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Inv-2572 

Aa!' road-w. 

L-ite: 

Loo tier: 

Kind cf accident: 

Trains involved: 

Train numbers: 

I'neine numbers: 

CC1 n s \ st: 

2 1 e ;d: 

0 aeration: 

Track: 

• S T E M : 

TI. A : 

C A S U A L ties: 

Cause: 

Louisville & Nashville 

February 20, 1 942 

Wellington, Ala. 

Side collision 

Passenger 

85 

186 

3 cars 

Si,anna rip; 

TimetaMe and fc: air. 
oreers 

Seaboard Air .ra 

Passenger 

9 

22? 

7 cars 

;.-6 m. p. a. 

'ia-etable, train 
arders and manu 
M o c k system to: 
I'ol Lowing passei 
;er trains only 

Aingl ;; aangeiit; 
L E V E L 

•l" a a e L o ; t era*;mt; 0 . 3 5 
percent descending 
abrade scut Inward 

Clear 

1 2 : 3 3 p. m. 

1 kill en; 2 injured 

Aeon dent carried by failure ao operate 
S. A. L. train in compliance ")ith 
crossing signal .indication 
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I N T E E S I A T E COIPLIERCE 0 0 J U 1 , I S S : G N 

IFVTFJTIGATIOLT N O . 8572 

I N T H E L E T T E R L E R A K I N G A C C I D E N T INVEH'TIGATIEN R E P O R T S 
U N D E R T H E A J C I D L N T R E P O R T S A C T 'JE h!\J N, 1 9 I 0 . 

T H I L O U I S V I L L E & N A O H V I L L S R A I L R O A D 0 0 IPAPT 
M D 

T H E SEA J5C ARD A I R L I N E M U A Y COI P A N T 

April 3, 194ii 

Accident at Wellington, A."i. a., on Febivary SO, 1 9 4 2 , caused 
"by failure to operate S. A . L. Lr.an in compliance 

1 a t r. crcesing a i gna i i n ̂. i c : t i o n. 

REPORT OR THE COomlS^TON J 

PATTERSOi;, Commissioner: 

On February 2 0 , 1 9 1 2 , there veT I ' S L P S collision between 
a passenger train of the Louisville & 1^ O I N ] i s Railroad and 
a passenger train of the Seaboard Air Line RyR'Y-pp at 
Wellington, Ala., "'rhicn resulted in the death .̂f cne employee 
and the injury of t rc Km^loyees. 

1 
Under authority cf section "'7 (a) r,Le Interstate Com­

merce Act the above-entitled ^oceeaLr-p, >Tas referrea by the 
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for 'onaiaoration and 
disposition. 
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation 

This accident occurred at an intersection of the Louis­
ville & Nashville Railroad, hereinafter referred to as, the 
L. & N. , and the Seahoara Air Line Railway, hereinafter 
referred to as the S. A. L. Wellington is located on that 
part of the Eirisingham Division of the L. a N. which extends 
between FY Tower and Shops, Ala., a distance of 94.80 miles, 
and on that part o f the Birmingham Sub-division o f the 
Georgia Division of the S. A. L. which extends between 
Howells Yard, Atlanta, Ga., and 32nd Street, Birmingham, 
Ala., a iistance of 161.5 miles. In the vicinity of the 
point el accident both are single-trade lines. On the L. & 
M. trains are operated by timetable ana train orders. There 
is no slock system in use. On the a. A. L. trains are 
operated by timetable, train orders ana a manual-bl ock 
system icr following passen^or trains only. These tracks 
intersect at an angle of 66 5S'. As the crossing is approached 
from the north on the L. & N. th^ track Is tangent 2,6:16.5 
feet to the crossing and -ome diatanea beyond. At the point 
of accident tie grade for souta-bound trains Is 0.35 -percent 
descending, ho the crossing is nppro^ened from the east on 
the S. A. L. tivea-'e arc, iu succession, - tangent 4,556 feet 
in length, a 2° curve to t""o ri;fit 871.6 feet and a tangent 
3,036.1 feet to the crossing ana bome distance beyond. The 
grade for west-bound trains varies bet/cat 0.25 aercent and 
1.00 peicent descera_mo£ thrcuynrut a distance of 3,750 feet, 
and then is level 575 feet tc the crossing. 

Movements o^cr the crossing are governed by a gate 
which is manually controlled under the supervision cf the 
agent-operator at elli listen. The g^te is trianaal ir in 
shape, constructed of i-1/2-inch iion pipe, and mounted on 
a post loeo.ted. in the scuthae-st corner o i ' the intersection 
in such manner that it may be aiming across either track. The 
post is 16 feet 6 laches in height ana a switch lamp is 
mounted on to > in such manner that i t displays rea at right 
angles to the aato ana grc^n in line with the gate. The 
lower bar cf bao gate is 19 feet 9 inches in length. Anchor 
posts are provided on each line so that the lower bar can be 
latched and locked :t its outer end. A rectangular sign, 
12-3/4 inches by 36 inches, bearing the ^ 0rd "•STOP" in" olack 
letters 6-3/4 inches high on a white hacaaaound, is mounted 
on the gate 6 feet above the cvel of the base of the rail. 
A switch limp mounted above the sign d i s a l u "s a rod aspect 
at right angles to the gate. The normal position of the 
gate is against movements on the S. A. L. On the S. A. L. 
a sign bearing the -eras "IhlllaCaaD CROSSING" is located at 
a point 5,288 feet east o f the crossing involved. 
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Centra L Stsaa;rd Tii e L,-, used or the L. & N. end 
- s t e m Standard Tine on the G. A. L. Eastern Standard 

.Aaar is used thraugnout this report. 

Operating rules of both lines read in aart as follows: 

98. Trains vaist approach * * * 
railroad crossing- at grade. * * ¥ 

prepared to stoe, unless * * * } 

signals indicate ireceed, and track 
is cl ear. * * * 

Special time-table instructions of V e S. a. h, rcaa 
1 n a r t a a f e 11 o w a: 

k.SEakOAD CkO,\VINGS. 
>;- * + 

D-8- Railroad e r o d i n g s o t grade 
protectee by gates: 

* * * 
Eellington, * * * I. b, N. f a. , 
J 5 miles p^er hour. * * * -f * * 

P/Jllrtin Nc . 7], detea August 30, 1957, and aadresaei 
to a 1I o-ncerned, reads in part as fellows: 

REE: 0re a aing G-ates-' 'el lirgton, Ai a . 
5l< ¥ * 

Trains i.uat ..parcach tsis crossing 
under lui i centra^, e s . e c t m g to iind 
the- ti'.ite set ag'iinst thorn, * * * 

* * * 

In the vicinity of the paint of accident the masiiaam 
authorized ranees tar passenger trains on the L. A E. is 4.5 
iii1 as per hour and on the S. A. L. , 55 miles per aour. On 
t1': croosir.a involved all trains of the L„ L II. are restricted 
ta la rail as*" .-ar hear and all trains of the S. A. L. be 15 
ai'• es , r-i- hour. 

Deicnetior, of Acciaent 

Nc . 85, a soutP-bound first- 'Ecses E. i'a N. -assenger 
br x n , consisted ef s n g m e I8G, one baggage-mail car and 



t'-o coache-.a, in che order .named. The first oar vas of all-
steel construction and the remainder "'ere of stecl-underframe 
construction. After a terminal air-brake test ;,.'as mode this 
train departed from Birmingham, 86.16 miles north of Welling­
ton, at 9:35 a. m. , according to the dispatcner'a record cT" 
movement of trains, 1] minutes late, departed from Oaasaon, 
16.5 miles north of Wellington and the last open office, at 
12:0a p. m. , 16 minutes late, stopped at Wellington "itr 
the front end of the engine standing about 40 feat south or 
tbe crossing and the tender standing on the ciossing, and 
immediately afterward it was struck by 6. A . L. N O . 9. 

No. 9, a west-bound lirrt-class S. A, L. passenger-
train, e insisted of engine 223, one mail-eypresv- car, ee, 
express c:r, one passenger-baggage car, t* _c coaches, one 
Pullman lounge car and one Pullman sleeping car, in the order 
named. All cars eir^ of steel construction. At Atlanta, 
101.7 mi las east of ' 'e! lingtcu, a tcrrvao"' air-brake test 
was -aae. This train dee-a't^d from Atlanta at 9:43 a. m. , 
according to th> dispatp.e-r' .l r*cord . ± movement of triins, 
1 hour 58 minutes late, aoon m'tca it departed from 
Atlanta a rutin uip teat ui' the broke -..-a,-: ma die. The brakes 
e?re used to centre l tie eeoea .u tea train it various points 
en route, and they /unopened '.ecpcrlv. No. 9 passed Piedmont, 
18.2 miles oast of " ailln;ton and tie last op'jn office, at 
12:06 p. vi. , 5 loans 15 minute;-, lat*., uid "rhile moving at an 
estimated apeecl of Z to 6 mile.- 'C.r .hour it collided vita 
L. .1 P. No. 85. There 1 ~a -. na condition of engine 223 t':at 
dlstxacted the attention of the craw or obscured their viaicn. 

a. 0 M. engine 186 and its tender were overturned to 
the light by the impact. The front end of the engine stopped 
on the roadbed and the rear end of the tender 18 feet vest of 
the crosaving. The Tight -ide of the cab 1 ras crusted. Oteam 
pioos " in the cab wer-e broken. The left v e-fawme of tne 
tender was bent Inward 15 inches, tne left side sheets vere 
punctured, ana tne light side of tee frame 'as broken. The 
first car was not derailed but ''as slightly damaged. Engine 
223, of S. 1. L. No. 9, etoppei •aith the front and standing 
about 1 leet ^rest of the center-line of the crossing. The 
front end i ras cone id era];ly damaged. 

It T ras clear at the time of the accident, which occurred 
it .12:33 p. n. 

The i-mrmoyee killed was the enginee?- of L. & N. TTo. 85. 
The employees injured were th« fireman of ].. & N. No. 85 and 
the engineer of S. A. L . No. 9. 
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Data 

During 1 the 30-day period preceding the day of the acci­
dent the average caily movement on the L. & N. over the 
crossing Involved '.as 7.1 trains and on the S. A. 1., 12.53 
trains. 

Discussion 

The rules governing operation on the lines involved 
provide that ---ten a train is reproaching a railroad crossing 
at grade It must he p? ppared to stop unless the signals 
indicate proceed and the tragic is clear. All surviving 
members of the ore1;.: involved understood these reouir~merrts. 

T v e crossing itvclved is protected by a crossing gate. 
T'rhen it is desired to author ire the movement of an L. £„ IT, 
t r a m over the crvssicg, tne gate is swung, across the track 
of the 8. A. L. m J "loehed to an anchor >;ost. If the gate 
is across the S. A. L. trac:-;, it display'? stop signals in 
both d i l a t i o n s the .a. T. track. The g.-.to is operated 
by a station aorter under the dir _ctien o f the agent-op ere tor 
About 10:57 a. m. the sorter' ej -ni r l the E P - t e across the 
3 . A . L. trw'ck to permit t^e iiovemont or a south-bound second 
class L. c- IT. freight train eve]- tin crossing. The gate re­
gained in this position until the Lime of the accident. 

According to the : tat orient of the fireman of the L. & 
N. train, as ids trein aae spare 1chirig bho crossing the 
engineer controlled the speed so that the train could be 
stepped, ehort of t1"-' crossing. Througaout a distance of 
abaut 1,202 foot, the iaref.ian obs'-rvol that the gate was 
^cacaw the S. A. L , track, lie "oas not a aire of the opareach 
o~' 2. A. ],. Mo. 9 until that train eol'.iu.cQ with the tender 
of ais engine imiaoa j. t <-- Ly aft ;r his train stepped. 

'-eaear l.i."".g to the eta torrents of the enginemen ef the 
3 . .a. H O tr^in, th i r war-, maintaining a lockout ahead from 
ta- 1 a "ir''t""e seder or the cab as their t r a m was anproach 
ane; ' . • ] ._ 'i . tha speed was 'Paait 5r: miles per hour. 
2a-- e- - .... Pa T it a aoint a cant 4,^00 feet east of 

c . a. I D - p o u n d bra e-pipe reduction and, 
sit..! - a . a a e , another 10-,can a ^ecittien; then at 
- ooi " 1, V PCI.rta.er west: rn_ made -at,ill another 
1 0 - ! ' . W A ' - * - ' - . hen jira ereine r"aah.jc. x point about 
1 ) 2d ' a u e a a L + ; : ( :. < =1*15 tea s^eea -.bout 25 miles 
per hour. I I R ra, T paiana the eririne-a M I ~ar""-e-.i the oosition 
of the apte in a Lheught at - r - in eantler for nisaage of 
trains on the 3 . a. I . P.e .-al-ed to t^e fireman teat the 
gate A T I s "clear" one, since at ae.s has intention to ston the 

I F 
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t r a m at the station with the engine standing west of the 
ore;-sine, he manipulated the orar'c valve so that graduated 
release was effected and crake-cylinder cressuro throughout 
the train was reduced about 20 pounds. When the eogine was 
50C feet ocist of thr crossing the speed was about 20 miles 
per sour and bhe engineer observed that the a,ate v'os set 
against rovement on the G. A. L. Ke immediately moved the 
brake valve to emergency position, opened tee sander valve, 
u i i d placed the reverse lever in position for backward 
motion, nut the distance was insufficient to stop short cf 
bhe crossing. He said that tne L. & N. train did not occupy 
the crossing until after the brakes en the S. A. h. train 

ipplied in emergency. The fireman s~id taat he did 
not roar the engineer coll the position of the gate and he 
Wis unable to see its position until the engine was about 
500 feet east of the crossing. Before he eouid call a 
warning, the engineer hod taken a ction to stop the train. 
Both, enginemen jumped off about 150 feet cast of tne cross­
ing, at •filch joint the speed was about 4 or 5 miles per 
hour. According to the statements cf the conductor and 
tie baggageman c r the IS, A. L. brain, as their ti"in "as 
appro a ohing the crossing th/ speed was being reduced and 
boti. thougnt tatir tr .in 'ras being operated so that It could 
he a bopped .-aw rt of the •-rossing. rh.itrar wo vavr? of 
anything being wrong until the brakes were aapii'wl in 
emevcernaa-. 

The rules ropu'red tnat the C. A, h. cr n n be prepared 
to stop short of the crossing unless che oigntls indicator! 
Proceed and the way ems clear, but the investigation dis­
closed that at a point 50n foot o .act of tie crossing the 
--•peed was 20 mile, "er acur. To.c oivkes of th- c:, A. L. 
train haa hoen tested ana had funjt 1 m a d proper!v. The 
weataer '-as cle,jr and there was notaing to obstruct the 
vision, If the 8. *i. L. t i a m haa b 'en operated prop .red 
to stop short of toe dossing this accidtnt would, have boon 
averted. 

Oaa so 

It is found that t h i J accident was caused hy failure to 
operate the £. A. L. train in compliance with a crossing 
signal inalc-.tticn. 

Dated at h'aroln.atcn, D. C , this third day oi April, .1942. 

By the Commission, Commissioner Patt^rt-on 

(ST11L) 
w. P. BART EL, 

Secretary. 


