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SUMMARY
@

May 16, 1952

Great Northern
Supplee, Wash,
Head-end colllsion

Track motorecar : Frelght train
3496-M

1 Extra 134 North

Dlesel=clectric
unit 134

1 Caboose

Undetermined 20 m, D. he

Traln orders

Single; 3° curve; 0,55 percent
ascendlng grade northward

Clear
9:35 a, m.
1l killed

Fallure to provide adequate protection
for movement of track motor=car

That the Great Northern Ralliway Company.
provide adequate protection for

movement of track motor-cars on

its line
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO, 3463

Ill THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
ULDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT CF MAY 6, 1910,

GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY

June 17, 1952

Accldent necar Supplee, Wash.,, on May 16, 1952, caused by

fallure %o provide adequate protcction for the movement
of a track motor-car.

1
REPOAT QOF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On May 16, 1952, there was a head-end collislon
between a track motor-car and a freight ftrain on the Great
torthern Ruailwny near Supplee, Wash., which resulted in
the death of one meintecnance-of-way employee.

3

“Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Come
merce Act the above-entltled proceeding was referred by the

Commission to Commiasioner Patterson for consideration and
digpocition,
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. Location of Acclident spd Method of Operation

Thls adccident occurred on that part of the Spokane
Divislon extending between Mansfield and Columbla River
Wash,, 60.39 mlles, a single=~track line, over whilch trains
are operated by train ordera. There 1a no block system 1in
use, The accldent occurrcd on the maln track at a point
15,20 mlles south of Mansfield and 1,74 miles north of
Supglee. From the north there are, .in succession, a tangent

8 feet in length and a 3° curve to the right 1,703 feet
to the point of adcldent and 808 reet southward, From the
south there are, in succession, a tangent 2,641 feet in
length and the curve on which the accident occurred. Between
polnts 380 feet north and 3835 feet south of the point of

accldent the track 1s 121d in a cut. The west wall of the
cut rises to a maximum height of 13 fest above the level of
the tops of the rails, At the point of accident the grade is
0.55 percent ascending northward.

This carrier's operating rules read in part as, follows!
14, ENGINE VHISTLE SIGNALS

LA IR

The 8ignals prescribed are 11lustrated by "o" for

short sounds; %__" for longer sounds, ¥ % #
o
Sound. Indlcation,
o W o
(1) —_——— . Approaching * # # obacured

curves; also as frequently
a8 necessary when moving in
* % % obecured places to
warn trackmen and others,

. =t % W

Rules and instrnctions for mqintpnapco-of-way employecs
read in part as follows: :
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101, Line-up issued by the train dlspatcher regard-
ing traln locations must, when practicable, be obtained
from operators at train.orﬁer offlces before occupylng
the main track at the gtart of each day 8 work.

RS S A -

Additional line—ups may be obtained in the same mqnncr
durinv the day as.is- requlred ) o ,

*** . ’_-: AN *
[ ; = ) . o« ¢

' L
At pointq whore télegraphers are not employed, track
car operatorg may use trailn disnatcher's telephone to
obtain verbal information of train locatlions as 1s
necessary at the time of their movement ¥* # #

~ 102, Llne-uis or other infermation regarding train .
‘locations will ‘ot relieve foremen or others operating
" track cars from responsibiltity of protecting their cars
against collisivns wish trains, ‘engines, or other track
cars, as prescribed by thé'rules,

i

110, In operhting frack cars where view 1s obstructed
or impalred such as by curves ¥ # % the employe in
charge of cor must take the necessary precautions to pre-~
vent acclildent, .

Bul;etin instructions read in part as follows;

# % % foremAn-or other employe in eharge of any track
car must show each line-up he gets to all memkers.of his
crew riding on motor car with him or he must read it to
them.

When practlcable motor car operators must have a fresh
train lineup 1lssued on the prescribed form at the beginning
of the day's work., This report will give them information
on the lodation of trains on the district covered by the
lineup together wlith the intentionsg of the dispatcher

at the tlme lineup was lssued,

, The Information may be considered dependable for not
over an hour after the time of issuancc of the lineup.
Sul table precautions should bte taken for making movemcnts
1l th motor cars in territory where the length of visgion

+ 13 not sufficient to permit them to sce an approaching
traln far enough in advance to stop thelr car and remove
1t from the track before the train reaches them,
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Crews that have been working on line longer than an
hour since reccelpt or a train location report and deslre
to move by motor car in terrltory where thelir length of
vision 1s restricted because of curvea % % * or other
conditions, should filrst communicate with the dlspatcher
% % # 5nd ascertain if it is safe to do so., In case
1t is not possible to communicate with the dispatcher,
they must protect thelr movement by sendlng o flagman
ahead 1n keeping with thc rules.

The maximum authorized speed for tralns was 20 miles per
hour, The maxinum authorized speced for track motor-cars was
20 miles per hour on tangent track and 8 miles per hour on
CUrves,

Description of Accldent

Track motor-car 3496-M, occupled by a section fareman,
two sectlon laborers, and a track motore-car repalrman, departed
south=bound from Manefleld about 9:10 a, m, About 2:38 a, m,.,
whlle moving at an undetermined rate of speed, 1t collided with
Extra 134 lorth at a polnt 15,20 miles south of Mansfield and
1,74 nlles north of Supplee,

Extro 134 North, a north-bound frelght traln, conslsted
of Dieselwelectric unlt 134 and a caboose, The Diesel-eleotric
unlt vas of the road-switcher type, This traln departed from
Coluubla River at 7:35 a, m,, departed from Douglas, 8,73
miles south of the point of accldent and the last open offlce,
at 9120 a, m,, and while moving at an estimated speed of 20
miles per hour i1t colllided wlth track motorwcar 3496-M,

The track motorecar, which was not deralled, was moved
northirard approximotely 282 feet, It was badly damaged, Extra
134 North stopped with the front of the locomotive 232 feet
north of the polnt of accident, The front of the locomotive
was slightly damaged,

The sectlon foreman was killed,

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, which
occurred about 9:35 a, m,

Track motor-car 3496-M was of the four-wheel type. It
was povered by an 8«13 horsepower gasollne motor and was
equipped with four-wheel brakes, It welghed 1,045 pounds and
had seatlng capacity for eilght persons, It was equipped with
a windshleld.
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During the 30-day period preceding the day of the
accldent, the average daily movement in the vicinlty of the
point of »ceclident was 0,87 train,

Dlscussion

The rules-of this carrler provide that the operators of
track motor-cars must, when practicable, obtaln o line-up of
train movements before thelr motor-cars occupy the maln track
at the beginning of each day's work. On the line on which thils
accident oscurred there 1s no direct telephone connectlon
tetween the trailn dispatchers' offlce and the statlons north
of Coluabia River., The train dispatcher customarily transmits
a llane-un to the opserator at Columbin River about 7:30 a., m,
each day. The operator at Columbla River relays this line-up
to the agent at Douglas for the use of the sectlon forcmen at
Douzlcg ané Mansfield, Becausc the section foreman at Mansrfield
expericnced dirflculty in using the telephone, it was the
custom for the custodlian at Mansfleld to obtaln the line-up
from the azent at Douglas., Ordinarily the only traln
movement on thls line is a local freight which makes a
round trip three days each week,

On the day of the accident the members of the section
force ot Mansfleld reported for duty at 8 a, m. Eefore they
depnried from Mansfield a track motor-car repalrman made o
routine ingpection of* their tranck motor-car, When the
Insnection was completed 1t was arranged that the section
force *muld toke the repairman south to the polnt at which
the gectlon force from Douglas was working, During the
conversntlon the section roreman remarked that the local
frel-ht train was rissigned to operate on that day but they
necd not watch for the train untll after 10 a. m. Sonn after
9 a, m, the foreman enter~d the station and obtained a line-up
vhich the custodian had recelved from the agent at Douglns
about 8 a, m. Thls line-~up contanined the information that
Extra 134 North, consisting of a locomotive and caboose only,
hed departed from Columbia River at 7:35 a, m, After the
foreman recelved the line-up, the custodian, at the request
of the foreman, cnlled the agent at Douclas and asked him what
time he expected the traln to reach Douglas, The agent repllied
that he thought the traln should arrive about 9:30 a, m,

When the section foremun received thils informatlon he left
the svtatlon, and he and the other employees departed south-
bound on the track motor-car., The foreman did not mention
the line-~ur or the train to the other employees on the
track motor—car. As thé track motor-car was approaching
the roint where the accldent occurred all the occupants
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were malntaining a lookout ahead, Two of the surviving
occunanty sald they thourht the speed wes between 15 and

12 mileg per Lour, Torn thierd ssld ke thousht 1t was bhetween

30 and 40 miles per hour, 'After she trnck motor-car entered
the cut ln which the aceideidt occurrcd, the well of the cut
regtricted the odcuvpants! view of & traln approaching from

the snuth to a dlstance of about 535 feet, The surviving
oceupnnts sald that the folemern applled the brake immedlately
after the troln became visibie to them. The eolllslon occurred
before the track motore-car could be stbopped, |

As Extro 134 Nortn was npprorching the point wher: the
accldent occurred the enpglinemen were mnintalning a looxout
ar.ead from thelr pesltions in the control compartment of the
locomotive, The members of the trela Crew were in the cabonue,
The brakes of the train kad been tested 'and had functloned
proverly when used e¢n route, Thd crew had received no
inrornatlon that the track aheod wae occupled by o track
mo tor=car, The euginsep gounded the wregeribed englne-
whistle signal on the pneumatle norn an the traln was
closely aponroachlng the curve on whlch the accldent occurrod,
T™e fireman sald that wheh the track motor=-cor became visiole
t¢ hin he called a warning to the ensincer. The engincer
immedlately mnde an emerrency application of the braxes,
but thie collislon occurred before the traln could be sthornped,
Becausc of cuvrvature of the track, the englneer could not
see the track motor-sar before the ‘collisinn ocrurred,
Members of the crew estinated that thz spesd was about 20
mlics ner nour at the time the brrkes were applied,

According to the rules of thls carrler, the orerater
of a track motor-car must, if practlcable, obtaln a lince=up
before his metor-car occuples the maln trzek, but a llne=up
doeq 1ot relieve the operator of responsibility for colliclon
with a traln or another track mmotor-car, Traing ure not
restricted by the 1ssunnce of p line~up, and traln crews and
the operatora of other track motor-cars are not informed when
a track motor-ecnr 1s occupying the mein track, Thls investle
gution dlseclecsad that In the instant case hoth the train ond
the track wotor~cur were manvinz in czoeess nf the moximum
aunthiorized speed before the accldent occureed, The train
malntained an nvcrage gpeed of 2,6 miies per hour hetween
Columbia River and the poiut of zccldent. The ezact time
that the track motor=car devarted from Mansfield was ant
determined, The agent at Douglas thougi:t that the cusgtodlan
at Mangfleld called to lnquire about Extra 134 North betweeu
9:05 as me and 9:10 a, m, Tre custodian tiwousht this
conversation took place at ©:15 a, m, 1f the track motore~car
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departed from Mansfleld at 9:10 a, 2., 17 nalatolned an
average speced of 36,5 miles perr hour tetween ansfleid and
the voinsv of accldent., The fact thet the train arrived at
the point of accldent earllier than it would have if the speced
restrictions had heen observed may have contriovted to the
cause of thcraceldent, for the reason that the section foreran
apparently determined from the informatiqn recelved at
Mangfield that the motor-car could proceed some dlstance
beyond the point where tlic accldent ocrurred, Hovever, a
methiod of operation which places the responsibillty on the
operators of track motor-cars for cowmputing the running times
of ftralns and Judging the spproximate arriving times at
statlons and at other polnts dnes not provide adequate
protection for the movement of track motor-cars.

Since January 1, 1944, tihe Commission has 1nvestlgated
38 rollisions, including the present case, whioh wcre caused
by fallure to provide adeguate protcctlon for the movement of
track mo corecars, These accldents resvited in the death of
71 persong and tre injury of 121 persons, In the reports of
thesc aceldents the Commlsslon repeatedly has recommended that
the carrier involved should provide adeqnatc protection Tor
the movement of track motor-cars on its line, One of these
accidents, which resulted ln the death of & persons and the
Injury of 30 persons, occurred on the Great Northern Rallvey
near Slebcn, Mont., on September 8, 1948, ond this
recommenqation was included in the Commlscsion's report covering
the inventipeation of that accident.

Canse
It ig found that this accldent wes caused by failurc to
provide adequate protectlion for the movement of a track motor-
car,

Recommendation

It 1s recommended that the Great Northern Rallway Company
provide adequate protection for the movement of track mo corecars
on 1ts line,

Dated at Waghingtoa, D, C., this scventeenth
day of June, 1952,

By the Commlssion, Commissloner Patterson,

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,
Secretary,



