INTERSTATE COMMERCE CCMMISSION

WASHINGTON

REPORT NO 3584
LOUTSTANA & ARKANSAS RATLWAY COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
NZAR PITTSBURG, TEX., ON
JULY 21, 1954




Date:*

Rallroad-
Location:

Kina of acecident:
Equipment involved
Traln number;
Engine number:
Consisgt:

Speeds:

Operatlon

Track:

Highway:

Wenther,
Time:
Cesualtlies,.

Cause:

- 2 - Report No. 3584

July 21, 1954

Loulsiana & Arkansas

Pittebrre, Tex.

Coligion

Freigzht Lraln Motor~truck
tra 1582 South

Dlesel-electric unlt 162

14 cars, cabooce

15 m. p. h. Undeternined

Timetable and tralin orders

Single, tangent: 1.10 nercent
ascending grade gsouthward

Tangent, crosses track at angle of
g82°, 2.30 percent descending erade
westwnrd

Clear

1.10 p, m,

3 kllled, 1 injured

Motor-truck occunying rall-highway

grade crossing lmmediately in front
of approaching traln
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INTER3TATE COIMZRCE COIMISSION

REPORT NO. 3584

IN THz MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER TEE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT CF MAY §, 1910,

LOUISIANA & ARKANSAS RATILWAY COMPANY

Aumust 27, 1854

Accldent near Plttsburg, Te:x., on July 21, 1054, equgeu
by 3 motor-trucl: occunyinr a reil-highway grace
crossing lmredlately in front of an aporeacking
Ttraln,

1
REPORT OF TEE CCMMISSION

CLARXE, Comrlgsloner:

On July 21, 1954, there was s colllslon between a
freight traln on the Loulsiana & Arkansas Rallway and a
motur-truck at s roil-hi-hway crade crossing near Plttsburg,
Tex,, which resulted in the death of three traln-service
employeca, and the inJury of the driver of the motor-~truck.

1

Under authority of secectlon 17 (2) of the Interstate ZJom-
merce Act the above-entitled nroceedine was referred by the
Commlsslon to Commissioner Zlarke Tor conslderation and
disposltion,
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Location of Accldent and Method of COperatlon

This accldent occurred on that part of the rallway
extending between Farmersville, Tex., and Jewella, La,,
17¢,1 miles. In the vicinlty of the polnt of accldent thils
1s a single-track llne, over whlch tralns are operated by
timetakble and train orders. There is no block system in use,
At Plttsbturg, Tex., 87.0 mlles south of Farmersvlilie, a
slding 2,328 feet in length parallels the maln track on the
east., The south switch of thls siding i1s 1,128 feet south
of the station. The accident occurred on the maln track
within the clty limits of Pittsburg at a polnt 2,417 feet
gouth of the south siding-swltch, where the rallroad is
crossed at grade by U., 8. Highway No. 271. In thls vicinity
the railroad extends from west to east, and the hilghway
extends from north to south. Timetable directlons on the
rallroad are north and south, and these directions are used
in this report. The rallroad 1s tangent throughout a dlstance
of 3,451 feet immediately north of the point of accldent and
a considerable distance southward. The grade 1s 1.10 percent
ascending southward at the point of accident, The northwest
angle of the 1lntersectlion of the rallroad and U, S, Highwsy
No., 271 1s 82°, The highway conslsts of four 14~foot concrete
traffic lanes, On each slde of the crossing the eastward
traffic lanes are separated from the westward lanes by a
conerete 1sland 4 feet ln wldth., The highway ls tangent
throughout a dlstance of approxlimately 1,300 feet lmmedlately
east of the crossling and a shert dlstance westward. From
the east the grade 1s 1.13 percent descending throughout a2
distance of 800 feet, then 2,30 percent descendlng 50C feet
to the crossing, An area 20 Ilnches in wldth on the outslde
of each rall and the area between the ralls at the crossing
are surfaced with planking.

4 clrcular railroad-crossing advance~warning sign 30
lnches 1n diamefer ls located to the right of the dlrcctlon
of west-bound highway trafflc at a point 1,415 feet east of
the track. This sign 1s mounted on & msst 2 feet 9 lnches
above the level of the hlghway and bears two diaﬁonal lines
intersecting at right angles and the letters "RAR"T 1n black on
a yellow background, A gimllar slgn is located 515 feet east
of the track. A standard cross-buck rallroad-crossing sign
1s located to the right of the direction of west-bound hlgh-
way traffic, 22 feet east of the center-line of the track and
37 feet north of the center~iine of the highway. Thls sign
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is mounted on a mast 11 feet & inches above the level of the
hlghvay and bears the words "RAILROAD CROSSING" in plagk op
a white background, A crossing-whistle sign for south-bound
trains 1s located 1,685 feet north of the crossing. -

This carrier's operating rules read in part as follows: '

-

14. Engine Forn or Whistle Signals.-% % #

* o# #

NCTE,- The signals prescribed are illustrated by "o

for short sounds; "__" for longer sounds, * * ¥
Sound Indication
# 4 %
S Q — Approaching public crossings

at grade. (Standard sign

wlll designate point at which
sienal must begin.) To be
rrolonged or repeated untill
crossing 1s occupled by englne
or car.

it # ow

17, Headlights.--The standard whlte headlight must be
displayed brightly to the front of every traln by day
and by night.

¥ W ¥

30. BRinglng Bell.--%* # #* the engine bell must be rung
when the engine 1g about to move, and vhlle approachlng
and passlng publlc crossings at grade * * #

Motor Vehicle Laws of the State of Texas read in part
a5 foliouws: i

-
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SPECIAL STOPS AND RESTRICTED SPEEDS REQUIRED

Sec, 86, Obedlance to slgnal indlcating approach
of traln.-Whenever any person driving a vehlcle
approiaches a rallroad grade crossing, the driver of
cuch vehlecle shall stop within: fifty (50) feet but
not less than fifteen ?15) feet from the ne.rest rall
of such rallroad and shall not proceed until he can
do so salely when:

it % W

(¢) A rallroad englne approaching withkln approximately
fifteen hundred (1500) feet of the highway crossingz emits
a signal audible from such dlstance and such englne by
reagon of lts speed or nearnegss to such crosgcsing ls 2
1mmedlate hazard;

% N *

Sec. 82, Certaln wvehicles must reduce speed at all
rallrpad grade crossings, (a) The driver of any vehicle
carrying * * % flammable llgulds as its nrincipal cargo
before crossing at grade any track or tracks of a
rallroad, chall 1f travelling in excese of twenty (20)
miles per hour, reduce the speed of such vehlcle to
twenty (20) miles per hour before approaching within
two hundred (20C) feet from the nearest rall of such
rallroad and shall listen and locok in both directions
along guch track for any approachlng train, and for
slegnals Indlcating the approach of the train, * % # and
shall not cross such track until he can do so safely.
After reducing speed as requlred herein and when 1t 1s
safe to do s0 the drlver of any sald vehlcle shall
cross 1in such gear of the vehlcle that there will bé no
necesslty for changing gears whlle traverelng such and
tne driver sghall not shift gears while crossing the
track or tracks.

* * W

The maximum authorized gpeed for Frelght traing is

40 mllies per hour, It ig restricted to 20 miles ver hour
within the city linits ef Plttsburg.
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Dégcription of Aceldent

-
%

Y

Extra 162 South, a south-hound freight trein, conslsted
o' Diesel~electrlic unit 162, a road-switcher type, 14 cars,
and a caboose. Thisg traln entered the maln track at the south
slding-switch at Plttsburg at 1:08 p, m., ahd while 1t wes
moving'at an estimated speed of 15 miles per hour 1t struck
a motor-truck at a rall-hlghway grade crosslng 2,417 feet
south of the switeh. .

The vehlicle involved was a tractor and geml-traller
owned by Ora Derr, Houston, Tex. At ‘the tlme of the accldent
it was belng operated by the Bull Dog Trarisport Commany of
Houston. The driver was the sole occupant, The tractor was
a White model WC-22 and bore Texas 1icense J-8220. The seml-
traller was a Freuhauf Carter grsoline cargo tank, At the
time of the aceldent the cargo consisted of 5,866 gallons of
gagoline. Thls vehlele was meving westward on U, S. Highway
No. 271 at an undetermined rate of speed when 1t entered umon
the crossing and was struck by Extra 168 3South,

The locomotive, the firat three cars, #nd the front
wvheela of the front truck of the fourth car of Extra 162
South were .deraliled. The locomotive storped on its left
side, 107 feet south of the point of accident, acroass the
track and at right angles te 1t. The deralled cars stopped
ln varlous no8itionsg on or near the track. The locomotive
and the fire! three cars were somévhat damaged as & result
of the derailment. Gasoline escaping from the seml-trailer
immediately bedame lgnited, and tre loecomotlve and the second
car were badly demaged and the other deralled cars wvere
somevhat dannzed by fire.

The trdctor and the seml-traller were separeoted as &
result of the collision. The tractor stopped unright acalinst
a utllity pole 48 feet south of thc center-line of the high-
way and 331 feet west of the center-line of the track, The
seni-trailer was struck by the locomotive at a polnt about &
fect back of the front end. It stopped on the west slde of .
the track and agalnst the front end of the locomotive, It was
destroyed,

The engineer, the flreman, and the front brakeman of
Extra 162 South were x1l1led,
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The weather was clear at the time of the aceldent,
whliech occurred about 1:10 p. m.

During the 30-day period preceding the day of the acci-
dent the averace dally movement over the crossing was 4.1
trains. During the 24-hour perled beginning at @ a., m., July
27, 1954, 1,114 automebiles, 615 motor-trucks, and 9 other
vehlcles passged over the crossing,

Discugsion

Ag Extra 162 South was apnroaching the nolnt where the
accldent occurred the englnemen and the front brakeman were
on the locomotive. The conductor and the flagman were in the
caboose., The brakes of the traln had been tegted and had
funetloned properly when used en route. The conductor and
the flagman sald that the headlight was lighted when they last
observed 1t at Pittsburgz. The traln was stopped lmmedlately
south of the south siding-switch at Plttsburg while the flag-
man restored the swltch to normal posltien. The c¢enductor and
the flagman sald that after the troin departed from this roint
the englneer sounded the grade-crossing whistle sirnal for a
rall-highway pgrade crossing located between the swltch and
U. 5. Highway No. 271 and that he contlnved to sound the
pneumatic horn as the traln moved between that crossing
and U, S. Highway No. 271, They did4 not know whether the
locomotive bell was ringing. The conductor, who vwas seated
on the left slde of the caboose, sald that he saw the motor-
truck approaching the crossing tefore the collislon occurred
When he saw the truck it was between 60 and 100 feet east of
the crossing and he estlmated that it was moving at a speed
of between 50 and 60 miles per hour. Poth the conductor and
the flagman sald that the trakes of the train were applled
in emergency before the collislon occurred. The conductor
egtimated that the speed of the traln was about 15 mlles
per hour at the time of the coliislon. The flagnen estlmnted
that the speed was about 10 miles per hour,

The driver of the motor-truck was not svallable for
nuestloning during this investlgation. The conducter of
Extra 162 Souvth sald that after the accident occurred the
driver told him that the truck was movinz at s speed of about
20 miles ver hour and that he neilther heard nors saw the
approaching train. After the acecident occurred, skld marks
were found on the surface of the highiay throughout a distance
of 276 feet lmmediately enst of the crossing. From the length
of' these marks, 1t aprears that the speed of the truck was
conslderably in excess of 30 miles per hour at the tlme the
braikes were appllied.
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After a vehicle moving westward on U. 8. Highway No.
271 reaches a point 500 fect east of the crossling, the
driver can obtain a vlew of an approaching south-bound
train throughout a distance of apprexlmately 570 feet
immediately north of the crossing.

Cavse

Thig accldent was caused by a motor—truck occupylng a
rall-highway grade crogsing ilmmedlately in front of an
approaching traln.

Dated at Washington, D. C., thls twenty-seventh
day of August, 1954,

By the Commission, Commissloner Clarke.

( SEAL) GEORGE W. LAIRD,

Secretary,



