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Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident;
Traing involved:

Train numbers:

Engire numbers:
Consists:

Estinated speeds:

Tinme;
Casualtiest

Cause:

- 2 _ Inv-3030

STIIATY

T1iinois Central
October 1£, 1846
“orten, kKiss,

head~end collision

Passenger + Freignt
Passenger Zxtra : 271
1288 Basct
1268 : 2105
& cars : 58 cars, 2 cabooses
5nm, p, 2, : 25 m, p, n,

(backward motion)
Timetable and traln orders
Sirgle; tangenrt; practically level
Clear
S:r2H o, m,
1 killed; 4 injvred

Failure tc obey rignt-of-track order



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO, 3030

IN THE MATTER OF MAKINC ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY &, 1910.

TLLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD COHPANY

November 12, 1945

Accident near Mortorn, Miss., on October 15, 1945, caused
by fallure tc obey a rignt-of-track order, -

Al

.
REPORT COF THE COII'TE3IONT

PATTERSCN, Commissioner:

On October 1&, 1946, there was a nead-end collision
between a passenger train and a Ireignt train on the
Illinois Central Railroad near llorton, ifiss., walcn re-
sulted in tre deatn of one employee, and the injury of
two Dassengers and two employees.

lUnder authority of section 17 (2) of thae Interstate Tom-
merce Act the above-entitied proceeding was referred by tae
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Inv., No. 3030
Illinois Central Railroad

Morton, Miss.,
October 15, 1946
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Location of Accident and llethnod of Cperation

This accident occurred on ihat part of tne Vicksburg
Division extending vetween Vicksburg and End Double Track,
near Meridian, Miss,, 137,4 milec, a single-track line,

In tne vicinity of tne point of accident trains are operated
by timetable and train orders., Tnere 1s no block system in
use., At Morton, 79,1 miles east of Viclsburg, a siding
2,906 feet in length varallels the mailn track on tne nortn,
Tne west ewitcn of hnie siding is 1,589 feet vest of tns
station. The sccident occurred on tne main track 2,48 miles
east of tne west sidins-siritch, The main track is tangent
tnrovgnout a ¢istance of 2,85 miles lmmediately west of tne
point of accident ané 339 feet eastward, From tne east taere
is a 0°30' curve to the rigat 1,517 feet in length, waich is
followed by tne tangent on »micn the accifent occurred, At
tne voint of eccident the grade ic practicelly level.

Operating rules read in part ss folleows:

The time apnlies at the switcn wnere an opposing
train clears; * % *
%4 %

S-71. A train is supericr to anotner train by
rignt, class or direction.

Fignt 1s conferred by train order; clase and
direction by time-table,

Rignt is superior to class or direction.

73, XZXtra trains are inferior to regzular trains,

P04, ¥ ® %

L DI S

™
A

nginemen nust snow thelr train orders to firemen,
and wren practicable, to forward trainmen, Conductors
must enow thneir orders, 'men practicable, to trainmen,
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Giving Righ% Cver an Opposing Train.
* %o

T z ™

(2) ZIxtra 37 east nas rignt over "¢ 2 F to A.

L

Triese orders give rignt to the train first nemed
over tnz other train between tie woints named, IT
ne traine meet at eltner of tre w1gnateu points

tne first-nemed traln must take tne siding, unless
thne order otrerwise mrescrives

™n tnis territory tne maximum autorized speed for
pessenger treins is 30 miles per nour avd for freignt trains,
40 milies per nour. Train-ordzr instructione restrizcted tne
speed of tns mascenger traln involved to 30 miles per ncur,

At Vicksburg tne crer of Passernger Ixitra 1268 East, an
east-bcund passerger train, received ceonics of trein order
No. 46 reading in pert as follors:

ENG 1228 R 3"73 EXTRA VIGKST”?u
TO UERIDIAN HAS PTRHT CVER * -6 %
d0 271 ENC 2108 VICZKS2URG TC
HORTOWN % # %

=

rne 1268, one tourist
urist sle>oinu coars

Passenger Extra 1262 East consicsted of e
slezping car, one troov iiftcaen car, two

ard one coacn, in te: order ramed, 11 cars were of steel
constrvetion, Tnis train psscsed mDSt Jacksor, the last open
office, Z4.6 miles west of ‘‘orton, at £:23 p. m,, passeld fre
west siding-switcn at Morton, waere it required to enter

MmN s D A
w0

3,
et T

tne siding and remain clear of cne mein k until No, 271
nad beer. met, and stonn:d about €:23 p. m, on tne nein track

at a polnt sbout 2.5 miles east of the west siding-switcn

About 2 minutes later, =milc this train was moving in UCNOKWEQ
motion at an estimated soeed of & miles por nour, 1t was stru
by No, 271,
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of No. 271, a west-bound seconda-class freignt trein,

U Enops, 0.5 mile east of End Double Track, tre crew

received copies of trair order No. 4£. Tnis train, consist-
ing of engine 2108, &8 care and 2 cebooses, passed Newton,

tne last oven office, 29,5 miles cast of liorton, at 4:42 o.
4 nours &4 minutes late, and wnilec moving at an estimated
soeed of 25 miles per nouvr it collided with Passenger E:tra

1265 East,

The rear truck of tne tcnder of tae engine of eacn train,

o
and trne first six cars of No. 271 were derailed. Tne first

two cars of No, 271 and botn =ngines were badly damaged.

a

first and tnlird cars of Passcrnger Fxtra 12023 Tast and tzne

trnird ard fourtn cars of No. 271 were sligntly damaged,

"he weather was clear at tnc tine of tne accildent,
occurred about 6:22 v ., ‘

Inec engineer of wo. 271 vas fetelly injured. The

The

walcn

Con-—

ductor of Passenger Txtre 12¢3 East and tne Tireman of No.

271 were injured,

S tne day of tne

. pariod preceding
¢ vicinity of tne

-— 8"
¢ deily movement in to
y g8

T3
dent, ctre averag
i 10.5% tralns.

Tne crew of eecn train neld coples of train order llo.

46, vaicn gavs Passenger Zxtra 1238 East right cver No.

)

o west-bound sccond-class train, between Vicksturg end Yorton.

)

Under tre rules, the tine of Mo, 271 at Yiorton avnlied at tne
weet switen of tn2 siding at that station, and this train was
due to leave tne west siding-switch at morton at 1:25 o,

accl-

271,

n,

No train order nad bYe:c. igssued avtrerizin: Passenger Txtra

1228 Bast to vroceed on trh main track east of tne west
sidin--gviten at llorton unless o, 271 nad been met,
Passengor Extra 1240 Ea
Aorton about 6:20 o, m,, stovw.eh
poirt about 2.5 ailes east of in
snort Gistonce westwerd in backvward metion wnen 1t was
by No. 271.

5]

+

t
on tne nein track at a
(o4

X

}‘J'
<4

As No, 271 was approaching t
occurred tne specd wos about 40 m

o2 west siding-switen at

switern and nad moved a
struck

point wkere tne collislion
es per nour, Tne head-
lignt was lignted brisgntly, .nc on7incmen and tne front
brakeman were maintaining a lockout anead, The englneer was

fatally injured in tac accident, The firemen ard tne front
brakeman sald tnat the first trey Znew ol anytning being
1

wrong was wnen tney saw tne rof

cction of tnz headlignt of
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tno obposing train ebout 1,800
immediately moved Lue Dr-le
Tn: speed of Vo, 271 was ~bovud
collision cccurred.

e r N
e to °16P~°n“" nealtvion.
- :

Tle crew ol Passcong
troin crder Mo, 45 at Vi i
~bout & novrs 20 minrutes 17

occurrsed., AT tnat time eacn mcmovw trig crew- rend ta
order, The enginger and zerman ulderstooﬂ
r
e

2t recoived cooics of‘
.2 niles west of torton
me tae ﬁociqcnt

]

unaer tae prov1Q1OUU of inls trala order, thelr trein w
recvired to enter e siding at Yorton ot the wvest ewi
to remain clear of L;e nain trocx at that s
&
t

™ rf{

l\')

ne

been met, ”Je cendoctor, the f1
net they misrced tne order and, un

cr J
,__1 }.l.l

MLd

i g

sion occurrad, tne; tuoucnt tnc ordc ¥ gave tnedr

over Wo. 271 batwein Vic fftu:g e1d End Toubdl reck c
Meridian Tney dic¢ not cgein rena thr ordey, As Fagse
Extra 1088 Tesl was anvproacaine lowten tni condu n
flagrion were in tao rear car od
Tirst car. 1Inz front brrkem2i ca
recuction in the s»heed cf ohe tre
west siding-eviten at Mo tCA I
trnc crew ned reccived a
orten cutnorizing Tass: - Zést te proseeld eeost
of orton tec mcet Yo. 271, cccding toward tac
rcer car to confer vit. .ne corducter wnen .ne collielo
occurrcd. Tac eacineer sald trnot after is train pes- d Gulice,
12,4 miles west of ilortor, ~nnd until it wvas about 2.¢ milcs
cast of HMorton, no for*ot tart nis train veas required to onter
tne siding at mcrtou, Then nc saw the rpflection cf thvo
neadlignt of tne a~proacnin: train, and too ction to stop

nig trﬁln and tnen tc move 1t vestword in b o varu mction,

The firemen immediately licated a red Tveee and, wher nis trairn
gstooped, ran toward tnc FUDTOFChl“S train, Passenger Txtrea
1268 Eost was movwng westward at a spead c¢7 abeut b mileeg »Her
nour wn.n tne ccllision cc-urred,
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it was a~ rccc*i N
t the otner merbers
€ " stetion west of

“S

Trrins are oversted on unis line by timetable end train
orders orl;., If an adequete “lock systen nad been in usc,
tnese omvosing trains would not nave becn pernitted to occupy
£t 2 seme Llock sinultaneously,

Yo recomrenrndation is made nere concerning additioraj
protection for ia- cm‘,'"'wtic“ of trrins av tn; ‘mpximum Ltf_ w..
ized enceed dicsclosecd in tni ave Stigqb on beceuse tas is
now D'ndin before Tthe Tomm ion Cocket No, XBE43, vnicn

is an nvestib tion irstitute
otion, to determine vnectne

- it 1s neccse ar in the puvnlic
iut rect, to require any comn

i,

d ilay 2C, 1946, on its own
it

or. carrier by a¢1r09d to irnstell
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Dlock sigral system intcrlocking, automntic trein ston,

train control and/or cab signal devices, cnd/or otaer ginmiler
anpliances, metnodc and systems intendsd to promote tne scfety
of raillroad operation, upon tnc wnole or any part of its
roilroad on wnica ary train is operated at a speed of 50 or

more miles per nour.
Tacsc

I- is found trnet thle accident was cauvsed by feilure
to obey & rignt-of-track crder,

Deted at Yasrvingston, D. C. tnis tTrelfn
day of Voverber, 104-.

By thac Commisclon, Commicsioncer Fotterson,

SEAL W, P. ZARTFL,
Sceretary.
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