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INTERSTATE COLMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY COUCERNING AN
ACCIDENT ON THE GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY AT WOLF POINT,
MONT., ON AUGUST 10, 1934.

October 24, 1934,

To the Commigsion:

On August 10, 1934, there was a derailment of a mail
trein as a result of striking an automobile on the tracks of
the Great Northern Railway at & highway grade crossing ot Wolf
Point, Mont.,, which resulted in the death of 1 employee and the
injury of 1 nassenger and 1 employee.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on the Firest Subdivisicon of the
Butte Divislon, which extends between Williston, N.D., and
Glasgow, Mont., a distance of 156.41 miles. In the vicinity
of the pointv of accident tnis is a single-track line over wileh
trains are operatcd by time table, train orders, and an auto-
matic vlock—-signal system. The point of accident was about
900 feet west of the station at Wolf Point, where U.S. highway
No. 2 crcsses the track at an angle of 760, Approaching the
crossing from the east the track is tangent for more than 2
miles, and the grade for west-bound trains 1s 0.3 percent
descencing at the crossing. Tnere is a passing track which
parallels the main track on the north and an industry-house
track on the south, this latter track being 43 feet south of
the main track. Betweern the industry and main tracks the view
is unovstructed in either direction and the headlight of an
avproaching west-bound train can be seen for a distance of at
least 2 miles. West of the crossing therc is a cross—over which
connects the main track with the pasgsing track, the east
switch being a facing-point switch for west-bound trains; the
switch gtand is located on the south side of the main track and
about 70 fcet west of the crosstag.

U.S. highway No, 2 has a gravelled surface about 19 feet
in wicth and is planked at each track. Approaching the cross-
ing on the highway from the south, the highway is tangent for
a distance of 600 feet to a point just north of the crossing,
where the highway turns sharply to the left and then parallels
the tracks. The grade is slightly ascending toward the
crossing. At a poiat about 396 feet south of the main track
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tiiere 1g e standard hignvay sign, consleting of a metal disk,
vainted yellow, with the le’ters "RR" and crossed lines

paintea on it in Dlack. At a point 270 feet north of this sign
there 1s a state nighwayr sign indiceting thatl U.S. highway No.2
turns to the left at tinc next intersection, which 1s Just north
of the tracks. A standard higrkway crossing sign of the cross—
bar type 1s locatea 12% feet south of the industry-housc track,
Below the cross arms are two oil lamps displaying red lights
towerd the south, one on each side of a glass box upon vnich

in 4-inch letters is tne vord "STOP". The lights on this sign
arc not well maintuined, however, and are somewhat indistincey,
and part of the glass i.a the center section was missing vhen
inspected after the aczident.

The weather was clear and dark at the time of the accident,
wilch occurred about 12:16 a.m.

Description

West—~bouna mail Train No, 27 consisted of 1 coach, 2
baggage cars, 1 mail car, 1 baggazge car, 1 express car, 1
bagrege car, 2 cxnress cars arc 1 coach, in the order nancd,
nauled by enzine 2082,and was in charge of Conductor Moyer and
Encinenon Jelley. The cars were of all-steel coustruction with
the cxcenlion of the first bagpage car, wiich was of wooden
construction wilth steel reenforcements and stcel sheathiag.
Tais train passed 3rocktion, 35.18 miles cast of Wolf Point, at
11:35 p.m., on time, pnssed the station at Wolf Point at

12116 a.m., on time, and st:uck 2n automobilec wiich wes stellcd
Just west of the highway crossing while traveling at a speced

estinmated to have peen about 48 milcs per hour,

The ocutomobile involved in tnis accldent wae a Chevrolct
coupe, 1929 model, driven by Carl Brendsn of Drockton,Mont.
It had becn procecding northw.rd oa highwey No. 2, crossed over
the 1ondustiry track and then was turned to the left and became
stalled with one whecl over the south rail of the main track,
10.5 fect west of the crossing, wncre it was standing when
struck by Train No. 27.

The automobile was demolished and the wreckage carried on
the pilot of the engine, and on encountering the switch stand
at the enst end of the cross—over the switch stend was broken
loose from the nead block and released the switch points, ollow-
ing the train to enter the cross—-over where it was deralled.

The engine stopped 363 feet west ol the switch, leaning to the
right at an angle of about 450, and was considerably deomaged;
the Tirst three cars remained upright across the passing and
main tracks, while the fourth, fifth and sixth cars remained
in general line with the crogs-over. The engineman wvas killed
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and the firem.n was injured.
Sunmary of evidence

Firemen Gilmore stated that on approaching the statlon the.
enginenan gounded the statlon whistle signal, turned on the
automatic bell ringer, and then sounded the crossing whigtle
wiile the engine wes still east of the station, sounding it
agelin ac the enzine was passing the station or immealately
thereatfter. Firemen Gilmore was on his seat box looking ahecd
ana just as he reached down to turn off the bridge svprinkler,
when the engine was about an engine length ‘rom the crossing,
he caugsut a glimpse of an automobile or truck, the front wnecels
ot wairch anpearca to be over the soutli reil of the main track,
The automobile wac headed westward with no lightg showing on 1t
and he thought it gtood about a rod wect of the croscing,., Tne
engiaenan mucst have scen 1t about the same time as the fireman
felt the alr brakes apply and almoet at once there were pieces
of tne eutomcbile flying pac- hig window; the engne tzen
continued about an engine leagth and became derailed at tne
switch, Flreman Gilinore stated that as»proaching the croscing
he diu not see any one on or east of it, althoush the headlight
on hig engine was burning and ia good condition; he estimntco the
gpecd of nis train to have been 47 or 48 miles per hour,

Conductor Mayer hecard thc enginemon sound the station
whlstle signal as well as the crossineg signal, and on approaching
the station he looked cut of a window in the rear car 1n order
to see the train-order signal and again hearcd a crossing whistle
slgnal, wnile alter vacssing the station he feclt the air brakes
applied in erergency; he wac not nogitive that the second cross-—
ing signal was conpleted. After the accident he immediately start-
ed towerd the heaod end of the train anc found the brakeman and a
stranger, whom hc learned leter was the driver of the ocutomobile,
helping the injured fireman, and several hours after daylight
he overhcard this driver describe to Clalm Agent Dunni..s how
hig automobile beecome stalled on the track. Conductor Mayer
stated thal when he Tirst saw the driver after the accident he
did not enpcar to be under the influcnce of 1lguor.

Head Brekeman Taylor stated that as soon as the traln
stopnea he jumped off the rear car, which had stopped about 100
fect east of the crossing, and storted running ahead and when .
about at the center of the coach ke met the driver of the
automobile; the driver was excited ovut apnearcd to be sober.

Brakeman Waldrip, who w s decndhcading on Train No. 27,
stated thal after the accident he talked with thce driver of the
automobile, Carl Brenden, Brenden told him that he had heen
drunk the night before and edmittcd that he might have becn
slightly affected by the aftecr-effects of that drunk at the
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time of the gaccident. Brakenan Veldrip said that Brenden was
slow in answcring his questions, but he could not smell any
liquni on hlm at that time and he did not stagser.

Cleim Agent Dunning, who arrived at the scene about
3 asids, salc Brenden told him he had crossca onc track and
think ng that he was at the turn of hiphway No. 2 he made a
left Turn and became stelied withh the right front whecl ovoer
the ~outh reil of the main trac“, and on attempting to bacl:
up, the rcear whecls dug into the sqnd end gravel end e was
unable to move hig car. After aoout 2 or 5 minutes nc goi
out anc gtarted ecrogn the hishwey iIntending to go to the
station ond notify tiae operavor, but Just as ne ta”t,u he
sew tue headlight of the approaching trcin., He stafteo to
run and wave nisg hat, but the eaginc vnasscd hia when he had
rcachec a point about ol vay betveen the crosaing and
the station; he was on tnz couth or fircman'ec gide of the
track, Cla-m Apcent D ning stated tanal there was notilng
about Brongcn'g actions or l&lk that lea him to helilicve he
wes intoxicated. Special Agent Bgilev also sald he noticed
nObhlng about Brenden's actiones, hils breath or tic talk
that vould lead nim to belicve the driver hacd boen
on a druak; nec ﬁwppared perfectly normal at tlhat time, which
vas 9:350 a.m. Ag”nt Beiley also talked with scversl peodle
relative to Drenden's condition and *He oninion of all but
onec was thal he vas soher when they talked with haim after the
accident.

At the coroner's 1nqu<r Brenden vwas questioned by the
county attorncy and statcd khnt on lcaving ¥ Wolf Point apout
midnight he turncd off from the crossing too soon and nis car
becane stalled, ag or.viously described. He sald the coadition
of the lignte on Rin cor an 0% 004, that therc was only one
headiight burniwg, Siving a fairly good light, end that ne

left tris 1iont turaed on when e started tovard the station
after nis cer hat stelled; he and bouskt ncther bulb

the o afternoon but forpct to cihungs the bulbs., Cn amproaci-
ing the crossiag, however, he had anticed the rallroad crosc-—
ing gicn but saic tic light aid not anpear to be very brignt;
he Zad uged thls croseing twice previcucly curing the past
yecer. Diriver Brenden Turirzer statced that he hnd spent
consicerable time in becer parlorn »rior to the time he

started to leave Wolf Point, and that Le had had about six
£lasses o beer at one ple cu end several a% anothcer; he was
not very clesr as to Just how nsny he had had altogetper

and denied having had any Xulc“v In addilion Lo the la”“

of D:cr ac hought four bottles of becr v-ich he took Wlbﬂ nlm
ecconpanicd Ly a friend, to a »rivate residence where the
fricad was staying and wacrc nhe had another drink, saying that
he drerk only about one-half ol a hottle at that time. Wacn
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he started to leave Wolf Point he said that e knew what he .
was doing and did not think thet he was intoxicated.

The statements of two residents at whose home Brenden tock
tne beer corroborated his etalement that he drank only helf a
bottle of it, but in addition to tie beer they stated ho had
a pint of whigky, rrom which he took a drink while he was tlhere;
thig was about 11 p.m. Trhe woman who was with Brenden at that
timec s-id ke did not drink any whisky and she also seid that
during the evening Brenden drove over the crossing :nvdolved 1
tals accident.

Tennis Ren, who lived about 200 feet south of the crossing,
staved that he heard the car vhen 1t became stelled and it
secemed thet the driver spent about 15 minutes in trying to get
it off the crossing. lr Ren s:id on looxing out he ves unable
Lo see the car untll 1t wes roevealed by the headlisht of the
troin. He did not *hink trer. was o lisht of any kind on the
car; he vas posltive that thcre was no tail light butning, but
as the cear was headed northwest he was unable to sec its fronv
end,

tatements made by Tour other persons wno talked with
Brenden shortly after tihe occurrence oi the accident, auong
wiom were thec chief of nolice and an undersheriff, were to
thie (v fect that Brenden was sober at thal tiae,

Conclusions

Tiing accldent wags ceused by Train No. 27 striking an
automovile which had tuincd off the nighway at o grade crossing
and hao becone stalled on the traclk.

The evideneo zndicotes that the driver of the autowobile
becerme confuscd after passin ove. the first track, w.ich 1s
45 Teet Ifrom the nain track, ond thinking that he had passed
over all the fracks he turncce to the left with the idea that
he vas Tollowing the highvay, whzch turns to the left just be-
yond the crossing, and had gone only a short distance when nis .
car beceme stalled on the main track. On finding that he was
unable to move his carr, he startcd tovard the station and then
sau the Leadlight ol the aonrocaoching trein. Ee trica to flag
the train with his hat and stated thav he was avout halfl way
vetweon the crogsling and station vhen the engine passcce hii.
The brelkeman, however, gtated that hc met the driver coming
towvard him from the croscing just after getiing off the rear
car, vhich stoppned only 100 fect cest of the crossinzg. The
evidence further indiceted that the eagincman had sounded tuo
crosaing, vialstle sigials and that he ssw the automobilce juct
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in time to apply the air brekes in cmergency before the
acciocent occurrcd,

Tne driver of the autcmobile stated that hie had been in
ous beer parlors prior to the accident and had consumed
1:e1dereble ouantlty of beer, but denied having rhad any
higky, clthough there was some evidence to the contrary; the
L ments of many witnessecs who trlked with nim after the
occurrcice of the accident were to the efrect that he was
cober aand showed no indicatinuns of
no Hogltive statement can ve nade a
tine rne approached tliis crogsu
he was ..ot payi.g 1lf¢10li. t
going, particularly in view o
headlight burnirg on his cor, and
solely responsible ror stolling hi
thus rceeulting in the subgoguent d

b0 hig condition ot the
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'ev1as been érinking. While
1

t iz clecarly evident thet
ion Lo know where he was
Tact that he had only one
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that nis cwn negligence was
g auvtoriobile on the track,
ercilment o Train No. 27.

=

The rallrcad conpony cdvised tha® tney 2re prenaring 10
iaatell a crosging signal vihich will give poth sudible and
v15ible warnings of the approach of a traln from elther
q1f“otlon 1t 25 »Hrobhable, hovever, that $a13 parvicular

cident moul not have bafn srevented even had the sicnal
been 1in usge, Tor the autnmobile had run off the crossing several
minutes oelor the train avpproached the crossing.

Respectfully submiticd,
W, J. PATTERSON,

Director,
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