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Imprope r h a n d l i n g o f t r a i n o r d e r and 
f a i l u r e p r o p e r l y t o c o n t r o l speed o f 
t r a i n moving v i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s 
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REPORT NO. 3612 

I N THE ICATTSr OF MAKING ACCIDENT IEIVEFTIC-ATION REPORTS 
'UNDER THE ACCIDENT ~EPO~TS .ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

I L L I N O I S T E I ' I N A L RAILROAD COMPANY 

MARCH 24, 1955. 

A c c i d e n t a t R e u t e r s , 1 1 1 , , on February 3, 1955, caused by 
Improper h a n d l i n g o f a t r a i n o r d e r and f a i l u r e p r o p e r l y 
t o c o n t r o l t h e speed o f a t r a i n moving w i t h i n y a r d 
l i m i t s . 

1 

T 

REPOPT OF THE COlfelSSlON' 

CLARKE, Commiss ioner : . 

On F e b r u a r y 3, 1955, t h e r e was a head-end c o l l i s i o n 
b e t w e e n two f r e i g h t t r a i n s on the I l l i n o i s T e r m i n a l R a i l r o a d 
a t R e u t e r s , T i l . , which r e s u l t e d i n t h e I n j u r y o f one t r a i n -
s e r v i c e e m p l o y e e . 

1 
Under a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 17 ( ° ) o f t h e I n t e r s t a t e Com­

merce A c t t h e a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g was r e f e r r e d by t h e 
Commission t o Commissioner C l a r k e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
' d i s p o s i t i o n . 
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L o c a t i o n o f / c c l d e n t and Method o f O p e r a t i o n 

Th i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t ha t p a r t o f the r a i l r o a d 
e x t e n d i n g be tween Henry S t r e e t end \ f ood R i v e r , 1 1 1 . , 4 9 
m i l e s j a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e , o v e r which t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d 
by t r a i n o r d e r s . There i s no b l o c k sys tem I n use, and t h e r e 
a r e no t i m e t a b l e s chedu le s I n e f f e c t . At R e u t e r s , 3 .7 m i l e s 
sou th o f Henry S t r e e t , a s i d i n g 5,167 f e e t i n l e n g t h p a r a l l e l s 
t h e main t r a c k on t h e e a s t . At N o r t h Wood P i v e r , 4 . 7 m i l e s 
south o f Henry S t r e e t , t h e main t r a c k c r o s s e s a main t r a c k 
o f t h e G u l f , M o b i l e and Ohio R a i l r o a d and a main t r a c k o f 
the New Y o r k C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d wh ich p a r a l l e l s t h e C.M.& 0 . 
t r a c k on the sou th . These two t r a c k s a r e o p e r a t e d J o i n t l y 
by t h e two c a r r i e r s as doub le t r a c k . Eas t -bound t r a i n s o f 
b o t h l i n e s a r e o p e r a t e d o v e r t h e N . Y . C . t r a c k , and wes t -bound 
t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d o v e r the G-.M.& 0 , t r a c k . F r e i g h t t r a i n s 
o f t he C h i c a g o , B u r l i n g t o n & p u i n c y R a i l r o a d r e g u l a r l y a r e 
o p e r a t e d o v e r t h e l i n e o f t h e M i s s o u r i and I l l i n o i s B r i d g e 
and B e l t R a i l r o a d be tween West A l t o n , K o . , 2-9 m i l e s no r th 
o f Henry S t r e e t , and Henry S t r e e t ; o v e r t h e l i n e o f the 
I l l i n o i s T e r m i n a l R a i l r o a d be tween Henry S t r e e t a r d N o r t h 
Wood F i v e r ; and o v e r the J o i n t l i n e o f t h e N . Y . C , and G.M.& 0 . 
wes t o f Nor th Wood R i v e r , T r a i n movements be tween V e s t 
A l t n n and Wood F i v e r a r e under t h e J u r i s d i c t i o n o f t h e 
I l l i n o i s T e r m i n a l t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r . T r a i n s moving from 
t h e N . Y . C . t r a c k t o t h e I l l i n o i s T e r m i n a l t r a c k a t N o r t h 
Wood F i v e r o p e r a t e o v e r a c o n n e c t i n g t r a c k which ex t ends 
b e t w e e n s w i t c h 14, l o c a t e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 135 f e e t wes t o f 
the c r o s s i n g , and s w i t c h 12, a p p r o x i m a t e l y 135 f e e t n o r t h 
o f t h e c r o s s i n g . A s i m i l a r c o n n e c t i n g t r a c k I s p r o v i d e d 
f o r movements from the I l l i n o i s T e r m i n a l t r a c k t o the G.I I , 
& 0 . t r a c k . The s w i t c n e s o f t h e s e c o n n e c t i n g t r a c k s and 
the s w i t c h a t t h e south end o f the s i d i n g a t R e u t e r s , l o c a t e d 
793 f e e t n o r t h o f s w i t c h 12, a r e w i t h i n t h e l i m i t s o f Nor th 
Wood R i v e r I n t e r l o c k i n g . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h e main 
t r a c k w i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s a t a p o i n t 532 f e e t n o r t h o f t h e 
sou th s i d i n g - s w i t c h a t P e u t e r s , From the n o r t h t h e r e i s a 
t a n g e n t o v e r 1 m i l e I n l e n g t h and a 2*30 1 c u r v e t o t h e r i g h t 
396 f e e t t o the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and 347 f e e t no r thward , 
From the wes t and south v i a the N . Y . C , t r a c k find s w i t c h e s 14 
and 12 t h e r e a r e , i n s u c c e s s i o n , a t angen t o v e r 1 m i l e i n 
l e n g t h , a 3 ° 4 0 ' c u r v e t o t h e l e f t 271 f e e t , a t angen t 670 
f e e t , and t h e c u r v e on which t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . The g r a d e 
I s p r a c t i c a l l y l e v e l . 

I n t e r l o c k i n g s i g n a l 3 4 - 3 2 - 3 5 , g o v e r n i n g south-bound 
movements on t h e I l l i n o i s T e r m i n a l main t r a c k and to t h e 
J o i n t t r a c k s o f the N . Y . C end 0 . , i s l o c a t e d 139 
f e e t south o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , T h i s s i g n a l i s c f 
t h e upper -quadran t semaphore t y p e . I n t e r l o c k i n g s i g n a l 
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5 - 6 - 7 , g o v e r n i n g eas t -bound movements on the N . Y . C . t r a c k 
and to t h e I l l i n o i s T e r m i n a l t r a c k s , i s l o c a t e d 2 ,005 f e e t 
•west and soutn o f the p o i n t of apsi^ent. T h i s s i g n a l i s o f 
the c o l o r - l i g h t t y p e . The a s p e c t s a p p l i c a b l e to t h i s 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ana the c o r r e s p o n d i n g i n d i c a t i o n s a r e a s 
f o l l o w s , , 

S i £ n a l " N i g h t A s p e c t I n d i c a t i o n 

54-52-55 R e d - o v e r - r e d - STOP 
o v e r - r e d 

) - 6 - 7 R e d - o v e r - g r e e n -
o v e r - r e d 

P r o c e e d ; medium 
speed w i t h i n 
i n t e r l o c k i n g 
l i m i t s . 

The interlccKinF- s t a t i o n a t N o r t h Vood R i v e r is l o c a t e d 
i n the sou the at ^ n g l e o f the c r o s s i n g . A t r a i n - o r d e r s i g n a l 
i s l o c a t e d w e s t cf the i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i o n be tween the in t e r ­
l o c k i n g s t a t i o n and the t r a c k s , . 

T h i s c a r r i e r ' s o p e r a t i n g r u l e s read i n p a r t as f o l l o w s ; 

G7. * * * 

E x t r a t r a i n s * * * w i l l be gove rned by t r a i n o r d e r s 
w i t h r e s p e c t to'opposing e x t r a t r a i n s . 

9 3 > * * * . 

Second and t h i r d c l a s s and e x t r a t r a i n s must move 
w i t h i n ya rd l i m i t s p r e p a r e d to s top u n l e s s the main 
t r a c i i s seen o r known to be c l e a r . In case o f a c c i ­
den t t h e r e s p o r s i b i l i t y r e s t s w i t n the a p p r o a c h i n g 
t r a m * * * 

2 0 5 . Each t r a i n o r d e r must be w r i t t e n i n f u l l I n a 
book p r o v i d e d f o r the p u r p o s e a t the o f f i c e o f the 
t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r and w i t h i t r e c o r d e d t h e names o f t hose 
who nave s i g n e d f o r the o r d e r ; the t ime and the s i g n a l s 
wnich show when and from what o f f i c e s tne o r d e r was 
r e p e a t e d and the r e s p o n s e t r a n s m i t t e d , and the t r a i n 
d i s p a t c h e r ' s i n i t i a l s . These r e c o r d s must be made a t 
o n c e , and n e v e r f rom memory o r uenoranda, , 

20S. * * * 
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When t r a i n o r d e r s a r e t r a n s m i t t e d by t e l e g r a p h , t he 
t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r o u s t u n d e r s c o r e each word and f i g u r e 
i n the body o f the o r d e r a t t h e t ime i t i s r e p e a t e d . 
When t r a n s m i t t e d by t e l e p h o n e , he must w r i t e the o r d e r 
as he t r a n s m i t s i t and u n d e r s c o r e as p r e s c r i b e d a b o v e , 

# # * 

2 1 1 , When a "19" t r a i n o r d e r has been t r a n s m i t t e d , 
o p e r a t o r s must, u n l e s s o t h e r w i s e d i r e c t e d , r e p e a t i t 
a t once from the m a n i f o l d copy * * * When t h e o r d e r 
has been r e p e a t e d c o r r e c t l y , the r e s p o n s e " c o m p l e t e " , 
and the t i m e , w i t h h i s i n i t i a l s , w i l l be g i v e n by the 
t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r . The o p e r a t o r r e c e i v i n g t h i s r e s p o n s e 
w i l l then w r i t e on each copy the a b b r e v i a t i o n , , Go r T , n 

f o r tr.s T^ord " c o m p l e t e , " the t i m e , and h i s l a s t name 
i n f u l l and p e r s o n a l l y d e l i v e r a copy to each p e r s o n 
a d d r e s s e d w i t h o u t t a k i n g h i s s i g n a t u r e , * * * 

# * •» 

214 . Wnen a t r a i n o r d e r has been r e p e a t e d * * * 
and b e f o r e " c o m p l e t e " has been r i v e n , the o r d e r must 
be t r e a t e d as a h o l d i n g o r d e r f o r the t r a i n a d d r e s s e d , 
but must n o t be o t h e r w i s e a c t e d on u n t i l " c o m p l e t e * 
has be^n g i v e n . 

There i s no p r e s c r i b e d maximum a u t h o r i z e d speed f o r 
t r a i n s i n the v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f A c c i d e n t 

Ex^ra 230 South, a soutn-bound C.B.£ Q. f r e i g h t t r a i n , 
c o n s i s t e d o f D i e s e l - F l c c t r i c u n i t 230, 50 c a r s , and a c a b o o s e . 
A t V e s t A l t o n the c rew r e c e i v e d c o p i e s o f t r a i n o r d e r N o , 32 , 
Form llt r e a d i n g i n p a r t as f o l l o w s * 

# # * 

Motor 230 r^n e x t r a West A l t o n to Wood R i v e r 
# -a * 

The o r d e r was made " c o ^ p l - ^ t e " a t 7 :30 p . m. T h i s t r a i n 
d e p a r t e d f rom West A l t o n a t 8:05 p , m., en t^ r^d the l i n e o f 
the I l l i n o i s T e r m i n a l R a i l r o a d a t Henry S t r e e t a t 8 44 p . n . , 
and p a s s e d F e d e r a l , 1,3 m i l e s sou t r o f Henry S t r e e t and" the 
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l a s t open o f f i c e , a t 8 :50 p . T I . I t s topped abou t 9 p . n . w i t h 
the f r o n t o f the l o c o m o t i v e 150 f e e t n o r t h o f s i g n a l 34 -52 -35 , 
wh: ch i n d i c a t e d S t o p , About 15 minutes l a t e r the f r o n t o f 
the l o c o m o t i v e was s t ruck by E x t r a 4951 N o r t h , 

E x t r a 4951 N o r t h , a nor th-bound C.B.& Q, f r e i g h t t r a i n 
en r o u t e f rom the j o i n t l i n e o f the N . Y . C , and 0 , to 
West A l t o n , c o n s i s t e d o f steam l o c o m o t i v e 4951 , 50 c a r s , and 
a c a b o o s e . T h i s t r a i n p a s s e d s i g n a l 5-6-7 a t N o r t h Wood 
R i v e r , wh ich i n d i c a t e d P r o c c e d - m e d l u m - s p e e d - w i t h l n - m t e r l o c k -
I n g - l l m i t s , and was r o u t e d to the main tracic o f the I l l i n o i s 
T e r m i n a l v i a s w i t c h e s 14 and 1 2 , As the t r a i n pa s sed the 
i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i o n the members o f the c rew on the l o e o m o t i v e 
r e c e i v e d a copy o f t r a i n o r d e r N o . 35, Form 19 , r e a d i n g i n 
p a r t as f o l l o w s . 

Eng 4951 run e x t r a Wood R i v e r t o West A l t o n 
# # # 

The r e c o r d i n the d i s p a t c h e r ' s t r a i n - o r d e r book I n d i c a t e s 
t h a t t h i s t r a i n o r d e r had not been made " c o m p l e t e , " b a t the 
copy d e l i v e r e d to the c r e w i n d i c a t e s that the o r d e r had been 
made " c o m p l e t e " a t 9 :05 p . m. The f r o n t end o f the t r a i n 
passed t h e i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i o n a t 9,15 p , m. , and w h i l e mov ing 
a t a speed o f about 8 m i l e s p e r hour i t s t r u c k Ex t ra 230 South , 

The l o c o m o t i v e o f Ex t r a 230 South was moved nor tnward 
about 25 f e e t by the f o r c e o f tho impac t . Both l o c o m o t i v e s 
were somewhat da.maged. 

The e n g i n e e r o f E x t r a 230 South was i n j u r e d , . 

The w e a t h e r was c l e a r a t the t ime o f the a c c i d e n t , which 
o c c u r r e d a t 9 .15 p . m. 

D i s c u s s i o n 

The r u l e s o f t h i s c a r r i e r p r o v i d e tha t a f t e r a t r a i n 
o r d e r has been t r a n s m i t t e d and r e p e a t e d to the t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r 
and b e f o r e " c o m p l e t e " has been g i v e n the o r d e r must be t r e a t e d 
as a h o l d i n g o r d e r f o r the t r a i n a d d r e s s e d . I t must not be 
o t h e r w i s e a c t e d upon u n t i l " c o m p l e t e " has been g i v e n . The 
r u l e s a l s o p r o v i d e t h a t e x t r a t r a i n s moving w i t h i n ya rd l i m i t s 
w i l l be o p e r a t e d i n such manner tha t t hey can be s topped s h o r t 
c f a n o t h e r t r a i n o r an o b s t r u c t i o n . 
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T r a i n o r d e r N o . 32 a u t h o r i z e d the movement o f Ex t r a 230 
South f rom V e s t A l t o n t o Wood R i v e r . A c c o r d i n g t o the r e c o r d 
i n the d i s p a t c h e r ' s t r a i n - o r d e r book, t r a i n o r d e r N o , 55 , 
which was add re s sed t o the c rew o f E x t r a 4951 F o r t h , was 
t r a n s m i t t e d t o the o p e r a t o r a t N o r t h Wood R i v e r but was n o t 
made " c o m p l e t e . " A c c o r d i n g to the c o p i e s o f the o r d e r w r i t t e n 
by the o p e r a t o r the o r d e r was made " c o m p l e t e " a t 9 05 p . m, 
and the movement o f E x t r a 4951 N o r t h f rom Wood R i v e r t o West 
A l t o n was thus a u t h o r i s e d . The o p e r a t o r handed a copy o f 
the o r d e r , t o g e t h e r w i t h a c l e a r a n c e , t o the f i r e m a n o f E x t r a 
4951 N o r t n , and the t r a i n passed the t r a i n - o r d e r s i g n a l w i t h o u 
s t o p p i n g . A f t e r the t r a i n was a u t h o r i z e d to p r o c e e d i t was 
r e q u i r e d to be o p e r a t e d w i t h i n yard l i m i t s i n sucn manner t h a t 
i t cou ld be s topped s h o r t o f a n o t h e r t r a i n . 

When Ex t r a 230 South s topped at s i g n a l 34-32-35 t h e 
enginemen and the f r o n t brakeman w e r e on the l o c o m o t i v e . The 
conduc to r and the f l agman were I n the c a b o o s e . The h e a d l i g h t 
was dimmed I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r t he t r a i n s t o p p e d . The e n g i n e e r 
saw the h e a d l i g h t o f E x t r a 4951 N o r t h a s t ha t t r a i n approached 
and when he o b s e r v e d t h a t tne t r a i n was moving f rom the N . Y . C , 
t r a c k to the I l l i n o i s T e r m i n a l t r a c k he assumed t h a t i t would 
be r o u t e d I n t o tne s i d i n g at R e u t e r s . A f t e x - the l o c o m o t i v e 
pa s sed t h e sou th siding^sTi-tch t h e r e was i n s u f f i c i e n t t ime f o r 
him t o t a k e any a c t i o n t o p r e v e n t the c o l l i s i o n . N e i t h e r the 
f i r e m a n nor the f r o n t brake-man saw the o p p o s i n g t r a i n u n t i l 
I m m e d i a t e l y b e f o r e t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . 

As E x t r a 4951 N o r t h was a p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t where the 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d the enginemen and the f r o n t brakeman were 
on the l o c o m o t i v e . The cond i c t o r and the f l a g m a n were i n the 
c a b o o s e . The h e a d l i g h t was l i g h t e d b r l c h t l y . The e m p l o y e e s 
on the l o c o m o t i v e e s t i m a t e d t h a t I t passed the i n t e r l o c k i n g 
s t a t i o n a t N o r t n Wood F i v e r a t a speed o f 8 o r 10 m i l e s p e r 
nour . A f t e r the l o c o m o t i v e pa s sed the i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i o n 
the f i r e m a n u n f o l d e d Vx) t r a i n o r d e r s and a c l e a r a n c e which 
he had r e c e i v e d from the o p e r a t o r and handed them to the 
e n g i n e e r . He d id n o t see Ext ra 230 South u n t i l i m m e d i a t e l y 
b e f o r e t h e c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . Dur ing a p e r i o d o f about 5 
weeks b e f o r e the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d the f r o n t brakeman had 
been a s s i g n e d to t r a i n s which o p e r a t e o v e r the l i n e o f the 
I l l i n o i s T e r m i n a l . He was m a i n t a i n i n g a l o o k o u t ahead f rom 
the l e f t s i d e o f the c i b t and sa id t h a t he saw tne l i g h t s 
en tne f r o n t end o f the l o c o m o t i v e o f E x t r a 230 South when 
n l s l o c o m o t i v e was i n the v i c i n i t y o f the sou th end o f t h e 
cu rve en which the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . When he i d e n t i f i e d the 
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l i g h t s as the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n l i g h t s o f a l o c o m o t i v e he c e l l e d 
a w a r n i n g , and the e n g i n e e r i n m e l l a t e l v made an emergency 
a p p l i c a t i o n o i the b r a k e s . The f r o n t bra^enan t.no1. cn t t h a t a t 
t h i s t ime h i s l o c o m o t i v e was be tween 400 and 600 f e e t sou th o f 
the l o c o m o t i v e o f E x t r a 230 South, Tne e n g i n e e r s a i d t h a t 
because o f c u r v a t u r e o f the t r a c k he was enable to see E x t r a 
£30 South u n t i l a f t e r the brakeman c a l l e d the e a r n i n g . He 
tnought t h a t h i s l o c o m o t i v e wa^ about 200 f e e t sou th o f the 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t when t h e b rake a p p l i c a t i o n was made. 

The t r a m d i s p a t c h e r s a i d t h a t when E x t r a 4351 N o ^ t h 
p a s s e d L e n o x , t he l a s t open o f f i c e wes t o f N o r t h "*ood F i v e r 
on t h e j o i n t l i n e o f the N . Y . C . and C , ; t h e o p e r a t o r 
a t N o r t h Wood R i v e r I n f o r m e d him o f t ha t f a c t . The d i s p a t c h e r 
then t a l k e d w i t h s e v e r a l o p e r a t o r s I n o r d e r to a s c e r t a i n the 
l o c a t i o n o f Ex t ra 230 S o i t h , t h e d e s t i n a t i o n s o f c a r s i n the 
t r a i n o f E x t r a 4951 N o r t h , and the l o c a t i o n of a t r a i n which 
was f o l l o w i n g E x t r a 4951 N o r t h . Ke so ld tha t d u r i n g t he se 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s he In fo rmed the o p e r a t o r a t N o r t h Wood R i v e r 
t h a t E x t r a 230 South should soon pnss F e d e r a l and t o l d him 
that E x t r a 4951 N o r t h cou ld n o t l e a v e Nortr . Wood F i v e r u n t i l 
a f t e r E x t r a 230 South had passed t h a t s t a t i o n . He thought 
the o p e r a t o r r e p l i e d to hin. I n order to a v o i d the 
p o s s i b i l i t y that E x t r a 4951 N o r t h mlaht be d e l a y e d a t N o r t h 
Wood R i v e r w h i l e th? o p e r a t o r p r e p a r e d th~ t r a i n o r d e r s and 
c l e a r a n c e , the d i s p a t c h e r then i s s u e d t r a i n order N o . 35 , 
He s a i d t h a t a f t e r the o p e r a t o r r e p e a t e d the o r d e r he in fo rmed 
the o p e r a t o r t h a t he T*ould g i v e " c o m p l e t e " as soon as E x t r a 
230 South had p a s s t d . He had no f u r t h e r c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h 
the o p e r a t o r u n t i l a f t e r the l o c o m o t i v e o f Ex t r a 4951 N o r t h 
had passed the i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i o n . The copy o f the o r d e r 
i n tne d i s p a t c h e r ' s t r a i n - o r d e r book had not been u n d e r s c o r e d 
when i t was r e p e a t e d . Tne d i s p a t c n e r sa id t ha t he w r o t e the 
c r d e r as he t r a n s m i t t e d i t and l i s t e n e d as the o p e r a t o r r e p e a t e d 
i t , but t h a t he f a i l e d t o u n d e r s c o r e eacn word and f i g u r e as 
1 1 was r e p e a t e d . 

The o p e r a t o r a t N o r t h Wood R i v e r sa :d t h a t a f t e r he 
in fo rmed the d i s p a t c h e r t ha t E x t r a 4951 * T ortn had passed Lenox 
the d i s p a t c h e r c a l l e d the oper? t^r *„t T r ^s t A l t o n to a s c e r t a i n 
whether the t r a i n i n c l u d e d cars to be Get o f f s h o r t o f T*ost 
A l t e r . The o p e r a t o r a t *' rest A l t o n d i d ne t answer I m m e d i a t e l y , 
and the o p e r a t o r a t N o r t h Wood R i v e r l e f t the d i s p a t c h e r ' s 
t e l e p h o n e in o r d e r to o b t a i n tne I n f o r m a t i o n f rom ano the r 
s o u r c e . He e - i d t h a t when he r e t u r n e d to the d i s p a t c h e r ' s 
t e l e p h o n e the d i s p a t c h e r i s sued t r a i n o r l c r N o . 35 and t h a t 
when he had r e p e a t e d the o r d e r the d i s p a t c h e r r e sponded , 
"Comple te 9*05 p . m," He said t ha t d u r i n g n l s c o n v e r s a t i o n s 
w i t h the d i s p a t c n e r , the d i s p a t c h e r d i * net ment ion Extra 230 
South no r i s s u e i n s t r u c t i o n s t h a t E x t r a ^951 N o r t h was to be 
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h e l d a t N o r t h Wood R i v e r to meet an o p p o s i n g t r a i n . He s a i d 
t ha t Ext ra 4951 N o r t n was a p p r o a c h i n g when the d i s p a t c h e r 
g a v e " c o m p l e t e " to the o r d e r , and he i m m e d i a t e l y l e f t the 
t e l e p h o n e , l i n e d the r o u t e through the i n t e r l o c k i n g , and went 
c u t s i d e t o d e l i v e r c o p i e s c f the o r d e r t o the c rew. Tnere 
i s no approach c i r c u i t on the main t r a c k o f t h e I l l i n o i s 
T e r m i n a l , and u n t i l t h e l o c o m o t i v e o f Ex t r a 4951 N o r t h was 
p a s s i n g the i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i o n the o p e r a t o r was no t aware 
t h a t E x t r a 230 South had a r r i v e d a t s i g n a l 3 4 - 3 2 - 3 5 . 

The s t a t emen t s o f t h e t n i n d i s p a t c h e r and the o p e r a t o r 
i n d i c a t e tha t t h e r e was a mi sunde r s t and ing as to whether t r a i n 
o r d e r No . 35 was t o "be a c t e d upon b e f o r e E x t r a 230 South p a s s e d 
N o r t h Wood R i v e r , but because c f the c o n f l i c t i n g s t a t emen t s 
o f t h e s e employees i t cnuld no t be d e t e r m i n e d whe the r the 
d i s p a t c h e r made the o r d e r " c o m p l e t e . " A p p a r e n t l y e i t h e r the 
d i s p a t c n e r i n a d v e r t e n t l y g a v e " c o m p l e t e ' 1 t o the o r d e r o r the 
o p e r a t o r misunders tood the d i s p a t c n ^ r and m i s t a k e n l y i n d i c a t e d 
on n i s c o p i e s tha t the o r d e r had been made " c o m p l e t e . " I n 
c i t h e r e v e n t the c o p i e s o f the o r d e r as b i t t e n by the o p e r a t o r 
had the e f f e c t o f a u t h o r i s i n g the movement o f E x t r a 4951 N o r t h 
and c r e a t e d an o v e r l a p p i n g o f a u t h o r i t y be tween the two t r a i n s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by Improper h a n d l i n g o f a 
t r a i n o r d e r , and f a i l u r e p r o p e r l y to c o n t r o l the speed o f 
a t r a i n moving w i t h i n v a r d l i m i t s . 

Cause 

Dat^d a t Wash ing ton , D. C 
day o f March, 1955 . 

t h i s t w e n t y - f o u r t h 

By the Commission, Commissioner C l a r k e . 

(SEAL) HAROLD D. McCOY, 

S e c r e t a r y . 


