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Casualties:

Cause:

of accldent:

-2 o Inv-2674

SUMMARY

Louisgville & Nasaville
February 18, 1843
Henderson, Ky.
Derailment

Engine and cars -
154C

13 cerre

8 m. n o n.

Auxiliary track

Single; 8° curve; level
Snoving

About 5 a. n.
1 killed

Accident caused by failure
properly tc control speed
of cut of crcre moving on
auxiliary track
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TUTERSTATE COMVERCE COMMISSION

THVESTIGAT

IN TED MATTEF OF MAKIXG ACCIDENT TMVESTIGAIION REPCAIS
N D REPCRTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

A
UNDZR THE ACOTDE
O

YHE LOUISVILLR & MASHVILLE RAILROAD COMPAI'Y

e g e

Marci 22, 12405,

coused

Accident at Hendercon, Ky., on 5ebrunrf , <
of cuvt of cars

v L
t} feilure proverly tc control spe=d
moving on auxlliary track.

()

REPORT COT THE CO:LITESION

PATTERSCY, Commissioner:

h)

:.‘f‘ ot
:[-1

.
-

ruary 138, 1945, thnere wes a derailne
of cere or t“e Loulov111 8 VNaenville Railrosd a
Xy., which resulted in the deatn of one employvee.

-

anQ er sutnority of section 17 (2) of tne Interstote Con-
merce Act tre above-entitled nroceeding was referred by the
Commiggion to Commleeioner Patisrcon for conglderstion and
disposlcion.
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Henderson
Sub—-division

lo Howell, Ind.

| 10.20 ma.

{ Henderson, Ly.

| (Point of accident)
73,29 mL.

]é Hopkinsville, Ky.

Owensboro
Sub~division

(Point of :ccident)
29,40 ma.

Owensboro
64,60 mi.

Irvington, fy.

% Henderson, Ky.
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Location of Accldent and Metned of Onor: tion

Hencdercson 1s located on that pert of the Evaneville
Division deeipnated ae the Henderson Sub-divigion snd extc“‘
in. betwoer Horkinsvills and kmendersen, Ky., 72,29 mile angd
sn oot pert dseignet.d ag the Owengbore quw—dlvision anq
ertendine between Herderson snd Irvington, Ky., 10£.4 mileeg.
Tae hencerson Sub-division extends noriaward and scutnward,
anG one Cwengboro Sub-division extends soutacastward fronm

nderaoor L]

T e Junction quuCA al the intersection of thegsc
lincs end geveral otner switches 1n toileg vicinity arc con-
trolled from an interlocking tover located about 200 feet
nort cf Tne Jjunction switcen. An suxiliary track of tne
Owengborc Sub-divisicn designated as thne freignt-mein track
lies eesct of tne Henderson Sdo—ilvwalon main track end tne
Owengboro SUb—lel&lOﬂ meln track, and connects with the
Henderson Subn-dlvisinn main track ot a Doint 5635 feet nortn
of tne tower. An auxiliary track, about 1,000 feet long and
designated 2s the long siding, paralleles tne freignt nein
track on tne eagt, and its norta switen is located 44 feet
soutn of tane tower. Two large bulldings are loccoted east of
the long siding avout 300 feset coutn of the tower. Tne zcci-
aent occurred on tne long sidlng at a nand-operated dereill
located about 300 fert goutn of tne tower. Fron tne nortn
end ol tne freignt main track to the sortrn ewitcn of the long
siding there is a 3° curve to f..e rifat 6653 fect in lengtsa,
tonen on tae long siding there i1eg an 89 curve to the left 900
feet To Tne polnt of accldent. Tre Jrade Tor scutn-bound
movements is 0.5 percent descending 1,270 feet, snd then is
level 200 feet to tne point of sccifent.

D
. Time-tenle directions on both lincs are nortn
Il

<
3 ¢t O
3

Tne interlocking macnince 1e of tne mecnenical type and
congists of 50 working levors in e 56-lcever frame. Detector
locking is provided. Home signal 55 and sdvence signsl 52,

governin; soutnward wmovements Treom tie Henderson Suu-Aleolon
main track to tne frelgnt main trech and then to tne long

sidinyg, cre located, respectively, 868 and 55 feet norta of
tne tover. Tnese 51ﬁn 1ls are of tne two-orm, lover-quadreat,
gsenannor: tyne. Tne involved ni ;nt nemects and corresvoncing
indicatlions and nsames of tnese gicnsls are as follows:
Signal Nignt Asnect Indicstion Name

55 Green-over-red Proceed Clear

52 Red-over-green Proceed at nov Clear-lledium

excceding
medium speed
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- B - 2674
A1l trains or engines using tne long siding are required
to be operated at restricted speed.
DEFIIITICIS.

ST

Regtricted Speed.--Proceed prevared to stop
snort of train, obstruction, or anytning tnat
may requlre tne speed of a train to he reduced.

Operating rules reced in part as follows:

o4, 'All members of train and engine crews muet
keen a cloce lookout for signals and, wnen
practicable, communicate tc eacn otner by its
name tae indication of all signals affecting
tne movement of tneir trein.

103. Vhen cars are rusned by an englne, except
wiee g2ifting or meXxinpg upo trains in yards, a
trainmen must take o consplcuous positicn on tne
front or the lcading cavr, ¥ ¥ 3,

164, Restricted epnccd muet be observed by traines
and ensfines wnen using side trecks end defined
verd tracks.

1011, % % %
I, in switening, tue signals are lost to
view, stod muel be made untilil signals, con ageln

e scaon.

Dcecrivntion of Acclident

Sceond 24, a nortn-bound sccond-clags frei.nt train,
consisting of crnglne 1540, 26 loadsd and 38 emoty cars and a
caboose, wae en route from Hopkinsville to Howell, Ind., 10.2
miles nortn of Henderson. It entered the nortnward siding
at Henderson and stopped into clear at 3:35 . m., About 4:55
a. 1. engine 1840 witn 13 cars entered tne Lenderson Sub-
division mailrn track at tne switcn loceted c¢bout 00 feet soutn
of tne tover, vroceeded northward beyond eignel 55, then engine
1540 in backiard motion and ousning tne cars proceeded soutn-
ward, pecsed nome signal 55, wnich disgplayed rreen-over-red, ‘
entered tne frelgnt main track, onassed advance signal 52, which
displayed red-over-green, entered tne long siding, and wnile
noving at an estimated sveced of 8 miles per nour tne first two
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cars and tne front ftruck of the third car were cderailed at a
derail 800 feet soutn of tne tower.

Tne first two cers were b-dly demaged. Tivo cars, which
were standing on an odjec Pht trick, were struck oy tne de-
railed corc and were considerably an rieged.

It wrs snowving at tne time of tne accident, wnicn occurred

2bout © a. m.
Tne employee killed was %tne front brokeman

Ziecussion

rules governing switconing movementeg on tnis line re-
Qu*‘ re tnat wae g
st tzke o ug positlon on ine forward c’“ and, 1T

ulghuls Trom the Creiy 2 gean oy Llae englnvman,
movement must be stornsl Ilmmellistely Wilen Trains or eagines
are movixg on rvard 1
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pracvicable, commanicst
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According to the statement of tne engincer, the front
rakemza ned informed nin tnat the cers vere to be set off
sbout ¢/c rile coutn of %une Sover enc tnrt tnis movement would
be mede over tre Trelcnt meln irack. Boon after tne engline

I cers are being pusied by an engine, a trainman

tney mu~f e operated

55. Tne ocperector-

sl B2 to dieplry red-over-
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stopped nortn of signal &5, the firemen told thne engineer that
gignal 55 displayed green, and tne front brakeman, wno was on

the flrst car, was glving a lantern slgnal to continue tne ‘
packward movement. Ag the cut of cars proceeded soutnward,

tne fireman called to tne engineer that signal 52 digplayed
green and the front brakeman agaln gave a back-up slgnal. The
encgineer did not ask the flreman if 1t was the upper or lower
aspect of signal 52 that was dlsplaying green, nor did tne
fireman inform the engineer as to thls matter. Botn the en-
ginecer and tne flreman were malntaining a lookout toward tne
rear. Because of tne curve to the rignt, tne englneer, wno

was on the left slde 1n the direction of movement, was unablc

to see eitner slgnal 55 or slignal 52, wnich were to tne rignt

of tnc route being traversed. Wnen the engine passed tne

tower tnc speed was about 8 mliles per nour. At that point

the enginecr was able to see for a snort distance tne brakce-
man's lantern on the first car, then buildings obscured nis
view. He applied tne engine and tender brakes, and tne speed
was reduced sligntly on the 0.5 percent descending grade.

Tnen ne released tne brakes and immediately afterward tne auto-
matic air-brakes became applied in emergency. At this time

tne engineer first became aware that tne engine and cars were

on tne long siding instead of tne freignt mein track. Tne
operator-leverman saild that althougn ne nad cnanged thne plans
for setting off tne cars after talkling to tne front brakeman

by telepnone, the fact tnat signal 52 disnlayed red-over-green
wag sufficient information that the movement was being diverted
to a track otner then tne freignt maln track; nowever, because
ne tnougnt tne gpeed was too fast for a movement on tne lang
siding, wnen tne first car passed the tower ne snouted a warning
to tne front braxeman. At that time tne front brakeman, wno

was standing on tne car witn nis back towsrd the engine, was
giving a stop signal wita nis lantern in front of nis bedy,

but botn enginemen saic¢ they did not observe tnese stop signals.
Wnen tne engine passed tne tower thne operator-leverman snouted

a warning to tne firemen, but 1t wes not neard. Tne conductor
was pProviding flag protection ot a nignway grede crossing some
distance from tne tower ond tne flagmen ned proceeded about 1/2
mile south of the tower to line switcnes at tnat Doint, and
neitner was ecware tnst the cerrs were to be placed on tne long
slding. Tne front brakemon was killed in the accident and it
could not ve determined wnen ne first became aware tnat the .
cars were moving on tne long siding.

Engine 1540 and the cut of cars were requlred to be oper-
eted in sucn manner tnat movement could be stooped snort of
any obstruction, and, when signals are lost to view, movement
must be stopped. The engineer said that ne expccted tne
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movement to be made on the frelgnt main trrck and if ne nad
known that the movement weg on tne long siding ne would nave
stopped tne movement. Biildings obscured thue view on the
curve and tnecre wos not ¢ sufficient number of persons avall-
cble to trrnemit sign-le so tnat they would be in view of the
encineecr at all tires. In this territory it noe nct been
custom ry for movement to he stopped wren signols ere logt to
view, If tle plans for setting off the cars ned not oeen
cacrngea Dy thne opercotor-levormen witnout edvising tne crew,

[
or 1f encine 1540 r#nd tne cut of cors ncd Yeen ooerrted so
Tnet .novemens could pe gtooped suort of ~»n cbefruction, or if
tr.e movenent nad veen stoppad wier esignels vere loet to view,

tnis ncecident would nave been averted.

Tne investlgrtion of thle accident disclosed tn~t tne
indicrtions of sign-~ls 55 and 52 vere communicoted oy thneir
aspects insteed ol by thneir nemes. In fect only ore aspect
of cnen of %tune tro-unit signnle weos celled. If toe firecwon
acd courvniceted te the engincer tne nrme of tie irdication
dieplayed by siznal 52 irstesd of ce-1ling ftae color of only
onc ol the lignte, tae en/ineer woirld neve asda definite incetrl-
edge thnt tne route was linz2d for the long giding insteed of
tne freipnt weln track. S-Ic onerction deperde voon tihe med-
bcrs of o crew communicrting; to ercr otner tnc incdiecrtions
disployed by c¢isanle. A valforn ypractice of cellirng such
indications by nome i1agte~d ol oy cepect would arve vrevented
confusicon and miguncerstrnding rogerding signel indlicertions
displaycd.
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It 1s Tound tiust thie nccident was ceused by fallure
properly to control ®
vracka

Dated at Wasninzton, D. C., tris twenty-nintn
dey of Mercn, 1343.

By the Commiseion, Commisciorer Prtterson.

W. P. BaPTEL,

( SEAL)
Secretary.
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