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INTERSTATE COMMERCZ COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THEE BUREAU OF SAFETY CONCERNING
AN ACCTDENT WHICT OCCURRED ON THE LOUISVILLE & NASH-
VILLE RAILROAD AT SOUTY LOUISVILLE, XY., ON MARCY

3, 1922.

May 2, 1933.

Tc the Commiasion:

On March 3, 1832, there was a rear-end collision be-
tween A Louisville & Nashville passenger train and a
Kentucky and Indiana Terminal Railroad transfer train on
the tracks of the Loulsville & Nasaville Railroad at South
Louigville, ¥Xy., which resulted i1n the injury of one
passenger and one emrmloyee.

Location and methed of ovperation

Thie accident cccurred within the vard limits of the
Louisville Terminrl on that part of tae Soutnern Subh-Divi-
sion of the Louilsville Division which extends between Union
Station and mile vost 8 a2xd 18 a dounle-track line over
which trains are owcrated by time-table, train orders, and
soecial i1nstructions, all movemerts in tlla ter rltorv are
controlled by a yard disnatcher, orders and instructions
being 1ssued verballv. Two gecticas of this na~t of the
terminal main tracks are controlled by automatic block
s1gnals, out there 1= a section of track between these twe
gections Which 1s a0t controlled by automatic signals and
the accident coccurred within tus territory. Y"A' Street
tower 1s located apwroximately 15 miles south of Union
Station and t1e poiat of accident was about 15 miles south
of this tower, spproaching tiie poi-t, seginniag at "AY
Street tower, the ftrack 1s tan-zent to tne nmeoiat of accident
and for a considerable drstance evond that vwoint, while
the grade 1s level. Al » point apout 1,400 feet north of
tne tower there 1s a coniection of tne K&IT tracks with
L&N track 1, which parallels the ma'n tracks on tne west,
and there is a crossover hetween t71s track and the south-
bou“d main track a short distance wouth of the connection.

There 18 also a facing-point crossover between the main
triu%s avout 7,800 feet souta of "A" Streect tower and just
gouth of Gentrul Avenue, and the accideant occurred on the
nortabound main track at a point 99 feet scuth of the south
switch of this croseover. he switcl stands of this cross-
over are of %tne low tyne and are equioved with switch larms,
tae ceaters of the lenses being 18 inches above the reils,
ni~nt indications are greern for main track movements and
red for diverging movementis There are other crossovers 1n
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the vicinity of Central Aveaue rwmaprdled by switeca tenders,
and under snecial time-taocle 1nstiructions, trains and
engincs are regurred to anmroac under contrel, exrectirg
to fiad trains and yard cuts crossing over, and see that
track 18 clear aad switches right before wvroceeding.

It was raiairng at the sime of the ~ccident, which
occarred adout 10.30 n. w.

Description

Tae K&IT trarsfer train coasiested of 44 cars, hauled
Dy engine 28, waich was backinz up, axd was 1n chnrg: of
Conducter YWelsa aud Inginemzn Scannell. Taixs train entered
LN track 1 from the K&IT ftrac«s at 10.14 ». m |, crossed
over te tae southbound main track and proceeded southwsrd
to the crossovers south of Centrsl Avenue, where 1t entered
the nortaoound rain track, and 1t was mcving over tais
latter track at az estimated sweed of 15 or 123 miles per
hour when the rear of tie train was strick by L&N train
To. 1.

Soutnbound L&N passeiger traian No. 1 consisted of 1
bagzage car, 1 wail car, 1 bagtege car, 1 exnress car, 1
bazzaze car, 2 cocacnes, 4 Pullw o sleeping cars and 1 )
cazar car, all of steel courstruction and 1n tie order aaredi
hauled v engiane 413, and vas 1o caarge of Conductor
Fletcner aad En~ineman Jo-nsoa. Tiuis train departed from
Union Station at 10.03 ». w., six minutes late, vesszed "A"
Street tower at 10.26 v. m., 35 minutes late, headed

hrough the crossover south of Central Aveanue, and collided
with the KSIT transfer ftrain while traveling at a sneed
thought to have ceen a%out 20 or 25 ui1les ver "wnur

The rear car in the transfer train was telescopned and
tae second car from the rcar was deralled and thrown to
one side. The taird car, a taak car loaded wit. kerosene,
had cne pair of wheels of tie rear truck derailed, tae
conteats of t13s car cauzht fire aad cau-ed the destruction
of a caboose standirag on an adjaceat track. None of the
equivment of tiain No. 1 was derailed, Dut the froat end
of the eamine was guite nadly Jamaged and the counler on
the respr ead of the first car was brnken, The cmnlovee
injured was the flagman 5T the transler itrain.

Summary of evidence

Engineman Scennell, of the %ransfer train, stated that
the north crossover switch at Ceatral Avenue was oneded
when ne Was aboat 20 car-lengths from 1t, with the swWwitch
lamm disnleavins a2 Ted 1undicetion, and when about 12 car-
lengths from the crossover he received a back-un signal
from the switch teader. The train started through the
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crossover at a sseed of about 1o miles mer .aour, hut after
the engine entered t1e northbouad track sneed was in-
creased to aboat 15 miles wmer hour and the traia was
travelinz at acout tue ratc of sneed wae- he felt a lurch ,
followed oy aa emergency anplicatioa of the brakes waich
brouzat twe train to 2~ stop. .

Firewman Taompscn, of the transfer train, said t+t when
hls train reacaed a woint about 20 car-lenztas from the
norta crossover switca he noticed thrv the lamm was dis-
nlaving a green 1ndication and unmon reaching a woint about
12 car-lengths from the switch he =a™ the indication change
to ted, he did nct see any slgnuals given bty the switch

tender.

Conductor Welsh, o the transfer train, sfated that
h1s train arrived 4t the K&IT conaection at 10.04 o m |
but was delayed until 10.14 o m. hefore a signal was
received from the switch-teander to enter the L&N tracks.

He rode on tae enzine waiile the movenelt 'vag belng made,
aad the train vassed "A" Street tover under a yelleow signal
rndication. The train continmied southwnrd to the cross-
over at Ceatral Ave., wwnere 1% enitered the northbound main
track, and was moving at a sneed ol from 15 to 128 miles

0fT uoar vaen gomething struck tae rear end of tne train,
caufinT 1t te ston suddenly, uv to tats time no stons aad
been made after entering the L&N ftracks. Conductor Velsh
further stated thiat alth-ough 1t was rainirg, ne could dis-
t1azguisn the red indacation of the switca larm at the nerth
crossover switch far a distance of acout 15 car-lengths
before the cngiae reacaed 1t. He "eld no conversation
with t1e switch teader at the K&IT conaiection before enter-
ing on the L& tracks, sut accented ais back-uv signal ard
tne yellow signal at "AM Street tover as authority to
nroceed on the soathbound track, viile tae red indication
of the switch lamm at tae north switca of the crossover
south of Ceatral Avenue togetaer wita signals given by % e
switca tender at that moint, indicated thaw the frain was
to eater tie nortabound track. Tae statemeats of IHead
Braskeman Willis, of the transfer train, added no additional
facts of 1imoortance.

Flazmai Pope, of tne transfer troin, sta*ted that e
did not knov what time the train left X&IT Junction, aeither
d1d e know that traian llo. 1 was nehind ais fraia., Taere .
was a red laatern han-ing from A annde'd on the rear end
of the last car, a goidola, A:d "¢ wos ridiag on $h1s car
10ldiacr 3 wilte lantern while the train vas moving over the
L&N tracks, but he 411 nnt see T headlicht of an appreoach-
1ag ea21ne until his attention vas attracted to 1t by a
svvlitch tender coming f-om tae direction of the saanty near
tae crossover, who apneared to be giviag stop signals with
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2 yellow lantern. A% first ae had thouzat 1t was a
switc1 eazine wiich followed ais train from the K&IT
tracxs, but he at once realized thnat 1t was a train ap-
proaching at a ranid rate of sweed and attemvted to gzet
off, out was uanahble to do so before tne collision occurred.
He had torpedoes and a fusee in 118 wessessicn, ag well

as red and wairte lanterns. He estimated tnat his train
moved through the crossover at a sneed of 15 miles per
hour and tiat train No. 1 ammrcached the noint of accident
2t a =need of HC or 80 niles wer hour. Flagman Povpe
further stated *hat he had not teen examined on the L&N
rules but had been instructed to comnly with rule 99 while
operating over that railroad.

Engineran Johnson, of train No. 1, stated that the
train left the station 6 minutes late and wag delayed 1B
or 2C minutes at K&IT Junction. His train devarted from
that voirt at 10.42 »n. m. aad was traveling at a smeed of
12 or 14 a1les mer aour as 1t aovnroached the crossover at
Ceatral Avenue. Wien the engiane reached a woint about
one car-length from the nerth switch he observed that the
switch lamn was dieplaying a red indicaticn, a2t about which
time the fireman called a wariing, and Engineman Johnson
imrediately avrelied the brakes in emerzency, this reduced
the speed of the train and he said 1t was running very
slowly when tnae colli=icn occurred. When asked how he
could have overtakea the ftransfer train had his owa train
been travelinz at a sneed of oaly 12 or 14 miles ner hour,
he sa1d 1t vas his cpinion the transfer was standing. The
neadlight of his eamine was ourning brizhtly aad he had
maintalaed a coastait lookout 11 the direction 1a which
the train was moving after leaving K&IT Junction but had
a0t seea any ligats or signals of any Xi1d excent fixed
g1zaals, mwrior to the accideant. ZEngineman Johnson further
gtated that 1t vas raining, the a1 .at was very dark, and
emoke w7as blowing across the tracks in the viciaity of
Central Avenue, restricting the view ahead. He knew the
rules required nim to use extrn precaution under certain
weather conditions wnd was faniliar »1th the time-taole
rule wailch required trainsg to annroach the Ceatral Aveaue
crosgovers under control exmectiig to find traras and yard
cute crossians over, but 1t was alsc his understanding that
trni1as are sunvosed to make their scheduled rua-ing time
through the terminal ai1d e corsidered that hig trnin was
under coatrol at the =need at which 1t was traveliag,
although he said that vwhea veather conditicns are bad 1t 18
difficult to locate the suitches at Central Avenue, 1n
tnis varticular cage he did not know the transfer train was
ahead of nim and did not see the red lanter: szid to have
peen aanging 2n the rear of the last car.

Fireman Stivers, of train ¥o. 1, was ridiag on 118
seat ocox, and vhen the traia reachned a woiant about 20 car-
lengths from the crossover at Central Avenue he saw stop
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siznals beixz given with a yellow lamp from a moint about

50 feet east of tae soutlround main track and a few car-
leazths north of the crossover. At Tirst he thought these
g1znals were 1atended for a yard crew, but upon raising '
up ne noticed they were emergeacy stop signals and at

oice saouted a warning to the eagineman, wno in turn

applied the brakes 1in emergencyatthis time the engine was .
about two car-lengthe from the aorth crossover switch,
traveling at a sceed of 15 or 18 miles oer hour, and he
thought the smeed had ween reduced tec 7 or 8 miles uer

nour when the collision occurred. He did not see the
erogsgver svitch lamms, although when the engine wvas about
three or four car-lengths frcm the north switci, after he

had varned the engineman, he noticed cars moving through

the crossover, he did not see anyone on the rear of these

cars. Fireman Stivers described tine wveather conditions

as rainy, and steam and smoke from engines standing at

the roundhouse located a short distance north of tne

crossover was blowing acrcss the tracks, interfering vith

the view.

Conductor Fletcher, of train No. 1, stated that the
traia departed from the station at 10.02 n. m. and was
brougnht to a stov at 10.05 p. m. with the rear car standing
on QOak Street crossing avproximately 2,200 feet north of
the K&IT Junction, where 1t remained untili 10.24 ». m.
before the train proceeded. He was riding in the sixth
car of the train while amownroaching the crossovers at
Central Avenue, and was looking at his watch, which inda-
¢ated tae time as 10.30 », m., when ae felt the slack run
1n as thouzh the Dbrakes had been avelied i1n emergency,
followed by another shock just before tne train came to
a stop. He weat through the train to learn 1f the flagman
nad gone back and vhether any vassengers were injured,
and taea wroceeded to the vad end of the train to ascertain
waat nad occurred, e did not kaoow that another train was
preceding his owWwn train. He aoticed coas:iderable suoke 1in
tne vicinity out as there was a tank car on fire some of
this smoke may have beea caused by tae fire. He could not
estimate the smeed of the train at tae time of the accident,
althouzn judging from the time the train vsssed "A" Street
Junction, apout 10.25 o. m., and the time at which the
collision occurred, he estimated that the speed averased
24 or 25 miles ner hour between these two voints.

Flagman Haynes, of train Mo. 1, stated that he rode
1n the rear car safter leaving Ca% Street and estimated that .
the train traveled at a sweed of about 15 miles per hour
between that vciat and Central Avenue. ™is first kneovledge
of anything wrong was —hen he felt a heavy aoplication of
tne brakes, wihich was followed by the impact of the colli-
sion, He got off as soon as the train came to a ston and
starteda bvack to flaz but due to weather conditions he
could see for a distaace c¢f only apout 800 feet,
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Switen Teader Vittitoe, on dAutv at Ceatral Avenue,

at tae time of *4.ae agcideat, ord beel irformed hy tne yard
dicpatcher that the X&IT fransler »oald »recede tresin lo.
1 and was inctrasted to crnse tae tr-acfer over to the
northoound track. "2 renented ticee 1 structiciu to
another switch ftrader, vho nadled the svitees for the
movement, aad thel oesen licing switehes aear the round-
houge for nther traias and ensines, a~d 1t 1re Wwule so
enfaged that he observed the traacfer troin moving thrcugh

he crosgover at a goheed of 12 or 15 miles -er aour. He
was adsout 10 cer-lerrtne north of tae cros-over and east

of the main tracke worr e neard train Vo. 1 annrcaching,
and he attemnted to cross tn the uvest ride of the tracks

to s1gnal the eazlaeman »u% wWos unanle to d¢ go asg the
train waz thea too cloge, he did, hovwever, give ston sionals
on the Tireman's side with a yollow 1artern, althouga he
did not see the firemsan waen ftie enwgine wasced nim, Working
steam, he heard an s»plicaition o7 the oracesc just vefore
the collision occurred, 720 eneerd of 4rain To. 1 at tlre
time tne erzine wmasced him vae 25 or 70 11les wner hour
and 1t was then only about seven or ei~nt cnr-lengths from
the rear end of the transfer troin. Tre "wadlirht of the
paggenger Ceriine Var purniag, 2ad he st oa red lomm hanging
on the rear end of tne transfer, zs well s thie {lazman
riding on tiwe roar car, tne switch larne at t2e croscover
gitcaes were pur-~1.a7 and disnlaing red 1ndicatioas.

Switcn Tender v»1zat, who alao ves on duby at Central
Avenue, stated that .e conerated tae ovitches for the meve-
me 1t of tae transfer, first liring f-c <nouth crocgaver
switca and the: tae aorth s.itc .. After omeaing the latter
switcl1 he noted the Ttire to be 10.20 ». 2., and at 10.33
or 10.24 v. m. 22 opserved tue traassicr awproaching, about
20 car-lerngtns disSrut. He Jas on tiwe ea~t side of the
ma1a lracks and s1ve a simoal Tcr fagt troin <o wroceed
nnl ag 1t neared thne croseover he gnve another arocoed
s1onal, knowing tant 1t was on the *ime of trair ko, 1.
de thel boerded a2 cacooge standiayr on a1 adjacent trock
a1d vmen the enging wassed Mo gloated to the ensineman to
qurry 1n order to clear +he t:ncxk Sor trara No. 1. After
tae engine pasced u7r 26 ~ot off the caboose and vent te
tan epoath crossover switch, Waere he was logated viiep he
observed the heedli-  t of trair dn. 1 anvmreacghing. Fe saw
Jvitch Tender Vittitce run acress the yard tracve nod
Five 4o £1:mals, Aaad he glso csave stom 17 mals Trem his
o/n poslticn on the cast ezde of the tracks, bwut by the
tirie tae roar ¢nd of tie “ransfer traim cleared the couth-
hound main track 1t was too lrte for him to cross over te
She west side of the trnmcss and give farther sicnals. When
the rear of the trarefer » g3ed 11m ne called to the flae-
man to pet off, and waen ta. crziae of trein e, L paseed
him he shouted to the firemin to s*too, Mut the brakes vere
not avclied until taoe ene1me wac metirgeyr one-nalf and one
car-leagth from the rear ead of the cot>er traxn. HYe esta-
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rated te sneed of %-e transfer *tra11 2t tne time the

r2ar ead passed Yam ot 10 or 12 riles ner our aad the
eoecd of trara Fo. 1 wetween 25 And 30 11leg Her hour, aad
further stated tont <he enrine of trsarn Wn. 1 had entcrod
tne norta cros~over £v1tch before Lo roar of Y trarsfer
train had cleared the croessover. .

Yard Dispatcanr Bects stated that Moion train Io. 204
left Union station 2t 10 n. m. »nd L&NW trnia Wn. 1 at 10.03
u. m. Taoe enziae o the wWenon train va= cerarled at K&IT
Juaction, caasing traia Ne. 1 to be delaved. In the mcai-
time tne s 1tch te-der at t-at voiit reonorted a K&IT
transfer moving frowm tne *rackz of +that cormalv, aad as he
did not knor how lonz train No. 1 would be deleyed he made
arrangerments to perrit the K&IT tran-fer *o »rocced, and
tnen called %the swatch ten’er at Central 4venuc ond 1n-
structed him to cross the n3IT ftraacier over to the nortia-
bound track, Aas arrangements nad oven made for 1t to move
to taat moint ahead of train Fo. 1

Conclusions

This accident vas caused prirarilv oy tae farlure of
Ingineman Jo.nso1l, of train No. 1, *o oo rnte 1185 tTrin
under contirol as reouired by special 1astr.etions.

Under snecial 1natructions coirtairaoed 1. the time-table,
all traine and eaviacs were reguirced to avproach the crogs-
overs at Central Avesue under onitrol, exwmectns to f1d
trains and vaird cuts croseiac over, aad to =ce that the
trrck was cleer awd the switchcs ri~nt Hefore procecding.
Accordiag to Enzincmai Johnsoa, 1< trailn nvas traveling 2t
a snced of 12 or 14 miles »cr hedr " hea he ohserved taat the
switca lamm at the north crosrover switch at Confral Aveave
vars digplasing 2 red i1adicatinn, e immediotcly annlied the
brakega in emergemcy it 1t was the too labte to nreveant
colliding with the transfer trean, whica he t..ou-nt vas
stnradiag st1ll. Other evideace, hovever, i1ndicated that
the aneed of ths tranafer train was nnt far from 15 milea
per aour, and under taese circursinnces 1t 18 apnarent that
train No. 1 vas travsling at ~ sseed oF at le=st 30 riles
per hour waiel. the accident occurrcd. Such ~n estivate 18
10 1ine with the conductor'ts stotement that ae thou -ht tne
train averazed 21 or 25 miles w:r hour betwzen "AT Street
Junction and the woint of ~ccident, 11 otarr "ordsg, =1r17e-
man Jo'neoa T as mnintainiag anmroxim=ately cc-edule soexd, .
vhich 18 about 33 riles ver houtr +'roi~a t-1s mart of the
terrinsl. It was raiming al the fime of the nccrdeat, mith
smoke and sieam bDlowLa; across %ne tracks Trom cheInes
standing at the roundiouse -orth of Ce:tral Avequr, and
under tnese unfavorasle coaditions 1% "77s norticalarly
necessary for Eawineman Jeoaarcn to hove 113 troin urnder full
control.

-
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Flagman Pone was riding on the rear car of the
transfer trnin a1d ha2d A white lantern, wiile a red
lantern wag hangin~ on the rear of %1e car. He Tailed
to give =ny ston sizmils, however, wien he savW agn apoureaci-
ing headlicht as e tiought 1t was a switeh engine, nct
Ynowiag thet train No. 1 ims follovin his trnaia. Had
he ziven stop sicnals, hovever, 1t 1s of course wmroblem-
atical waether they Jould have neen seen i1n time to azve
heen acted unmom by tie encine crev oif treia Fo. 1, as taey
did not see the stos signnls beinz ziven D one of the
switcn teaders a3t tie crossover, nor did they discover the
traasfer train movingz throu-sh the crossover until thear
train had almost reached taat noint.

An azreement netwveen the t7o railrosds involved 1n
t1s accident nermits emolovees of erther raillroad to
worz on tae line of the other cormany vvithout an exanina-
tion on the rules other than thoes of t1: road that erwloys
them, time=taoles tc De suo~lied to crews of ooth companies.
The 1nvestigation develowed, hovcver, tha® none of the
K&IT employees involved had a L&Y time-table, nor did
they know that traia Fo. 1 was follouwilay then, nslthough
under bulletin i1astrvctions of loag stantines, vrrd crews
are suonnosed to be informed coacerning overdie massceager
trains.

The emmloyees involved were exnerieiced rmen and ot
tae time of tae accident none of toem nad oeen on duty in
viclation of aay of tae wnrovisioas of the Pours of service
law.

Resvectfully submitted,
. P BCRLATD

Director.



