h . first 
^npmu i ; f N o . 45 and t n e front brakeman of N o . 43. 

lllhi 

au>. i n L _ ; t l a 30-d.ay period j receding t h ^ day of t h e 
a c i a d . i t , ta.a avora { j ; daily movement in t h e vicinity of 
t -^cJnL o f a c c i d e n t was h h 6 trains. 

L e r u l e t : , o ^ f i i r ± g operation on t n ~ ID l e D n v o a v e d 
o i a a / i f a tji<-.t m ° m i r i e r train must :-o.,ep out of t a ^ 1 '~y of 
0'W)ooira superior chains. At mooting faints b w o w c a u trains 
o.f. th> s u i a c l a s s t ' a inferior train must cleat the r̂ c ni 
t ? a;h befon. hhw leaving ij.ua-; of t.a. superior r r la. If 
: u h r k r i o r t r a i n fails to cl^ar tae tine o f a n o n posit:a, 
: " w]'io: ta in, h i as pj_ ot>-ction must b e p r o v i d e . Aj.l 
S L W W D . V L O - " J'")]C ; O,';3 involved understood t l o s a a. epai r e m ^ n t s . 

L ' O . 4r. " n o D t i - h o . n d second-class brain, L c ' \ d into ^ 
t i s : I . a t V : i e s r . - " a a t 3:52 a. m. "ha miM t h ^ aiding was 
not of auffja', L : h I, math to n c o o t T odai, - l a n t i , x train, tne 
o i o y l a a a fiasc 10 i r r s of hJo. 44 occuph a l L, . turnout at t h e 
north s i d i n ^ - s a i t o n and t h e main track. N o . ̂ , a f i j . s t - c l a s s 
n o raii-hoaaa train, 'aa: da _ to leave Pa (pj Junction, ah" fiist 
station s ^ u t h cf Yrlestm,, at 6:50 a . a „ on ornc?'.'\io. 33. 
No . 43, a s e a t " -bound second-class train auc '< t Y n m s t n ~ a at 

http://ij.ua-
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9:10 a. LI., was superior to M o . 44 by direction, 'oncer 
the rules, W o . 4<J was r^oaired to ..rovidc flag protection 
against Ko. 45, which struck the front, end of N o . 44 at 
9:11 a. m. 

As IJn. 13 was approaching tha point whem~' the accident 
occurred, the speed woa on out 30 miles per hour, l< engines 
were using at earn and the tngin^mon of both engines were main­
taining a lookout ahead. No brain ordora • fleeting tno nove-
m/it of N o . 43 >,rith respect to No. 44 had b:on ies^ed. h. o 
engineer of tne first engine of N o . -1Z- said tn.it whoa., hia 
on-inc was about 600 feet north of the point via re too acci­
dent occur i ed no saw tho engine of No. 44 and immodiafcly 
moved the brake valve to emergency position, but I N M collision 
occurred before the brakes became effective. 

The front brakeman of N o . 44 aaid then: when his engine 
stepped on the main track after the re. ̂  portion of the train 
was backed into the siding ho rcmaiiu.e. on t:ie engine with the 
engineer r ad tin. fireman. No mention w-a made of N o . a-3 ana 
the i rout brakeman thought his train waoj waiting for N o . 4. 
he had a timetable ir hi? posses a ion, DIET did not consult it. 
He understood,tnat his train woo required to clear the time 
cf opposing superior trains., but no forget N o . 4h. Pic entered 
tne employ of the railroad on April ?7 , 19-?, anei had had 
no previous » xperience in train service. The engineer and 
tne fireman of No. 43 wore kill ad ir tac accident and it 
could not be determined why tncy failed to take action to 
provide protection for their train. The conductor sold 
that when his caboose stopped in the siding tea tie t-men was 
to the rear protecting against No. 4. The ecu. netor communi­
cated with the operator at Pensaccla aim copied eraor N o . 33, 
which was completed at 9 a. m., and the operator informed him 
tnat No. 43 was on time. Because the siding would not accom­
modate nis train, the engine ana first 8 cars o c c u n r d thc-
main track, He understood that fT ont-er.a protection wao re­
quired against No. 43, bat he was depending upon the cnginomor. 
and the front brikeman to cor.ply with the rules. Ihc vis pro­
ceeding northward when no heard N o . 43 approaching, but the 
accident occurred before ho had reached his engine. If front-
end protection had been provided far N o . 14, this accident 
undoubtedly would have been averted. 

On tne line involved in this accident trains are operated 
by timetable and train orders only. Recently the Commission 
investigate, five other accidents which occurred on the line 
of this carrier In territories on which trains are operated 
by, timetable and train ordjrs only. Three- of th so accidents 
occurred on the 8uo-divlDl'U on which the accident at Ynicstrc 
occurred. Of these three accidents, the first, which resulted 
In the death cf 1 "person and the injury of .11 persons, was 
a head-end collision between a freight train ana a passengar 
train near Harold, Fla., on September 20, 1941. Tno second, 
which resulted In the injury of 3 persona, was a ruar-eiid 

http://tn.it
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collision between two fnei^bt trains uear H O K I L 1 . , Flo. , on 
July 81, 1942. The third, \hiierv resulted in the uenth I 
person a-iu the injury of 5 persons, was a r<.er-cno collision 
between two freight trains near Cypress, Thla., on July 29, 
1942. The reports of the Commission covering the inv.-stim-
tion of all five uf those accidents recommended the establisn-
mont of an adequate block system on the lines involved. In 
the present case, if an adequate block system Lao been in use 
on the line involves, th^ accident would not have occurred. 

Cquso 

It is found thit this accident was caused by an infeeior 
train occupying the main track on the timo of an opposing 
supiri or train. 

Recommendation 

That thv. Louisville ^ Lhoshviile haileoad Company anould 
establiSiL on adequate block-signal system en the line involved 
in thie accident. A rule- ;;o shew cause wis issued by the Com­
mission on November 5, 1941, and was served en said carrier 
in C'lmocti./a with the accident which occurred on th- same 
Sut-divisicn ea Sept mbor 20, 1941. 

Dated at theaiington, D. C , t 1 is a ;venth 
day of December, 1942. 

I3y the Commiission, hLLimissioncr Patterson. 

Secretary. 
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