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WASHINGTON

REPORT NO. 3305
LCUISVILLE AND NASHVILLE RATLROAD COMPANY

AT MT. PLEASANT, TZNN., ON

JANUARY 17, 1950
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SUMMARY
Date: canuary 17, 1950
Raillroad: Loulsville and Nashville
Locavion: Mt. Pleasant, Tenn.
Kind of accident: Slde collision
Equivment involved: Freight truin : Engine with cars
Train number: i Extra 1803 South :
Engine numbers: 1803 v 1284
Consists: , | - 27 cars, caboose : 11 cars
Estimoted speeds: 5 m. p. h. 5 m. o, h,
Oneracion: Rules governing movements on yvard
‘ tracks
Tracl: Yard tracx; tangent; 0.52 percent

descending grade southward

Weather: Raining

Time: 10:45 a, m.

Casveltics: 1 killed; 2 injured

Causc: Failure properly to control

switching movcment
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INTZRSTATE COMMERCE CCMMISSION

REPORT NNO.' 3308

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATICN REPORTS
UNDZR THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT CF MAY 6, 1910.

LOUISVILLE AND NASHVILLE RAILROAD COMPANY

March 7, 1250

Accideat at Mt, Pleasznt, Tenn., on January 17, 1950,
caused bty fallure properly to control & switching
movement,

1
REPCRT O THE COMMISSICN

PATTERSOL, Commissioner:

On January 17, 1950, therc was a side collislon
between a freight train and an engine with cars on the
Louisville and Nashville Railroad at ¥t, Pleasant, Tenn.,
which resulted in the death of one employee and the
injury of two emplovees. This accicdent was investigeted
in conjinection with a representative of the Railroad aad
Public Utilities Commission of Tcnnessece.

1

Under euthority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com—
merce Act the above~entitled proceeding wes referred L. The
Commission to Commigsioner Patterson for consideraticn aad
digposition.
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Birmingham
Division extending between Columbia, Tenn., and Sheffield,
Ala,, 83.85 miles, a sinegle-track line, over which trains
are operated by timetable and trailn orders. There is no
block system in use. Within yard limits at Mt. Pleasantg,
10.81 miles south of Columbia, a siding and eight yord
tri.cks parallel the main track on the west., The yard trocks
are desirnated from east to west consecutively as tracks
No. 2 to No. ©. A crossover 183 feet in length connects the
main track with the siding. The north switch of this
crossover, which is facing-point for south-bound movements
on the main track, is located 6,098 feet south of the rorth
yard-1limit sign and about EO fret south of the yard office.
At 2 voint 193 feet south of the south crossover-switch a
lead troclk diverges from the siding and connects with the
north endg of tracks Nos. 4 to 3, inclusive. The nortn
switches of tracks Nog. 5 and 7 are, respectlively, 275 rect
and 417 feet south of the north lead-treck switch. The
accident occurred €3.2 feet south of the north switch nf
track No, 5, at the fouling point of the lead track and track
No. &. Tre maln track 1s tangent throughcut a distance of
5,883 feet immediately north of the crossover and a
considerable distance southward., The turnouts at the
north ends of the yard tracks are provided with No, 8
frogs, and have a curvature of 11°12'. The wsrode 1s 0,52
percent descending southroré 2zt the point of accident.

The switch stands at the north switches of tracks l'cs,
and 7 are of the ground-throw, low-stand type, and arc

located € f=et 2 inches west of the center-line of the lend
track, They are edquippned with disec targets ond oil-burning
lamps, The targete are 10 inches in diameter and are fitted
around the lenses of the lamps, which are 4 inches in
diameter, The centers of the lesnses are 17-1/2 inches above
the level of the tops of the ralls, The lomp and the
target of each switch stand displays a green aspect when the
switch 1s lined for movement on the lead track, and displays
a yellow aspect when the switch is lined for entry to 2 yard
track,
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This carriar's operating rules read in pert es follovws

DEFINITICNS.. S "

Yard.--4 system of tracks within defined limite
provided for the meking up of trains, storing of cars
. and other purposes, over which movements not autnorized
by time-tabdble, or by train order, mav be made, subject
to pregcribed signals and rules, or special instructions.

Restricted Speed.-~-Proceed preparsd.to stop
short of train, obstruction, or enything that may

quire the speed of a train to be reduced, but not
exceedlno 15 miles per hour.

184. Restricted speed must be observed ty trains
nd engines when using side tracks and defined yard |
cl-s. .

Decerintion of Ac¢cident

Extrs 1803 South, a south-bound freight train, coasisted
of engine 1803, 27 cars snd a coboose. This train deperied
from Sislo, the last open office, £.63 miles north of ilt,
Plecsant, at 10:1 a, m., and storped on the zaaln tracl at,
the north o”osscver switch at Mt. Pleasant at 10:38 a. ',
Sevcral minutes lazter 1t moved through the crossover anc
entered the lerd trock, The engine was headed northward
and wag in backward mction, While the engine was moviag
threcugh the turnout from the lcad tracxk to tracx No. & atv »
speed of akout & miles per hour, the west side of the engine
was strucz by the tender of engine 1254.

Engineg 1254, headed southwrrd and pulling 1l cer
entered the lead track from trock No. 7. While it was WOV4u§
northveld on the 1 ad trackx nt a speed of about & miles ror
hour, the tender of the enzine struck the side of cn?lﬂe 130
at the Toullng po;nt of the lcad treck and track No. 5.

Extra 1803 South storped ith the south end of the
tender on track No., 5 and 244 feet. south of the point of
accident. The cab of the engine was demolished. Engiae
1254 was moved southward by the force of the impact and ‘ .
stophed on track No., 7 with the north end of the tender £6
feet south of the point of accident. The north truck of
the tender wis derailed. The left rear corner of the
cistern was crushed,



The fireman of ﬁttra 18682 South was killed. The
engineer of Extra LSOK South an¢ the engineer of engine 1224
wvere injured,

It was raining at the time of the accident, which
occurred about 10:45 a, m.

Digcussion

-~

Uren Extra 1803 South stopped at Mt. Pleasant the
engincer, the fireman and the front brakeman were on the
engine and the conductor and the flagman were in the cgboose.
The brokes of this train hcd been tested end had functloned
proverly when used en route. The front brokemen alightod
fror the engine, and, after receiving instructions from the
yard megter to yard hils train on track No, 5, he lined the
crossov ol switches for moveunont througn ths crossove“ end
gave a »roceed signal, He then proceeded southward on
the lcad track and lined the north switch of track Mo. 5
for movement from the lezd track to tracx No. 5. Whea he
was in the viecinity of this switch he observed the reor
end of an engine which wee standing ¢ short distance south
of the clearance voint on traockx No, 7. Cors on track No, 6
obsiructed his view of the front of the engine and of thc
members of 1ts crew. The engine wes not in motlon at the
time he lined the switch. He then procezded northward adong
the leaG tracli and bourded the engin- of Extra 1803 Zout
at & noint between tracks Nos. 4 and 5. He was standing on
the d@ck of the engine when the colllslion occurred A?tcr
the engine of Extrs 1803 South mov:d through th rossover,
the ternder of the énTine obstructed the enzinecr s view ol
the lozd track until the engine entered that track. Tno
engiacer tren observed that the lead track between his .ngine
anl tr e north switch of track No. 5 wes clear and thqt wrack
No. & urs clear. Whcen the tender cntered the turnout to
trock Lo, B, his view of the lead trock was asaln obstructed,
enld he was unaware of the aprroach of zneine 1254 until the
collicsion occurred. Ag the engide entered the lead trachk,
the fircman wes in his usuel porition on the left side of
the cab. The front brakcmen said that when he boarded the
enrlne botveen tracks Nos, 4 and 5, the fireman was
maintduaiug a lonkout in the éilrectlon of movesment. Sincce
the fircnen did not warn the other employecs on the enginc
of thc enmiroz=ch of engine 1254, he apparently was aot
awvare ol i1ts approach until thes collision occurred.
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About 15 minutes before the accident occurred engine '
1254 devarted from the vicinity of the yard office, then
proceeded southward on the lecad track, and entered tracx
No. 7 a2t the north switch. This switch was left 1lined for
entry to track No. 7. The engine was coupled to 11 cars
on track No. 7, and a member of the train crew then gave
a signal to proceed northward. At this time the rear of the
tender of the engine was about 50 feet south of the clearence
point on track No. 7. The members of the traln crew were
west of trzeck No. 7 and south of the engine. From this
location they could not obtain a view of the lead track
north of thelr engine. Th2 fireman's view of the lead tr-ck
was obstructed by the cars which were standing on track Ne. 6,
When thc north-bound movement was started, the fireman
observed that the switch 2t the north end of track lio, 7 "ras
1ined properly. He then became engaged in tending the fire
and did not agaln look in the direction of movement until
the collision occurred. The tender of the englne
obstructed the engineer's view of the lead track until
after the engine had porssed through the turnout of track
No, 7, He first observed the engine of Extra 1803 South
when 1t vcs a short distance from the tender of his enzine.
He immcdiately initiated o brake application, but the
collision occurred before the speed of the englne had been
materially reduced.

Uncer the rules of the carrier, the speed of engine
1254 was required to be so controlled thct 1t could be
stonped short of an ohwstructicn.

Cause

It 1s found that this accident was caused by failure
properly to control a switchinz movement.

Dated et Washinston, D. C,, this seventh
doy of March, 1950.

Ey the Commission, Commissioner Patterson, ‘

( SEAL) W. P. B&RTEL,

Secretery,

—



