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To the Commission:

On Avsust 9, 1937, btherec was a derallment of a freight
train on tne Iehigh Valley Railroca near Vexit Juunction, Pa.,
which —reculted in the dcath of two eumnloyees end the injury

of onc enplovee,
Location and method ol operation

This accident cccurred oxn the Ebervale Branch of bthe
Mahanoy and Hezelton Division, cxcerding between Herlzigh
Junction and Pink Ach Juncbion, Pa., a distance of 7,84 miles;
in the vicinily ol the point oi accident this is & single-track
freight line over which trainc are operated by Simetable and
train orcders, no bLlock-rignul system veing in use. The de-
railment occurred at a point sbout 1/2 milc west of Vexi
Junction anc 25 feet cact of the center linc of o state hizh-
way crossing knewn es Harleigh crosging. Aoproaching the point
of accident from the wast the tracli is tangent for « distance of
584 fect, then there is a compound curve to uhe 13ft 1,056 feet
in length with a meximun curvaturs of 14, the accident occur-
ring on this curve at a point €46 feet from 1ts western end,
where “he curvetare is 11°. The _revailing grode i1s 0.0 per-
cent ascending eastward.

At the noint of accident the trecik is laid with 136-pound
rail, with an avoroge of 18 ties to the rail lenqth, Tully tie-
platad, double-spiled, cculnped with anti-crecpers and ballasted
with ashes; the track 1s foivdy well maintained, The maximanm
authoriced speed is 20 miles per hour,

At = point 46 feet east of tuac center line of Harlcigh
public-road crossing there is a lfacing-point switch for east-
ward novements leading of'f the main tracl. toward the southeast
to Jeddo No. 7 colliery siding,

A Arizzling rain had been falling and it was dark and cloudy
at the time of the accident, which occurred about 10:20 p.m.

Descrintion

Extra 429 East consisted of 27 loadcd cars and & caboose,
hauled by cngine 42¢, and was in clharge of Conductor D, J. Dolan
and Engineman Kreiger., This train left Harleigh Junction at
9:50 p.n., according o the train sheet, doubled the hill between
that point and Oakbur Junction, 0.4 nnile boyond, nessed Lattimer
Junction, 2.2 milcs Tarther on, ond was derailed just after pass-
ing over the Harlcigh public-road crossing wihile traveling at a
snced cstimated to have been between 10 and 15 miles per hour.
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ingine 429 stopoved on its left side nearly reversed with
1ls Torwerd end on Jeddo No. 7 eiding and ivs rcar end on the
nain trock, 176 fcet east of the initial point of derailment;
the t.nder rcecmaincd coupled to the engine and stopped on its
left side north of aand parallel to the main track. The first
car was derailed, but remaincd unright, and the Torward truck
of the second car wes derailed. The eumployces Xilled were the
cugincuen and nead brakeman, and the cuployec injured wacs the
fireman.

Sunmery of 2vidence

Fircman Cassler stated that while ascending the grade ap=-
proaching Harlecigh road crossing the specd wes between 10 and

19 miles per hour. Mo was on his scat box looking shcad, the
head brekeman was sitting in front of him and thec engincman

was on thes scat box on the wight sidc of the cab. On recaching
the crossing the driving whecls slipped, following which the
engine lurched, was dorailed end turned over. Fireman Cassloer
did not know whether stcam was bring used ab the time or whether
the cngineman had apnliced the brakes, or what action was taken,
nor could he scc any obstruction on the rail although the head-
light was burning. The engine was in good condition and he did
net notice anything unucual with the way it handled or its
riding cualitics cen route prior to the accident. IHe did not
nctice any trcespasscers in the vieinity.

Conductor D. J. Dolan, Trainman Troy and Flagman Flexcr
wcre in the caboosc anproaching the scence of the accident; the
train was moving ot a spced of about 15 miles por hour and the
first they linew of anything wreng was when 1t suddenly stopped.
The conductor at first thoucht that the train had partcd on the
ascending grade; he and the trainman walked ahead and found the
engine overturned. Shortly thercalter Flagman Flexer went Tor-
ward and found a block of =rwod, iying on the south side of the
tracli, parallel to and cutsice the hisgh rail of the curve, about
half-way between the nighwas crossing and Jeddo switch No. 7;
the block was cruched, as thougn it haa been run over, and there
were splinters on both sides of the rail., The conductor also
saw tlie block of wood &nd described il as becirg about 15 by 5
by 2 1/2 inches. In the opinion of the conductor and flagman
the block of wood on the rail causced the derailment.

Trainmaster Brewer arrived at the scene of the accident
at 10:36 p.ru., 16 minutes alter its occurrence and examined the
track in company witly Road Foreman of Engines J. L. Dolan and
Conductor D, J. Dolan., The trainmaster saw the block of wood
lying between tho crossing and Jeddo No., 7 switch parallel to



and about 3 or 4 inches outside the high rail of the curve. .
Thicre were splinters on each side of the high rail where the
block was knocked off the track ond marks on the spike heads
outside the high rail of the curve appeared a.few feet east of
vhere the block was found. Exenination of the engine and de-
railed cars disclosed no condition that would have caused or
cortributed to the accident. The switch was properly lined and
locked Tor the main track with the tumbler or safety lock in
preper position. Trainmaster Brewer was of the opinion that
the derailment was caused by the block of wood on the outside
rail of the curve.

Supervisor of Track Shimer stated that the small pieces
and splinters of wood on the ground 25 feet east of the center
line of Harleigh road crossing »nlainly indicated where the block
had been, and the indications werc that it was run over by the
pony truclk wheels; fect ecast or that point there were indica-
tions on the outer edge of the high rail which showed where the
wheel had dropped off, For a distence of several Teet beyond
that point, the spikc heads were struck by tlie flange of the
wheel, At a point 15 feet eest of the switch point of Jeddo
No. 7 switch, or 36 feet east of the point of derailment, marks
on the right-hand switch rail showed wherc the pony truck whcel
wes pulled across that rail and then dropped to the inside of
the rail., Flaage marks appeared on the switch ties inside the
lead rail, Beyond the frog the rails on both main linc and
siding were torn out. A check of the gauge and superelevation
on the curve at the point of accident showed them to be in ac-
cordance with the requirements of the railroad. It was the
opinion of Suvervisor of Track Shimer that the derailment was
caused by the block ol wood placed on the high rail of the curve.

John Rodgers and Tony Tramma, automobile bus drivers, stated
that bus passengers are olten piclied up at Harleigh crossing
when the required crossing sbtop is made., On numerous occasions
the bus drivers had observed passengers sitting on blocke of
wood, placcd upon the rails to avoid sitting directly on the
rail. Occasionally some ol the passengers would get up and
start toward the bus, following which they would hestily return
tc the track and rerove from the rail vhatever object they had .
been sitting on.

Inspection of the tracl: by the Commission's inspectors dis-
closed conditions to be practically as described Ly Supervisor
of Track Shimer. There was no evidence of dragging equipment or
any marks of derailment west of the initial point of accident.
The block of wood iavolved was a piece of hemlock, 15 inches long,
4 inches wide and 25 Inches thick; it wes nlainly evident that it
had been run over by a wheel, Inspection of engine 429 subsequent
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Lo thae accident froiled to disclose any conditioca that would
have cauvsed or coutributed to the derailment.

Uigeussion

e ¢nvc stioation disclosed that track condiitions were
211 rizht in the Vic1nity of the »oiav of accident, and the
sure rr]evuu|on onl gauge of the curve involved wore in accord-
ance with the reouircrmente of the railrecad., NWo indication of
dragging cquivmeie or any marws of derailment were found west
of the initial soint of acciclent. Notuhing wes found abocut the
condition ol btac engiac tha’s woald have any bearing on the
accident, o trespassers vwore observed in the vieinity., After
i acecident a blocl of hemlock wooud, measaring 15 by 4 by 2%
inches, was fTound lying cbout 3 or 4 inches outbtside of end
perelicl o the south or nigh rail of Lhe curve and 1t was
plainW“ evident that vhis block ol wood had bcen run over by
a whoel, there bheing shlinders on cach side ol the rail. Two
autouobile bus Arivers testirisd what passcngers board the bus
vhen the rcouircd ston dg made for the crossing aud on rumerous
occasions che bhus drivers had sson nasnergers sitiing on plocks
of wood pleced on the vsil whilc cwaiving the arrival of the bus.

F

Corclusion

This accident was causcd by a blockh of wood on the high
rail of a curve,

Respoetfully submitted,

We J. PATTERSON

Direetor.



