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December 15, 1958 

Louisvi l le and Nashville 

Bards town J e t , Ky 

Rear-end collision 

Track motorcar with trailer 

Undetermined 

Passenger tram 

4 

Diesel-electnc units 
777 and 772 

13 cars 

60 m p h 

Timetable, tram orders, and automatic block-signal system 

Double, tangent, 0 55 percent descending grade northward 

Hazy 

7 06 a m 

5 killed 

Track motorcar and trailer occupying main track on time of over
due first-class passenger train 
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I N T E R S T A T E COMMERCE COMMISSION 

R E P O R T NO 3 8 2 4 

I N T H E M A T T E R O F M A K I N G A C C I D E N T I N V E S T I G A T I O N R E P O R T S U N D E R 

T H E A C C I D E N T R E P O R T S A C T C F M A Y 6 , 1 9 1 0 

L O L I S V I L L E A N D > A S H V I L L P R A I L R O A D CC" P A 1 1 Y 

F e o ' u a r y 4 , 1 9 5 ° > 

A c - i a e n t r e a r B a r d s t o . n J e t , < y , D e c . b e r l b , 1 9 5 ° , c a u s e d L y t r j c L u t J T C Q _ a n 1 

t r a i l e r o c c u p y i n g a " a m t - a c k o i t h e t i ^ o 3L a n o v e r d u e 1 r s t - c l - . - r ^ s e n ^ e r trJi r 

R E P O R T O F T H E C O M M I S S I O N 1 

FREi^, Commissioner 

O n D e c e m b e r 1 5 , 1 9 5 8 , t n e r e w a s a c o l l i s i o n b e t w e e n a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n o n t h e L ^ u i ^ v i i l e < n< 

l - a s h v i l l e R a i ' r c a d a n d a t r a c - c ^ o t o r c a r - v i t i t r a i l e r n e a r B a r d s t o v , n J e t , K y , » < n i c h ' e x u l t e d ^ 

t h e d e a i r o f f i v e r a i f , t e n a n c e - o f - i ^ a y e r o l o y e e s 

^ L n d e r CL hority o l s e c t i o n 1 7 ( ? ) o f t h e Interstate Commerce Act the a b o v e - e n t i L i e d p r o r e e d i n q w a s 

r e f e r r e d by t i c C o m m i s s i o n t o C o m m i s s i o n e r
 r reas i o r c o n s i d e r a ion and a i ^ p o b i t i o n 
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2 7 * * * T h e J e r s o r i n c h a r g e o f t h e o p e r a t i o n o ' t h e c a r m u s t , w h e n p r a c t i c a b l e , 

p r o c u r e m l o m a t O n a s t o m o / p i e n t s o f t r a i n s D i s p a t c h e r o r o p e r a o ~ w i l l " ~ a k e m c m -

o r a n d u r o - n f o r m a i o n g i v e n o r e n a n o r o t h e r s i n c h a r g e 1 o f c a r a n a h a / e s u c h p e r s o n 

r e p e a t t n e i n f o r m a i o n g i e n P e f o r e t r i p i & s t a r t e d , e m p l o y e n c h a r g e o c a r s h a l l r e a d 

i r e u p o n w h . c h m o r i r e = n t i s b e i n g m a a e t o o t n e ' m e n o n c a * * * I n a d d t i o n t o c o " p l y i n g 

VVITH t n o s e r u l e s a l 1 o t h e r p o s s i & l e p r e c a u t i o n s ~ n u s b e t a k e n t o p i e v e n t c o l l s i o n * 1 * 

T h e to.-/, _ L r - a u t h o r i z e 1 . p e e _ ~ _ n t h e y i c m i t y t h e o - i n t o f a c c i d e n t a r e 70 r i l e s o o r h o u r f o r o a p s e n g e i t r a i n s a n d 2 2 ' r i e s c e r h o u r f o r T a c k i c t o r c a r s - u l h ^ g o t h e r c a r s 
Description of Accident 

A - j O u t 6 3 L a „ n t e i a y c i t h e c c o H e - i M J a i n t e ^ a r c e - o f - ̂ a y f o r c e c o r n s ' n g o f • a c t i o n ' o r e a n r o u r ^ e r t i o n r-\ i - ' e r t c d Vi l u t y a t L e b a n o n J e t , K y T n e f c r e v a n r e c e i v e d a c o p y c c t n e n e ^ o t r a i r c / o o f t r e t h e o p e r a t o r a t t h a t o o i n t a b o u t 6 a n S h o r t l y a ^ c r ^ a r d t h e ^ e t ' c f o r c e e o a r t e 1 n o r t h i i r d o - a t r a c k ^ o t o r c a r . " i t h a t r a i l e r , o n t h e n o r t h w a r d n a m t r a c k A * - o u t 3 0 m u t 1 - a t c r , i . o j g t r a c k r , c t o r c a r a ^ a t r a i l e r v e r e 1 o v i r g a t a n u n d e t o r r n n e d s p e e d , f r e n ' o r ' a " t r u e ' y l o 4 a t a c e r t 1 5 4 r u l e s s o u t h o f B a r a s t o v . n J e t 

Location of Accident and Method of Operation T i . 5 a c e i ^ c - ^ ' o c c i r r ^ i r n fbz* c a r t c f t l e L o u s v i l l e D i v i s i o n e x t e n U n i ^ c H c o n L o 1 « < J e t a n a L o u i s a l ' e , K \ , 2 9 " l i e s I n t i e a c n t i o f t h e ^ o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i < - - i ~ a l o u l l e - t r a c h i e , e w e r • ' c h t r a i - s a r e „ " - c r a t e . , d v L ' I e t a b . e , t n n c r i e r s a n i a * a u t c p a t i c b ' o c k - s i a n j l ̂\ s t e T " e a c c i d e n t c c c u r r e i o n t h e n c r t 1 a m t r a c ^ a t a o o i n ' 6 0 6 i l e t n o r t ^ ~ i ^ e t a ^ c r J e t a n ] 1 5 4 " l ^ s ^ o u t ' - " o f B a r d s t c " J e t F - j t h e s c u t l t h e r e a r e , i n - u c c c s - - o n , a 2 ° ^ ' c u r / o + e t h e l e f t 1 , 7 2 2 ^ e e T i n l e n g t n , a i j • t a n g e n t 3 , 2 0 6 f e e t t o t n e p o i n t o f a - c H o n t a 1 1 I a j n H e r i t e l i t m c o n c r t i " a r a ^ h e g r e H e n t J e v i c - m t v o f t h e r o m t o f a c H e n 1 " i s 0 5 5 r o r c e n t d e s c e " l i n g n r l . a r 1 
A t r a c k o t c r e a r s e t o f f _ s l o c a t e d 2 4 4 f e e t l o r t h o f t e r o i n t ^ a c c i l e n t 
T h i s e a r n e r ' s T u l e s f c r t n e o p e r a t i o n o t r c c ^ o o r c a r ^ r e a ' J n r a r t a s f - ' I o . 1 
1 2 6 K e e p i n g C e a r c f T r a i n s — " " ^ a c k . c a r s s h o j l d b j c e a r o f m a i n t r " < < e n n I D L e s b c i o r r 

t ' a ^ n s a r e d u e , u s i n g t i ~ e t a b e a r a l i n e u p s t o d e t e r m i n e l _ c a t o r o f L r a n i ' ' * 

F c r e r e n a n a o p e r a t o r s m u s t u s e r e u t m o s t c a r e n - u n r - i s 1 f _ r c a r i o ^ c r t h e r o a d * t e n 

p o s s i b l e i b e y m u s t h a - v e a w r H e n U r e u p s h o ; i r i g n o v e m e n ' o f t " a m i n ) m u s t r e a l h e 

l . r e u p t o o t h e r o c c u p a n k s o f t h e c a r * * ' 

f h e f l a g m a r h e a r s o r t e e s a t r a n a p p r o a c r i i a , h e m u & . t p l a c e a t o r p r J o o n t h e r a i l a n d 

p r o c e e d " a p i d l y *OJ a r d t h e a p p r o a c r i n a t ' o n , g v m g a s t o p £ > i q n a l 

S a f e t v r u l e s o f t h i s c a r r i e r - 9 a ^ a t o t " e o u e r a t o r o l t n e 1 < o t o r c a r s r o a 1 m ^ a ^ , i ~ c f o ^ > 
2 5 B e f o r e s t a ' i n g , e m o o y c l r c n a r g ^ o l 1 a ~ m u s t -1^ l a n s e a t o c a t i o n T o "VPR) p e r s o r 

r i d n g o n c a r a i d h a v e t h o r o u g h u n d e r s t a n d n g j s t o w i a t p a r t e a c h p c o n i s t o t a k e 

j . n r e — a v . n q t n e c a r f r o m t r a c k ' ' e n o n i r o n o f c a - s r a l a s s i t a n e r i r > ' e t t i m j l a o k -

OL a n w a r n o f a n y a p p c r e n a a n g e r a l ' e c t i r q u f c o p c - a o r o l c a r e n r d i n a r e a r c f 

c a ' s h a l l i c e e p c o n s t a n t o o k o u h i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n f o r r a _ i s o r c a r s 
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To 4, a n rti I oun 1 '-t-c^ ^ i ' H ' " > - I I - , con~i .ted of diese!-e'o~ r ^ -
7"2, ccurlo 1 m a \-'c-umt c -ivml, 1 e ^ r " -re': — - l r cr , 1 baaaage c- , r 'J' 
ca-s, 1 1 ii - c rc— cr , nn' 1 , in LR~ o^r . ° 1 This tram — -RTC ' V, - ^ - b r ^ -=t , 
hp ]aM o-en i» " CD - 2 , i ' - at- J -M hit o/inj it a- e 'i at'a ^-ee o. ' , 
" LV' ' or t o,. it "truo '!c tff 1 i jt'-^'r m '"i.1?: 

The trac ot mr an railor R R -li- IP 1 vone of the O:u ir~ e-T r/ 1 c £ ao Jeraile 
No 4 F 11 H tl t t l C J fr-M n I of tt ^ - -'i i C I ' - foet "ort o TNO rem* c: Jccre"t 

The -oc lor fc-e an in 1 1 f - - I T ^ tî n e- êre W.led 

1 no A'-'J'I o- 1 n7-. tl e t e [re acci ent, A nch occure" about 7 a r 

O.iri i j the X.- ia\ c-i- ' r -̂« n t ,= ^ of tr ^ acc iVt me 3VE-a i e lai-y - r e - e ' H c 
t io nort ird - Jir ncr N T c i:mtv c i t e romt ~t ice dent as 9 83 Tins 

Ti e *n 1 ot:r: i- • -> T i . o T-ir e tv c, o" 1 iv a 5 to ? borseco er engine, an ' 
* RJC- e I l . ir -e1 if 4- I o<M ir-r It 1c ' MTI i etal car na/ing a sc ie ty-gnss na-
•-hipl i, an afet- I -> > t o -i o nGa~ t »e _̂ ort of * .e cab an 1 across the rear aajacent 
to tl" to,- Cm a^-urtn-s ore ro-i-e - oo-P- 1 - -re^ areâ  c tl e sides and rea- It erg-en 
appro r̂ A T E L / 300 "cm ] - c J • i c t̂i ' "it, icr 5 ~ersc-s The trailer v as ot tne i-V heel 
T>re an] >?i proviso I 'tl ~~J-n - . «. I 1 m 1 be At tno ti e tne accident occurred 'he trai er 

I-aled it, to-1 - O " 1 r at<=- o,~ ^ e T - - - c r : a r AS trovided M T H 'be requred r aacmg 
ê uip" ent 

Dl S C U S S I O R 

About 6 35 a ,I on tne lay CI tie accident rhe operator at Lebanon Jet received a Uneu-
of train - over ent- roir the tram C - i atcher ^Ks hneur read in part as fo.lov s 

No 4 ena ^77 b̂  Sonora 6 30 a n 

Sonora is locate! 25 44 n l'es south of Lenanon Jcf Tne section foreman received a coo> of this 
' meu -> Iro-1, tl e ot »ratnr about P 36 a t m the pre. ence of a t_ack suoervisor and anotner e~IO]cvee 
^he tract superv sor said t̂ o Im '̂ic as read aloud but the section- en - ere not presenL a' taat 
tm e -St ort y af or' uH, the S O L ^ I O I force aei_aned cn a track r otcrcar and trailer on +be northv ard 
mam track 

As No 4 nc- NI i roac I RU ttie poir t here tne accilent occur'-ed the engmenen W E ' E in their 
respective oositions in the cont-ol cor ̂ art rent of tl e loco lotive and the members of the tram crev 
were in various locations m THE can of the trcin Tie bra-.es ot this train lad oeen tested and had 
functioned DRAPERly when used en route The headlight was hghted nightly and the oscillatira A H I T E 

light was operating Tie firerrar said tl at the engineer and be first onserved the track rotorcar 
when it was anproxin ately 1,000 xeet distant T , e engineer in r ediately m^iated an eneraencv 
application of the hrnbo- and [1 o f an -oun. eo a anmn,] 1 la ' ô  tho h0r Tl ^ Mr" i 

http://bra-.es
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Dated at Washington, D C , this fourth 
day of Felruary, 1959 

By the Conmisslon, Commissioner Freas 

(SEAL) 
Harold D McCoy, 

Secretary 

that as the train was approaching the trac< rotorcar he observed trial the canvas curtains on the track 
n otorcar were closed He said tha' no torpedoes were cxp'oded by the train, an! tint he did not 
observe any lighted lasses on t ie track structure in the vicinity of the point of accident The engi
neer es t i r a te j that 'he speed of the train was about 60 i lie1? per hour when the coll is ion occurred 

The rules of the carrier require tha foreman and operators must use the utmost care when 
operating track motorcars Track i otsrears shoula be clear of the nam track 10 minuter before 
trains are due In the instant case all occupants of the track motorcar were killed in the accident 
and it could not be detern med wny the section forenan did not clear the nam track for No A, and 
failing to do so, why flag protection was not provided 

During the oast i.0 years t i e C o n m s s l o n has Investigated 74 col l i s ions , including 'hepro^ent 
case, in which trac< motorcars were involved These accidents resulted in the death of 97 persons 
and the injury of 190 persons 

Cause 

This accident was caused by track rrotorcar and trailer occupying a nam trac'-. on t i c tmo 
of an overdue first-class passenger train 
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