INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 2625
THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL SYSTEM
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
AT SIOUX FALLS, S. DAK., ON

SEPTEMBER 3, 1942
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Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Trains involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:
Conslst:

Speed:

Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Causge:
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SUMMARY

Illinois Central
September 3, 1942
Sioux Falls, 8. Dak,

Head-end collision

Freignt : Freignt
791 r 776
759 1 996

5 cars, caboose : 7 cars, caboose
15 m. p. n. ! Standing
Timctable and train orders;
accldent occurred witnin

yvard limits

Single; 3° curve; 1 percent
descending grade westward

Clear

4:46 p. m.

1 killed; 2 injured

Accident caused by fallure properly

to control speed of No. 791 within
yard limits

&



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATIOM NO. 2625

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL SYSTEM

November 7, 1942.

Accident et Sioux Falls, 8. Dak., on September 3, 1942,
cauced by failure properly to control speed of No,
791 witnhin yard linlts. ’

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On September &, 1942, taere was a nead-end colllslon
between two freight tralns on tne line of the Illlnols
Central System at Sioux Falls, S. Dsk., whicn resulted in
the deatn of one employee and tne injury of two cmployecs.
Tnls accident was investigated in conjunction with a reprc-
sentative of the Soutn Dgkota Public Utilitics Commission.

lUnder autnority of scction 17 (2) of the Intcrstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideratlon and
disposition.
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Location of Accident ond Metunod ol Cneration

Inis accident occurred on that part of the Iowa Division
esignated rg tne Slcux Fallg District and extending between
Caercxee, Iowa, and Sioux Fallg, S. Dak., a distance of 96.4
’ milce. I tne vicinity of the point of accident this is a

» cinsle-trock line over wnlen treins are operated by timetable
srd trein orders. There 1s no »lock system in use. Tne
accldent occurred within yard limlts on the maln track at a
point &,9215 feet east cf the station at Sioux Falls and 2,590
feet west cf the eagt yard-limit elgn. A siding 1,458 feet

in len;tn parallels tne main track on the soutn. fhe accident
occurred at a point 90 feet wesl of tne erst sidlng-swltcn.

As the voint of accident is approachcod from the east there is

a tangent 1,232 feet in leonegtrn, viaten 1s followed by a 3° curve
to the left 1,204 feet to tr: polnt ¢ accident and 166 feet
beyond. Ag tnc peint of acecident is approacned from the west
tnerc arc, in succcgeion, a tongont 029 feet in lengtn, a 2°
curve to tns rignt 528 o6, a fengeint 138 feet, and the curve
on wulc.r the accldent cceeurred. Tz gradce for west-bound
Troins verice between 0.8 and 1.008 narcant dcescending for a
distruee of £,485 feet to the voint of accident and 1s 1 percent
2t tne point of &cccldent. Tre prade for cast-bound trains is,
successively, 0.5€7 percent descendling 1,200 feet, 0.304 per-
cent descending 2,800 feet, 0.8 percent agcendlng 200 feet,

and 1 percent sescending 215 feet to the point of accident.

Cverating rules read in p-rt os followe:

nin yard limite tn+ mein track nmay be
earing tne time ot first clacs treins.

=t

Seccnd »nd third cless, extra trains and
o1 Ines nugt move within yrrd 1imlite prepored
Lo stor unlers the umein track is ssen or known
to* be clear. In case of eccldent, the responsi-
111ty rests witn tnc approacning trein or engine,

L R

NOTIE.---Yard 1livite will be indicoted by yard
linic glgne ond loen~tion saown in time-table.

Tlie-teble epecial iragtructi-ns provide as follows:

. 93, Yards:

® S Sioux Frlls.

Trne maximum authorlzed spesed Tfor freignt trains 1s 40
miles per hour.
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Degcriptlion of Accildent

No. 791, a west-bound third-clags freignt train, con-
elsted at tne time of the accident of engine 752, 3 empty cars
ane a cobooge, in tne order nnmed. After a terminal oir-brake
test vre made, No. 721 departed from Canerokee ot 11:05 a. m.,
cccording to tne digpatcner's record of movement of trains, 3 .
sours 25 minutes late, passed Hills, 20 mlles erst of Sioux
Fells ond tac last opﬂn officec, nt 4:11 p. m., J nours 1l
minutes leote, passcd the cast V“rd limit sign st Sioux Folls
end wnile moving at on cstimated spced of 15 mlles per nour
collided witn No. 778 ot r point 2,520 feet west of the east
verd-1limit eilgn. Tne brerkes ot tnlis trein functioned properly
at all pointe wnere used en route.

No. 778, on cagt-bound second-cloes freigat train, con-
sisted of engine 996, 7 core onc ¢ coboose, 1in the order ncmed.
A terminal air-brake test rreg rﬂﬁb ~nd cniq train departed from
Sloux Fnlls nt 4:45 p. m., cording to tne dispetcher's record
of movement of treins, on timl, moved to o point 20 feet west
of tne enst siding-switcn wnerc 1t ctopped nnd immecdintely
orternard 1% wee gtruck by No. 791.

Tnerc wes no condition of citaer engine tnat obscured tnc
vieion or dist i the employees wno werac

[l

trected tne ottention o
on tunc endincs.

om an cngince moving in cither dircction in the vicinlty
o) point of accidcnt, the view of o train approacnlng from
tne opdoelte dircetion is reetricted to a distance of about 200
feet, becouce of treck curveture ond buildinge and vegeteation

o

p

b
wcent to tne treock.

botn engines remained uprignt ot tne point of impact.
Tne en.ine truck and tne pilot of englne 752, of No. 791, were
destroyed, votn cylinders were broken snd tne front end and
tne ceb vere bedly damoged. Engine 996, of No. 776, was not
derciled out ite pilot weos destroyed. Tne front end and tne
ceb were adly demaged.

The weontner wes cleor ot the time of the ~ccldent, wnich
occurred n»bout 4:46 p. m.

¢ cmployce killed wos tne front brekeman of No. 770.
bloyces injured werce tne conductor and tne englnecr of

Discussion

Thc rulcs governing cperntion on tne linc involved provide
tnet witnin yard limits traine and cngincs may usc tne main
trecks witnout protceting against sccond-class, inferior closs
end cxtre trains. All cxcept first-closs trains must be opcrated



prepared to stop unlesg
a1

tne ~—"av¥ 1lg seen or known to be clear.
Trie surviving employe i ie

S
s involved understood tnese requlrements.
As Nc. 721 was approacuing tne east yard-limit sign at

Sloux Falle, tne spced wes 35 or 40 nmiles per hour. Tne en-
glncer and tne front brakeman were maintalning a lookout ancad.
Tae Tireman nad vecome 111l en route and tne front brakeman was
rerforming thne duties of tne fireman. When Ghe engine reached
a point aoout 500 feet east of tne east siding-switcn, the
frcat brakemen saw smoke in tne vicinity of the switch and hne
celled a warning to thne engineev, wino immediately moved the
orake valve to emergency veositlion, but ne was unable to stop
nls train enort of No. 776. Thne specd of No. 791 was about

lf miles per nour wnen tae engincer and thc front brakeman
sumped of Juet before the cellision cccurred.

4e No. 776 was appreoachning the point wnere tne accident
occurred, tnec speed was about 10 miles per nour. The englneer
saw No. 791 goproacaing in thne vicinity of the cast siding-
switen an topped nis train by an emecrgency application of
tne vrakes Jjust vefore the ccllision occurrced.

‘»‘
,()I
.

Moo 776 wos » sccond-clese train end No. 791 was a third-
tacrefore, undcer the rules tne speed of ecacn train
i+

class traing

wos reduired to e so controlled tnat each could be stopped
gsnort of o traln, obstructlon or switcn not properly lined.
Since Ne. 778 stopped befere tne collision occurred, this

troin was belng operoted in accowrdance withh the yard-limit rule.
T Tne speed of No. 721 nad been controlled in accordance witn

Py

tnie yevrd-1imit rule, this ~ccident would not nave occurred.

Lause
It is found that this accident wos caused by failure
properly to control the speed of Ne. 791 moving witnin yard
limits.

Dated at Waenington, D. C., tnle seventh
day of November, 1942,
By the Comnmiseion, Comilssioner Patterson.
W. P. BARTEL,
(SEAL)

Secretary.



