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Louisville & Nashwville
October 19, 1942
‘nicstra, ¥Fla.
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INTLRSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO, 2637

IN ThE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVLSTIGATION RLrORTS
UNDpR ThL ACCIDENT RrPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

LOJIGVILLE & NASHVILLE RAILROAD COMPANY

———— e en

fo
i
’\

Decemoer 7, 1¢

Accident at ¥niestra, ¥la., on Qctober 19

an inferior t;uin occunying Lae mair
tirie of an opposing supcricer train.

, 1942, caussd by
1 track on the

e —— -

7
REPOLT OF Tiio COMMISSION

T

PATTERSON, Commissiongr:

On Octobher 19, 1943, th

STl Was a hoad-ene collision

betreen two Treient trains on t.e Loulsville & Nashville

Rauilrcan at Yuiestra, Il nh resultea in tne ceath of

five emplicyeas and the injury of twe emplovees.
® |
lUnder authority of section 17 (2) of the Inverstate Com-
merce Acl the above-entitled »nroceedinyg was referred by toe
Cormission to Cormissicner Patterson for consiceration and
dispositicn.
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Location of Ascident

This accident occurred on trnat
New Crleans and Pensacola Division desis
Peitsucola -
and Chattaboocnce,
the viceinity of the
line over whic
orders.
siding 1,

djstunoe of 2041
ent thi
by t1

USS.

la., a
point of accel

hn trains are operated
Trere is no block system in

499 feet in longvic purallels the

west. The nortn switch of thie sidinge is
of tine scation. The accident occurred ou

a point J49 fcet north of the north sidia
ing frow tne ncith there is a tangent 210
wrd folioved by a compoulda cuive to
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to the ooint of acecldent ~nd @006 feet boyoua. The curvat-re
G9F Fhe a0l Y aanidonc * Y oA e e e o
at the point o7 accidenc is "°08Y., The grtde for soubr-bound
trains is, successively, 0.90 verccout coscencins 1,200 Droo,
0.10 pcrecent descending 1,000 1006, ¢ud 0.4& pocccat descond-
ing 192 feot to the point or accident.
Opcruting rulss »oad in part as Lol ovs:
O5. Not mor: thun two Limes are given Tor o
N - N TN g 2 I o - 1 =
troedin ot ony otation; ivie one is ¢ivon, 1iv
is, unlicss othorwise lﬂqi‘&tnd the Leavangz
173 Ak,
tine; £ x,
The time applles to the switeh vhore wn
. - - - : e kO
inferior train enters the siding; - 7 7.

Sub-divisicn and extending betwcan 1o
L

8 18 & cingle~-track
metable an
A+ “niestra a

ain track oa tlre

l 086 feot orth
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the ristb 1,530 roet
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Dav eiymalo--4 rod flag,
Yorp dows oad
uesccs.
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86, Unlcss otherwise providod, an in
troin must clear T tiﬂu of o supcirior
in the garne dizroctron nov less than
utes; but must ce cloar av the
clacs Train, in thz goawre dircetion,
loove Troe next stoticn in thoe roar where
13 shown
S-57 an inferior train rust kecp cub of tho
vay of cnposin, suocrior trodne caw fa
cleaer Lo wain bewocls by the t1 > refui
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S-88. At mceling points between trains of the
sere class, Gie Infoerior train rmust clear the

main track before the leaving time off the su-
pcrior train.

§t pull into “he siding vhen
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prachicable; if necessary to back In, b.c train
must first be protected ao prescrived by KULs
gg . * k ¥

9, .

29. When o troin ctops under eircumstoncces in
wnich it ray ve overtzsken by anotncy Lruin, bie
flaigmen must go back imrediat 1y witu TWQg@an'
3irncls a sufficient distance to ingure full
protcetion, ¥ ¥ ¥,

K ox ot

9 (¢). Thoe front cf the train mact be protected
in the swue way waen nesessary by tite front brake-
SnLi. L1 L6 Trounl broxeman is neot cvailable, the

Tir m-n Hl:‘t be sent in his ploce vvith flagman's
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k). Conductors aad cuginimen &re rospon-
¢ tor the pro LtCtLOﬂ Of thoeir traing.

FORLS OF IRaAIN ORDERS
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This riakes the ccotoduro time or the trein
between Lo svations rentioned, as much
or 0o 3tatea ia tue ordor, and any oth

"

¢
civine Lo corccor ls reaquired 10 run
o

. rispect to thiz oty time, as pefore ve-
quizcc to »in with cogpoct vo ohce regular

3 “ S gk
sencdule Gime. TOoE R,

Tire-teoble specicl instructicns provide os follows:

Regmalolr soutlacord trains arce surovic. to
raine ¢ the sane class moviuz in Luc opposite

The maximum autho cd specd for freight trains is 40
cor hour.
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escript

No. 44, a north-bounc¢ sccond-class fredlgne train, con-
sisted at th: time of the accident of engine 979, 5o Curb
and a caboose. No. 44 passced De Funick SnlJngc, 71.14 miles

south of Yniceotra, ot 2:335 a. ., according to the dis-
potehier™s record of movement ol tralns, & hourg Sv minutes
latc. At this point the crew recueived a clearance, l'osm A, »
1d c¢opics of train order Neo. 33, Form 19, 1cading as follows:

Ko 4 Ings 195 aud 178 coupled
run 1 one nhour l.ug
Chattalioochee to Pecnsacola

At Crestview, 42.%2 miles souta of Ynicstra, the creow
reccived a clearance, Form A, and copiles of train ordcw \
No. 45, Form 16, recading «s follows:

No 91 Tng 1210 meev No 44 lng 979

at ¥Ynicsbra No 91 take siding

No. 44 doportea from Crestview at 5:10 <. 11., 7 bouwvs 45 !
rinutes late, and departed from M*ltoq, 11,00 miles aouti of ‘
ynicegtra nnd tne las t cpon office, at 7:10 2. m., & aouxrs

&2 minutes loete. At Ynisstra No. 44 held the nein oreck

cnd met Nou.o 91, then backed into the sidincg ond stopped about

8:%2 a. m., with the enginc and firs+ 8 cars stonaing oun the

rein track north of tnc north siding-switch. At © a. 1. tho
conauctor cosicd train o-deor No. 4%, Form 19, rcading as

Tollowva:

No. 4 Tngs 184 and 175 couplced
rn £ two hours and 20 twenty

.
rins lete T"arianna to Pensacola.
15

Orcer No. 23 annuitoed.

At 92:11 o, . No. 44 wog struck by No. 45,

No. <3, 2 soutu-bound sceond-cliass froignt train, coi-
sicted o ongines 160 and 296, ccenplied, 33 curs ond o caboose,
At Prugeeniae, 7.79 mileas pernt of Yiuiestra and the last open
orTice, THe crow received o cludrancy, dmwm_A, and copics of
twa truia ordors, of which one vwos train order No. 17, Forn

19, provicncly gucted. ATtcer © torrminil alir-sroke teast woe
p“df No. 4¢ doeporooed frow Poensaccla ot 3:45 2. ., on tinm.,

1

cecording Lo tre dicpateher's veeonrd of rovement ol vrains,
ene while mrving, oo an cstbirated spocd of 00 miler por rLour
it collided rith No. 44.

From a sovth-bound oneind tvhe viov of tuoe point wnexc
tne acecident occurrec i rostriet.od Lo o disvince ot about

600 fcet, brecause of vogeotatlicn on tre west side orf the
track and trock curvatur:.
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zneine 979, ils tender, ond the first 4 cors of No. 44
ey driven back ard o aistance of 98 Teebt, TInoine 979 wa
deroil>d and badly damoged. The rront end and the cab were
weLroyed. The fifth to the eighth cars, inclusive, were
huckKics —ad stopped at various ocngles to the track and the
vrecka, e oy contined within o distance of 40 feet. The
niontlh ccr wus gliightly damared. Engine 160, the first engine
o No., 46, was dorall to the west and stopoed on its right

s i
1ns

toe wcint o weciac t. The front end was badly damaged and
Lie elb wos Qestroyee, Engine 296, thc sccond engine, stopned
coout 20 oot south of the point orf accident, across the track
aua av right nagles o it. It leanea btoward the rient with
tie fteuavr or the first engine ascinst its right cide and
its own tenaer agninst its left gide. The Tront end w-s badly
dapiesed cnd the oab g destroyed. Tie first 10 cars of No.
o were azroiled and storped in various positions on tne track
ana near 1, and the wreckoge wos ccavtined witihiin o distance
ot Dot 20 feet. The eloventh and twelrlth carg were slight-
1y dewn el

Ity cloer at the bicme of the acciaen®, which occurre
at “i1l u. .

Tre omployeces Willed verc toc cnminCU“ 2nd Lo firaisn
of No. 44, the Tiroren o tre virsct cngaite of No. 45 and
the waginecy e oo vorenman of the scceond Bfgtu“ of Ne,
LD T emnlorooeinjured were the cn;inum? 0. L. f1irest
cntine ef No.o 16 woa sace front brakermur of No.o 43,

Curing b 00-doy perice rcceding bre Gay oof thio
CCuld b, Tho o cwvorags s daily roverent 10 the vicinity of
Lo wednh of aecliolnit wos 0.6 tr.oing.

oL rules qovoriing o;urutioa on tne 13y 1mvoLrved
provice Snat o fnfLiicr tr2in must oo oub of bao v ow ool
oapocing avatoos §halua. AL EDOtlHE ccinTts bonve ol Lroins
of S0 sar o close B infeoricor Uroin nust oleot the moan
Tl befor. Lile Jeawving Lame o7 to.o supericr e in, T
(noinericr teain falls to clear tie tare of ax ovoocin-
cooorior b In, flag paotection nust be avovidoo . Al
Lonvivins oonie oo Invelved undersucod t ccoe cloudrerents.

Loe 4, ol L =Lo o socond-cligs Lrndir, bocod iato
VoS 2T Yuioon™a a3 8100 2. ML D0 dluse b uc‘n“nfg WS
not o curfiect b Loagbh to acsorrodat o ohie atisc train, toe
crnzine o fnose 10 eoxs of ol 44 occuntod oo o turnout 'wt tie
novtl sidin_-swivor ond tho woin brock. fo. <, o Tisgt-cluss
uerih=botma train, oo v . to lcave Poro Juncetion, s flrs
gtation oot of Yailestroe, ot &:50 2. 1. on oracr No. 33,
No. Lo, worout -pound sccond-cless troio cuc ob Yallostra at

637

q
3 (1
nd on the roadhed and 70 feet south of
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:10 2. w., wos guperior o No. 44 by dircetion.  Under
she rules, Ne.o 44 wns roouired to Lrovide 1o protecction
gainst No. 45, which stiruck the front Lnd of LWin. 44 ot

1

11 a. m.

c"‘ 1)

:O L

As o, 43 wes npprooching the point whero Too !
cccurr;d, the specd wog ~pout 30 miles mev rour, too. cigines
VIS using steam and the engioomen of both c1*'1cg viere moin-

cining a lookout alhead. No oruin orders < floetiny tooe niove-
.t o No. 43 with resnocet to Ne, 44 had bien iose

cacincer of tue first cncine of No. 40 gald toat .
cnrine was arcut 600 fect north of the pownt v o tio a2
dent occuried Lig 8w the engine of No. 44 cnd dnrmediaccly
noved oo brake valve to omevrgenny pesition, bul cne ccilision

occurracd Ywefor. the b““(nS bcc.n; crTeetive.

po

The Trent btrakeman of No. id thno wier hig e, ino
stenped on the nain track 1fter the re.~ vorticn ol
wes backed into the siding e rermalnoo oo tho un&i1x
cnaineer fad vac Tiveman. No mention wos made o Ne.o 43
His traiu was waibing fov No

the froat brakeman thought . 4.
He bhad o Linotoble ir his pessession, ouw® did not consult it.
de understood Lobaot izs treoin wos roquired fo cloar the time
¢l opposiiag supcrior tryrins, but nhe forzuh Ne. 47, He ontercd
tae cuploy ol B railreond on April 27, 1¢<2, cna had had
no provious ‘Apu?lChuv in n“ﬂﬂn scrvice. Tht cngilacer and
tee Tireman of No. 43 wore killed ir tnc nceiasnt aad it
could not be dActerminced why tney failed te tulie ceticn Lo
provide prebocetion for their troin. Tre ccaaucetor scid
that when his qhoo se stopped in tho siding too i<, non vas
Lo the roar protecting against 7o 4.0 The cow uctor corruni-
'} r s

cated with thce operator at Pensneclea zniu copicd cr No. O3,
whigh wos mpleted &b 9 a. m., and tie opercter i~forried him
that 8. 48 wos on timc. Beoeausos the sicing would n CCCLLm
rmodcte Lis train, the cngine wnd first 8 cars occuricd tho

moin track. L und(fStUCu trnat MHont-one protactiol wns ro-

)
L"
tuoct -

quirca ~vseinst Voo 45, but he was uegfnd¢¢3 npon Lhe cnginomen
JDC the fzﬁn* brlnblux Lo eor.nly with the rules. beoe was pro-
ceding northword whoen ne noard Ju. 43 approacning, but the
ccident »ceurred beforc hie hod roached his ongine. I1If rront-
cnG pretecetlion hud boeoro vroviecl Tor Nol.o 44, this ncciaent

undoubtedly wovld Lave bewn averted.

On thne linc invelved in this accident troins arce operated

by timctabl. and train ordcers onlv Rceontiy the COhKloSluQ

invcstigutc_ Tive otlhove aceidents which cccurrcd on the lin

or this carrier in territorics on wh ch trains ar¢ np~?atuh

by.t1¢ptablc and troin oricrs only. Threc of th sc accicvents

nceurred cn tue Suo-divisi m cn which tho accident at tnicstre
q

n
occurred, OfF thub@ three aceidents, the Tivet, which rosulted
in the death of 1 perscn ant the injury oi ll perscns, vas

a head-cnd ccellicicn betwcnr a rtrcightt tra 214 4 pLSsSCioor
train near Harold, Flou., =i bxptuhu,r 20, l%a¢. The second,
which reculted in tho 1nJuTy of 3 persons, vvas T relar-ond
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cellision between two Trolgrht Lreinsg weoy thw¢_, rlas., oo

July 21, 1942. Tho third, vhien rosulted in the aeorntin »f 1
crson aau bne inju“7 of 5 pcrscns, wAs o ruor-ono collisicn
botween two f ight trWins ncar Cypreossz, Fla., on July 29,

~ 7

coverils the inv.stic .-
cocmreinded the ostablisti-

1242. Tic 3
tion of all fle ot uheso accide¢. T
ment orf an adequate blosk systorn on the lines iavolved. In
the vrosent case, 1if =2 aaequatg bloek systen hoo been 1n usc
on the line 1nvolve¢, the accident weuld not have occurrca.
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Caugse
it is found th:t this acsident wus caused by oo inforid
train occunying the main trock on the time of 2n oopesing
supcrior troin.

L

Recommendaticn

That tre Loui° ille « lios 21le tailveoad Cempony Shotld
cotablisn on atecgunte block-gignal systoem on $he lince ilovelved
in thnis aceidont. A ule 9 show 2ouse wog issuod by the Con-
mizciomn on Hovember 5, 1941, and wos zorved on said corrice
in cruncetion with vhe aczidint which cocourred on the same
Sub-divisicn ou Sopt mber 20, 1941,

Dated ot Viasnington, D. C., £ is ooveuth
day of Dccecerver, 1942.

By the Cormigsion, Cumissioner Paticrson.
V.o, BARTIL
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