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WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 2687
THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL SYSTEM

g

PORT IN RE ACCIDENT

AT 65rd STREET STATION,
CEICAGO, ILL., ON
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Rallroad:
Date:

Locaticon:

Kind of accident:

Trains involved:
raln numbers:
Engine numbers:
Consist:

Speed:

Operaticn:

Track:

Weatner:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

SUMITARY

Illinois Central
Marcn 27, 1943
63rd Street Station,

Rear-end collision

Passenger : Pes
2 HERS

2449 1 243
18 c=re 11
Standing 1 8-1

Inv-2687

Chicago, I1l.

cenger

2 m. p. n.

Automatic block-signal system

Eignt tracks; tangent; 0.08 per-
cent dascending srade nortinward
Clesar
About 9:10 p. m.
145 injured
Accident caused by failure properly
to enforce flageing rvle, and by
failure to ozerate fc?]'MWP‘ Frein
in accordance witn gignal indicaticn

/.



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2687

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REFPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

TEE ILLINOIS CENTRAL SYSTEL

May 7, 1943.

Accident at 6opd Street Station, Chlcago, Ill., on lMarcn
27, 1943, caused by failure properly to snforce
flagging rule, and by fallure to overate followlng
train in accordance witn sighal indication.

REFORT OF TEE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commigsioner:

On Marcn 27, 1943, thers was a rear-end collision be-
tween two passenger trains on the line of tne Illinois
Central System at 63rd Street Station, Chicago, I1l., whicn
resulted in tne injury of 132 passengers, 7 dining-car em-
ployees, 1 club-car attendant, 3 train porters, 1 Pullman
porter and 1 train-service employee. Thlg accident was
invectigated in conjunction witn representatives of tne
Illinois Commerce Commission.

lUnder autnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act tae above-entitled proceeding was rcferred by tae
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration ond
disposition.
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Location of Accident and Metaod of O»-eration

Tnis accident occurred on tnat vart of tne Chicago Terminal
Division extending between Ricnton and Central Station, Chicago,
I11., 27.2 miles. In tne immediate vicinity of the point of
accident tnis ie an 8-track line. The main tracks from west to
east are numbered consecutlvely 1 to 8. The accident occurred
on track No. 6, designated 2s the northward tnrougn-passenger
track, at a point 158 feet soutn of the pletform at 63rd Street
Station. Trains moving withk the current of traffic on track
No. 6 are operated by an automatic block-gignal system, tvhe
indications of wnlen suversede time-table supericrity. Ap-
proacning from the soutn on track No. 6, tnere are, in succes-
sion, a tangent 2,596 feet in lengtih, a 0°15' curve to the
right 270 Teet, a tangent 304 feet, a 0°15' curve to the right
130 feet, a tongent 411 feet, a 0°15' curve to the left 390
feet, and a tangent 1,888 feet to the point of accident and a
considerable distance beyond. Tae gracde for nortn-bound trains
is 0.08 nercent descending at the point of accldent.

Automstic signal 6-918, semi-automatic signals 28 ABC and
137 A=C at 67th Street interlocking, and automatic signal 5-817,
wnlcn govera nortn-bound movements on track No. 6, are mounted
on signal bridges located, respectively, 5,480, 2,210, 1,132
and 70 feet soutn of the point of accident. Tnese signals arc
of tne color-light type, and are contlnuously lignted. Tne in-
volved asoects and corresponding indicetions and nemes of tnese
gsigriales are as follows:

Signal 5-918

Agpect Indication Name

Yellow, flasning Proceed preparing to stop Advance approacn.
at second signal.

Lome sigfnals 28 ABC and 137 ABRC

Yellow-over-red- Proceed; preparing to stop Approacn.
over-red at next signal. Train
exceedling medium speed
must at once reduce to
that speed.

Signal 6-817

Red, above Stop; tnen proceed at re- Stop and pro-
number plate gtricted speed. ceed. See
Rule 509 (a).
O crating rules read in part as follows:
05. Tae following signals will be used by flagmen:
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Nignt Signals--A red lignt,
oo Torpedoes and
Fusces.

99. Wnen a train stops under circumstances in
wnicn 1t may be overtaken by anotner train, tne
Tlagman must go back immediately with flagman's
signals a sufficient distance to insure full
protection, placing two torpedocs, and wnen ne-
ceisiry, in addition, displaylng lignted fusees.
%*

* % &

When a train is moving under circumstances
in wnich it may be overtaken by anotner train,
the flsgman must take such action as may be ne-
cessary to insure full protection. By nignt, or
by day wnen tne view 1s obscured, lignted fusees
must be thrown off at proper intervals.

3 % W%

BLOCK SIGNAL AND INTERLOCKING RULES.
DEFINITIONS

L

Madium Speed.--A speed not exceeding tnlrty
miles per nour.

R-stricted Speed.--Proceed prepared to stop
snort of train, obstruction, cor ewltcn not properly
lined end to look out for brcken roil.

261, O nportions of the reilroad, and on desig-
neted tracks so specified on the time-table, tralns
will run witn reference to otner trains in the same
direction by block signals whose indications will
supersede tne superiority of trainsg.

509 (a). * % % fraing may pass Scon and Proceed
signals witnout stopplng, proceeding from such

signal to tne next signal indicating proceed, at
restricted speed not exceeding fifteen mlles per

nour.

607. I automatic block signal territory, wnere
eutometic block sipgnals are used in conjunction
witn interlocking signals, sucn signals will govern
the vee of tne blocks as well as the use of tne
routes througn tne interlocking, and automatic
block signal rules, in additlon to interlocking
rules, are in effect.
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General Ragulations redd in part as follows:

917. # % % At stops of usual duration and
under normal conditiong, a passenger train flag-
, unless specifically required to assiglt in
nendling passengers, should stend about thirty
Teel benind the train, * % * |

Time-tTable Sneclal Instructions provide that Rile 251 1is
in effect in the territory where tne accident occurred.

In tne viecinity of the point of acclident thne maximum
autnorized sneced for passenger ftrains moving on track No. 6 ig
70 miles per nour.

D~geription of Accident

No. 2, a nortn-bound first-class passenger train, con-
sisted ol engine 2449, one baggage car, one mall-baggage car,
cne vazcage car, slx coacnes, one chalr car, two coaches, one
cnalr car, two coscheg, one dining car, one club car and one
coacrn, in tne order named. All cars were of stcel construction.
After a terminal alr-breke test was made thig train departed
from Cnampaign, 112.21 miles scuth of 63rd Street Station, at
6:16 p. m., sccording to tne dispatcner's record of movement
of traing, 10 mirutes late, passed the tower at 67th Strecet,
1,140 feet soutn of 63rd Strect Station and the last open of-
flce, at 2:05 p. m., and stopped at 63rd Strecet Station about
9:07 p. m.,, according to the statemcnts of tne crew, with its
rear end standing 70 fect nortn of signal 6-817. About 3
minutcs later the rear end wes struck by No. 8.

No. 2, a north-bound first-class passenger train, con-
sisted of engine 2434, one baggage-dormitory car, two coachcs,
tnree Pullman sleeping cars, one dining car, three Pullman
sleeping cars and one observation car, in the order named. All
cars were of steel construction. After a terminal alr-breke
test was made this train departed from Champaign at 7:10 p. m.,
according to the dispatcher's record of movement of trains, 1
nour 5 minutes late. Soon after it departcd from Champaign, a
running test of thne brakes was made and tne brakes functioncd
oropcrly at all points wherc used cn route. No. 8 pacssed sig-
nal ©-918, wnich displaeyecd advance-approacn, passed signals 28
ABC and 137 ABC, winlcn displayed approacn, passed tre Tower at
67tn Street at 9:09 p. m., passcd signal 6-817, which displaycd
stop—and-proceed, end while moving at an estimeted spced of 8
to 12 miles per hour it collided with No. 2,

Tnere was no condition of the engine of No. 8 that dis-
tracted tnc attention or obscurcd tne vislon of the engincmen.

Tne force of tne impact noved No. 2 nortnward sbout 28
Teet. Tne front coupler of the first car and the rear coupler
of tne seventn car were broken. Tne rear vestibule of tne
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elgnteentn cer was telescoped. Tne front end of engine 2434
was conslderably damaged.

It was clear at the time of the sccident, wnicn occurred
about 9:10 p. m.

T. e train-sgservice employee injured was the baggageman of ‘
No. 2.

Data

According to tine timetable, No, 2 was due to leave 63rd
Street at 9:10 n. m.

Discussalon

Tne rules governing operation on tils line provide tnst
vnen a train le moving under circumstances in which 1t may be
overtaken by anotner train the flagman must take necessary
action to insure full protection. Wnen a train etops undcer
clrecvmgtances in wnicn it may be overtaken by anotner trailn,
the flagman must 2o back immedistely with flagman's signals a
sufficient distance to insure full protection; hnowever, under
tne general regulations, the flagman of a possenger train
makiny a regular stop 1s instructed to stand anout 3C feet To
tne resr of nis train unless ne is required to aselst in' tne
nandling of passengers. Under tne rules governing operation
in avtometic block-~signal territory, a train may pacs a slgnal
displaying stop-and-proceed without stopping, burt 1s required
to be operated so that it can ve stcpped snort of a traoin or
an cbstruction. All the employeesz involved understocd these
requlrements.

No. £, a first-class train, was due to leave G3rd Street
Station, a regulsr stop, at 2:10 p. m. This trein stopped at
S3rd Street about 9:07 ». m., with the rear end standing 70
feet norta of signal 6~817. About 9:10 p. m. the rear end was
gtruck by Nn. 8.

Wrien No. 8 wss about 1.5 miles soutn of ithe point wnere
the ecceldent occurred, the speed was about &5 miles per nour,
tie torottle wae open, the headlignt was lignted and tne
enf inewer were nmaintaining a lookout anesad. Brake-pipe pressuvre
cf ©0 pounds was being malntained. Tne englneer observed from
a dlstence of about 800 feet inat signal 6-916 was displaying
rdvance-approacn, and he made o brake-pive reduction of 7 pound.
As soon as the breke-pipe exnaust ceased ‘ne made o furtner re-
ductlon of 8 pounds. Tnie brake application reduced the speed
to about 30 miles per nour and, whnen the engine was a snort
dlstance nortn of eignal 6-918, tne engineer released tne brakes
and partially closed the tnrottle. Wnhen the engine was about
1,200 Teet soutn of tne roint of accident ne made another 7-
pound crezke-pipe reduction, wnican was not releaced, and the
speed wae reduced to about 20 miles per nour as the engine
passed signal 137 ARC. Wnen the engine was about 380 feet southn
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of slgnel ©-817, the enginemen obeerved simultaneously tne
lignted markers of No. 2 showins red to tue resr, and a fucee
viaicn asd just become ignited. Tre entineer immcdiately noved
tae orcke valve to emergency nosition and closed tae tarostle,
but ne could not stop his train cnort of No., 2. Tne speed was
Trom 8 to 12 miles mer nour at the time of the collision. Tae
first{ the memberg of tne train crew kncw of anything being
vron,_ wae wviaen tnie bdrakeg veore avplied in emergency. Tne bu
o thnlsg train ned been tested and nad functioned propcrly cn
route.

Tne Tlegmen of ko, 2 said tnat when hig train stopped at
B88rd Scrcet Station ne stationed nimself about 30 fcet to the
rear or tune train. He maintained a lookout along tne platform
g0 thnet rmien nis train was rcady to proceed ne could board it
witaoub belng recelled by the sounding of the engine vnistle,
as tne unnecessary use of the engine wnistle l1s pronibited
witnin tne corporate limite of Cuicago. About 9:10 p. m. ne
was 1nformed by a Trailn porter tnat all passengers were un-
loaded and as ne was gbout to give a lantern signal to proceed
ne glanced soutnward and saw Mo. 8 agbout 1,000 feet distant.
ie nad some difficulty in lighting a fusee but after it was
lignted ne proceeded toward the approacning train and gave
flagging signals, wanlcn were acknowledged. Tne flagman under-
stood tne requirements of the flagging rule and wnen tne speed
of nis trein was being reduced to rreke regular gtons at tnree
poinis souts orf €3rd Strect ne drovped off lighted red fusees
to provide protection, vut waen the speed was being reduced to
meke tne gtop at 63rd Strect ue did not drop olf a lignted fu-
see beceuse ae denended upon two interlocking nome signals and
an automatic block signal to the resr of nls train to vrovide
protection. Nevertnelessg, automatic block-signal rules do rot
dispense witn the observancc of operating ruvleg. The conductor
of No. 2 e€2i¢ thet 1t is custowary for a flagman to stand near
tne rear of nis train ot 83rd Strestv Station and, if circum-
stances require, to dieplay a lignted fusce. Tne flagman said
tnat wnen a traln is standing, = lighted fuses is used only in
an energency. 1ne engineer of Mo. 8 seld that if a lignted
fusce ned been displayed to the rear of No. 2 a snort psriod
before thne flegnen lignted tre one in cuestion, ne would nove
controlled tuae speed of Mo. &8 accordingly, encd tne sccident
vovld not neve occurred. Tane Tlagman nad about & minutes in
w.ilcn to provide protection, but ne did not go more tnan 30
feet To tne rear vecause a provision of the general regulations
concerning tne cduties of passenger-train flagmen did not re-
quire nin to procced to tihe rear more than 30 feet. Tne nodi-
fication of thne flagging rule resulting from the provision in
tne gencral regulations to the efrf~ct tnat at regular stons a
vasscrger-train flagman will take a position 50 feet to the
rear ol nils train, unless nis serviccs arc reguired 1in tae
nandling of passengers, practically nullifies tre avplication
of this rulec ot these locetions. If thne flagging rule nad not
been modified, tne flagman would have becen required to vroceed
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train ctopped and, under tne
cinity, 1f he nad oroc:sedsd at

ar averarc Lalt in tne time at nls dispogal ne could nave fur-
nisnecd sufficlient protection to prevent the eceidznt. Tac

investiz tion dileclogscd thot block-
extent

rclicd upon to a considerable
Tlagging rule.

I, the territory involved,
current of traffic on track Nzo.

oaceluent occurred 2t that time;

cations 7lgplayed by eignals 6-

gigrial indlcstlons arc

as 2 substitute for the .

treing are operated withh tne
& by automatic block slgnals,
trne indlcations of wnicn cupersede time-table cuperiority No.
wowog due to leave S3rd Street Station at 2110 . m. and the
nowever, under tne rulegs, No.
8 was not required to be opermued in accordance to tue scnecule
times of oTiaer trains but was requirea to te onerated in =c-
corcance with gignal indicationp
controlled tae speed of nis troin in accordance witn lhe inda-

Q-Lo

The engineer gold tast ne

28 ARC and 1o7 AEC, tut

failed to comply with tne indicetion of sigral 6-817, wnlch

Gisplayed stop-and-proceed. U

der

the rul¢s, a Gr rain is 1ot

required to stop before 1t vrroceeds beyond o glfnal displaying
vtop—una—proce d, but is required to be opserated in sucn manner

nad

tnat 1t cen e 5LODp91 gnort of a preceding train. Coneldcring
tae Teact that the rear end of lio. 2
tne last sifrel passed by the zngine of We. 8, if No. € nacd
neen PGQLir & to atop before it proceeded beyond a stop-snd-

proceed indicntlon and if itf

after 1t passed the slfnel, this

vented. T..e conditions niaclo

gnacy

stord cnly 70 Teet Dbeyond

nad been controllced rronerly

sccldent would nave hern pre-
ged by tnls investlLutlon 3lrect

attention to the necd for proper enforcement of tne operating

1ras causad by fallure

rule, «nd by Tailvure to

o
145
accordance witn sifnal indi-

r 1.1 .] \.) .
Couse
It 1s found thet this accident

properly Lo enforce tne flazpin
onerete thne following tre=in in
catiorn.

Drted »t Wesnington, D.

tay of Mry, 18438.

B the Commiesion, Comm

(SEAL)

C., this seventn

igslonsr Pattercon.

W. P. BARTEL, ‘l‘
Secretary.



