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SUMMARY 

Date. 
Railroad 
Location 
Kind of accident 
Train involved: 
Train number: 
Engine numoer. 

Consict. 
Sstlnatec5 speed 
Opera 11 on: 

Track: 
Weather 
Time: 
Casualti es 
Caus 

February 18, 1950 
Louisville and Nashville 
Lone: Beach, M s s . 
Derailment 
Pa s sender 
99 
Diesel-electric unit? 
777 and 775 

19 csrs 
55 m. o h. 
Timetable, train oriers, autonat?c 
block-signal, cab-signal and 
train-stco syrterns 

Single, tan-rent; level 
Hazy 
7 a. m 
32 injured 
Broken rail 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3312 
IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 

UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 
LOUISVILLE AND NASHVILLE RAILROAD COMPANY 

March 31, 1950 

Accident near Long Seach, Mies., on February 18, 1950. 
caused by a broken rail. 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

PATTERSON, Commissioner. 
On Fpbruary 13, 1950, there was a derailment of a 

passenger train on the Louisville and Nashville Railroad 
near Long Beach, Miss , which resulted in the Injury or 
79 passengers and 6 dining-car employee?. 
1 
Under authority of section 17 ( 2 ) of the Interstate Com­

merce Act the above-entitled proceeding i-'as referred by Ihe 
Comirission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and 
dispofition. 



- 4 -

3.73 f t . 

brejk #1 
t 

2<.i6 f t . 

BTwik 7?2 
l . l £ f t . 
^reth ^3 
1,20 f t . 
Break 

3, 't. 

1.] 1 f t . 

'%•• • 

n.?^ ft, 
j 

1.14 i t . 

1.90 f t , 

\ 
0.37 f t , 

t 
] , 3 2 f t , 

% -
l d 7 f t . 

! -
i 

2.60 f t . 

0.75 f t , 

CO > H to h -o 
p 

CO =H (*H O O CO 
r-; £ 

"o o •P H 0) -P 
o 
H 

-P 
Q H 
CO 

! c 

I [ 
I 

I o I I , I , o I I 
1 i 

0i.be .ft, Ala a 

2*34 ti. 
' r o b i l e. nla a 

72 c 6i+ 
Golf po r t , ""lIss, 

3.61 " i . 
Long Beach, TIisc. 

2AG'J a . 

f o i n t c f ?evident 
61,27 

IJev* O r l o p L a . 

Tar.̂ -it 

• J - $ i oi : . t of accident 

5.35 ra. 

o 
r I 
P-. 

15.56 f t . 

a) Q H 
O 

O 

' -1 CD l̂r I i i H . £ o n d 
p 
U D O 
o 
H H H 

• o 
to O 
J, ^ 

IF) ~* r-4 O 
J & 
-J 

[• fn 
O "D 

http://0i.be


- 5 -

Location of Acc^c^nt and -leti-p* of Q-p̂ ratJ o^ 
P J " accident occupied on th'* - nr-'t of the Mon. - ~ 

IT?' G - l e r r i E dnd Pensacola uiv^nion exten^incr betT-r^~"i ^ . 1 , 
AVi,, ?/id NGt,t Orl^ane, U . , 1 4 2 . 1 1 miles. In th- n - " , 
of / ' ̂ 'int of accident this is a sinjrle-t^avk lin.-, ' i 
w i i c h . trains ^re ocnretocl h" "i^ptable, train orders r -J . ' i 
au',oT/',~ic blook-sl^nal rr^ra, snppl-rrnScd bv an rut 
trfiii-̂ i op and oao-si^n^l syptrm of tl:« contlnuo^s-in i "<P 
t" , x . l>c r.ccident occ;rr-d or. th.p main trash CO.?' , 
sontu o: S l W t and 2.01: mi V so^th of + be ration -i *" 
lotv v; x „ The rein tir'ck is Jan^nt throuf, o>:t • ai t ; ce 
of 5.c8 "ii i =c i rpTiod ia t <ly n ,rth of rr? point of a^ci'a'-' ni 
5.njb r '^cc- so'̂ n'-arr'. Tr.t3 :rr£dc i r rracMcolly 1 v o l . 

In tr,'- violai^ of r point of aocident th^ true, 
sterol un, in laid on a i-foot f i l l , tnd "on, 3 -ts o*' X**-
poi1..-"' r> J , o9 ft-ct in length. Idid n v in June, 1 0 o O . 
an * • of 22 treet ?d ti to tt vail 1 MI: th. I" ir> 
f' 1 y r p l r t -d T,ith eiij-le-Rhoni d r t._ ppV't ̂ s, rin^l.*-
poiketl, <n.d in rjro^ided ^ t r i ^-hol S-'-incb JoJnt b^r'S <\vl 
in 'ivcfvi'- or £ rail snol orr r^r r il. Jt is balJ c *; " 1 ith. 
c^urhcl f to ^ dept,h of 1 3 incht e below tn, tons of Jr>, . 

A'j^oratlo s i "nal ^4*11. -rv^rn'np' south-^ound ruov',-
Tier/^, i s locc t d -,C0 ] p c rt nort t cf W po_ nt of 
&<•- "idenh. 

ra,:im»im author!'•'-rcl r.pccd i or tb - t.-sin in th l-
a c . - > nl vif, 70 ui.]^^ lionr. 

I^^r^Q^liJTT_.of jiccid;_nt 
r ? , f1 Fout^-V'und first -c lGsn pps^cn^cr vr"in, 

co" ri o ̂ : , rj cf rin^el-rl-ctrio "nttr- 7 7 7 and 775, co^nl ^ in 
'H'v u t i n * unit conti ol, "̂n 1 u Ttra^i. ^ r , on^ . ^ 1 1 c i n . r : 1 

ba- a <•,- ar, o " « ̂ lecpin" c'-r. cbrcs ooaohrs, fiv 
c o ;c ^inlnT o i j r , * v " 1 r "D) r.c cars, o/H' concb an, t- j 

f ^ i j c-vir*-1. 1 T , tl : ordpr n~icd. A13 c t tC, of ' 1-
Qi'^i 1 r rbructi on. T ^ y T'^r^ ocuiT-p^d T-ri uh oon^ont L « * 
typf coi pi, rn exr^,pt th^ p^v^ntb • ar. w V | 1 o'~- d 
vlth - ti-'-tlock r-ouplr i' r't .-ctCh Thl̂ - train ' 
fr ',r K n 1 ^ I ? J 7o .^n mile r n^rth of Lo. rr H-ich, at r-:ir ' , ., 
L - v ̂  t C "n ' 7 t c n lnt^, d or'-t-d ^rom G-jlfoort. ti":o 1 t 
ooen o ^ m - o , £. '36 M i p f j north of tn nn i 0 : ' -M.^^nt, " 



p T . ] r n j r 3 2 ^ x ^ t - * l a t \ p a s ^ d cri Irmat j n n 
r V-'~' , - r i n d i c t e d F r o o ^ d and v h i l e m o ^ l . r - a t ->n 

s J c1 p-r,c >d o " £5 m r r r i .'Our t b L th ) r d to t h e 
"°")v. "t o. i tr o^i 'B, m ^ ' i s i v e , T v r r d e r a i l e d . 

S n ^ i - ^ ' c n ? c c p u > ^ g 5 s t «£.ch end o f t h e f i f t r , si r /n 
-rr' r^v-" .^h c /pf 1 ( Tv 3 Dj f c o l - r l e c t r l c u n l t r and 4 i& f i v : i. 
C m t ' ? s t u p e d t r i t n the f r o n t m ^ o f t h e f i . ' P t D: 
^ " ' h ' ^ j . k i : 3 , ' ^ ' ^ -°e 5t ^ o u t o f ' b e oc:iryt ui I p r a l l\ e n t ., 
I>v i_rird c a r ^er^a' nsd upri <rbt on t h e roadDec l . Tno " o u r t l 
c< r {""co ed ap. r o r im» t r l \ 5 f ^ e t was t of t V » ^ n t e r - l x ^ e o f 
t : ^ t i o c v and \ l i r o t i + ' n u b i l e - to i t , Tb« f ^ i t h ca i s i,oijr ^ 
CEh I <• t f o u t n o f rhp n o i c i t o f d e r a i l m e n t , w i t h j.tr> w t i 
? , | f I/-*'1 rcc-t and U ° 1 0 1 t n e r d ^ f ^ e t v p s t o f trK- t i ^ c K . 
Tr o c'L.^n. c a ^ s t o p p e d on L t r s i n e , aea l int. t h o u o r t i f>nd 
0 " ' •> i - < t h c a r , >nd t an ai .glr o f t J0 c ' p / e e g t o rhe "^rack. 
Tiy c " e n t n c a r s t o n p s d ^ j ' r t he n o r t h end o f s1 -1"h 
o -1 -nd a t -n i n g l e o f d^rec-" 2 t o t n ' t r o d : . I t s n o r t n 
' kJ v 1'' f e e t y r ^ , o f tnt t r a c k . Th* e i g h t h t o ~ne 
m n-'t^cntb e r r s r e m a i n e d c o u n i ^ d irrl i n l i n p . The s o u t r e i d 
o T ' e e i g h t h c a r s t o ^ p ^ d ' ^ o 6 5 f e t vezz o f t h e t ; r n c _ , e n d 

o rioruL prd o f '"tr t T >*el i t v c a j s "opood on t h e r o a d b e d . 
T1 e ; o i "th t o t n e e l e v e n t h n ' i r c , i n c l u s i v e , wei'e c o p s i r1 e r ^ y 
^r-ncf^-cL, ar-d tb^ tL i r d , t w e l f t h Pad t h u t e e n t h c a r s t w o * f -
slJ 1 l^ r '"f s ed c 

Tx.o v o a t h e r v a a h a z y and i t wa^ d a y l i g h t at trie t i r e o f 
tire o o x d - r t , v j . i c h o c ^ U T T 3d i ^ o i t 7 .a. rn. 

P i q c i s s i _on 

i T o ^1 v a g movT on t a n ^ r n t t r a c k a t an estimat.- ' 1" 
sp?r-» ^ t u L i p r h o a r , In t e r r i t o r y i.Th< r e t h e in^.3hain. 
j,rtji^t"_-_ri ert-rd i k l G 70 i c i l e o p e r h o u r , when t h e d e r ' i L ] . ~- it 
o ^ ' i " " i 1 . As t r a m vr.q anp_ > oachin r > tr>c p o i n t T r ie . e 
a c c i ^ c i t o o e n r r ^ d -Chi en-inernen ^ e r ^ iu ' i in t . i n i n p a l o o ^ o n t 
?^OJd r^n n r . o n t i o l o o i m a r t i r ^ n t o f ' h^ f l ^ s t D x e s o l -
e L . i t r - ' c u n i t . Tne conduc to r end thp t r a i n Dor te r T , e r r m 
tiiv th i " t r n i th c ^i i i d tr.p f3r?man w h s i n th^ ni n^tec-i-tn 
c a r . S* - r ;- i 7 4 4 1 , g o i ^ r n i n g s o l tl - o-o^nd movement l - i n t o J r e 
bxo'.-. i n v h i c h thp ^ c o l ^ p n t o c a i ^ r . d, I n i j c T t ^ d P r o c e ^ i , 
3pfo_'(j t 1 e d e r a i l i r n t o c c u r r e d t h e r -ngln- ' and t h e earn t r n^c 
r i c i n c , " ' ' o o t ' l y , an^ t-v.ei-e was no i n d i c a t i o n o f defec t . . - ; - i 
eovfXpTi m t o r t r c i c k , n o r o f any o b s t r u c t i o n h r v l n ^ b e e n on I 
th^ :rti c k 
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A f i r r th^ a e e l o e n t o c c u r r e d a broK r a i l was foi on 
the Vi s t s i d e o f t h e t ^ a a k . T h i s r a i l ra - b r o k e n 3 i t o . - iy 
3ir P3 o f w h i c h v?ern r e c o v e r e d The f ^ r s t b r e a k ^oci " r*-d 
a t J p j i n t 3 . 7 3 f e r t s o u t h o f t h e r e c e i v i n g «nd o f thu v , . 
Tar s e c o n d , t h i r d and f o u r t n b r e a k s o c c u r r e d at, p o i n t : t \ l ( 
fp „ t , o u 3 ^ ft~t and 4 . 5 2 f e e t , r e s p e c t i v e l y , f r o m b " a k N o . 1. 
Th-n J ^ . 1 9 f e-t o f t h e ra.i l was b r o k e n i n t o a t l ^ e s t r - ? r "-s 
v^r -1 ig i n l e n g t h f r o m 0 . 3 7 f'--t t o 3 , 5 2 f e e t A t b r c ' i c 
No'T. ,1 and 4 t_ierr w r e t r a n s v e r s e f i s s u r e s w n i c h eo^i - r ,^ , 
r e v n ^ d j v e l y , 35 p e r c e n t and 25 p e r c e n t o f t h e o r o a ~ -
s n - J : ^ i a l r r e a of 1 LP head o f t h e r a i « l . N e i t h e r 0^ t t . c r ^ 

f i ,r JTG e x t e n d e d t o the s u r f a c e o f t h e r a i l . . The o V - »r> 
b r n ^ r a y e P n Tr and a p p a r e n t l y o^cu,*rea a s a r e s u l t o f 
t n e d e r a i l m e n t . A p p a r e n t l v t h e r a i l f a i l e d vhnn th ^ f^r i1 
p o r t j c.i ri 1 hf t r a i n p a s s e d o v e r i t , t h e n t h j b r o k e n pi r 
b o c a v o d i s p l a c e d and t h e d e r a i i n e n t f o l l o w e d . T h i s r ^ 1 
v i e ^nufact!3rpd b y t h ^ T e n n e - r ^ " C o ^ l , I i ' o n and R n i ' r n d 
C a m u ^ y m A o r i l , 1 0 3 0 . T h ' t *\at number was - 3 7 2 0 4 Lnuher 
A, I n ^ o t N o . 1 3 0 

The t r a c k i n t h i s v 3 c l n i t v f*aa l a s t i n s p e c t e d b y cho 
t r a c k v i p r rv i s o r and by 11T s e c t i o n f o r t ^an f rom a t r ^ e k 
m o t o r - c a r aboi-t 2- h o u r s b p f o r e t h e a c c i d e n t o c u n e d , ^ id 
no JOLCO , i v e c o n d i t i o n w i s o b s e r v e d . A r a i l - d e f a o t d c - t r c ^ r 
o a r 01 e r r t e d J V T t m s l i n e on S e p t e m b e r 1 6 , 19 4 3 . 
No d e f e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n i n d i c t e d i n t u c r a i l i n q a e s 1 j on 
o r any o t ] e r r a i l b e a r i n g th. , c mc h ^ a t n u n b ^ r . 

OauFe. 

I t i c f o u n d t h a t t h i s a c c i d e n t wr s c a u s e d by 3 b r o k e n 
ral 1. 

IV t e d a t W a s h i n g t o n , D. C , t h i s t h i r t y - f i r j t 
day o f M a r c h , 1 9 5 0 . 

E\ t h e C o m m i s s i o n , Commi s s i o n e r Pa t f e i s o n . 

(SEAL) V7. P 0 BART EL, 

S e c r e t a r y . 
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