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Date:

Railroad:
Locatlon:

Kind of accldent:
Tralns involved:
Train numbers:
Engine numbers:

Consists:

Estimated speeds:
Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualtles:
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SUMMARY

June 29, 1852

Grand Trunk Western
Linden, Mich,
Head-end collislon
Frelght

Extra 3723 East
3725

51 carsg, caboosge

10 m. p. h.

.
L]

Frelght
Extra 3743 West
3743

102 cars,
caboose

40 m, D, h.

Timetable and train orders

Single; tangent; 0.43 percent
ascending grade eastward

Raining
2:30 a, m,
6 injured

Fallure to obey meet order
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UNDZR THE ACCIDENT REFORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,
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Accident near Linden, Mich., on Juie 29, 1952, causcd by
failure to obey a mcet order.
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1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commisgsioner:

On June 29, 19852, there was a head-end collision
between two freight trains on the Grand Trunk Western
Rallrocad near Linden, Mich,, which resulted 1n the lajury
of six traln-service employees, Thls acclident was
anvestigated in édonjunction with a representative of the
Michigan Publlc Service Commission.

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com—
merce Act the above-entitled procceding was referred by the
Commlszion to Commissioner Pattcorson for consideration and
disposition,
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Location of Accldent and Method of Operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Detrolt
Division extending between Durand and Detroit, Mich., 66,97
miles, In the viclnity of the point of accident thig is a
single=-track line, over which, at the time of the accldent,
trains were operated by timetable and train orders. There
was no block system in use. At Linden, 11.68 miles east of
Durand, a siding 1.23 miles in length parallels the main
track on the north, The east slding-switch 1s 3,470 feet
east of the station., The accldent occurred on the maln track
at a point 2,22 miles east of the east siding~-switch at Linden.
From the west there are, in successlon, a tangent 8,84 mlles
in length, a 0°30' curve to the left 1,375 feet, and a tangent
775 feet to the polnt of accldent and 2,37 miles eastward.

The grade 1s 0,43 percent ascending eastward at the point of
accldent,

Thls carrler's operating rules read in part as follows:
88, (SINGLE TRACK) At meeting points * % #

Between * #* % extra tralns, the traln in the inferior
time table dlrection must take the siding;

B W
89. (SINGLE TRACK) % # #
When necessary to stop to meet a traln, the train

holding the main track must stop clear of the swltch
to be used by the other {raln in taeking the siding,

W * W
214. * oW W
Conductors and enginemen must require their brakemen
and firemen to read aloud and know the contents of all
traln orders,
Formg of Train Orders

# % *

Form A-(SINGLE TRACK) Fixing meeting points for opposing
trains,



Extra 708 Norbti mees Extra 703 Sonth at B,
4o e
raing rnrceivins these ocders will run to the
aes ¢Hnatcﬁ points ard sherc meet 1a the monner nregscribad
by the Rules.
LI L
Timetable special auetristinng provide that east-bound

tradlnas oro sunorior to trawns of the eare clcogs 1n the opporite
arLreetinn,
Tine acyimum avthovizod speerd faor tlie trains involveld wos
4% miles per hour.
Dersgrintion of Acnident
Extra (728 East, an engt=touand rieight traln, corsicied
of engine 37C%, 8]l cars and e cobonse, at Durand, tre last
open olfice west of the pnint ol accldent, the crew received,
amon, s>tlrers, coples of traln order to. 1 rending as followS:
ENG 5743 RUN EXJRA PONTIAC 70 DURAND NEET EXTRA 723 FAST
AT LINDEN,
Extra 3725 East departed from Dursnd nt 1:5% n, m,, nassad
the cast siding~swlteh at Linden, where 1% was reqxiv‘d to atap
cle~x of the foullng point unlesc Extrn 374& West wos into
cle~r on the 1dmng, and while moving 2% nn eq*imated goeed
of 10 miles per hour 1t rollided with Extre 8743 West ot a

point D,22 miles eact of the zast

Extra
of en,ine

3743 West, &
3743, 102 cars ond a caboose
mileg east of Linden, the crew r~chVed
No. 1. This
Holly, 3.8 miles east of Llnden
2:10 and while moving a% on
per hour with Extrn

and the

Qe 1le,

it collided

wost-pound frelight

train decﬂrted from Pontiac at 1:30

e 3t1m'", 'de
723 Bost,

sidéi ’1”-::1 L uCﬂ.

train, conslisted

At Pontiac, P£,95
cnples of tr¢in orcer
a., m., vroeed
last open ol'flee, at
sneed of 40 miles

@
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Both cngines and tenders, the flrst 10 cors and tre Jc.v

truck of the eleventh car of Extra 3723 Zast, 20d the Tirst 7
cars of Extra 3743 West were derailed. The en=zines rorm~iica

upricht and approximately in line with the track, ZTaca trocor
was pcparatcd from its eagine, and the tenders ond tre dernli.ed

cars stopped in various positions on or near the track, The
eleventh car of Extra 3723 East wns slightly d-maged. Tre
engines and tenders and the other deralled cors were baclr
damaged. '

The engineer, the fireman, and the front braokemen of
Extra 3723 East and the encineer, tne firemsn, and tke T
brakennn of Extra 8743 West were injured.

It was ralning ot the time of the accident, which ocenrred
at 2130 a. m,

Discussion

Train order No, 1 established Linden as the mectinz poinsd
between Extra 3723 East and Zxtra 3743 West. Undor the rvco
Extra 3743 West was reaquired to enter the sidins at tre ennt
sidins—-switeh, and Extra 3723 Host was reculrsd ts stop elonr

f this switcn unless Extro 3743 West wns into clear on the
siding, :

The conductor of Extra 3723 Zast recelvsd conles cf
several train orders, including trnin order o. 1, at Dur-.ad,
The other members of the crew were on the trnin and tic tra
was moving when he left the office. He nanded coples ol X
traln orders to the Tfront brakeman as the eazine psngreed r17,
and then boarded the cobnose o8 the rear end of the train
passed, Each member of the crew read the troin orders, and
each understood the requlrements of train order ¥No., 1., &g
this train was approaching Linden the gpeed was about 40 miles
per hour, The enginemen wer,e in thelr usunl positions in ths
cab of the engine, the front brakeman was on the deck ol the
engine, aond the conductor and the Ilagmnn were in the caberse,
The brales of the train had becn tested and had functloned
propeily wihen used en route, The encineer sanld that becouse
ol a heavy raln and o stronzy wind he Xent the vindoir on ris
side ol the cab closed during most of the trip., A traffic-
control system was being lnstalled on thisg line, cad the signal
masts had been erected but the signnls were not placed in
service until © days after the accident occurred. Tne englnecr
sald that alter secing a slgnol mast whilci: he thorght ~as tre
nast located about 1-1/2 miles west of Linden he stood uwp
and put on hls Jacket, Eefore he returned to his seat he
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snaw what he assumed to be the crossing-whistle sign for a
rall=righway grade crossing west of the west slding~switch

at Linden, and he sounded the grade-crossing whistle sl mal,
When the engine entered the curve west of the polnt where the
accldent occurred the cngineer became awarc that the train hod
passed Linden., He immediately made an emergency application
of’ the brakes, The speed of the trein was reduced to about

10 miles per hour when thc collislon occurrcd, The engincer
s~id afterward that apparently he was coafused as to the
location of his traln snd passed the signal mast west of
Linden witliout se=ing it, then when he saw tiie slgnal

mast at Linden he mistook 1t for the mast located about 1=1/2
miles west of toat statlon, He thought that the engline nay
have pasced the siding while he was engaged in putting on his
Jacket, The fireman said that he was aware of the location of
the train as 1t passed Linden, but he overlooked the foet that
Lirden was the meeting point between hls train and Extra 3743
West, When the engine cntered the curve east of Linden he
observea tne headlight of the opposing traln and called a
warning to the other employees on the engine. The front brake-
man sald that because he was bothered with an achling tooth ne
was riding on tihie deck of the engine instead of on the broko-—
mant!s seat. Until he heard the [irceman c¢nll a warniag he wos
not auare of the location of the train., The conductor «nd the
Tlagman sald that they were cngaged in perforning cleclcenl
work after the trailn departed from Durand and that they ench
went to the rear platform of the caboose and inspected the
train at intervals, The flagman went to the rear platform
when the train was in the vicinity of Linden, bu% becnuse of
the raln and darkness he could not Immedint:ly identify a
landmark which would indicate the exact location of the

train, A short time later he realized that the traln had
pessed Linden, The brrkes were applied iln emergency by the
engineer before the flagman or the conductor could take

action to stop the train,

The engineer, the fireman, and the front brakeman of
Extra 3743 West were so scriously injured that they could not
be questioned during this investigation., The conductor and
the flngyman saild that the speed was about 40 mileg ner hnur as
the troin approached the point at which the accident occurred.
These employees were in the caboose and were not aware
that on accident had cccurred untll they investigated to
ascertaln the cause for the abrupt stop east of Lilnden,
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Cause

" It 1s found that thls cccident was caused by failure to
" obey a mcet order.

Drted at Washington, D, C., this thirty-filw@st
day of July, 1952,

By the Commigssion, Commissioner Pattrrsoin,

( SEAL) W, P. BARTEL,

Secratory.



