INTERSTATE COMMIRCE (CUMISSICN

WASHIYGTO

INVESTIGATION NO. 3053
TLLINCIS CIITRAL RAILROAD COMPAIY
REPORT 'IN RZ ACCIDINT
TEAR RUTDOCY, La., OF

DECEM3ER 27, 1946




Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Train involved:

Train number:

Engine numbers:

Consist:
Speed:

C.eration:

Track:
Weatlher:
Time:
Casualties;

Cause:

SUMIMARY

Illinois Central
December 27, 1948
Ruddock, La.
Derailment
Passenger

)

Diegel-electric units
4003~-4014

Timetatle, train orders ancd
sgutometic blocki—-simal system

Q

Double; tangent; level

48 injured

Broken rail



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSICN®

INVESTIGATION 19, 3053

R OF MAKING ACCIDENT IWVESTIGATIOLN REPORTS

IN THE VATTZ
Ur'D THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF UAY 6, 1910,

ER

TLLTIOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD COMIZANY

February 6, 1947.

Accident near Rucdook, La., on Decenber 27, 1046, caused
by a brolen rail.

1
REPCRT-OF TEE COIMISSICIH

PLTTERSON, Commiscioner”

On December 27, 1946, there was a derailment of a
passen~er train on the Iliinols Central Railroad near
Ruddocik, La., which resvlted in the injury of 44 passengers
and 4 dining-car employees.

(S

1

Under suthoritv of section 17 (2) of tie Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-ent.tled procceceding veos referred Yy the
Commission to Commlscioner Patterson for coasiceration and
dispasition.
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Location of Accident and Method of Oneration

Thilg accident occurred on that part of the Louilsiana
Division extending between South Yavé, near :.cComb, Miss.,
end Orleans Jet,, La., 9Z.1 miles, double-track lin= in
the vicinity of the:point of accide 1t over tiiich traias
moving with the current of traflic arn onerated by tlmpuadle,
train orcers and an automatic %locli-siznal system, The de-
railment occurred on the sovthward main track at a polat
71,18 miles south of South Yard and 0,75 mile north of the

stetion at Ruddock. The southvard main track 1s tangent
throughout @ (igtance of 3,23 miles immediately north of the
pornt of acczcent and 1,75 miles southwarcd, The grade is
level,

Tire track structure of the gouthvard main track concigts

of 9J0-pound rail, 39 Zect in Jength, la:d new during llay,
1828, on 24 ties to the rail length, It is fully tieplateq,
single-gpliked, provided with 4-hole anale bars 24 inches in
lencth, an averacoc of 10 ra’l anchors per rail length, and
is ballasted with claz to a depth of 12 1nches.

ecning south-bound movement
1;21 Tlleu north of the point
the color-l_ght tyoe and 1s

Automatic signal 878-7, fo
on tne owtkward main tra uﬁ, is
of accideant. Th'ls cimmeael is o.
COJtlJUObSly lighted.

-

The maximum avthorized greed for passenger trains 1s
6C m1les ner hour,
Descrintiaon of Accicdent
No. 5, a south-bound Tilrst-clacs vassengcer train,

conslstecd of Diecel-electric units 4003 and 4014, coupled
in multinle~unrtt control, ocae bagzage car, oie dormitory

car, six Pullman clerpning cars, oae dining car, three
Pullmnn sleeping cars and one Pullman otserv
L

R vation car, in
the os,cer aamed, The Tfirst and the third cars vere of

conveationzl stoaceard all-steel co“otlactlvn and the remain
Cer of The cars nhad neovy carbon-cteel unﬂe“*raﬂnv and ”edlum
lirhtveiznt-steel cuperstrvctiureg. This traln, nov1n“ cn the
sovthward mein track, nassed Manckec, the last oen “lce,
5433 miles north of the noint of accident, at 8:34 5. m., 9

T 1

niniates late, passed signaﬁ 273-7, vhich cisnlared proceed,
and vrilz 1t was moving at a sneed of 90 mi-les per houh tne

]

rear Ttruczk ol the p;“bth cair and tre ninth to tilie thirteenth

cars, inclosive, were derailed,
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Immediately after the derailment sevarations occurred
betirecn the first and second cars, bhetwesn tie fifth and
sixth cars, and vetween thne elpﬂtn and ninth cars. The
Diesel-electric units and the first car storned with the
front end of the first unit about 2,000 fcet soath ol 'he

point of cderailment. Th= gecond to the Tifth cars, inclurive,

stopped with the front end of the second car anout 300 Tcetb
north of the rear =nd of tShe first cer. The sixth, seveath
end eighth cars stovoed with the front end of the sixth cor
agalﬂst the rear end of the fiJth car, and the rear end of

the eignth car about 400 feet south of the front end of the
ninth car., The ninth to thirteenth cars, inclusive, ctonped

about 20 feet west of the southward mein track and practically
" £

parallel to i1t, with the front end of the ninth car €00 fect
south of the point of derailment, These cars lcaned to the
vest et angles varying between 30 and 80 degrecs. The
elphth car wvas slighily damaged aand the ninth to thirteenth
crrs, lnciusive, were congidzsrably damaged,

The ticather vag hazy at the time of the accicdent, which

cccurred apout 8:42 a. m.

THC rail involved va~ a 39-foot, 90-nound rail, manu-
factured by the Tennessee Coal, Iron and Railroad Coupany,
n {?rcp 1828, and vas laid in the ftrack during May, 19298,
fe orand use 9080 ARA-A, OH-TCI & RR CO0., Kumbeir 882091,
etter E,

Discussion

No. & wvas moviny on tanfent track at a speed cf 30
miles per hour, es iadicatec by the speedometer tith vhich
the Tirs?t D*csol clectric unit wes edulpned, in Territory
there the meximim authorized snecd for tnis train vas 60
miles per hour, then the derailmont occurred., The eazinemen

vere ﬂolnta*plﬂ@ & lookout aheed fron the Oontrol cowpartm at

at trhe front of tihe first Diecel-elecuric uart The con-
dzcto; anc the baggagemen “cre in the second car, end the
Tlagnan ves in tTh~ trelfth car. The lact automaﬁlc block
simnal north of tre noint ~nere the derailment occurred dls-
nlayed proceed. Prior to the time of the accident, tho
Diegel-electric un:ts ard the cars had bezn ridinf ﬁﬁOO*hlJ,
and There "os no indication of deflective enmulipment or Lrack,
nor of eny obstruction haviag been on the track, The first
+

the T any member ol the crew kaew o anything being vrong uas
viien the brakes became applicd in cmerzency as a result of
the derallment

/

After the aceideat 2 broken rail vas found on the veet
side of the southard mawin treck. Tihis rail was broxen into
thrce nieces, The first broakx occurred het-icen two ti-s at
a ncint 31 feet 9 irches south or the receiviag end ol the
rail., The adjacent cnds of the pieces at the firct break
werc conciderably battcred., The second break occurred dpetrecn |
7o ties at a point & fect 5.5 iach-e south of the firct bhreak.


file:///rest

-~

The rcceliving end of ths third picce of rail twrae batitered
Comvard about 15 decrces. 3oth breaks occurred nortn of
tne nortn ends of the bond 'rires and th» engle bars at i
lcaving end of the rail. At both SreaXg there ucre pro-
grggsive detaill 1°r°c‘5ures coveriag about 50 percent ol The
crocs-sectional arca of the head of the rail, The metal €3
these arcas was darkened by oxidation, uhich condition inci

i
atcd that the rail had becn efecu1Vﬂ for somc timec pﬂlor
fo the accident. The remaincer of the breeske through thc
ncoad, and the brealzs in the -reb and tne bage of the rail

?LG nerr. The oreaxs throuzh the hcad of the rail were scguare,
bat "rere slightly anguler do~mward through thc rcmaindcr of
the rall. Both fractures ocourced Jenuat reil ouwns caused
by the slipping of ¢rivinc whecls., At thesc points the top
surface of the rail ra__oﬂollcd out, d the cetail fraotur“s
hal projressed downward in Uthe heacd. Flange maris apncarcod
on the vest side of t“o veb ol tiic piece of all ertending

D2tireen breawg Nos, 1 end 2.

O
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A south-bound passencer trein vessed over tris twack
about 14 minutcs before the dcrailment occurrcd, axd thoe creow
did not observe any abnormal condivioa of tho track, Sllﬂn
Tthe first automatic “1oc¢ si~nal ncrth of the »oilat of cderall-

ment displayed nrocecd “or Ho. 5, it 1g prohable that the

complete failure of the rall occurired ~hen tho front nortion
ol this train passed over 1%, thon the plece Tetween the
breaks became Clsgplaced an’ the ~eone ral Ceraiiment folloted,
The track involved wvas last insncocted by tre gsctior
foreman about 1 hour 20 miautes bcfore the dcrailment occurred,
and no defective condition was obscrved. A rcil-Getector car
Ues last oncrated over this territory on October 2, 1348,
This teet did not disclose any dolect in the raill in qrestion,
Cause
It is Tound thet this acciden®t s causcd By a brolen
rail,
Dated at Washington, D, C., ti:is sixth
= b ’
day of fetruary, 1947,

By the Commission, Commissioncr Patterson.

( SEAL) W, P, BARTED

Sceretary,
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