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SUMITARY

Lenign and New England

September 30, 1944

Glenwood Junction, N. Y.

Heacd-end collision

Freignt train ¢+ Track motor-car

Extra 305 Vest

305
28 cars, caboose : "otor-car 867
20 m. p. n. Unknotm

Traln orders

3ingle; tangent; 0.09 percent
descending grade westward

Fogsy
7:30 a. m.
S killed

Failure of tne Lenigh and New
England Railroed Company to

enforce its regulations ‘

governing operation of track
motor-cavs
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INTTRSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2854

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY &, 1910.

THT LEYIGH AMD MTW ENGLAND RATLROAD COMPANY

Movember 10, 1944.

Accident near Glenwood Junction, N. Y., on September 30,
1944, caused by failure of the Lenigh and New England
Reilroad Company to enforce its regulations governing
tne operation of track motor-cars.

1
RZIPORT OF THE COMI'IISEION

PATTERSON, Chairman:

On September 30, 1944, there was a nead-end collision
between a freignt train and a track motor-car on tne Lenignh
and Mew England Railrosd near Glenwood Junction, N. Y.,
wnich resulted in the destn of taree employees.

lunder authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission to Cnairman Patterson for consideration and dis-
position.
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Location of Acgcident and Metrnod of Operation

‘ This accident occurred on taat part of tne rallrocad extend-
ing westwerd from Pine Islend Junction, V. Y., to Swvartswood
Junction, N. J., 25.1 miles. Tais was a single-track line over
wnicn trains were' overated by train orders only. Taere were no
time-table scnedules in effect, and tnere was no block system
in use., The accident occurred on the main track 1.71 miles
west of Pine Island Junction, at a point 0.49 mile esst of the
stetion at Glenwood Junction. From the esast there was a 3°
curve to tne left 1,168 feet in lengtn, wrnich was followed by
"a tangent 958 feet to tne polnt of accident and 2.19 miles be-
yond. Tne grade for west-bound trains was, successively, 0.275
percent descending 700 feet, 0.13 percent ascending 1,130 Tset
and 0.09 percent descending ¢3 feet to the voint of accident
and 557 feet beyond.

Instructions issued July 27, 1821, and reissued August 1,
1944, to secticn foremen read in part s rollows:

5. They must be thoroughly familiar witn the
current time-table, and rules and regulaticons
governing the Owerating Department.

15. Extra and special treins may be run at
ery tlme and treins may run on any track in elther
directlon witncut notice, except to tnose wnom 1%
1s necessary to advise in order to insure orovwer
movement of such treins. Foremen and tneir sec-
Tlonmen must be governed accordingly and exerclse
prooer care to avoid belng injured.

19. % % ¥ gelf-pronelled cers will be num-
bered for identificostlon and will be opersted only
wnen in cnarge of a competent employe qualified to
nandle train orders issued by proper autnority.

20. ¥ % % gglf-propelled cars snall be operated
witn one man facing in eacn direction wnen practi-
cable. A speed of twenty (20) miles per rour snpall
not be exceeded. ¥ ¥ %,

' Instructions issued October 2, 1987, relating to tae over-
ation of track motor-cars read in part es follows:

* % % arrange effective at once to issue trein
orders to all motor cars as all tne Maintenance
of Way enployes operating motor cars are qualified
to take train orders.
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In getting in contact witn your Foremen, you
will ascertaln 1f they nave traln order bocks
and instruct tnem to arrange tc run under orders \
wnerever possible. ‘

Trne maximum autnorized svpced for freignt trains was 45
mlles per nour.

Description of Accident

‘EXtra 305 West, a west-bound freignt train, consisting of
engine 309, 28 c¢cars and a caboose, departed from Pine Island
Junction about 7:25 a. m., and wnile moving at an estimated
- epeed of 20 miles vner hour 1t collided witn track motor-car 567.

Track motor-car 567 departed east-bound from Sussex Junc-
tion, 9 miles west of Glenwood Junction, about 7 a. m., pessed
Glenwood Junction and while moving st an unknown speed it col-
lided witn Extra 305 West.

Motor-cer 567 was badly dameged. Tne front end of engine
005 was sligntly damaged. - :

Tnere was a dense fog at the time of tne accident, which
occurred about 73130 a. m.

Tne employees killed were members of a track force.

Discussion

Tne regulations governing the movement of track motor-cars
on this line provided that wnerever poselble tne movement of
tnese cars on a main track must be governcd by train-order
autaority.

AT 6:3D9 a. m., about &5 minutes vrior to tne time the
accldent ooccurred, the foreman of thne track force cormunicated
oy telepnone withh the train dispaetcher to inform the dispatcner
that motor-car 567 was to proceed from Sussex Junction to Pine
Island Junction and to obtain information regarding trein move-
mente in that territory. Tne train disvatcner informed thne
foremen that Extre 305 West wsgs mroceeding toward Sussex Junc-
tion, end tnat it rhad departed from a statlon 20 milecs east og
Pine Island Junction at 6:30 a. m., The foreman mede no reoue
for treain orders to be 1ssued to suthorlze tne movemcnt of the
motor-cer, and tne dispetcner issued no train order. Motor-cer
567, occunied by the foremasn and two lsborers, devarted from
Sussex Junction about 7 a. m., and nad proceeded esstward a
distance of ©.5 miles wnen 1t collided with Extra 305 West. Tne
occupants of the motor-car were killed. Because of densc fog
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in the vicinity of the point where tne accident occurred, visi-
bility was restricted to sucn an extent that the members of tae
crew on tne engine of Extra 3C5 did not sece the motor-car before
1t wes struck.

The investigation disclosed that it had been a long-standing
vractice for motor-cars to be opesrated on thne main track witnout
train-order authnority. The supserintendent, tne chief train dis-
patcrer and tne trsain dispetcner said they understood tnat unless
a specific request was made for train-order autnority to overate
a motor-car on tne main track, no train order was reguired to be
issued. In tnis case tne movenment of tne motor-car wes made on
tae basis of a telennonz conversation betwezn tne train dis-~
patcner ard tne section foreman. However, the prescribed regu-
lations required tnst the movement be made by train-order
autnority. If tne movemznt ned beer made by trein-order zutnor-
1ty, under tne conditiqns preeent the motor-cer would not nave
bcen permitted to leave Sussox Junction until Extra 205 had
rzacned tnat station, and tais accident would nave been averted.

Cause
It 1s found tnet this accident was causzd by failure of tne
cnign end New England Rallroad Compsny to enforce 1ts regula-
s governing tne oversation of track motor-cars.

Dated at “eshington, D. C., tnis tentn
day of Novemoer, 1944,

By the Commlssion, Cnairman Patterson.

W. P, BARTEL,
Secretary.



