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INTERSTATE CCOMuIZHCE COC.U{ISTIOH

WASHINGTION

St s et At

RePORT MO, 3507
JLLINO1IS CENTRAL RAILAOAD COMPANWY
I RE ACCIDINT
NEAR CHARLES CITY, ICWA, ON

MARCH 14, 1958

N




Date:

Railroad:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Equlpment involved:
Train number:
Engine number:
Consist:

Estimnted spceds:
Cperation:

Traciz:

Weathor:
Tinc?
Casualtiocs:

Causc:

Recomneadation:

-2 - - Report No. ZEOQO7

SUMMARY '

March 14, 1953
I1linois Central
Charles City, Iowa
Head-end collision
Track motor-car i Freight troin
: Extra 1504 East
1504
10 cars, cadoose
Undetermined : 40 m., ». L,
Timetable and train orders

Single; tangent; 0.55 pcrcent
ascending grade westward

Raining
9:45 a, m.
1 kxilicd

Failure to provide adequate »rotcction
for movement of track motor—car

That the Illinois Central Rallroad
Company provide adequate protection .
for movement of track motor—cars oa
its 1line



INTERSTATE CCUMIRCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO., 3507

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACUIDENT INVhaTI”AmICN REPOATS
UUDER ThE ACCIDENT REPCFTS ACT O MAY &, 1910,

ILLINUIS CEMNTRAL RAILROAD COMFATY

April 6, 13535
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Ac>icent neer Charlos Citv, Iowa, on Marceh 14, 1053,

bJ fallure to previde adequerte protecticn for o
movemsnt of 2 track motor—ccor.

-
@

REPORT CF THE COMHIESSION

FATTERSCH, Commisgsioner:

On #arch 14, 108%, there w.ig a head-rnd colllslina

b-iveon o frack mot f“~car ard n Treliesht trolp on thie
IlLﬂ cis oontral Roilreoad near Charles City, Iowa, 1i.ich
restt ted in the deasi, of ong maintecuance—ol—way ruplolee,
.

TaCer nutiority of section 17 {2) of th. Interstatc (o o-
reroee Act the abovi—antitled proceeding s rel.eco2d by vle
Commicoion to Commiescleoner Fatterson for consldecaSics nad

(‘
clon LLthh.
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ccation of Accldent ond iMethnd of Oneration

Ti.:s aceldent occurred on that part of the Iowa Division
deasirnaced as the Albert Lea District and extending betrea
&Oﬁl Jget., Iova, nad Glenville, Minn.,, 94.2 miles. Thls ig
a sinrl.=trnck line, over which trains are orerated by

imé*v,Wp nad traln orders, rere 1s no tlock system in use,
At "2 Joet. the Albert Lea District connects with the
Wate, ’Joc Dlstrict, wiich extends betwern Waterloo and rort
Doire, Towmn, Nona Jet, 1s located 4,7 miles west of Watecrlioo.

The ?ubiu nt cceurred on the msin track of the Albert Lea
Disteict at a point 37 mlles west of Monn Jet, and 4.9 mi'es
enst of Crarles Cilty, Iowa, The track 1s tangent throuarout
Clalance of more than 1 mile immedintely east of the DOLnt
ol accldent and Y20 feet westward, [From the west there arc,
in succossion, 2 tangent &,6E83 feet in length, a 1° curve U0

©

i 1
the Lolt 1,872 Feet, nnd tae tongent on which the accident
occurvet, The prode is 0.8 percent ascending westward at the
point o. accident.

This carecier's rvles for the maintenance-of-way and

-l

stiuectirres read in vart re Tfollows:
I'0TCR, PUSH AND VELOCIFEDE CARS

068, Keup Tamniliar with Train Yovements.,--The canloye
i1n chorce of the op-oration of » motor car must cen Iin
touel with the movement of trains, sccurine, if possible,
the 1ecessary informotion /'rom the dispatcher,

0%7. Train Information.--Refore coing to worik, and as
o7ten as necussary theveatfter, Toremen and otker ow r-iors

ot tiack cars, shall securc iInformatlon on movemenys of
troing, ¥ * %

09, Coution in Use of Tracx Cars.--Track cers shall
move at all times with salety, expocting tralna o osher
cora to apnear ot any time from cither direction -.ivaout
« tlee. Whsn nercvssary to oovorate them in * ¥ % gevere
Li“ﬁq * % ¥ o1 wnere the view is o“structed in any 1wy,

22,

" gpircinl care must bc used * ¥ %

O
:y
W
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Sunnlemront-ry ruleg and instruct

ons ryoverning the vge
and oreration o7 trneck cors resd in part

ns follows:

Linc—up will ©te glven by train diepatcher as provided
1.. theoe rulss, Morninv line-up will te 1lssued at o
Nudk;ita tinme znd will expirec at time stated in line-up,
~li 8 0anl line~up will be issued as conditions may

Vicen prectienble, track cnrs should not be placed o
el on moln tre Vb unless the trv cX car operator nos

.
:
o curdeent Linc-un,

Line-un will bo civen by tiniln dianntcher over thce
s*yuﬁturo of chief traln dispwtcher in a prescribed Inrnm
Icr ctrted period far his territory., He must retain

L

copy o7 line-up Fiven,

o5 gk

¥

Toadn dlspetel er shotld toke necroenry wccetlon to see
trat no vrrin enorates in advance of tlme stown on ]inr—
up (or timktﬁhlo schedule) nnless guch train ig notizicd

hy toain ordcer or othorwise to b: on lockout for truch
coro and to use whtstle freoly.

In furnishine l;rp—up, «ngine numher snould be given
on posciktle and, when ¥novn by alsp-teher, information

o

NILCT

al.ovld ke inecludecd v“ich w111 ndvisc track car oncrators
vien certaln truL“s may be exvected to run faster than

uoual, due to liphit engine, licht tonange, speclnl squip—

vent, or oy otth recscns.

o9 W

Cne maximum nuthinrized speeds are 40 miles per hour Lo

Troi~ut trulns and 20 milis par heur for lisht inspecticn :1“101&.

A
™ +O"1~(‘afx"1(‘
10 LO! Vielh D
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Description of Accident

A track motor—car occupied by a track inspcctor departed
east-bound from Cedar Falls, a station on the Waterloo District
1.4 miles west of Mona Jct., between 7:15 a, m. and 8 a, m., It
entercd the Albert Lea District at Mona Jct. At 9:45 a, nm.,
while 1% was moving westward at an undctermined spced, it
collided Vith Extra 1504 East at a point 37 miles west of llona
Jet, and 4,9 miles east of Charles City.

Extra 1504 Eost, an east-bound freight train .consisting
of englne 1504, 4 cars, and a caboose, departed from Albert
Lea, 6,8 miles west of (lenville, at 7:30 a, m, Cars were
added to the train at several points. This traln departed from
Charles City at 9:34 a., m, wlith 10 cars and a caboose, and
while moving at an estimated speed of 40 miles per hour it
collided with the track motor—car.

The track motor-car became wedged between the coupler and
the pillot of the engine., It was demolished, Extra 1504 East
stopped with the front of the engine 1,382 feet east of the
point of accident. The front of the engine was slightly
damagced, .

The track inspector, who was on the track motor-car, was
killed,

Rain was falling and the temperature was about 32 degrees
above zZero at the time of the accldent, which occurred at 9:45
Qe e .

The track motor-car was powered by a one-cylinder, five
to eight horsepower gasoline motor and was equipped with four-
wheel brakes, It weighed 610 pounds, exclusive of the cab, and
had seating capacity for four persons, It was equipped with an
enclosed plywood cab 4,8 feet in height. There vere two ulndows
at the front of the cab, each 20 inches 1n length and 12 1aches
in height. The window at the left was equipped with a hand-
operated wiper, On the day of the accident the cab was heated
by a small kerosene stove,

During the 30-day period preceding the day of the
accldent the average daily movement in the vicinity of the
point of accident was 3,93 trains,
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Discusgsion

On this line the train dispatcher customarily transnits
a line~up to the operator at Cedar Falls eanch morning for the '
use of operators of track motor-cars originating at Ccdar Falls,
Cn the dry of the accident this line-up, which was tronsmitted
at 7:02 o, m., recrd in part as follows:

L L ! . B

o

IO& 291 Eng 1225 colled at Watirloo 7 AM
v .

Local Extra 1504 Rast called ALca 730CAM
AC-2 Extra 147 East be called ALea 930AM

Expires 1001 AM

No. 591 i1s a local freizht treoin which operates via the Albert
Lea District, The lirne-up also included- several trains

which oserate via the Waterloo District. VWhen the operator at
Cedar Folls went off duty, at 7:16 a, m., he placed the trach
inspcctor's copy of the line~up in a box outside the ofiice,
The apent reported for duty at 8 a, m. When he reached the
office the line-up ned been rcmoved from the box. Nelther of
theose employees saw the track inspecivol on the day of the
accicent., The agent at YVaverly, 13.6 miles wcst of lMona Jet,,
reported for duty at 8:35 a, m. He sald that he dld not
notlce the track motlor-cor nasgs after he reached the o7 lce,
On Saturday there i1s no opén office betwrcn Waverly and the
polnt of accident, A telcphone which cnn be used for ’
communication with the train dispatcher is located at cach
siding Dbetween Cedar Falls and the polnt of accident, Tue
train dlspatcher saild that the track inspector did not
comnunicate with him oa the day of the accident. After the
accldent occurred it was found that the track inspocctor had
in his nossession & copy of the llne-un which had becen
received by the operator at Cedar Falls,

As Extra 18504 Eost was approaching the point where the
accident occurred the speed vns about 40 milzs per hour. The
headlight was lighted brightly, The enginemcn and the froat
braxeman were on the engine, and the conductor, the swing
brakeman, the flagman, and a student brakeman were 1ln the
caboose, The crew had received no information th-ot the track .
ahend was occupled by a track motor-car, The employees on
the engine said that a heavy raln was falling and their range
of vision was restricted to a distance of 1/2 to 3/4 mile., The
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wiandows of the cab were clouded by raln and steam, and these
riployees vere maintalning a lookout ahead through the

cloz:»vlsion windows at the front of tie cab. The grade-
croscing whistle signal vas sounded for a rall-highwny gr~de
crossing 7,687 feet west of the point of accident, The caglae
bell wes ringing. As the engline w=6 closely crproaching £
tangont on which the acceident oceurred the filreman and the
front brolreman ovserved the headileght of the track motor=car,

They c:1lled @ warning to the engincer, The cnglneer inne ictoly

closel the throttle, made an emecreency appllcation of tie
braken, and sounded a varning whistle sional., The fi-ccnan

and the front broieman said that the track motorecar cnpenred
to e moving westward but they were unuble to estimnte 1ts
sperd., TLry dld not sce the occupant or the track noiolre=car.
They thoudt tn~t the speed of the train Lied been siicltly
reducced vien the colligion occurred., Bocouse of smoke trailing
along the side of the cngine, the engineer did not see the
tracls motor~car before the nccident oocurxed

The rules of tile carrier recguire the operator of o

trac:i movor-car to procure iaformation regarding train moves
menoes, when practicablce, before operating hls trock motorecrr
on a maliln track., They also require the traln dispatelicr ©o
take accossery action to insurc that no trailn opcrates 1in
adveace of the time shown on a line-up unlcss the crew of the
trein 10 notified that the ornerators ot track motor-carg n.e
not cxpocting the movement., Howcever, the line-up recelved 37
the orcvrutor of the track motor-car Iin this accldent indicated
only the locations of trains ot the time the line-up was
issued, The crew of Extra 1504 East said that on thc dar of
the ocidont thelr troin consumcd less tlme than usual between
Alvert Lea and the volnt of accident. The train wis not
restrictod by the issuance of the linc-up, and the crew wen a0%b
informed thot the track notor-cor was occupying the mola tracl,
With this line-up the reésponsibility for computing the rminiing
time o thie treln and Judelng the approxlmote arriving tlmes

t ssrtlo. -5 and otnoer polnts wrs mlaced on the oprrator o' the
i *o‘ r=-car, This method of oporation does not provide
unce nrotectlon for the movenents of tragk motopr-cars,

Since Janurry 1, 1944, the Comrmlssion has investli-obted 42

sions, ¢nclud1au Thie prrcent cise, which were chused by

ture %o provide adequ-te nrotection for trne movement of
2otor- "CLrS. Thiesce aceidents resulted in the deatn of 78
g and the injnry of 131 prrseans, In the reports covering

e
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the lavestlgntions of tnese arcidents, the Comrission . .

reocat dly e recomn caded Tt the carelcr luvolved ta'ie

mocour o to provide edazaucte protection for the wovioment <.

trwcl wlor-cars on its line. ‘

SR

—_

It is found that t-ie azecldsnt was coused by Tallu—~r o
provide alequrte protocticn fer the movouent of o track nectove

Chly

Reeonmencation

It i recommerded that the Tliiwnis Ceatral R-ilrocd

Coumony »nirovide adecuets protection Tor the rnovauent ol trock
moscr=ce2d on its line,

Dated at Wasrington, D, O., this sixtn
dry of April, 1883,

By the Coamrdission, Tnmrissicner Patterson.

( SZAL) GEORGE ''. LAIRD,

Acting Sccrctary.



