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Railroad: Lovieiana & Arkanegsas

A

Date: February 22, 1943

M
|
.W\
b

& Lucation: Eullion, La.
- Kind of accident: Head-end collleion
Trainsg involved: Pessanrer : Frelgnt
Train numbers: 5 : Zxtra 800 Nortn
En;ine numcers: 594 : 800
Consist: 4 care : 135 cers, 1 -»n.ine
in tow ard 2
cabooses
Speed: 15-2C m. . 2. : Standing
Operntion: Timetelhle and train orders
Track: Single; Cencent; 0.2 percent
ngcentinn L rarg govtiverd
Weatner: Clrar
Time: 12148 a. n.
Cacualties: 27 injured
4 . -
A% Couse: Accident caussd by an inferior
%, train occunying moin track cn
b tne time of an opvosing sulericr
. train ~nd t.oen by faillure uo
'é nrovide &edequate flay protecilon
J. N
4 \
Ar - - . s
i Recomnendsatvion: Tnet the Loulgiaone & ArZsnsse Rallway
| Cormany inctoll an odequate olock
svstem on tre line on wnict tnls
accident occurred

~ s
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INTERSTATE CO.ITZRCE COTIMISSIOT

INVISTIGATION NO. 2880

IN ThHS JIATTER OF AXING ACCIDZUT TNV
UI'2=R THT ACCIDIENT RIPORTS ACT O

T-Z LOUISIANA ¢ ARKANSAS RATLWAY CCriPANY

, , on February 22, 1243, ceused by
roin occvoyineg tne maln tract on tne time
nerior train and taen by faillure to
flag protection.

celdent oo
a1 infle
of ann opw

@ mn H
<

1
REPORY OF THA COLITSSION

PATTEREON, Commissioner: ’

On February 22, 1943, there was o aead-snd collision

between a vassenger train and o frelznt ctrain on the Loulsiana

& Arkensas Rallway at Evllion, La., walch resulted in tne
injvry of 21 passcngers, 2 dining-car enployees, 3 train-

cervice employeeg on duty anc 1 trein-servico eunloyee or'f duvty.

1Under suthoristy of cection 17 (2) of the Interctate Com-—
merce Act tne above-entitled procceding was referrcd by tne
Commission Go Comﬁlssioner Patterson for considersation and
disposition.
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m& o Baton Rouge ‘
g | 13.43 mi. :
% X Bullion (P. of A,) S e~ % P.T.
B 7693 ma. :
J‘%’” 0 Gonzales :
¢ i 18,07 i, ;
%‘ > Gramercy —
& | 39453 mi. S 1,983 ft,
‘% o New Orleans, La. T
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4 r-—- - — - - X - - - Point of accident
# : ?
7, . .
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1 . 3,163 ft, =z :
% s < '
4 : 5 :
' Bulllon——[j 0 '
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459 ft. 2 :
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@ North sidine-switch ; :
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o go 5.5 miles of tangent
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2 o e : Inv—2680
9 sl : Louisiana & Arkansas Railway
47 ' Bullion, La.
l o February 22, 1943
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Locgtion of Accident gnd lietliod of Cperntion

Tnls occldent occurred oa thet naz
CGesignated ac tite New Crleenes Distrint
Lobdell Junctiorn ?n

rt o tne rellroad
and extaucding between

New Orle=n-, Lco., a “ictance of 87.33
miles. In ovae viecindty of tre o0int of accident this ig a
single-tr.ck line over wiich tvuing are ooverated by timetable
and tr=zin orders. LYrers is no uloce systam in uee. At
Pullaicn a eiding 2,828 fect in lengin psrallels the main
track on the wesgt. The north switer of thig siding is 459
feel coutn of trhe sgtontica. Ths acci¢ent occurred on the main
track ot o polnt &,16C feet noritn o7 th=2 acith siding-switen.
Apnrcacalng from de norsn there ar=, in asuccession, a tangent

11.5 nileg in lengta, a 29 corrs
tanrert 1,833 fce to the polnt
tne scutl theres ig a tanzent ©
lisilon. Av tuls point the gr
soutrnward.

ct
®]

lne mont 612 feet, and a
acclident.  Apnroacning from
il~rs to irhe point of col-
0.272 percent ascending

ct (r‘ ct €A
[}
@]
i
_ll

(%]
[
e 3
03

Operating rules read in verts as follows:

A roll } . N~ weL “ AL s 3
14. Engine and Motor Wilastle 3igrnoals.

NCTE—-Tre gignale precerimed are 1l1luse-
tratcd Oy "o" ferv short sounie; " " for

longer gsounds. ® % %

SOUKD TNDT JATICN
% 9
(c) 00 o0 Flagnan protect rear of
trein.
(c~a) oo o Forvard trainman or fire-
nal HDrotect ancad.
¥ow %

35. The following signals will be uged by flagmen:

*

*
*

Nipnt signals--A red lignt,
A winite lignt,
Toroedoes and

Fuegece.

75. Extra trains are inferior to regular trains.
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i tion in tue resar wvaesre time 1e ehown.

"

& . . . a4 '

o 7. An inferior train must %ezo oult of the way

! of o»sposing sunerior treins and feiline to clear
X Tne main treck oy the tiae reqguired by rule must

e

SRR

86.
nust
same

be protected asg orescribed by Rule 99.

Uriless otnerwige provided, en inferior train
clear the time of a superior
not lege tnar five ninutes;
muet be clerr at thne timz a first-clegr train, dge——--
the sane Cirecgticn, ig du-e

direction,

to lcave

train,

whe

in

tne
but

next sta-

2680

. Zxtra trains must clzar the time of onposing
y' reculer treins not lese tnan five minutes unless

i, otaerwlise provided, #* * %,

,Q:

§ 0. TWnen o trein etope under circumgtances in

4 vnich 1t may be overtaken by anotner train, the

5£ flazaan muet go bock immedistely witn flagman's

ﬁ‘ ;igﬂals a sufficient distance %o Insure full oro-
& teccion, placing, two torpedoes, ard vrien necessary,

in addition, displaying lirnted rveezs. Wnen re-
called and safcty to tne trein will permit, ne may
return.

S s
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i

sihan

EE
o
b
2
=
A
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A

W Tne front of the train must be protected in

% tne seme way wnen necesgary oy tne forvard train-

i nan or fireman.

W

*fu\.“ R

% N

o In the vicinity of the voint of accident, the maximum

ﬁ autnorized sgoecd for pesgsenger treing 1c 30 mliles per nour,
%w and for freignt trains, 40 miles per nour.

2

Bk

h Drecrivtion of Accident

e

I\

1 - . - .

A No. 9, a soutn-bound firet-class pasgsenzer trailn, con-

@ slsted of engine 394, one batgage car, one coacn, one cnalr
3 car and one dining car, in the order named. All cars were of
4 eteel construction except the second car, wnicn was of steel-

==

S

underframe construction. At Torras Junction, 70.55 miles nort:
of 3ullion, tne crew received copies of traln orders Nos. 101 !

w(i
i and 116, Form 1%, reading in part as follows:
1
A No, 101.
it
! ¥ % % No. 5 Eng 394 run 1 novur

40 mins late Lobdell Jct To New Orleang.,

B e

s
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£ 24 wait at Bullion until
or No. 5 Eng 394.

c

d from Lobdell Junction at 12:02 a. m., accordinp

1s cher's record of movement of trazins, 1 houvr 42
minutzss 1atv, deperted from Eeton Rouge, 13.40 miles nortn of
Bullior. and tne last open office, at 12:30 a. m., 1 nour 40
minutes lste, and wvalle moving at an ectimsled speed of 18 to
20 miles er nour 1t collided vith Extrs 300 liortun. The orolkes
of tils troin nad functioned properly at all polnte wnere uged
ernn ronte.

C?‘('D

Extra 800 Nortn, a nortn-bound frelgnt train, cousisted
of engine 300, 2 ux1?iary weter cars, 132 cerg, 1 engine in
tow, 1 auxiliary water car and 2 cabooses, ir tne order named.
At llew Orleans, €5.83 milee soutn of Bulllon, the crew received
codoles of train order No. 101, Torr 19, previovusly quoted.
Tnis train departed from Weet Yard, New Orleans, 81.6 miles
soutn of Bullion, at 7:35 p. m., Fedbruary 21, according to the
stateuwent of tne conductor, and stopped on Tne mein track at
Sullion =zbout 12:28 a. m., February 22, with the encine stand-
ing ot a point 3,183 feet north of thne nortn siding-switeh.
Aovout 18 mlnuuVs ster Extre 00 wee struck by Lo. 5.

Frem tne rignt side of tie cat of a soutn-bound engine
trae view of the point wnere tae id occurred 1g restricted
to a distance of 2,978 feet, becouse of vegetation on the west
gide of the treck anﬂ tracx curvature. :

av
¢]
(@]
'..l
0
[0
ju
ct

Entine 394 of Mo. 5 stopved with its front end resting
on tne cilot beam of engine 800, end the driving wnsels were
ralised about 6 incnes above the rails. Tae Tront-end frame
was broken. The clstern was torn loose from tae frame of the
tender. Tne first cer was sligntly damaged. Tae front end
of engline 800 was consliderably damaged. Tne sixin and tentn
cars of Zxtra 800 were sligntly damaced.

IT was clear ab% tne tine of tne acclient, wnlca occurred
about 12:45 a. m.

ez injured were tne concductor,
S

Tne train-cervice emvloye
" an of Fo. &, and a urakenan wno

ic
tne enrlnﬂur and tne b\g;aher
vas deedneeding on No. 5.

De

6]

La

During tne 80-C2n perilod ﬁrecefin: the day of thne accident,
fhne avernge daily nmovenent 1Irn ths cinlt" of tne point of

accldent was 10.5 trains.
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Discussion

Tne rules governing operatlon on the lime involved ovrovide
tnat extra trains are inferlor to régular trains. Inferior
Trelng mugt be clear at the time a first-clasgs troln in the
come direction i1s due to leeve the last ststion in tne rear .
vnere Tlae 1s esnown and must be clear of tne mein track 5
ninutss vefore an opposing regular traln 1s due to leave tne
stotion =t wiiich the tralns meet, unless a train order modi-
Tying trese requirements 1ls lssued. If 2n inferior traln
feils to cleer the time of eitiier a followlng or an opposing
guperior train, fleg prgtection must be provided.

Yo. 2, a north-bound first-class schedule, was due to
le:ve Couzales, 7.93 miles south of Bullion and the last sta-
tlon wiere time was «aown, at 12:30 a. m., and Bullion at

12:40 a. n. No. 5, a soutn-bound Tirst-class schedule, was
d¢irecte’ by train crder to run 1 nour 40 minutes late from
Lobdell Junction to New Orleans, and tnerefore was due to

lesve Tscen, 8.1+ miles north of Bullion, ot 12:37 a. m., and
Bullion at 12:48 2. m. If Extre 800 North proceeded to EBullilon
1t w-s required to e into clesr for No. 2 not leter than 12:30 .
a. m. and for No. § not lster than 12:43 o, m., or nrovide flag
protection. f Exfre 800 proceeded norta of Bullion 1t was re-
culred %o clear lio. 5 at Esgen nct later then 12:52 a. m.

Extrs 800 Nortnk, consieting of engine 800, 135 cars, 1
enflne in tow ond 2 cebooses, nroceeded to Bullion anead of
No. 2. The capaclty of the siding at Bulllcen is 50 cars. Extra
800 Nortn stonped on the main track at Bulllon about 12:28
&. m., with its resr end cleesr of tne fouling noint of tne
coutn siding-switen and i1ts engilne standing 3,163 feet nortn
of the nortn siding-switch. About 18 minutes later tne front
end of tals trailn was struck by Ne. 5. Because Fo. & wasg in-
ferlor by direction, 1t was requlred to enter the siding at
Bullion to clear No. 2, and No. 2 wes directed by train order
to walt ot Bullion until 12:50 2. m. for No. 5. 'No troln order
concerningz Extra 800 had been issued to do. 5. -

Fo. 5 passed Essen at 12:37 a. m. »nd as it was appnroaca-
ing tne ooint wnere tne accldent occurred the epeed wee 950
miles per nour, the nendlignt was lignted, tue turottle was
open #nd bota enrinemen tere malnteining a lookout anead. Tnen
the engine wos nmbout 2,800 feet nortn of the point of accident,

tne encincer made a 10-pound brrke-pipe reduction ond peritliallyg
closed tne tnrottle, ond the speed was reduced to about 45 mile\@

per nour. Soon afterwerd e s~ the licnted neadlipnt of Extra
800 and thougnt No. 2 wasg stendlng ot Bullion. VWnen No. & was
about 1,200 feet nortn of the enpgine of axtra 800 he made a
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service anplication to reduce gpeed Tor enterin, trn: zlding and,
wnen tne distance was only about 200 fget vetween tuoe trains,
he saw a Tusr2ec bheceme lgnited. He lmmedletely woved tne brake
valve to emergency position and cpened tne sander valve, but
tne distance wag not eufficient for No. 5 to etor snort of
Extra 8J0. Tns spsed was about 18 milce per nour wnen thc
2nginecr junped cut 100 feet norta of trne point of colligion.
Bota engincmen s G

)

5 9 m

b

id that thc fusee was disvlayed about LH0 et
nortn of thc engine of Extra 800 and no torpedo was cxplodcd.
Tne prakes of No. nad been tested and nad functloned vreoperly
ot all points wner

o

M <

need en route.

Tne engineer or LExtra J00 seld taet, beceause tne slding
at Bullion would not contain hils trein and becavre nis troin
could not proceed fariner and cleser tne time of No. 2, ae
stooped nie train with the rear end Just clear of thie soutn
sialng—-suwiter so thot MNo. 2 cculd enter tone siding. It was
tnern intended tnat Extra 200 would bazl clear ©f the nortn
sidlin; -3witen, end No. 2 could proceed. Under tune rules, resv-
enG flag protection agolinet No. 2 was required after 12:7
a. m., and front-end flag protection agelngt llo. & after 12:32
a. m. Tne cnsiineer of Extra 800 gsld that bofore ais trein
stopred e gounded the enclae-wnlistle signals for botn front-end
and reerr-end flag protection and assumed that the front brakeman
was orovliding protection agolinst Ne. . Tae front orekeman
ggld tnat wnen the englne passed 2 point about &,00C fe=2t south
of tne point of collision, ke alignted on thne left slde and tnen
crossed over tne cars to the rignt cide 1n order to trensmit
lantern signele. He nnd not Loen instructed by the enginesr to
provide flag protection, and undercstoed tnat durlny toe orake-
man's absence the flreman was required to rurnisn protection.
Tne engineer seid tuat ne never orally instructs Tront brakemen
to flag but derendgs unon wnistle signale for thelr instruction;
nowever, thne fireman and the condvctor sald that tne wilgstle
signal for rear-end vrotection was soundod but not for front-
end protection. Tne engineer seld thnat ne did not know thne
frort brakemen was not protecting until Just before No. 5 wo2g
due at ballion, wren the fireman informed hin that flag pro-
tection was not belng provided, but tne fireman sald that about
12:30 a. 1. he told the engirneer front-end protectlon was not
belny furniened; taerefore, ne prenarec o proceed to flag, but
tne engineer told him to remsin ou the enrsine to maintaln steam
so thniat Extre 800 could bhack irmm-dintely after I'c. 2 entered
tne siding, and that Yo. 2 would nmect No. 5 at cen., About
12:44 o. m. tnhe firemsn proceeied wita o 1lisnted rleenlignt
toward tne front ol the englne, and the englresr followed nim
witn a fusee, wnlcn he pave to tne firvenoa. The fireman lignted
tnhe fusee wren ne was agbout 50 fecet ir front of nis engine and
ne nad proceeded about 100 feet fartnher woen No. 5 passed nim.
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Tne conductor was stationed gt the rear of tne train and did

LS8

not knot tnat front-end flag vrotectlion was not being provided.

If adequate {ront-end protection nad been provided for Extra
800, this esccident would nave been prevented.

Or. tne line on wnici thils acclident occurred, trains cre
operated by timebtable end troin ordere only. If an adequate
block system nad been in use, No. 5 would nsve recelved warn-
ing tnat the main track nortin of tne nortn eiding-switcn was
occupied, and tihne eccident would not nave occurred.

Cauce
It ig found tnat tnis acclident was cauvced by an inferior
train occupylng tne main trock on tue time of 2n opposling
superior train and tnen by ferilure to provide adequate flag
protection.

Recommendeation

It is recommended tn~t the Loulisiana & Arkengos Rellway
Company install an adeguate block system on the line on wnicn
tnis acclident occurred.

Dated at Wasnington, D. C., tnis tentn
day of Anril, 1943.

By the Commigsion, Commigsioner Patterson.

v

]

W. P. BARTEL,
(SEAL)
Secretary.



