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INTERSTATE CCMMLCE COMMIESSICN

WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 2636
THE TLLIKOIS CENTRAL SYSTEM

REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT

NEAR TATUM, MISS., ON

OCTOBER 1b, 1942




Railroad: ’
Date:

Location:

Kind of accldent:
Trains involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:
Conslst:

Speed:!

Opercztion:

Track:

Weatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

Ri:cemmendation:

SUMMARY

TJ1linvis

Inv-2636

“

Central

October 15, 1942

Tatum, Miss.

Head-end

Work

collision

¢ Freignt

Wo k¥ Extra 2033 ! Extra 1205 South

2083

¢ 12C5

Cabooge, 22 cars : 690 cars, caboose

15 m. p. n. :

|._l

25 m. p. n.

Timetoble and train orders

Single;

b2

Clear

About bHhE

1 killed;

Accident
between

Tfla t the

tongent
practically le

; firade
vel

Z

& injured

coevsed by lap of autnorilty
two opnosling extra trains

I1linois Centrasl System

establisn an adequate block-signal
gsystem on tne line involved 1n

tnie accildent ‘
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COrMISSIOR

INVESTIGATION Y0, 2636

'TER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTICATICI. RZPORTS
'HE ACCIDENT REPCRTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE ILLINDIS CEMNTRAL SYSTEU

December 23, 194Z.

Accident neer Tatum, Miss., on Cctober 15, 19472, cavsed
by lap of avtnority betweer two ODQO“lH” extra trains.

1
PORT O THE CCMMISSION

[
Sl

PATTERSON, Commigsioner:

On October 15, 1242, there was a nead-end collision
between a work train and a freignt train on tne line of
tne Illinois Central System near Tatum, Wlsu., wnincn re-
sulted in thne deatn of one employee and tne injury of
taree employees.

LUnder autnority of gection 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled vroceeding -ras referrcd by tne
Commission to Commlssioner Pattercsoan for consideration and

disposition.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

This accldent occurred on the Vicksburg District, waich
extends between Junction Switch, Vicksburg, Miss., and Nortn
Baton Rouge, La., a distance of 142.2 miles. In tne vicinity
of tne point of accldent this is a single-track line over
wnicn trains are operated by timetable and train ordesrs. There
is no block system in use. The accident occurred on the main
track at a point 1.48 milee south of the station at Tatum.
Approacning from the north thnere are, in succeseicn, a tangent
more tnan 1 mile in length, a 2° curve to the right 412.5 feet
in lengtn and a tangent 2,218.5 feet to tne point of accident.
Approecning from tne soutn there are, in succession, a tangent
1.34 miles in length, a 2° curve to the left 1,136.7 feet in
lengtn and a tangent 93 feet to the point of accident. Tae
cgrade for soutn-bound traine is, successively, 0.78 percent
descending 1,400 feet, 0.2 percent ascending 200 feet, 0.794
percent ascending 1,400 feet cnd level 200 feet to tihe point
of accident. The grade for nortn-bound traine ie, success-
ively, 0.58 percent ascending 400 feet, 0.15 pcrcent descend-
ing 200 rcev, 0.583 percent descending 1,900 feet and 0.002
percent escending 1,500 feet te the point of accident.

Operating rules reed in part as followe:
DEFINITIONS.
* %

Extra Trein.--A train not authorized by
Time-table schedule. It may be designated as -

Extra -- for any extra train
except * ¥* ¥ work extra;

* a4

Work Extra -- for work traln extra.

L S

Extra trains % # % yill be governed Dy train
ordere witn respect to opposing extra trains.

204. Train orders must be =zddressed to those wno
are to execute tnem, naming the place at which
egacn 1s To recelve hlg copy. * 3 %

* 53 S
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FORMS OF TRAIN ORDERS.

%% sk
"

Time Orders

L S

(3) No 1 and No 3 wailt at N until 959 am
L

Tne treln, or trains nemed must not
ress tne designated points before tne time
given. Other trains receiving the order
are required to run with respect to the
time specified ot the designated pointg % * *

L L

Work Extra

(1) Eng 292 works extra 6 45 am

until 5 45 p m between D and E.

The work extra must, whetnzr stand-
ing or moving, protect 1itself agrinst
exXtre Ttraine witnin the working limits
in both directions og preccribed by tne
rules. The time of regular trains must
be cleared.

This may bz modified by odding:
L

(3) Tot protecting agrinst cxtra troins.

S o%e Sk

(4) Work ¢xtra 292 clcars, or nrotects
ageingt, Zxtre 76 between D and E
after 2 10 p m.

FURE )
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Wnenever extra trains are run over
working limits They must be glven a copy
of tne order sent to thne work extra.
Should thne working order instruct a work
extra to not protect against extra tralins
in one or botn directions, extra trains
must protect agoinst tne work extra; if
tne order indicates tnat tne work extra
is protecting 1teelf ageinst other trains,
trey will run expecting to find the work
extra protecting iteelf.

L I

Tne maximum authorized speed for freignt tralns is 40
miles per hour and for work trainsg, 30 miles per nour.

Degeription of Accident

At Gloster, 4.3 miles nortn of Tatum, the crew of ork
Extra 2083 r«ceived a clearance card and coples of five Train
orders, of wnicn one was train order No. 222, Form 19, reading
in part as follows:

Eng 2083 works extra 601 am
until 115¢ pm between Gloster
and Norwood protectling against

¥ ¥ % Fx 1205 Sovtn ¥ # %

Extra 1205 Soutn wait at Gloster
until 1130 am

Morwood i1s 13.6 miles soutn of Tatum. At Centreville, 4.3
miles soutn of Tatum, the crew received a clearance card and
tvo trein orders, of wnich one was train order No. 291, Form
1¢, reading as follows:

No 173 and southward extra
trains wait at Gloster until
801 pm

Work Extra 2083, ccnsisting of engine 208Z, a caboose, 3 loaded
and 19 empty cars, in thne order nemed, departed nertaward from
Centreville ebout 5145 p. m., according to tne statement of the
conductor, end whnile moving at an estimated epesed of 15 miles
per nour 1L collided witn Extra 1205 South at a point 1.48
miles soutn of the stotion at Tatum.

Extra 1205 Soutn, a south-bound freignt train, consisted
at tne time of the accident of engine 1208, 30 loaded and 39
empty cars and a caboose. At Freignt Yard, 95.3 miles nortn
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of Tatum, the crew received a clearance card and conles of
five traln crders, of wnlen one was train order Mo. 231, Form
19, reading in part as follows:

Eng 1205 run extra Junction Switcn ‘.
to North Baton Rouge ¥* # #

Extra 1205 South departed from Junctlon Switch, 94.7 miles
nortn of Tatum, at 8:50 a. m., according to the dispatcner's
record of movement of traine At Harristor, 46.8 miles nortn
of Tatum, the crew received a clearance card and covies of six
train orders, of wilch one was train order No. 222, previously
quoted. Extra 1205 did not recelve a copy of trein order No.
291. Extra 120&5 departed from Harriston at 1:35 o. m., de-
parted from Crosby, 12.2 miles nortn of Tatum end the last
open office, at 4:48 p. m. and whilile moving a2t en estimated
gpeed of 19 to 25 miles per nour it collicecd with Work Extrno
2085,

Engine 20835 was moved backward about 40 feet by the
impact. Thne front end was badly damkged and the boller wes
moved on its frame. The main and side rode and tne main Treomec
were bent, and the deck castinge were brcken. Tne tender

|

frame was troken, boin trucks were detacied ond destroyed, and
tne cistern was punctured. Thne caboose *os demcligned.  The

first and cecond cars to the reer ol thne caboose were derailed
and badly damaged. Tne front truck of tane tnird cror to the
rear of tre caboose weag deralled. Tne front end of engine
1205 wag badly damaged. The engine truck was demolished, the

front end of thne main frame was broken, and botn mein rods
vers pent. Tne tender frame wasg bent, boin trucks were de-
tacned ond dectroyv“ and thne clotern wog considerebly danmaced.
Tne first to the tenth cers, inclusive, were dereiled and
stopwed 1:: various positions across the treck. Of these c¢n
Tive rerc demolisncd and the others wers b

|

T.

tree ra,
2dly damaged. Tne
front truck ol the eleventn car ves deroiled. Tne vwrecks. e
wes confined witnin a distence of 3CC fee
It was clcar at the time of tne eoccident, wnicn occurred
about 5:53 p. m.

Trne employee xilled wes fthe flagmen of Work Extra 2083.
The employees injured ware the engineer, the conductor end
tne front brakeman of Extra 1205 Scuth. .

Drta

During tne 3C-deay vperiod precedin, the day of the rccident,
tne overage dally movement in the vicinit; of the point of
accident was 2.9 treoins.
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Dlscussion

The operating rules on the line involved provide tnat
extra trains will be governed by train orders with respect
to opprosing extra trains. Traln orders rmuet be addressed to
those wno are To execute them.

Tne crews of the trains involved neld copleg of train
order No. 222, wnich autnorized Work Extrs 2083 to work Ge-
tween Norwood and Gloster and reculred 1t to protect apainst
Extra 1200 Scuth. Train order Nc. 231 authorized tne movement
of Extra 1205 Scutn from Junction Switen tc North Baton Rouge
and tais trailn cdeparted from Crogby, 7.9 miles north of Gloster
and tne 1lnst oper office nortn of tne polnt of accident, at
4:48 p. m. About 5:42 p. m. the train digpatcier was informed
tnat Work Extra 2083 was at Centreville, 8.6 milee souti of
Gloster and tne last open office souin of the point of accl-
dent, and required authnority %. move northward to Gloster.

Tne dispatcner igsued train order No. 291, wniecnh required
south-tound extra trains and No. 173, a south-hound second-
class scnedule, to walt at Gloster until 8:01 p. m. Tnis
order was sent to Crogby for dr ivery to south-bound extra
tralng and No. 173, and ‘to Cenureville for delivery to Work
Extra 2083. At the time tnis order was lssued Extra 1205
Soutn nad passed Crosby. The crew of Work Extra 2083 received
a clec. _ince card and coples of order No. 291, and tals traln
departed from Centreville en route to Gloster at 5:15 p. m.
Tnis resulted in a lap of autnority of the trains involved as
mxtra 1205 Scuth nad passed tne last open office wacre its
autnority to oroceed could nave been restricted, and ned rnot
errived ~t Ccntreville =% tnec time order Vo. 221 was issued.

From an engine meving in eitner direction in the vicinity
of tne point of accildent, the view of a train aprroacning from
tne opposite direction was restricted to a distance of about
1,000 feet, Teccuse of embankments and vegetation adjacent to
tne track and treck curvature. Action to stop tneir respective
trains wns taken by thne engineers, but tne distance was not
sufficlient for eitner train to stop snort of tne point of
collision.

According to the statement of thne traln diespatener in-
volved, ne understood the rules required tnat tne movement of
opposing extrn trains must be autnorized hy train order and
tnat suen orders must be sent to all trains offected. He
tnougnt Extra 1205 nad arrived at Centreville at the time ne
lesued order No, 291, althougn ne nad recelved no report that
1t nad arrived, and he sald he forgot tc ask wnether it na
arrived., At the time he 1ssued order No. 231 there were several
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movements requiring the issusnce of traln orders, and there

wes considerable confusion because tne dispatcner's telepnone

circuit was permitted to be used for business otner than the

nandling of trailns. ‘
\

On the line involved in tnls sccident trains are operated

by timetable end train crders only. If an adequate block sys-

tem had been in uge, tnis accident would not nave occurred.
Cause

It is found that thls accident wes caused by a lap of
autnority between two opposing extra trains.

Recommendation

It is recormend=d trnat tne Illincis Centrsl System
establisn an adequete block-sgignel system on tne line involved
in tnle accident.

Dated at Washington, D. C., tnis twenty-tnird
dey of December, 1942,

-2

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL,
(SEAL)

Secretary.



