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Location:
¥ind of accident:
Tresinsg involved:

Trein numbers:

Engine numbers:
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Estimated speed:
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Gulf, Jolorado and fanta Fe
May 4, 104E

Lometa, Tex.

Treigat : Freignt

Fxtra 1072 South : Extra 1918-2922
Soutn

1e7e : 1918-3222

21 cars, cahoose : 44 cars, caboose

2sending : 20 m. p. n.

Tirmstable and train orders;
verd limits

Single; tanzernt; 1.24 percent
ascending grade scuthwerd

Jlear

1725 ». m.

1 killed; 3 injured

Pailure proverly to control
ein

speed of tr moving witnin

~
%)
vard limits .
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COMMIESEION

INVESTISATION ¥O. 2588

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCITENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THEE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACTI OF MAY 4, 1910.

, COLORADO AND SANTA FE RATLWAY COUPANY

June 12, 19485.

Accldent at Lometa, Tex., on May 4, 1945, ceused Dby
failure proverly to control tne speed of a train
moving wvitnin ysvrd limits

PATTZRS0O", Comrissioner:

Cn May 4, 19248, :ero was e side ccllision between
tvo freignt traineg on tue GulI Coloradoc esnd Santa Fe
Reilway at Lometa, Tex., winich resulted in tne deatz of
one emnployee, end tae injury cf three employees.

lUnder autncrity of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by tne
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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lo Temple, TeX.

| 73.5 mi.
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Inv. No, 28588
Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway
Lometa, Tex.

May L4, 1945



Locaticn of Accidert and otrob of Operation

Y Tom, s

. Tnis accident occ ur"ed on that ert of tne Southern Divi-
sion dengnaUea as tnﬂflnmrasas DiSuTlCt and extending vegtward
from Temple to Lome >ta, Texes, 73.% miles, and ‘thefice nortn-

westward .to Eroym ‘wood, Texas, 56.7 miles, a single-track line.
In the vicinity of the point of accident trains are operated
by timgtable and traﬂn orders. Thsre 1s no vtlock. systém in use.
Witnin yard 1imits at Lometa this line converges with a2 single-
track line deSignated as the San Saba District «nd externding .
westward to Eden, Texas, 98 miles. According to timetable
directions trains novin” Trem Termple to Brownwood are souta-
bound, and trains moving frem Eden to Lometa are norta-bound.
Hereinafter, time-table directiqns sre used in tnis report,

Tne soutn 1LL of a wye, 1,3E7 feeu long and hereinafter res
ferred to es track'l, cotnﬁcts the 1ine of tne Lampasas District
and the line of unv,Sﬂn Seva District. Tae switch of track l -
on tne Lampasas District, hereinafter referred to as switel. 1,
is 1.65 miles soutn of *nc station. ne switcn of track 1 con
tnhe San Saba District, aerelnalter referred to as switcn 2, is
1.64 miles soutn of the stotion. The accident occurred 2.68
miles soutih of the north ysrd-1init sign and 1.63 mlles soutn
of the station, ot th- foulins point of the Lampasas District
main track and tne turnout of ecwitch 1 From the ncrta on tns

Lampasas District the mein treck ies tanrent througnout a dis-
tance of about 2.5 miles, theh tivr.re is » 1° curve to the right
2,550 feet, wnlcn is follow:l vy a tangent E0€ fect to the

point of accident and a ccnsidsravls distance soutnward. For
movements from the San Sava Distriat to the Lamnasas District

on track 1 the curvaturz is 12°37' %c th: leof On. the Lempasas

District tre grede for scuth-neourné “ra2ins is 2
scerding 1,70C feet, then thers is a-vertical cu
walez is fo7lowed br a 1.24 nercentv ascending gra
to tne point of accldent and 820 feet southward

C varcent cde-
rve 1,000 feet,
de 1,150 feet

Cpersting rules read in part as follows:

L

Restricted Speed.-+Proceed prepared to stop
snort of train, obstruction, or anytning tnat
may require tne speed of a train to be reduced.

o) %* W % . L.
Q3. .

Within yard limits 211 ¢rains and 2ngines may -
use rein track, not protsecting ageinst second or
tnird class trains or e¢xtra trﬂlns out will give
. way as soon atc possible unon tuelr approacn. All
- excent first class traine will movs within yard
limits at restricted spced:; the responsibility
for accident witn respect to Second or third class
or extra treins reste witn the approacning train.
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Descriotion of Accident
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Extra 1072 South,-- a—svutq-bduna freignt traln consisted
of engine 1072, 21 cars and a caboose. T“lS train stalled .
wnlle 1t -was moviné on’ track- 1, er route from the San Saba
’Dlstrlot ‘to tne Lampasss Distrlct and stopped about 11:23
p. m., with the front erd of’ the' engine, standing on $he turn-
out-of switch 1 abou# 70 feet norta-of the switeh. "About 2
minutes later tne engine was struck by mxtra 1918 8922 Soutmv

Extra 1918 3922 Sautﬁ a seutnabound freignt train en
route from Temple to Brownwood consisted of ,engines 1918 and
3922, 44 cars and a cabgose, in tae order named. Thnis train
pdssed the nortn-ysrd-limit sign at Lometa, stopped in the
vicinity of the station, and departed at 11:15 p. m. About
10 minutes Tater, wnlle tnis train was moving at an estimated
Qpeea of 20 miles oer ﬂour it struck Extra 1072 Soutn.

The engine end the flrst two carg of Extra 1072, and both
engines and tne first six’ cars cf Extra 1°918-3922 were 6eralle4
and damaged. - -

v
+

.The weatner was clear »t thae time of tne accident, wnich
occurred about }1:25 v. n.

The engineer of the firet enging of EX‘ £18-3922 was
killed. Thne Tireman of Extra 1072, and tho fireran of tne
first engine and tne frcrt braknwan of Extra 1015-3°222 were _°

injured. - . ; '

A

DPiscussion - ° - > T "

Prior to tne acc;dowT tne train elspcuCer issued a mes-
sage instpucting taé’érew of each train tnat Extra 1918-3922
was to follow Extra 1072 from Lometa. About 10:8 P. m. tne
operator observsd that engine 1072 was moving soutaward on
tne San Saba District from the vicinity of tne station after
tne engine nad beer supplied wita water, and, altoougn tne
movenent of tnis train was not visible from tne viecinity of
tne statiocn, ne tnougnt Extra 1072 nad depvrueu soor. afterward.
About 11:1C p. m., tne overator imformed the crew of ‘Extra
1915-3922 tnet Ext a 1072 nad departed aboub 10: 55 D. M. [ow-
ever, the wnvestigatjon disclosed tnat Extra’ 1072 hsd stalled
on track 1 when it T-as vreparing te enver tne'lLempases District
rmain track at switch 1, and the engine fouled tub main tratck.
Tne members of the crew of Extra 1C72 were not aware tnat Extra
1918-3922 was apuwroacaing until the engincer saw the reflection
of the neadlignt immcdiately orior to the collision.

’

As Extra 1218-3822 was aOﬁroaculnv *qe point wnere the

accident occurred tne enginemer were maintaining a lookout
t
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ehcad. The trein-bri:ke systom wes in the cherge of th2 cngincer
of tne first cngine. The brokes nad been tested and nad func-
tioned »nroperly a2t all points wnere used en route. Tne Tireman
of the first engine s:ié he vrs not sware tnet engine 1072 was
occunying tne turnout of switch 1 until his engine was about
400 feet north of tae suitch. T“en ne called a werning to nis
engineer, wno immedintely moved the brake velve to emergency
posltion, but iY rras than too late to evert the collision.
Tne engineer of the firet engine was killed. Tne othner members
of tne crew were nct awarc of anything wrong until the brakes
were anplied in emergency.

Tnis eccident occurred within yard limits, =nd Extra 1913-
8022 wes moving 2t - 8peed of about 20 miles per nour wnen tne
collision occurred. TUné=r tns rulcs, the specd of this train
witnin yord limits wrs reguirzd to be so controlled thet it
could be stopped ¢lLort of o trein or an obstruction.
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It is found tanat this sccident wes ceused by failure
properly to conitrol thce speed of a Train moving within yard
limits.

Jated et Vashldngton, D. C., tais twolfth
day of June, 194¢8.
B tne Cornission, Commissioner Patterson.
W. P. BARTEL,
(SEAL)

Secretary.



