INTERSTATE COMMTRCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 2600
TEE ILLTNOQIS CENTRAL SYSTEM
REPORT 19 RE ACCIDENT
NEAR SALIYE, ILL., ON
MAY 20, 1943
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Y Railroeac: I1lincie Centrel

f‘A

By

i Date: May 20, 1943

ki Location: Seline, TI11.

i

. Kind of accident: Head-end collision

“

¥

i Trains involved: Freignt : Freignt

;

7 Train numbers: Txtro 1345 Soutn : First 72

b . . e

{ Engine numbers: 1345 : 8000

X

I

, Consist: 94 cars, cebooee ! 79 cars, caboose
L

N Speed: Standing ¢ 80-35 m. p. n.

4 Operation: Timecable and troin orders

;

N Track: Single; tangent; 0.5 nercent

v cscending ¢rade nortnirard

I

’ Weatner: Denge fog

% Time: About 6:18 a. m.

/

¥ . s - -

i Casualties: 1 killed; 1 injured

[

i

k Cause: Aecicent caused by frilure to obey
3 rifnt-of-track order

el

¥

» - , s s -
4 Recommendetion: That tne Illinoie Central esgtablish
@ an adecuate block syvetem on the ‘
i line on wnilca thig accldent occurredwe
i
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IY THT JATTER OF AYINC ACCTIZEN
UNDIT THD ACCIDENT REPCOT

- 1o

. June 18, 1843.

Accldent near Saline, I11., on lay L0, 143, cousel by

Len
faillvre to obe; e ripni-os-trec< ovier.

1

RIPADT 0T TUT o0 LiTeaTN G

—lL ~ A - LSV N S

Cn liay 20, 1943, there wes a s20f~cnd collision betveen
two Treil nt trains on tue lins of tue Illinoile Centrel Syctem
near Scliae, I11., wilen resvlted in ..z Zeatu of one emoloyee
anc. the injury of one emsleoyen. Unle =2celdent wos investi-
gated 11 conjunction vitrn o reorzscniative of the Illinolsg

Corttercce Comniecion.

1Under autnority o eecticnr 17 (2) of - Iunicrstate Coum-
merce Act Ttnez above-erntiil~’ »rceosseding e Lelerred by Tae
Comniegion Tto Commisgciocner Feotlareor o~ coazlidersation and

disvosition.
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Locaticon of Accident and Meticd of Oneration

Tals accident occurred on tnat part of the St. Louis
Division desifnated ag the Bluford District and extending
between New Yard, Ky., and Bluford, Il1l., 127 miles. In the
viclnity of thne point of accident tnis 1g a single-track line
over valcn Gtrains are operated by timetable and train ordersg.
“nere is no block system in use. At Saline a siding 5,044
feet in lengtn parallels the main track on the weet. Tne
nortn switcn of tnie siding 1s 2,297 feet nortn of the station.
Tne accident occurred on the maln ftrack at a point 60 Teet
norin of tne north siding-switch. #pproacning from tne soutn
tne track is tangent 3.43 mlles to the poin% of accident and
.07 miles beyond. At the point of accident tne grade for
nortn-vteund trains is 0.3 percent ascending.

Opersting rules read in part as follows:

5-71. A train ie superior to anotuner train by
rignt, cless or direction.

Rigrt is conterrsd by irein order; class
and direction by time-table.

Rignt is sumerior te clases or direction.

204 . L O

Troinmen and firemen must reed and be
familiar with thne contente of train orders and,
snould there be ocresion to do so, remind con-

dvccors or englnemer of thne contents thnereof,
% % s
.

FORKS OF TRAIN CRDERS.

o
“
als

£
5-C

Giving Rignt Over =z Opnosing Train.

* o 4k

[wN]

(2) TExtrs 37 esst has rignt over Mo
F to A.

Tne reguler train nmust not go Heyond
trz colint laet naiied until the extra train
nas arrived, unlece Cirscted oy train
order to do so.
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Tne maximum sutnorigzed gnc.d for the nortn-bound train
involved was 40 milecs per nour. .
) \

Degeription ol Accident

-

-xtra 1545 Soutn, a soutn-bound freignt train, consistcd
of cncine 1545, 17 loaded and 77 cmoty cers and o ceboosc. Al
Eluford, 46.4 miles nortn of Saline, thnc crew recelved a
clcarance cerd and cooices of tanree train ordere, of wnicn one
weg trein order Mo. 12 reading in vert as follows:

Eng 1345 run EZxtre Bluford to
Recvesville nas rignt over % % %
first and second 72 engs 8000 and
8002 Bluford to Saling ¥ 3 %,

o~

ZXtra 1345 denerted from Bluford at 2:25 a. m., according to
at

Jelte, 2.2 miles norti of Saline and tnc last open office, at
5:50 a. m. Wnen tnils train reacncd e voint about 1 milc nortn
of Salinc tThe rcer coupler of tnc twentictn car failcd. Thac
engine moved tiie first 20 cars soutnward and stopped on tne
main track about 6:18 a. m., with tne front of tne engine 80
feet nortn of tne north siding-switcn at Saline. Immediately
afterwaré the engine wag struck by First 72.

Firgt 72, a nortn-bound second-class freignt train, con-
sieted ol engine 8000, 82 loaded and 10 emnty cars and a
caboose. At Reevesville, 21.9 miles soutihh ol Seline, tne crew
received a cleerance cerd and covnieeg of Tive Train orders, of
viaica one wes train order No. 12. Tnis train departed from
Reeveeville at 5:10 a. m., according to the dispatchner's record
of movemenc oI trains, 2 nours 1 minute late, peossed Abbotrt,
5.7 miles soutn ol Seline and tne legt open office, at 6:05
a. M., 2 noure & minutes lote, nassed the nortn siding-switen
et Seline, winere 1T wee required to wait unless Exira 1345 wng
into cleer, ond wnile moving at on estimated svneed of 30 to 55
miles per nour it collided witn Ixtra 1345.

Tane Torce of the imonact noved engine 1345 beckward 112

feet. Tne front end of eacn engine wes badly dameged. Tne

reer btruck of tne tender ol enginc 1345 vaeg derailed. Tne ‘
first four cers of Extra 1345 ond the elgntn to egixtecntn

cars, inclusive, of First 72, were derailed and badly damaged.

Tnere wee a densge fog ot tne time of tne sccident, wnich
occurred asvout 6:18 a. m.
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Tne empnloyee killel wae Gi~ front vraken»c ot riret 77,
and the employee injured was the enginesr of rfirst 72.

During tne 30-day neriod pracedins the ¢oy of tne scci-
dent, the average dally moverment in tne vicinit; of the noinv
of accident was 22.03 trairns.

Discugsion

Tne rules governing operation on tiils line provide (l2¢
cn extra train may be mode supericr to onposina reguvlar wrair
by a rignt-of-track treoln order.

eyl

Ine crews of both trains neld ccpies of train order Jo.
12, wnich gave Extra 1345 Souta rignt over First 72 Eluvforad
to Saline. Firet 72 wag required not to mass the fo.ling
point of tane north siding-switch st Szline unleses Erytra 1345
was 1lntc clear on the siding. ™nen Extra 134% wee ecbout 1
mlle nortn of Saline, a service braxe-pipe reductlion weg ande
to control the speed to enter the siding and an uncesired
emergency application of tne brazkeg cccurred. Tnis resulte
in %ne faillure of the reor couvnler c¢f the twentietn crr, an
the train verted. The engine moved thc first 20 cera souto-
ward and nocd just stopped on tne maln track witih tne frort cf
the cn;ine 60 feet nortn ot tae north siding-svitcen at Salirce
men it wae struck by First 72.

=

A

ayvorcacning tne

a
mileg per anocur. T.e
~nt of tne engirs of

-

As the front rortion of Extra 1545
nortn sicding-switcn tne speed was sbout 8
engineer sav tne reflection of the nceodii
Firgt 72 gbout 1,000 feet distant, and socn erterward ne sst
a member of tne crew of tnrt trelrn Jump from thne engine. -ne
engineer of Extra 1345 gtonped tie engine anf cars 0y an
emergency anplication of tne bLrekee jucst vefore trne collicion
occurred.

About 1 ancvur 20 minutes before the accildent occurred tnse
memberg of the crew of First 72 received copiees of train ordsr
lo. 12 at Reeveeville, 21.9 miles soutl of faline, and tacy
understced tuet tnelr train wae required to steo clear of Tne
fouling point of the north siding-switcn at Saline unless
Extra 1345 was into clecr on the siding. As Firet 72 was
approacning Saline tne gpeed was about 40 miles vmer nour. Lae
firemen was on tne deck of tine engine and tne en’inecr and
tne front brakenan were maintaining a lookout ancad. Taers
was no condition of the engine tnat dlgtracted tie atiention
of thncse employees or obscured tneir vision. Egcause ol dence
fog, Tne view of tne track sne~d in tnls viclally was re-
strictsd to a distance of about 1,000 fret. Tie brakes of
First 72 nad been tecgted and tney functioned »roperly en route.
Ine enginecr ssw the reflection of the noadlig.nt of the encire
of Extra 1345 wnen nis cngine wss about 1,000 fect soutn of
the nortn siding-switcn. He immedictely collced a werning to
tne front brakemen end tae fireman, ond movecd the brake valve

I ...

[N F

s % g g e e e S el

.

b e e A RS VY BT i i enan

S Sokdh a3, mem o B TR

BT OB o

S oman

e Yo g ET e ARG PR

L A S S S PR

o T o

a2

el



5
23

R L PR~

- g

e

- 8 - 2609

to caer—ency »osition. The speed of First 72 was about 30 or
85 mileg per nour wnen the enginemen Jjumped from tne engine
Just balfore thc collision occurred. The engineer sald that
efter nils train passed Abbott, 6.7 miles souta of Saline, ne
rcad 2 trein order wnicn ne recelved at tnat point and tnen
forgot tne vrovisions of train ordor Ne. 12. Tae fireman
corld ne was expecting the engincer to control tne speed of
tne train in sucih manner that 1t could be stopped snort of
the fovling noint of the nortn siding-switcn, but ne was en-
gaged in tending tne fire and was not aware that nis train
ned rececned tne vicinity of Seline until just before tne
recident occurred. It could not bec determincd vny tac front
brokeman falled to warn the enginecr, ~s he wes killed in
tae accloent. Tne conductor, the flsgman and a tralnmacter
were in tne cabooge as First 72 wos approacning Seline. The
conductor sald tnat soon after the rear of nis trein passecd
tne soutn eilding-switcn ne realized tnat Extro 12495 was not
into clecr and ne opcncd the conductor's elr velve, but tnis
cction was not teken soon enougn to avert tac cccident.

In the territory wnhere tnls rccident occurred, trains
are operated by timetable and tresin orders only. If en ade-
qurte olock eystem had been in use, tne crew of First 72 would
nove recelved odditionsl information thnot en opvosing train
wag closely approacning Ssaline, and tnis nccident would nhave
veen averted. Tne crrrier nrs an ~rutomrtic block-signal sys-
Tem 1in operation betveen points 3.1 2nd 18.1 mlles soutn of
Saline.

Cause

It is found tnet ftnis sccident wrs coused by feilure to
obey a rignt-of-track order.

Recommendation

It 15 recommended thnat the Illinois Centrrl System
esteblisn en esdequate block system on tune line on wnicn fnis
accident occurred.

Dated at Washington, D. C., tiuis fifteentn
dey of June, 19435,

By the Commigsion, Commicgioner Patterson.
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