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INTERSTATE COMMERACE COMIZIS3ION

INVESTICGATION NO. 25€5

IN THE FATTER Or MAKING ACCTDENT INVESTIFATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT Or AY &, 1€10,

THE INDIANA HARBOR BZLT RAITROAD COMPANY

February 25, 1%42

Accident et Argo, I1l., on Jenusry 28, 1¢42, caused by fallure
properly to control speed of following train moving with-
in yard limits.

1
REPCRT OF IEE COMKISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On January 2€, 1%42, there wsg a rear-end collision be-
tween two freight tresins on the Indiana Harbor Belt Reilroad
at Argo, I11., which resulted in the death of two employees
and the injury of two employees.

Under suthority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Comrerce
Act the above-entitled vrocecding was referred by the Commis-~
sion to Commissioner Patterson for considerastion and disposi-
tion,
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

I'his acecilden t ocvur“ed on thst pert of the railroad lesig-
noted as the Frennlin Park Line, vilich extends between Gilbson,
Ind., an2 Freaklin Park, Ill., a distsnce of 37.07 miles, 1In
The viecinity of the point of acolaent thie 15 a double-track
line over n~aich treins are ovweranrted by operaiin

0:i r rules without
the use of Tresin orders except for movaments agalnst the cur—

rent of tr-Ific. There is no block system in use ané trere are
no gscredules in efect. T inits extend from a point 5,658
feet sast of Argo to a proint F,115 2 feet west of Argo. The
S

accldent occurred vwitliin yerd ligpaims on the westwerd main track
at a point 3,62; Tect west of the easgt ysrd-1imit sign end 2,030
feet east of 1he astation at Lo, Ta the immediste vicinity of
the zoirnt of rFceident (lels tre Tour N rﬂll l tracks desig-—~
nated from norih to wouti 23 1h: wheuwerd ding, the westward
main trrocek, tae fontwerd mein teeck oad Eﬂv rusf”ﬁrd giding.
As thne pOJﬁ* of acciicnt 18 eprro or & Trom the eest there is a
tﬂngpnu more trn-n 1 milc in lenuth, clicn is followed by a 2°
curve ‘o Lne loft extending 707 fret Lo the point of accident
snd 1,722 feet tevoni., Tne or-d. for west-bound trasins 1s, suc—
- io]

*]

z
C ﬂsva]" 0.048 vercent sgcencing 1,400 feet, 0.08 me
accencgin. 1,C00 Taefb, 0.216 percent descending €0 e
perccnt cocernding 510 feet to tue nolnt of accid

feet beyona,
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Curs -ling ruleeg rerd in »nart as follows:

i

G35, Witnin vard limits the unain trsck may be
used, pro-ucting against flrst-cless trains,

A1) other trains ono enrines must move
witnin yard 1im—ts prensrsa 10 gtop unless the
myin tisck 1s seesn or known 1o te clear,

The meximum authorizsd .oro-d for frelght trains i1s 40 miles
per hour,

caerintion of Aneldent

e

Extre 1473 o=y, a wosl -bound Tr:isht train, conslsted of
engine 147&, 24 losccd #nd 9 eacty csrs end a caboo e. After a
terminal air-wrrio fteost was mode tliis trein departed from
Gibson, 24,75 wlles eect of aArvo, 2t 1:0z p. m., according to
the @ispetonier's record of move.arn f troins, passed Stickney,
1.01 miles vast of Ar-o, at 2:46 p. m., sn. stopped on the west-
ward maln track at Argo at 3 p. m., wnith the caboose standing at
a voint £,03C fe .t cnast of the =tation. About 25 wminutes later
the c=boose was sitrick by Extra 401 wWest,
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Extra 401 West, a west-bound freight train, consisted of
engine 401, 23 loaded and 38 empty cars and a caboose. After
a terminal air-brake test was made this trailn departed from ‘
Gibson at 2:06 p. m., according to the dispatcher's record of
movement of trains, passed Stickeny at 3:25 p. m., and while
moving at an estimated speed of 3 to 7 miles per hour it collided
with the caboose of Extra 1473 West,

The caboose of Extra 1473 West was demolished and both
trucks were forced under the rear car. The rear car was de-
railed and badly damaged, and leaned to the south at an angle
of 25 degrees. The rear trucks of the second and third cars
from the rear were derailed. Engine 401 was derailed to the
north and stopped upright on the roadbed. The front end of
the engine was slightly dam=ged. All wheels on the north side
of the tender were derailed. The front truck of the first car
was derailled,

The westher was clear at the time of the sccident, which
occurred about 3:25 p. m.

The employees killed were the foreman and the rear yardman
of Extra 1473 West, and the employees injured were the foreman
and the rear yardman of Extra 401 West.

Discussion

The rules governing operation within yard limits on the
line involved provicde tnat trains mey use the maln track, pro-
tecting against first-cless treins, end that sll engines and all
trains excent first-clese trains must move within yard limits
prepared tn ston uvnless the main treck 1s seen or known to be
clear. About 225 minutes after Extre 1473 West had stopped at
Argo to set ouft cars, i1ts resr end was struck by Extra 401 West
at a point Z,€28 7.t west of the esst yard-1limit sign. Since
there was no f.rst-closs schedule in effect on this line,

Extra 1477 wes f resutred at any time to furnish flag pro-
tecticn witnin the ysrd limits. In addition, Extra 401 was
reauic~a o stop si
All surviving m
provisions,

p short of any obstruction within the yard limits,
eabers of the crews involved understood these

According to the statement of the englneer of Extra 401, ‘
his tra'n wss moving at a spesc of 20 miles per hour at a point
about 2,030 reet east of the point of accident. The fireman
and the ,¢rd .2n were lnexperienced, 2nd since his train would
soon enler o OF ‘urve to the le®t, tne en.ineer coutioned these
employees to inform him coacerning track conditions on the
curve, He made a 10 or 12-pound breke-pipe reluction, which was

followed by a 5 or 6-pound braxe-pipe reduction. The brakes were



-7 - 2565

held =pplled, and when his engine wss atout 450 feet east of the
point where the accildent ocourred re asked acout the condition
of the track ahead. He understood the yarduasn to indicate that
the track was clear. UWhen his en¢ine was sbout 350 feet east of
the caboose of Extra 147», his fireman called a warning that a
train was a short distence ahrad, He sald he immediately moved
the brske velve to emsrgeney position but was unable to stop his
train short of the preceding train., The fireman of Extrs 401
sald that e observed the cabocose of the vreceding train et a
distsnce of 1,000 feet, tut he was not certaln which trsck it was
on until his engine was about 450 feet €28t of 1t, at which point
he 0alleq a warning, and then the enzireer noved the hreke velve
to emergency position. The yerdiman said “n.t, alter the fireman
had warned the enrjnesr thet the ce' co-e¢ '35 a stort distarnce
ahead, the engineer .:ale a seivice ar.lic on of tre brakes and
when the engine was asout 1860 feet esui o e ¢caooos? the fire-
man and he simultaneously warred the conpl

The brakes of Extra 401 fuactioned properly. There was no
steam leak to obscure the viiw shead, and thne woather veas 2lear
Because of %track curvaiure to the left, the engineer could not
see the track ahead, and he Cepecnded uoon the firewmzn und tThe
verdman to Zeep aim informed. If the gsreed of Extre 401 hsad
been controlled so that this trein coula stop short of zny ob-
strucvion, this accident would not hsve occurred,

Cesuse
It is found that this accldent was caus:d Ty failure
properly to control the speed of the following trein moving with-

in yard limits.

Dated at W
day of Feb

[}

as nlnvton D, €., this twenty-fifth
™

ary, lu42-

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson,

W. P. BARTEL,

(3EAL) Secretary.



