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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3567 

I N THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

I L L I N O I S CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY 

June 7, 1954 

A c c i d e n t a t Van Buren S t r e e t , C h i c a g o , 1 1 1 . , on 
A p r i l 25 , 1954, caused by f a i l u r p t o o p e r a t e 
the f o l l o w i n g t r a i n i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
s p e c i a l i n s t r u c t i o n s g o v e r n i n g movements a t 
d e s i g n a t e d p o i n t s w i t h i n ya rd l i m i t s . 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commiss ioner-

On A p r i l 25 , 1954, t h e r e was a r e a r - e n d c o l l i s i o n 
be tween two p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s on the I l l i n o i s C e n t r a l R a i l ­
r o a d a t Van Buren S t r e e t , C h i c a g o , 1 1 1 . , w h i c h r e s u l t e d 
In the i n j u r y o f 99 p a s s e n g e r s and 3 t r a i n - s e r v i c e 
e m p l o y e e s . T h i s a c c i d e n t was I n v e s t i g a t e d I n c o n j u n c t i o n 
w i t h a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the I l l i n o i s Commerce Commiss ion , 

1 
Under a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 17 ( 2 ) o f the I n t e r s t a t e Com­

merce A c t the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g was r e f e r r e d by the 
Commission to Commiss ioner C l a r k e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
d i s p o s i t i o n . 
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T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on tha t p a r t o f the Chicago 
Te rmina l D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween Randolph S t r e e t , 
C h i c a g o , and K e n s i n g t o n , 1 1 1 . , 14 .49 m i l e s . T r a i n s o f the 
C h i c a g o , South Shore and South Bend R a i l r o a d r e g u l a r l y a r e 
o p e r a t e d o v e r t h i s p o r t i o n o f the I l l i n o i s C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d . 
I n the v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a t h r e e -
t r ack l i n e , o v e r which t r a i n s moving with, the c u r r e n t o f 
t r a f f i c a r e o p e r a t e d by t i m e t a b l e and o p e r a t i n g r u l e s . 
There I s no b l o c k system i n use i n the immedia te v i c i n i t y 
o f t he p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . A c a t e n a r y system I s p r o v i d e d 
f o r the e l e c t r i c p r o p u l s i o n o f t r a i n s . From w e s t to e a s t 
the main t r a c k s a r e d e s i g n a t e d as N o . 1, sou thward , and 
Nos , 2 and 3, no r thward . Ya rd l i m i t s ex tend between 
Randolph S t r e e t and 11th P l a c e , 1.15 m i l e s south o f Randolph 
S t r e e t , on t h e s e t r a c k s . A t Van Euren S t r e e t , 2 ,660 f e e t 
south o f the s t a t i o n a t Randolph S t r e e t , a p l a t f o r m 1,100 
f e e t l o n g i s p r o v i d e d f o r p a s s e n g e r t r a f f i c on t r a c k No . 1, 
T h i s p l a t f o r m I s l o c a t e d on t h e wes t s i d e o f the t r a c k . A 
r e t a i n i n g w a l l and the s t a t i o n s t r u c t u r e ex tend a l o n g the 
w e s t s i d e o f the p l a t f o r m . A canoioy t y p e r o o f I s p r o v i d e d . 
The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d w i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s on t r a c k No. 1 
a t a p o i n t 334 f e e t south o f t he n o r t h end o f the s t a t i o n 
p l a t f o r m a t Van Buren S t r e e t . From the n c r t h on t r ack 
N o . 1 t h e r e a r e , In s u c c e s s i o n , a t angent 1,476 f e e t i n 
l e n g t h , a 0 ° 4 5 ' cu rve to the l e f t 82 f e e t , a t a n g e n t 66 
f e e t , a 0 ° 4 5 ' cu rve to the r i g h t 82 f e e t , and a t angen t 
520 f e e t to the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and 118 f e e t southward . 
The g r a d e I s l e v e l a t the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . In the 
v i c i n i t y o f Van Buren S t r e e t , ya rd t r a c k s p a r a l l e l the main 
t r a c k s on the e a s t . 

I n t e r l o c k i n g l i m i t s ex tend be tween Randolph S t r e e t and 
a p o i n t 841 f e e t n o r t h o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t I n t e r l o c k ­
i n g s i g n a l 130, g o v e r n i n g south-bound movements on t r a c k No . 
1, I s l o c a t e d 1,074 f e e t n o r t h o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . The 
a s p e c t a p p l i c a b l e to t h i s I n v e s t i g a t i o n and the c o r r e s p o n d i n g 
I n d i c a t i o n and name a r c as f o l l o w s ' 

A s p e c t I n d i c a t i o n Name 

Y e l l o w PROCEED AT RESTRICTED 
SPEED. 

RESTRICTING-. 

L o c a t i o n o f A c c i d e n t ' a n d Method o f O p e r a t i o n 
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The c o n t r o l l i n g c i r c u i t s are so arranged that when the route 
i s l i ned f o r a south-bound movement on track No, 1 "the s igna l 
Ind i ca t e s R e s t r i c t i n g whether the "Crack Immediately south of 
the south l i m i t s of the i n t e r l o c k i n g i s occupied or unoccupied, 

This c a r r i e r 1 s opera t ing ru l e s read in pa r t as f o l l o w s : 

,DEFINITIONS-

R e s t r i c t e d Speed,—Proceed prepared to stop 
short of t r a in , obs t ruc t ion , or switch not p roper ly 
l i n e d and to look out f a r broken r a i l , but not 
exceeding f i f t e e n mi les per hour," 

Timetable spec ia l i n s t ruc t ions read in pa r t as f o l l o w s 

93, Zard l i m i t -

Randolph S t ree t to 11tn P lace Tracks 1, 2 and 3 

A l l t r a ins must move prepared to stop unless the 
main track i s seen or known to be c lear through yard 
l i m i t s as descr ibed above, 

1205, E l e c t r i c t ra ins must come to a complete stop 
a t l e a s t 100 f e e t to the rear of standing t r a i n ort 
same track before proceeding a t r e s t r i c t e d speed 
* # # 

There i s no p resc r ibed maximum authorised speed f o r 
passenger t r a ins in tne v i c i n i t y of the po in t of acc ident . 

Descr ip t ion of Accident 

No. 9*01, a south-bound f i r s t - c l a s s Chicago, South Shore 
and South Bend passenger t r a in , consis ted of two e l e c t r i c a l l y 
p rope l l ed passenger uni ts in mul t ip l e opera t ion . Both uni ts 
were of a l l - s t e e l construct ion, and both were power units 
This t r a in was being operated from unit 28, the f i r s t 
unit of the t r a i n . I t departed from s ta t ion t rack No. 9 
of the upper l e v e l at Randolph S t ree t at 12:30 a, m., on 
time, was routed to track No, 1, proceeded to Van Buren 
S t ree t , and stopped In the v i c i n i t y of the center of the 
s t a t ion p la t fo rm to load passengers . I t s ta r ted from th is 
s t a t ion a t 12:32 a, m., on t ime, A f e v seconds l a t e r , whi le 
moving a t an estimated speed of 4 miles per hour, the rear 
end was s t ruct by No. 205 at a po in t 334 f e e t south of the 
north end of the s t a t i on P l a t f o r m . 
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No. 205, a south-bound f i r s t - c l a s s I l l i n o i s Central 
passenger t r a in , consis ted of four e l e c t r i c a l l y p r o p e l l e d 
passenger units In mu l t i p l e ope ra t ion . These uni ts were of 
a l l - s t e e l .construct ion. The f i r s t and th i rd were power un i t s , 
and the second and four th were t r a i l e r s . This t r a in was being 
operated from the con t ro l compartment a t the f r o n t o f uni t 
1117, the f i r s t uni t of the t r a i n . I t departed from s ta t ion 
track No. 6 of the lower l e v e l at Randolph S t ree t a t 12:31 
a. m,, on time, was routed to track No. 1, passed s igna l 130, 
which ind ica ted R e s t r i c t i n g , and whi l e moving a t a speed of 
between 10 and 15 mi les per hour I t struck the rea r end of 
No. 901. 

No equipment of e i t h e r t r a in was d e r a i l e d . No. 901 
stopped wi th the r ea r end a few f e e t south of the po in t 
of c o l l i s i o n . The rear unit was somewhat damaged, and the 
other unit was s l i g h t l y damaged. No. 205 stopped wi th the 
f ront end about 15 f e e t to the rear of the preceding t r a i n . 
A separat ion occurred between the second and th i rd un i t s . 
The f r o n t end of the f i r s t uni t was considerably damaged, 
the second unit was somewhat damaged, and the other uni ts 
were s l i g h t l y damaged. 

The engineer , the conductor, and the flagman of No. 205 
were In jured . 

The weather was cloudy at the time of the acc iden t , 
which occurred about 12-33 a. m. 

The units of No. 205 are provided ^ I t h PS type e l e c t r o -
pneumatic brake equipment and an H-6 eng inee r ' s brake v a l v e 
with e l e c t r i c pontrol head at each cont ro l s t a t i o n . A s a f e t y -
con t ro l fea ture which operates in conjunction wi th the 
c o n t r o l l e r I s p r o v i d e d . This t r a in consis ted of two 2-unlt 
assemblies , each of which was made up with a power unit 
and a t r a i l e r unit semi-permanently coupled. These uni ts 
are equipped wi th automatic connectors by which a i r and 
e l e c t r i c a l connections are made au tomat ica l ly upon impact 
when cbupled to s imi l a r uni t s . The r egu la t ing dev ices 
were adjusted to maintain main r e s e r v o i r pressure of 105 
pounds and brake-pipe pressure of 90 pounds. 

Pi sousslon 

No. 901 departed from the upper l e v e l of the s ta t ion 
at Randolph Street and stopped at Van Buren S t ree t to load 
passengers . Because t imetable spec i a l ins t ruc t ions reciuire 
that a l l t ra ins move prepared to stop In th i s v i c i n i t y , r ea r -
end p r o t e c t i o n was not p rov ided . The engineer said that I t 
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was not r a in ing at the t ime the t r a in stopped. When t h e ' 
t r a in s ta r ted from th i s s t a t ion the engineer was in the 
con t ro l compartment a t "the f ron t of the f i r s t un i t . The" * 

' conduc to r was i n the rear v e s t i b u l e of that un i t . The f l a g -
'man was i n the f ront v e s t i b u l e of the second un i t . A l l 
members o f the crew said that before the i r t r a i n -departed: 
from Randolph S t ree t they had observed that the f i x e d marker' 
l i g h t s a t the rear o f the t ra in were l i g h t e d and displayed . ' 
red to the rear . None of* the members o f the crew saw1 the 
approaching t r a in b e f o r e the -accident occurred. The conductor 
estimated that the t r a in had moved southward approximately. -
30 to 40 f e e t from the po in t a t which passengers had been 
loaded when the rear end was struck by No. 205. 

N c 205 departed from the lower l e v e l of the s t a t ion . 
a t Randolph S t ree t and was routed to main track No. 1. As " 
t h i s t r a i n was approaching the po in t where the acc ident * *> 
occurred the engineer was alor^e in the con t ro l compartment 
a t the f r o n t of the f i r s t uni t . The members of the t r a i n 
crew were in var ious l o c a t i o n s }n -the . t rain. The head l igh t 
was dimmed. The brakes of th is t r a in ha,d been tes ted and 
had functioned p r o p e r l y when a running t e s t was made a f t e r 
the t r a i n departed from the, s t a t ion p la t fo rm. The power-
operated wiper on the f ron t window1 of the con t ro l compartment' 
i as in ope ra t ion . Rain had f a l l e n In the v i c i n i t y , and the 
r a i l s were wet . yIh© engineer sa-ld that he thought a l i g h t 
ra in was f a l l i n g when his t ra in emerged from the lower l e v e l 
of the s t a t i o n . He had not seen the preceding t r a in when i t 
departed from the upper l e v e l . He, estimated that M s t ra in 
did not exceed a speed o f 15 mi les per hour a t any po in t 
between Randolph S t r ee t and the po in t of acc iden t . He 
"said that he observed the marker l i g h t s of the preceding _ 
t r a in , and as h is t r a in approached the point a t which i t had' 
stopped he made a s e r v i c e a p p l i c a t i o n of the brakes of about 
7 or 8 pounds. Immediately afterward he f e l t the wheels of 
the f i r s t unit s l i d e . He re leased the brakes momentarily 
and then made a s e r v i c e app l i ca t ion of from 7 to 12 pounds. 
When the wheels o f the f i r s t unit again s l i d he became 
concerned and made an emergency appli ca t ion of the brakes. 
He estimated that the speed of the t r a i n was about 10 mi les 
per hour when the c o l l i s i o n occurred. The members of the 
t r a in crew said that the opera t ion o f t he i r t r a in was normal 
and that they were unaware of anything being wrong u n t i l the 
brakes were appl ied In emergency immediately be fo re the 
c o l l i s i o n occurred. 
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Examina t ion o f t he equipment of No, 205 a f t e r the 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d d i s c l o s e d t h a t t h e c o n t r o l l e r was in 
t he " o f f p o s i t i o n . The hand les of the a u t o m a t i c b rake 
v a l v e and the r e v e r s e r had been removed and t h e i r p o s i ­
t i o n s a t the t ime o f the a c c i d e n t cou ld not be d e t e r m i n e d . 
The b roke v a ] v e cu tou t cock was c l o s e d and the e l e c t r i c 
f e a t u r e p l u g was i n p o s i t i o n f o r e l e c t r o - p n e u m a t i c 
o p e r a t i o n o f the b r a k e s . The brake shoes o f a l l u n i t s 
were "found "co be t i g h t a g a i n s t the w h e e l s . L a t e r t h i s 
equipment was removed to the B u r n s i d e , 111 , , shups o f the 
c a r r i e r . On A p r i l 26, 1954, a f t e r p i p e s and e l e c t r i c a l 
c o n n e c t i o n s which bad been broken i n the a c c i d e n t were 
r e p a i r e d o r p l u g g e d , the equipment was t e s t e d . The b rakes 
f u n c t i o n e d as i n t e n d e d i n a l l t e s t s o f the brake v a l v e I n 
b o t h au toma t i c and e l e c t r o - p n e u m a t i c o p e r a t i o n . The s a f e t y -
c o n t r o l f e a t u r e f u n c t i o n e d p r o p e r l y when t e s t e d a No 
d e f e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n was found i n any o f the c o n t r o l l i n g o r 
braice a p p a r a t u s . Nuneious s l i d - f l a t s p o t s , some o f which 
were o f r e c e n t o r i g i n , were found on the w h e e l s o f t ne 
equ ipment , 

T i m e t a b l e s p e c i a l I n s t r u c t i o n s o f t h i s c a r r i e r r e a u l r e 
tha t a l l t r a i n s move p r e p a r e d t o s t o p un l e s s tne main t r a c k s 
w i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s be tween Randolph S t r e e t and 1 1 t h P l a c e 
a r e seen o r known to be c l e a r . E l e c t r i c t r a i n s must come to 
a s top no t l e s s than 100 f e e t to the r e a r o f a s t a n d i n g 
t r a i n on the same t r a c k „ A p p a r e n t l y the e n g i n e e r o f No. 205 
mis judged the d i s t a n c e i n which h i s t r a i n cou ld be s topped 
under tne e x i s t i n g c o n d i t i o n s and d i d no t t a k e a c t i o n I n t ime 
to s top s h o r t o f the p r e c e d i n g t r a i n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by f a i l u r e to o p e r a t e the 
f o l l o w i n g t r a i n i n acco rdance w i t h s p e c i a l i n s t r u c t i o n s 
g o v e r n i n g movements a t d e s i g n a t e d p o i n t s w i t h i n ya rd l i m i t s . 

Cause 

Dated a t Wash ing ton , 
day o f June, 1954, 

D. C t m s s e v e n t h 

By the Commission, Commissioner C l a r k e , 

(SEAL) GEORGE W, LAIRD, 

S e c r e t a r y , 


