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SUMMARY 

Date: 

Ra i l road : 

Locat ion• 

Kind of acc ident : 

Equipment i nvo lved : 

Train number: 

Engine number-

C o n s i s t : 

Estimated speeds: 

Operat ion: 

Track. 

Weather: 

Time: 

Casualt i es; 

Cause 

Recommendation: 

May 28, 1954 

L o u i s v i l l e and N a s h v i l l e 

C o r n e r s v i l l e , Tonn. 

Head-end o o l l i s i o n 

Track motor-car 
5620 and t r a i l e r 

30 ip. p . h. 

Signal i nd i ca t i ons 

Maintenance-of-
way s e r v i c e 
t ra in 

Work Extra 99 

D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c 
uni t 99 

4 cars , caboose 

35 m. o . h. 

S ing le ; 2 e curve; 0.40 percent 
ascending grade soutiward 

Clear 

1*46 p. m, 

2 k i l l e d ; 2 injured 

Fa i lu re to p rov ide adeauate p r o t e c t i o n 
f o r movement of track motor-car 

That the L o u i s v i l l e and N a s h v i l l e RaJ^^ 
road Company p r o v i d e adequate p r o t e c ­
t ion f o r movement of track motor-cars 
on I t s l i n e 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO,3575 

I N THE MATTER OF MAKING- ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910, 

LOUISVILLE AND NASHVILLE RA ' I ROAD.COMPANY 

Ju ly 13, 1954 

A c c i d e n t near C o r n e r s v i l l e , T e n n „ , on May 28 , 1954, caused 
by f a i l u r e t o p r o v i d e adequa te p r o t e c t i o n f o r the 
movement o f a t r ack m o t o r - c a r . 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commlgsioner• 

On May 28, 1954, t h e r e was a head-end c o l l i s i o n be tween 
a t r a c k m o t o r - c a r and t r a i l e r and a m a i n t e n a n c e - o f - w a y 
s e r v i c e t r a i n on the L o u i s v i l l e and N a s h v i l l e R a i l r o a d near 
C o r n e r s v i l l e , T e n n . , which r e s u l t e d I n the dea th o f two 
m a i n t e n a n c e - o f - w a y employees , and t h e I n j u r y o f two main­
t e n a n c e - o f - w a y e m p l o y e e s , 

1 
Under a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 17 ( 2 ) o f the I n t e r s t a t e Com­

merce A c t the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g was r e f e r r e d by the 
Commission to Commissioner C l a r k e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
d l s p o s i t i o n . 



f-r 1 XI O 
2 

cr 
o 

4 544j_ 

P.T. 

496 
f t . 

o 
Oi 
P-i O i 

-a 

? 
o Ph Eh 
II 

f Brentwood, Tenn. 
42.04 n i . 

Lewisburg 
6,13 an. 

$ Point of accident 
1.26 ru. 

f Cornersvi l le 
14.37 mi. 

Uoodrow 
6.67 nu« 

f V'heelerton, Tenn. 
7.60 mi, 

f Ardmore, Ala . 
14.32 mi. 

North Athena, Ala . 

1.10 
ml. 

accident 

, 0 

Corntrovillc, Tenn. 

-cf 
o 

• x; O n 13 

S. td 
H 
H 
r J !> to 
H 

o 

c 

Eh -4" 

H •» 00 CM 



- 5 - 3 5 7 5 

Lo : a t l r n i , f A c c i d e n t and M e t h o d . o f O p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on thac p a r t ol t h e Birmingham 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween Bren twood , Tenn , and N o r t h A t h e n s , 
A l a , 9 2 4 4 m i l e s , a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e , o v e r whj.cn t r a i n s a r e 
o p e r a t e d by s i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n s . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the 
mam t r a c k a t a p o i n t 4 8 . 2 2 m i l e s south c f Brentwood and £ . , 9 1 7 

f e e t nur^h o f tho n o r t h s i d i n g - s w l t c h a t C o r n e r s v i l l e , Tenn, 
F i L i n tho n o r t h t h e r e a r e i n s u c c e s s i o n , a t a n g e n t 1 1 5 m i l e s 
i n l e n g t h , a i ° curve to the l e f t 1 , 0 4 3 f e e t , a t angen t 4 9 6 
f e t t , and a 2° cu rve to the r i g h t 2 4 8 f e e t to the p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t and 4 3 6 f e e t southward From the south t h e r e a r e , 
i n s u c c e s s i o n , a t a n g e n t 3 , 6 0 0 f e e t i n l e n g t h and the c u r v e on 
which the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . The g r a d e i o 0 , 4 0 p e r c e n t a s c e n d ­
i n g soutnarard a t t he p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 

Between p o i n t s 3 1 5 f e e t n o r t h and 4 , 1 2 5 f o e t sou th o f 
the p u i n t o f a c c i d e n t tne t r a c k i s l a i d in a cut The w a l l s 
o f the cut r i s e to a maximum h e i g h t o f a p p i o x l m a t e l y 40 f e e t 
above the l e v e l o f thy t o p s o f the r a i l s a t a p o i n t 3 2 0 f e e t 
south o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . On the cu rve un which the 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d the r ange o f v i s i o n Detween o p p o s i n g move ­
ments i s r e s t r i c t e d by the w a l l o f the cut to a d i s t a n c e o f 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y - ± 5 0 f e e t . 

A u t o m a t i c s i g n a l 2 4 4 1 , g o v e r n i n g south-bound movements, 
i s l o c a t e d i . i O m i l e s n c r t n o f t he p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t A 
c o n t r o I l e a s i g n a l g o v e r n i n g nor th -bound movements i s l o c a t e d 
I m m e d i a t e l y south o f the no r th s i d i n g - s w i t c h a t C o r n e r s v i l l e , 
These s i g n a l s are o f the s e a r c h l i g h t t y p e and a r e aop roach 
l i g h t e d , They form par t o f a t r a t f 1 c - c o n t r o l sys tem which 
ex tena3 be tween Srentwuoa and N o r t h A t h e n s . The c o n t r o l 
machine I s loca ted a t N o r t n A t h e n s . I t I s o p e r a t e d by an 
employee d e s i g n a t e d as a t r a i n c o n t r o l l e r under the d i r e c t i o n 
and s u p e r v i s i o n o f the t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r 

T h i s c a r r i e r ' s r u l e s and i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r the g o v e r n ­
ment o f m a i n t e n a n c e - o f - w a y employees read in p a r t as f o l l o w s ' 

I 2 6 n K e e p i n g C l e a r o f T r a i n s - - T r a c k c a r s should be 
c l e a r of mam t r a c k ten minutes b e f o r e t r a i n s a r e due, 
u s i n g t ime t a b l e and l i n e u p s to d e t e r m i n e l o c a t i o n o f 
t r a i n s . •* * * 

http://whj.cn
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Foremen and o p e r a t e r s must use the utmost cart- In 
runnm_ t h e i r c a r s o v e r the r o a d , When p o s s i b l e they 
must nave a w r i t t e n l i n e u p showing movement; of t r a i n s , 
c »i:d must re^d ths l i n e u p t o o t h e r ^ccupancs o f tne c a r . 
They "* * * s h a l l o p e r a t e car a t a l ± t i m e s p r e p a r e d to 
&top i n l a s s tnan o n e - l a l f (£5 rang? c f v i ^ i c n , * * ~ 
When no l i n e u p can he s ecu red , >urvea, t u n n e l s and 
dangerous pDaceb aus t be f l a g g e d and c o n s t a n t l o o k r u t 
in us t be kep t , 

* * •» 

S a f e t y r u l e s r e a d i n p a r t as f o l l o w ? ' 

SV. The a u t h o r i s e d employe m charge o f ca r , vhen 
c a l l i n g o p e r a t o r ur t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r , must f l r d t I d e n t i f y 
h i m s e i f and glvu n i a l o c a t i o n , Any i n f o r m a t i o n o b t a i n e d 
r e s p e c t i n g the movement o f t i a l n s must no t be cons t rued 
as c o v e r i n g the p c s i t i o n and move .lent o f o the r motor c a r s , 
The p e r s o n I n c h a r g e o i the o p e r a t i o n c f the 3ar muat, 
m e n p r a c t i c a b l e , p r o c u r e i n f o r m a t i o n as tc movements o f 
t r a i n s , D i s p a t c h e r o r o p e r a t o r w i l l make memorandum o f 
i n f o r m a t i o n g i v e n foreman o r o t h e r s i n cha rge o f car and 
have such pt-.rsjn r e p e a t the I n f o r m a t i o n g i v e n - B e f o r e 
t r i p i c s t a r t e d , employe i n cha rge o f car s h a l l r e a d 
l i n e u p on which movement i s b e i n g made t o o t h e r men on 
c a r and when i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g t r a i n movements i s 
n o t a v a i l a b l e moto r car movement mast be made under f l a g 
p r o t e c t i o n , u s i n g t o r p e d o e s and f u s e e s e i t h e r u n t i l a 
l o c a t i o n i s r eached where i n f o r m a t i o n on t r a i n s can be 
s e c u r e d , o r u n t i l car r e a c h e s i t s d e s t i n a t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n 
t o comply ing w i t h these r u i e s a l l o t h e r p o s s i b l e p r e ­
c a u t i o n s must be t a t e n to p r e v e n t c o l l i s i o n s , * * * 

B u l l e t i n s p e c i a l i n s t r u c t i o n s read i n p a r t as f o l l o w s ' 

INSTRUCTIONS TO DISPATCHERS 

When l i n e - u p J c r o t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n i s g i v e n to foremen 
th rough t e l e g r a p h o p e r a t o r s i t must be t r a n s m i t t e d i n 
t he form o f a message , add re s sed to t i ie foreman o r o t h e r 
i n t e r e s t e d pa r ty , , and t e l e g r a p h o p e r a t o r must r e p e a t i t , 

* * # 

When D i s p a t c h e r s g i v e I n f o r m a t i o n t o moto r car 
o p e r a t o r s w i t h r e s p e c t to t r a i n movements, such i n f o r m a t i o n 
must be a b s o l u t e l y c l e a r so tha t t h e r e w i l l be no 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f a m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g * * * 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO TELEGRAPH OPERATORS 

As a general p r a c t i c e , those d e s i r i n g l ine -ups w i l l 
r e c e i v e them thru te legraph opera tors ins tead of t r a in 
d ispa tchers . When te legraph opera tors request l i ne -ups 
f o r motor car opera t ion , that f a c t must be c l e a r l y 
indica ted to the d i spa tcher . Train d ispatchers w i l l 
continue to Issue the l ine -ups In the manner descr ibed 
above to te legraph opera to r s . Telegraph opera tors w i l l 
Issue the l ine -ups to the motor car opera to rs and otners 
r equ i r i ng them, in w r i t i n g where p o s s i b l e , but I f that 
i s not p o s s i b l e , the te legraph operator w i l l transmit 
the Information o r a l l y from the telegram r ece ived from 
the Dispatcher, and the par ty r e c e i v i n g I t must be r e ­
quired to repea t h i s understanding. * * * 

INSTRUCTIONS TO MOTOR CAR OPERATORS 

When p o s s i b l e , the Foreman or man In charge of motor 
car must have a wr i t t en l l n e - u p . As a genera l p r a c t i c e , 
l ine -ups must be secured through te legraph ope ra to r s . 
When a motor car opera tor l g at a po in t where no t e l e ­
graph operator I s on duty, he must contact a te legraph 
operator and have the t e legraph operator secure the l i n e ­
up. * * * 

The motor car opera tor must i d e n t i f y himself , g i v e n is 
l o c a t i o n , and s t a te the l i m i t s between which he wishes 
to move, and the time he w i l l s t a r t h is motor car t r i p . 
«• to * 

* * * 

Track motor cars must be c lea r of main track ten min­
utes before passenger t r a ln r are due. * * * 

# # * 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

In no case I s a motor car l lne -up to be considered 
good f o r more than one and a ha l f ( l A ) hours from the 
time i t i s i ssued. 

No t r a in w i l l be permit ted to depart from i t s i n i t i a l 
terminal anead of time c a l l e d to depart . 

* * 
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The maximum autnor ized speeds are 20 rrlles per hour f o r 
track motor-cars whi le p u l l i n g other cars and 50 miles per hour 
f o r f r e i g h t t r a in s , 

,Desc r ip t i on of Accident 

Track j iotor-car 5620, towing a t r a i l e r , departed south­
bound from Lewlsburg, 7.44 mi les north of C o r n e r s v i l l e , about 
1:50 p , *, The track motor-car was occupied by a sec t ion 
foreman and three sectlonmen, and the t r a i l e r was occupied by 
two scctlonmon. ,While the track motor-car was moving a t an 
estimated speed of 30 -Tilled per hour, i t c o l l i d e d with Work 
Extra 39 at a poin t P,917 f e e t north of the north s i d i n g -
switch ^t C o r n e r s v i l l e . 

Work Extra 99, a north-bound maintenance-of-way s e r v i c e 
t r a in , consisted of D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c unit 99, four cars, and 
a caboose. This t r a in passed Wheelerton, Tenn., 21.04 miles 
south of C o r n e r s v i l l e , at 1 07 p . m., passed C o r n e r s v i l l e at 
1:41. p . m., and whi l e moving at an estimated speed of 35 miles 
per hour i t c o l l i d e d wi th track motor-car 5620. 

Work Extra 99 stooped wi th the f ron t of the locomot ive 
1,170 f e e t north of the po in t of acc iden t . The f ront end of 
tho locomot ive was s l i p h t l y damaged. Track motor-car 5620 
was "loved northward to the po in t at which the locomot ive 
s tooped. The t r a i l e r stopped west of the track and 429 f e e t 
north o f tne po in t of acc iden t . Both the track motor-car 
and the t r a i l e r were demolished. 

The sec t ion foreman who was on the track motor-car and 
a sectionman who watt on the t r a i l e r w e r e k i l l e d . One s e c t i o n -
man who itfas on the track motor-car and one sectionman who was 
on the t r a i l e r were In jured . 

The weather was c l e a r a t the time o f the acc ident , which 
occurred a t 1:46 p . m. 

Track motor-car 5620 was powered by a f o u r - c y l i n d e r , 
8 to 15 norsepower engine and was eauipped with a two-speed 
transmission, a combination b e l t and chain d r i v e , and f o u r -
wheel brakes. I t was p rov ided with safe ty r a i l i n g s a t each 
end, a top , and s ide cur ta ins . I t weighed 1,140 pounds and 
had sea t ing capaci ty f o r e igh t persons. Both the track 
motor-car and the t r a i l e r were insulated to prevent the shunt­
ing of t rack c i r c u i t s . 
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During the 30-day period preceding the day of the acci­
dent the average daily movement in the vicinity of the point 
of accident was 16.23 trains. 

Discussion 
On the day of the accident a section force stationed at 

Lewlsburg performed work at that station during the forenoon. 
They were to perform work in the vicinity of the north si dins-
switch at Cornersvllle during the afternoon. There is no 
operator at Lewisburg, and when the members of the force re­
turned from lunch, soon after 1 p. m., the foreman called the 
operator at Cornersvllle and requested a line-up. He identi­
fied himself to the operator and gave his location, but did 
not advise the operator that he intended to operate his track 
motor-car from Lewlsburg to Cornersvllle. After ascertaining 
from the train dispatcher that a line-up had been Issued to 
the operator at Ardmore, Ala,, 28.64 miles south of Cornersvllle, 
the operator at Cornersvllle called this operator and requested 
a copy. The operator at Ardmore then transmitted a line-up 
which the dispatcher had Issued at 12:33 p. m, and which read 
as follows: 

12:30 p. m. Line-up 
Extra 412 North Lewlsburg 12-28 p. m. 
Extra 836 North Woodrow 12:17 p. m. 
23, Eng 437, arrived Ardmore 12:22 p. m. 
Work Extra 99 working between Wheelerton and Ardmore, 
ties up at Radnor. 

Woodrow and Radnor are located, respectively, 21.81 miles 
south and 49.62 miles north of Lewlsburg. Both the operator 
at Cornersvllle and the section foreman at Lewlsburg copied 
the line-up as it was transmitted, and both operators said 
that the section foreman repeated the entire line-up after it 
had been transmitted. The operator at Cornersvllle noted on 
his copy that the line-up had been transmitted to the section 
foreman at 1:25 p. m. 

Members of the section force said that when the foreman 
returned from the telephone booth he informed them that Work 
Extra 99 was between Ardmore and Wheelerton but did not men­
tion the fact that the train would later proceed from Wheeler­
ton to Radnor. At this time Extra 836 North had passed Lewis-
burg. After the track motor-car and trailer were placed on 
the track and tools were loaded on the trailer, the section 
force proceeded to the south siding-switch, stopped at that 
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•oolnt T o r s e v e r a l n i n u t e s , and then p r o c e e d e d s o u t h a r d . 
S u r v i v i n g members o f the f o r c e s a i d they e s t i m a t e d tha t t h e 
t r^ek m o t o r - c a r anproacned the p o i n t where the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d a t a speed c f be tween 25 and 35 m i l e s p e r hour . 
Because o f c u r v a t u r e o f t he t r o c k and the w a l l o f t he c u t , 
t hese emr-loyces cou ld not s ee the t r a i n u n t i l i t was c l o s e l y 
a p p r o a c h i n g . They s a i d t ha t a f t e r the t r a i n became v i s i b l e 
to them t h e r e was o n l y s u f f i c i e n t t ime f o r tnem to c a l l a 
warn ing and to a l i g h t f rom the ca r s b e f o r e the c o l l i s i o n 
o c c u r r e d . They d i d no t know what a c t i o n , i f any , was taken 
by the fo reman . A f t e r the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d I t was found 
t ha t tne foreman had I n h i s p o s s e s s i o n a coDy o f the l i n e - u p 
which he had r e c e i v e d f r o ^ the o o e r a t o r a t Ardmore , T h i s 
copy , wh ich was somewhat a b b r e v i a t e d T d i d n o t c o n t a i n the 
i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t the l i n e - u p had been I s s u e d a t 12*30 p . m, 
o r tha t ^ o r k E x t r a 99 would t i e up a t Radnor . However , the 
o p e r a t o r s s a i d t h a t the f o r e o a n r e p e a t e d the e n t i r e l l n e - u p 
a f t e r he r e c e i v e d i t , and from t h i s i t appea r s t h a t he heard 
these p o r t i o n s o f the l i n e - u p a s i t was t r a n s m i t t e d . 

B e f o r e Work E x t r a 99 s t a r t e d the nor th -bound t r i p , tho 
conduc tor had r e c e i v e d p e r m i s s i o n from the t r a i n d i s o a t c n e r 
to occupy the main t r a c k be tween Ardmore m d W b e c l e r t o n u n t i l 
1:15 p . m. The c rew was engared i n d i t c h i n g o p e r a t i o n s , and 
the conduc to r In fo rmed the d i s p a t c h e r tha t -'rhen t h i s p o r t i o n 
o f the work was comple t ed the t r a i n would be r eady to p r o c e e d 
to Radnor . The t r a i n c o n t r o l l e r , on i n s t r u c t i o n s from the 
Train d i s p a t c h e r , l i n e d the r o u t e f o r t h e t r a i n to p r o c e e d 
nor thward th rougn W h e e l e r t o n , and the t r a m p a s s e d tha t p o i n t 
a t 1-07 p . m. As t h i s t r a i n was app roach ing the p o i n t where 
the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d the enginemen and the f r o n t brakeman 
•••ere m a i n t a i n i n g a l o o k o u t ahead from the c o n t r o l compartment 
o f the l o c o m o t i v e . The conduc to r , the swing brakeman, *nd 
the f l agman w e r e i n the c a b o o s e . The b rakes o f the t r a i n had 
been t e s t e d and had f u n c t i o n e d p r o n e r l y when used . The s i g ­
na l a t t h e n o r t h end o f the s i d i n g a t C o r n e r s v i l l e i n d i c a t e d 
P r o c e e d , and the c rew had no k n o w l e d g e t h a t the t r a c k ahead 
was o c c u p i e d by a t r a c k m o t o r - c a r . The t r a i n approached the 
curve on ^-hich the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t a speed o f about 35 
m i l e s p e r hour , a s e s t i m a t e d by the e n g i n e e r . The employees 
on the l o c o m o t i v e s a i d tha t the t r a c k m o t o r - c a r became v i s i b l e 
to a l l o f them a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y the same t ime and tha t the 
e n g i n e e r I m m e d i a t e l y made an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n o f the 
b r a k e s . The c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d a lmos t i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r w a r d 
and b e f o r e t he speed o f the t r a i n had been a p p r e c i a b l y r e d u c e d . 
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The r u l e s o f t h i s c a r r i e r r e q u i r e the o p e r a t o r o f a 
t r a c k no t o r - c a r to o b t a i n a l i n e - u p o f t r a i n movements b e f o r e 
o p e r a t i n g m s t r a c k m o t o r - e a r on a main t r a c k , o r , i f unab le 
tc o b t a i n a l i n s - u p , to o p e r a t e the t r ack m o t o r - c a r o n l y under 
p r o t e c t i o n o f a f l a g m a n . I n the i n s t a n t case the o p e r a t o r a t 
Ardmore r e c e i v e d a l i n e - u p f rom the t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r a t 1 2 ' 3 3 
p , m, When he r e c e i v e d a r e a u e s t f o r a copy o f t h e l i n e - u p 
f rom the s e c t i o n foreman a t L e w l s b u r g , he t r a n s m i t t e d I t , as 
••'•as the custom, w i t h o u t the k n o w l e d g e o f t he t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r . 
T h i s l i n e - u p , wh ich was r e c e i v e d by the s e c t i o n foreman a p p r o x i 
m a t e l y 52 minutes a f t e r i t was i s s u e d by t h e d i s p a t c h e r , i n d i ­
ca ted o n l y the l o c a t i o n s o f t r a i n s nt the t ime i t was i s s u e d . 
Work E x t r a 99 hac pas sed W h e e l e r t o n en r o u t e to Fadnor a p p r o x i ­
m a t e l y 13 minutes b e f o r e the s e c t i o n fo reman r e c e i v e d the 
l i n e - U P , and t h i s t r a i n wa? shown on the l i n e - u p as w o r k i n g 
be tween W h e e l e r t o n ^nd Ardmore , Track m o t o r - c a r s a r e r e q u i r e d 
to be clt,cj.r of the main t r a o i no t l e s s than 10 minutes b e f o r e 
t r a i n s a r e ou t , but t r a i n s a r e not r e s t r i c t e d by the i s s u a n c e 
o f i i n e - L p s and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r comput ing the runn ing 
time,-, .1 t r v l n s and d e t e r m i n i n g tne t imes and p l a c e s a t wh ich 
the t r a^k sb^ula be c l e a r e d f o r t r a i n s I s p l a c e d on the 
o p e r a t o r s ^1 che t r a c k m o t o r - c a r s , T n l s method o f o p e r a t i o n 
does not p r o v i c o a d e q u a t e p r o t e c t i o n f o r t he movement o f 
t r a c k m o t o r - e a r s . 

The s i g n a l s i n the v i c i n i t y o f t he p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t a r e 
approach l i g h t e d , and, e x c e p t when the approacn c i r c u i t s a r e 
o c c u p i e d , do r o t convey I n f o r m a t i o n t o the occupan t s o f t r a o k 
m o t o r - c a r s as to the- l o c a t i o n s o f t r a i n s 0 

S i n c e January 1, 1944, the Commission has i n v e s t i g a t e d 
50 c o l l i s i o n s , i n c l u d i n g the p r e s e n t c a s e , which were caused 
by f a i l u r e to p r^-v ide adequa te p r o t e c t i o n f o r t he movement o f 
t r a c k m o t o r - c a r s These a c c i d e n t s r e s u l t e d in the d e a t h o f 
87 p e r s o n s and the i n j u r y o l 146 p e r s o n s , In t n e r e p o r t s 
c o v e r i n g the i n v e s t i g a t i o n s o f these a c c i d e n t s , the Commission 
r e p e a t e d l y has recommended tha t the c a r r i e r s t ake measures t o 
p r o v i d e adoaua te p r o t e c t i o n f o r the movement o f t r ack m o t o r ­
c a r s on t h e i r l i n e s , 

Cause 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by f a i l u r e to p r o v i d e adequa t e 
p r o t e c t i o n f o r the movement of a t r ack m o t o r - c a r . 
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(SEAL) GEORGE W. LAIRD, 

Secre tary . 

Re commenda t lon 

I t la recommended that the L o u l a v l l l e and N a s h v i l l e 
Ra i l road Company p r o v i d e adequate p r o t e c t i o n f o r the i rovvnent 
o f t rack motor-cars on i t s l i n e . 

Dated a t Washington, D. C , t h i s th i r t een th 
day of July, 1954. 

By the Commission, Commissioner Clarke . 


