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Accident 2t Wellinecton, Aln., on Iehroary 20, 1042, couscd
by failure to onerate S, a. T, Ledn in COW017EECG
itn eretsing signel inlietion.

e I e v pevird
REPOURYT Op THR COLIISSI0N

PATTER=D:, Comriissioner:

On February 27, 1942, theres wor 1 '3.0g collision betore
a pazgsenger brain or the toulsville X Dz -2valle Helaroad an
a oossenger train of e Seaboard iy Line BE-1iray ot
Vlellington, Ala,., whicn resulicd in the dedubr o7 (ne cnnloyve
and the injury of ¢ =1i.loyces,

Under dtthurltv c1 suctico 07 (D) -1 whe Interstate Some
merce Act tlie above--entitled .Toceezing .=meg referreca h- the
Cormission to Comrigaioner Potterscen (o~ -~omnideration aund

disposition
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Location of Accident and Method of Coperation

T-iv accldent occurred at an intersection of the Louis-
ville & Naghville Railrozad, hercinafter referred to as tie
L. & N,, and the Seaboara Alr Line Ruiliay, hereinafte
retferred to as the S. A. L. Wellington is lcezted on that

vart of the Eirringham Division of the L. & N. which e¢xtends
between Y Tover and Sheps, aAla., a distance cof 94.80 miles,
and on tunat g2rt of the Birminglhiam Sub-division of the
Gecrgia Division of the 8. A. L. which sxtenic betireen
POWUlLS Tard, Atlenta, Ga., and 32nd otrect, ?1r?ing%3m,
Ala,, o lisvance of 161.5 milezs. 1In the vicinity of the
peint ¢of accident botlh ure single-track lines. On the L. &
N. trains are operated by tiwmctable uana train orders. There
ic ne nlock system in uwse. On the 5. A. L. trains are
opcrited by timetable, tr“iﬂ or ers any a menual-tlock
sYEtem 1cor following pagsen trﬁlns enly. These traces
intarsect at an angle of 606 . As tlhe ecroseing 1g a)nor
from the north on the Lo % N. thn track is vanpgent 2,

pes}

oached
i GrB.D
feet to the crocsing and ~owe dictance G‘OL“Q AL tTe noint

o

of accident tle UrPJu for sovha-vound t' ins is (.35 nercent
descerding. S0 othe cressing. e approacaed ilom tiie east on

the S. A. L. tnare arc, iun zuc-oession, o banscnt 4,556 feet

in length, & 2% ourve to t7o viont 871.6 Peoct and a tangent

3,036.1 fect te the 2resring and sx.e digtunce beyond. The

graje for =ut-vound troinz ivarlies betrsen 0.28 oercent and

1.0% mercent descencing throcuracub o aistance of 35,730 feet,
snd then 1s level 575 fest Lo the crossiang.

Mhoverientc over bhe erocsing are governed hv a gate

wilen 18 mantzlly controlie? under the suoervision c¢f the
?gelt—OUOTQtOT it ellington. The guete :1s triansular in
chape, con:trtotcu of 1-1/2-incu iion pine, =ad 1.cunted on

a post Jocated In the acutinnest corner of the inlersection
in such manuer that it mey bhe grung wcross oitier track. The
post iz 16 Teet © i-cies in ueight wnd 2 syviteh ramp 1s
mounted on to in fuern monner that L6 disploys rea at right
angles to the o%c aaa green in laine with the gate. he
lover bir ot tne gate 1g 19 Teet 9 inches in length. Anchor
posts OTE providaq on ezch line so that the i1c/er bar can be

lztcliea and locked b ite outer end. & rectanzular =ign,
12-3/4 1nches Dy 26 inches, bearing tre word "oSIOP" in olack
Jetters 6-5/4 inches high on 2 yhits bacxriound, 13 ounted
cn the gate 6 feet avove the cvel of tie %Booe of the rail.
A gwlten limp mounted ahove the =ign disrla 8 a red aspect
at right angles to the gate. Tre nermal suzition of the
gate 1is asoinst nevewents on the S, A L. On the &0 AL L.
a sign bearing the ordis "IWAILR0.D CRCLISING™ 13 locitad at
a polnt 5,288 [ret cast ¢ the arcosing involved.
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movement of trains, 11 minutes late, o@rzrted Trom Gaasdaon,
16,5 miles novth of Wellington “nd the laost ooen olfic¢e, At
12:00 p. m., 16 minutes 1ﬂce, stonpved 4% Vellington "1t
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imnodintely atfberv.rd it was struck by o. A. L. No. 9.
Fo, 9, a west-bound {irvst-class S, A, L. 2asorqnger
train, vjnsiqted of engine D205, one mall-exorass Cir, Cuo
ez TESE CLr, ONe passengexr- lv;.¢§e car, % ¢ conches, onc
11ibrl lounge car and ong Pullman Qlecal_g car, in the order
RLCd. A1l care wore of steel conetruction. At “tlontz,
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ias rage, I'his train des:rt:d rroi atisnta 2t 9043 9, L.,
accorning to th disvpateacr’ reeord (I owoeversnt of trains,
1 hour 58 mlnutes late, woon rten 1t devcrted frow
Atlanta a ruvnaras bLeat o’ tre hore ens waae.  The brakes
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Durinz the 3C-6azy pericd rreceding the day of the acci-
dent the averace cally moverient on the L. & N. over the

s 3 Treald - P S - P T 1o ®5R
crossing invelved - as 7.1 trains and on ths 5. A. L., 12.093
t2ins.

The rulce governing operatlion on the lines invelved
e trat ~Tan & train is wgroaching a rallircad croesing
at grade it rmet be >roopared o stos vnless thne slgnals
ineicet ocecd and the trusx is clear. All surviving
members of the cr=ws wnvolved vnaerstcod these reculratents.
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troin at the sbtation with the engine standing vezt of the

crorsinT, be manipulited the brare valve o that craduated
rnlengs vas ¢ffected and braxe-cylinder cressurs throuslout
tlhe troin wae reducea 4bout 29 poun Wi 1as
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SO0 feet easht of the crossing the
per mour and bhe ‘rvln”er cbserved
anst rovenent on the S. AL L. He im.edictely noved tos
rake v2ive to emergency 1o altlan, occnea toe sander valve,
a1l p¢;ﬁou tha reverse lever in Dusition Ter backward
amotion, nut the distance wag incufficient to stop short of
tie GIO 5ing.  He onl :h tne L. & N. troin did not ceeupy
uje crogsing until af the braxes con the S° Ao Too train

ppliecg in AICTE v. The Tirensn g~id that he A1d
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Wi unoble o =ee {ts poeition until the eng
200 reet east of the crocring. Before e could ecall a

warning, thc engineer hoa tekon action te «tor the train.
Dot ensincmern jumped off aboub 250 feet cust ol tre cruss-
ing, ot ~hich pcint the speed was cbout 4 or 5 il P
bour. Accoruing to tile statementz o the confuctor and
Tuo bagsag
nppoceaching the crosoing
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bote thcou QLT trelr tr.in s bLolng qu:rit;a 2¢o tioet 1t could
X - Fal I - e - 3 . - T - -0
o Sbonpged ~ncvt of the ~roceings. Moithow ol owvvare of

et e e PR b 1- [ . . . TS A3 3
anyuiing Uesing vronz until the brokels weee woplisdi in

EMei g cnet

The rulss roouirad tnet the 2. A L. or:iin he prebared
So stop zhoru of the crossing unl<3ss ohe -izn.ds indacotald
wreecsd 2nd the vay was elear, but the investiaaticn dis-
closid tnat 2t a pnipt 500 fo=t cast o ti ¢ crcosing tae
peed was 20 nilles rer ncur. Toeo ovoxes ol thee &, AL I,
Lredn hadg Teen tested sne had funciioned nromeriv Tre
wiather ras cleer and thers w2 notoing to obetruct tle
vivien, IP the o, a. Lo froan hod 2oen coorabon pronayed
5o stop short of the croscing this gaccidens weoull »ave boen
avartea.

CousG

It 1z Tound thet this accident was eauzed by Ta'llure to

o e the S, A, L. train in complzunce with 2 ¢rossing
A

. P. EaRTEL,

(SI0T.) Sceretary.



