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DATE

RAILROAD

LOCATION

KIND OF ACCIDENT

EQUIPMENT INVOLVED

TRAIN NUMBER

LOCOMOTIVE NUMBER

CONSIST

ESTIMATED SPEEDS

OPERATION

TRACK

WEATHER

TIME

CASUALTIES

CALUSE

3824

SUMMARY

538

December 15, 1958
Louisville and Nashville
Bardstown Jct , Ky

Rear-end collision

Track motorcar with trailer Passenger train
4
Diesel.electric units
777 and 772
13 cars
Undetermined 60m p h

Timetable, train orders, and automatic block-signal system
Double, tangent, 0 55 percent descending grade northward
Hazy

706a m

5 killed

Track motorcar and trailer occupying main track on time of over-
due first-class passenger train




INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NC 3824

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPCRTS UNDER
THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT CF MAY 4, 1910

LOLISYILLE AND » ASHVILLD RAILROAD CCH PAMY

Fepruary 4, 1959

Accigent rear Bardsto .n Jet, <y, o Jec. Ler 15, 19%%, caued Ly truct  otorca and
railer occupying a —din track o1 the tire o0 an overcue frst-cl.- ri.sencer trair

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION]

FRE 1S, Comnussioner

On Dece—ker 15, 1955, tnere was o collision between a passenger tramn on the Lou-vule e p!
Mashville Rar'read and q troc< —otorcar with trailer near Bardstown Jet, <y, shich -eculted .-
the deatr of five rarrterarce-cf-nay ercloyees

Lnder ou hority of section 17 {7) of the Interstate Commerce Act the above-entitied proceeding was

referred by tne Commussien to Commissioner *reas for considera 1on ond aloposition
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Location of Accident and Methed of Operation

T .s geoi-e~r occur~d on that vart of tte Lou sville Divisien extending ~etv con Lel o r on
Jet ana Lows.lle, Ky, 287 ~1les  In t.e ,1zi01ty of the ~omnt of accident thi= 1~ a iod le-trac
l1ne, over * cch traims e _-erate.n pvbietab e, tr21n oriers anid ar auter atic block-w1gnal ~yste
Tre acciient ccowre1 on the mert aord aim trace at a voint B 06 1 les nort o Let1rer Jetoand
1 34 —1les =gutr of Bardstc -~ Jet F-o  the scutl there are, 1n succes-on, a 2973 curve o the
lelt 1,722 Leer 1 lengtn, 2 o targert 3,206 {eet tethe point of a~cidentar ta won ferit e I tince
nartr carx The grzdz 10 tre vizomuty of the rownt of a- 1lent 15 0 5% rercent desce lingn 1 ar i

A track  otorcar setoff s located 244 feet 1orth of t e rownt - accilent
This carrier’s ~ules “zr tre oreratiol o troc~ o orcars redad 11 rart as 12 03

128 Keeping T ear of Trains —"T-uck cars shoald b= ¢ ear of main tr~ < cn minuw e borore

tra.ns are due, using ti—e tab ¢ ard linsups to deterrine locat or of ‘rams= ¥ = *

Fereren and operators must use be wirmost care n -unrong beor cars over the road v aen
possible (hey must have a wr tten lureup sho ring novement of tramn ani3 must real he
l.reup to other occupan's of the car * * =

f he fHlagmaor hears or sees a tra n approacking, he must ploce a torpe do on the rail and
precesz rapialy tor ard the approact ina train, g ving a =top sagnal

Safetv rules of this carr.er =2 a*irg t= t-eonerat or of ir1zl rotorcars rea fon a1 cllow

25 Before star ing, emo oye 1 chnarge of ¢ 3 must oo 1wan seat ocation 1o ~very persor
rid ng on car ane have thorough understand ng 1s to wnat part each pe- on 1 te tuke
.n re—ov.ng the car from track  YYen on mwon of co- shal assi t arl oer in cecring look-
ou un warn of any apparen aanger affectirg  afe opera or ol car en 1 ding rear of

car skall keep constant ookowt 1o that Jirection for rans or curs

27 * + = The versor in charge of the cperation of the car must, when practicable,
procure 1niformat on as to mose nents of trains Dispatcher or opera o0 wili ~ake mem-
crandur o _niormao 1on given orenan or others in charge of car ana hase such person
repeat tne informa 10n g1 en Pefore trip 13 started, erploye n charge o car shall read
ireup on whach mo errent 1sbeilng made tootner menon ca * * * In add tion te co -plying
wlth these rules al) other possicle precautions mus be taken to plevent col 1s1on + * =

Tre rar. 1~ quthorized -pee.s nthe vicanity ~f the o~1nt »f accident are 70 riles ver hour
for nassengsl trmns and 27 71 es ter heur for 'rack 1 ctorcars »ulling other cars

Description of Aceident

Aouth Tou noboe gy o the coculent g minterarce-of- say force corg1st g of a .cction
Te 1n 27 four cection o e orted {ero luty ol Lebanon Jet , Ky Thne forewan recenved a copy of
g «ad” o frmr s oort 1o tho oprrator at that nont about A 35 a 1 Shortly aftorvard the
eyirte ] nortt s ad oo g track rootorear #ath o trmiler, on the northward nain track
Aot 3% gnute Ster, Lo e track oootorcar arn traller viere o ovirg at an undeterined spced,
fre raler »37 truce vy In 4 ot @ ceirt 1 54 niles south of Rarnstown Jot
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o 4, anthl-unl  rt-cl, n crnrar tey- conegted of diesel-glen o
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The trac ot rer a1 railer cre e it Mone oftfe cyur-ett ©f T 40 an lerale
M 4 toprod totre frart alol tbe oo —fp e 0 504 deet mort o tne roint o JeT1Tent

The com 1or fome A1 ' ir~ =01 ~s tin en were Filed

-
The w=Tlo-1 10 197y At ite t e 2f Ite docl ent, wuch ocourres about 7 25 a3 1

Dactag the R0-dy omo ' e om0 ta= 21 of tre gocilont fhe dvet1e Aqily ~precen. T oer
a o - -
tianart 1rd L, g0 rior nt e 1zioaty of b e rsimt o 1o dent as 83 Tans

Tie*r1! atorcam ¢ 9 11 .ot 2ty &, ety alto Forsets er ergiie, a0
ve eroirced b 4 lenl opt' s It s oros Iz it 1 etal cas naving @ sziety-gitss -
<hield, an afet--li=s .~ , t e 1o~ e the ort of “ie cab and acress the rect 1zyacent
to the ta Can 1o curbIlts ere raglce T TOwen Boo Inet reds tte sides and rea- [t 81?”63
approvrr atzls 300 voup e ordo 1 oot - oty for 5 —ersers The trailer vas of e 4o neel
yreanl m=pravide ! ot o dsner o1l omibe Lt tho 11 e the ocoident occurred *h;e trai er
1 lraled itotosl-emdl1 o ater or T oe bl cloroar s rovided aith tbte requred © asa.ng
equipt ent

Discussion

About £ 35 a o on tne 11y o tie accident the operator at Lekanon Jet receved a lineur
of train = over ente rorr the tralm ¢eratcher “h.s limeur read 1n part as folov s

Nag 4 eng 777 by Senora £ 30 a n

Sonerg 15 located 25 44 wi'es south of Lenanen Jot
"tneus fron the atarater about A 3R a o
The track surerv sor sad the linenr
hir e

Tre section fcreman received a cooy of this
in the rre. ence of a t~ack suvervisor and anstner e~olovee
as read aloud but the eection' 2n v are net presan. @t that

Short y i erva-1, the sectior force aepetted cn 2 track r otercar and trailer on the north, ard
Tnain track

AsNe 4 war mirtoac 1 ne the poirt « here the accilent occourred the engimerien we-e in thelir
F o}

respective vositions in the control cor art rent of tl e loco 1otive and the members of the tra.n crew

were 1n various locations n the care of the tromm The brawes of tis train tad osen testad and had

tunctioned oroperly when vsed en route The headlight was ighted crightly and the oscillatirg white
light was operating  Ttre firenar swd that the engineer and be first ovbserved the track rotoredr
when 1t was anprosan ately 1,700 feet distant

arpli-mhien of the prale-s and Mo £ e

T .e engincer 11 edigtely 1tiated an en ergency
oSOl e warntg 1Tt on the har Th- 100 1 N
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that as the traln was approaching the track rotorcar heobserved thal the canvas curtalns on the track
notorcar were closed He said that ne torpedoes were oxp'oded by the train, ani that he did not
observe any lighted fusees on t1e track structure 1n the vicinity of the pointl of aecident  The engi-
rieer estir ated that *he epeed of the train was about 50 1 1les per heur when the collision securrerd

The rules of the carrier require tha forerman and operators niust uge the utmost care when
operating track rotorcars  Track 1 otorears shoula be clear of the rain track 10 minutes before
trains are due In the instant case all occupunts of the track irotorear were killed 1n the acculent
and 1t could not be deternined wny the section forenan did not clear the man track for No 4, ard
faillng to do so, why ilag protection was not provided

During the nast .C venrs the Cormisslon has investigated 74 collisions, mncludlhg the pre=ent
case, 1n which traex motorcars were invelved  These accidents resulted 1n the death of 97 persons
and the injury of 190 persocns

Cause

This accident was caused by track motorcdr and tratler occupylng d neaun trach on the tine
of an overdue first-class passenger train

Dated at Washington, 2 ©, this fourth
day of Fetruary, 1959

By the Conmisslon, Comrissioner Freas

Harold D MeCoy,
(SEAL)
Secretary
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