INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

REPORT NO. 3249
THE LONG ISLAND RAILROAD COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
AT HUNTINGTON, N. Y., ON
AUGUST 5, 1950




Date:

Rallroad:

Location:

Kind of accident:
rains involved:
Train numbers:

Engine numbers:
Consists:

Estimated speeds:

Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

-2 = Report No, 3349

SUMMARY ‘l,n

August &, 1980
Long Island
HFuntington, N. Y,

Head-cend collision

Freight Passenger
Ex*ra 101 West 1 642

101 : 29

20 crrs, csboose : 6 cars
“tanding : 40 m., p, h,

Timrtable, trein orders and manual-
tlock system

Single; tangent; 0.5 percent
decscending grade eastward

Clear
4:11 p. m.
121 injured

Switch being opened immediately 1n
front of apprroaching train
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO. 3349

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

THE LONG ISLAND RAILROAD COMPANY

October 4, 1980

Accident at Huntington, N, Y., on August 5, 1950, caused
by a switch being opened imrediately in front of
an aporoaching trailn.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On August 5, 1950, there was a head-end collision
between a freight train and a passenger train on the Long
Island Raillroad at Huntington, N, ¥., which resulted in the
injury of 114 passengers, 2 employees not on duty, and 5
train-service employees. This accident was investigated
in conjunctlion with represcentatives of the New York Public
Service Commission.

1
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-—
merce Act Tthe above-entitled proceeding was referred by the

Qommission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition,.
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Location of Accident and Method of Overation

This accldent occurred on that part of the railroad
extending between Divide and Port Jefferson, N, Y., 32,95
miles. In the vicinity of the point of accident this is
a sinple-track line, over which trains are operated by
timetable, train orders and a manual-block system. A%
Huntinofon, 9.8 miles east of Divide, a siding 4,169 fset
in length narallels the main track on the south., The west
and east gwitches of this siding are, respectively, 3,343
fe-t west and 826 feet east of the station. An auxillary
track connects with the west end of the siding in the
vicinity of the clearance point and parallels the main track
westward, The accident occurred on the siding at a point
306 fect east of the west switch and Z,037 feet west of the
station., Entry to the siding from the west is made through
a No. 10 turnout, 180 feet in length, From the west the maln
track is tangent throughout a distance of 4,784 feet to the
west switch of the siding and 2,735 feet eastward, The grade
for east-bound trains 18, successively, 0.4 percent descending
1,600 feet, level 600 fest, 0.3 percent ascending 2,800 feet,
level 300 feet, and 0.5 percent descending 500 feet to the
point of accident and 3CC feet eastward,

The switch stand of the mailn-track switch is of the
ground-throw, hand-operated, low-stand type. It 1s located
8 feet 4-1/4 inches south of the center-iine of the main
track, The switch target is attached to a separate stand
of the intermediate type, located on the north slde of the
main track, directly opposite the switch stand and 7 feet
11-1/4 inches from the center-line of the track, The switch
stand and the target stand are go connected that when the
switch i1s lined for main-track movements a V-shape white
farget with pointed ends, each of which is 13 inches long
and 9 inches wide, and a green light are digplayed 1in the
direction of an approaching train. When the switch is lined
for entry to the siding a two-lobe red target, 24 inches in
length and 12 inches in width, and a red lizht are displayed
at right angles to the track., The center of the target is
8 feet 2-1/4 inches above the level of the tops of the rails.
It is provided with an oil-burning switch lamp, the top of
which is 7 feet 4-1/4 inches above the level of the tops of
the rails,

This carrier's operating rules read in part as follows:

104, LU

¥* % %
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# % ¥ While a train or en 1gine is waiting tn cross
from one track to another and durins the aprroach or
passafe of a train or enzine on tracks involved, all
switches connected with the mnv-ment must be qpcurfd
in normal position, * ¥ #

%

In the vicinity of the point of accident the maxlmum
antihorized speed for passenger trelne is €5 mlleg per unour.,

Decceriptilon of Accident

Extra 101 West, a west-bound freight train, consistrd
of envine 101, 20 cars and a caboose. This traln departed
from Port Jefferson at 6:81 a, m., entered thr sidlng at
Huntinston and reported clear of the maln track at 3125 Do T
The eagine wasg dctached and switching was performed, Engine
101, headed west, with a cut of three cars coupled to thte
front end, stopp:d about 4:01 p. m., with the west end of the
most westerly car of the cut of cars at a point 306 feet rast
of the west giding-switch., About 10 minutes later the cub
of cuvrs wag struck by llo, 642,

No. 642, an east-bound first-class passenger train,
coisisted of engine 20 and eix coaches., All cars weres of
steel consbiructlion. Thisg trein departed from Divide at
G103 p. M., 2 minute late, pesszd Flocxz Statlon S, the last
open office, 3.8 miles west of Huntin~ten, et 4:03 p., m., 2
minutes latfe, and while moving at an 'stimated spred of 40
miles per hour it entered the sidings at Zuntiarton and struck
the cars courled to engine 101

The three cers w=re derail~d and ensine 101 was moved

eastward approximately 80 feet, The first and the third

#1rrg of the cut were demoiished and the second car wag badly
demaged, Engine 101 was considera*rly damaged., No, 0§42
stonped with the front of *he eneine abtout 70 feet zast of
the roint of accident, Tre encine wos derailed and stopped
on 1te ri~ht side sonth of the south rail of fthe siding. The
tender waad deralled but remained coupled to the engline and
lraned to the south at an angle of about 20 deerecs. Ihe
engine wag considerably damaged and tlhe tender was somewhat
damaped., The first car wes derailed and stonped in line with
the eidlnp. The firgt five cars were .llgntly damar~=d,

re swing brakecman of Extra 101 West, and the sngineer,
the fircman, the conductor and a tickces oollector of No. 642
were 1njured.



[

_ g=

The w-ather was clear at the time of tbhs accident, which
cccurved at 4:11 p. m.

During the &0-day period preceding the day of the accident,
the averaze daily movement in the viecinity of the point of
accident was 26.8 trains,

Piscusgion

Extra 101 West entered the siding at Huntington at

2125 p, m., The encine was detached from the train and
switcning was performed, About 4:01 p. m. the engine,

couplecd to the east end of a cut of three cars, entered

the siding from the auxilisry track and stopned with the
west end of the most westerly car 205 feet east of the siding
swiich, The conductor had instructed th=s other members of

the crew that the main track would be used to perform switching
after No, 5842 arrived, Immedistely before the eccident
occu~rcd the engineer was in the cab of the sngine and the
fireman was on the ground south of the siding and in the
immediate vicinity of the engine. The conductor and the swing
braizeman were on the ground betwzen the siding and the main
track and in the vicinity of the west end of the cut of cars,
The flagman was stationed east of his engine at a rail-highway
grade—-crossing to protect the movemsnt of the engine durlng
switching oprratlons. The front brakeman was standing south

of the main track and about 15 feet from the west siding-switch.
The conductor sald that as No, 842 was approaching the crossing
he sl:mmaled to the front brakeman to move away from the switch,
Ec said that the main-track switch was lined in nornal position
when No., €42 was about 500 feet west of the switch., When No,
642 wns about 250 fect west of the swltch the front brakeman
lined the switch for centry to the sgiding, No. 642 cntered

the siding and the collision occurred o few seconds later.

None of the other members of the crew of Extra 101 West gaw

the Tront brakeman overatzs the switch.

As No., 642 was approaching the west sidinz-switceh at
Huntineton the speed was about 50 miles pwr hour. The
engincer was maintaining a lookout alead from his positlon
in the cab of the ¢ngine and the fireman was attending the
fire, The conductor was in thc rear of the first cs1 ond
other members of the train crew were at various locutions
in the cars of the train. The brakes of this train had been
tested and had functioned properly when used en route, The
enginesr observed the engine and the cut of coars on the siding.
When No, 642 was about 750 feet west of the wecst siding-switch
he closed the throttle preparatory to making the station stop
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at Huntington. He said that when the train wss closecly
apprcachine the switch he saw a person proceed from an adjacent
track to the switch and apparently operate 1t. The engine-r
then obeerved that the awitch points were lined for entry to
the eiding, He imnediately initlated an emergency application
ot the brazxes. The firemen sald that when his engline was

ghont 100 feet west of the switeh he saw the red target
ia4iecatine that the switch was lined for entry to the siding.
Th> gneed of the train had been reduced to about 40 miies

n =~ raour when the collislon occurred,

The front brakeman was an inexperiernced employee, and
bececause of his inexperisnce he had te-n instructed by the
conductor to operate switches only when specifically
instructed to do so., He was aware that rFis train was into
clear on tle siding to meet No, 5842, He said that after
his encine with the cut of cars had storped on the siding
the cnnductor told Yim to station himself ncar the eiding
switch snd to overate 1t when so instructed. When No. 642
was closely approaching the switch he saw the conductor
sisunl to nim and he ssid he thovght it was a signal for
him to open the main ftrack switch. He caid No., 642 was about
220 Ieet from the switch when he opened it. He did not
cbserve the rosition of either the switch peints or the
switch taroet,.

Cauge

It is found that this accident ws cruscd by a switch
peing opened lmmediately in front of an erproaching train,

Lat-d at Washineton, D, C., this fourth
day ol Cctoter, 1980,

EFy the Commission, Commissicner Patterson.

( SEAL) W. P, BARTEL,

Secretary.



