INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 1658

REPORT Or THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY CONCERNING
AN ACCIDENT ON THE GRAND TRUNK WESTERN RAILROAD AT FENTON,
MICH., ON SEPTEMBER 28, 1933.

Junusry 8, 1954.
To the Commission:

On September 28, 1933, there wss a head-end collision between
a passenger trein and three yard engines, coupled, on the Grand
Trunk Western Railroad at Fenton, Mich,, which resulted in the
death of 1 employee and the injury of 1 employee. This accident
was investizated in conjunction with the Michigan Public Utilaties
Commission.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on the Holly Subdivision of the Detroit
Division, extending between Durand end Detroit, Mich., & distance
of 66.97 miles; 1in the vicinity of the point of accident this 1is
a single-track line over waich trains sre operated by time table
and train orders, no block-signal system 1s 1in use but a train-
order block 1s maintained behind pessenger trains until the next
station 1s resched or an interval of 30 minutes has elepsed. The
accident occurred cn *the main track at a pownt 675 feet west of
the east switch of the siding at Fenton; the siding 1s 4,694 feet
in length and parallels the maein track on the north., Approaching
the point of accident from the west, the track 1s tangent for more
than 2 miles, while approaching from the east there is a 19 curve
to the rignt 3,830 feet in lengtn, followed by 2376 feet of tengent
%o the point of accident, The grade 1s practically level.

The depot at Fenton is located on the south side of the
tracks end 577 feet east of the west switch of the siding, or
3,442 feet west of the point of accident.

The weather was cloudy at tne time of the accident, which
occurred about 5:07 p.m.,

Description

East-bound extra 8375 consisted from east to west of yard
engines 8375, 8376 and 7479, the last two being in tow, and was
en route from Battle Creek to Detroit, in charge of Conductor
Lenon and Engineman Finch, with an engine watchman on each of
the last two engines. Extra 8375 departed from Durand at 4:30
p.m., according to the train shcet, passed Fenton depot at 5:05
p.m., train no, 19 having been overlooked, and had been brought
to & stop before 1t was gruck by that train.

West-bound passenger train no., 19 consisted of 1 deadhead
coach, 1 baggage car, 1 combinat¥on mai1l and baggage car and 1
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coach, 1n the order named, hauvled by engine 5038, and was 1n
charge of Conductor Houghton and Eaginemen Hemlin, The decdhead
cocch was of wooden construction, while the other cars were of
2ll-stecel construction. This train passcd Holly, the last open
orfice, 4,85 miles east of Fenton, ¢t 5 p.m., cccording to the
train sheet, on time, ~nd on recching renton it collided with
extro 8375 while traveling at o sneed estimated to have been
from 30 to 40 miles per hour,

Engine 8375 rcmeined upright, but 1ts front end was bodly
demeged «nd wedged inside the frame of engine 5038; the tender
of engine 8375 stopped on its side behind the engine and cross-
wige of the main track. Engine 8378 and its tender turned over
to the right and were bodly demaged, but engine 7472 was only
slightly dzmcged. Engine 5038 and 1ts tender were derailed, but
remeined upright with the front end of the engine locked with
engine 8375, The wooden conch in train no. 19 rode up and over
tne rear end of the tender nnd stopped on top of the tender and
engine, prectically demolished; thc sccond cor was derailed, but
remained upright with its forwerd end ageinst the rcer of the
tender, while none of the other equipment in this train wes
dercaled or demeged., The employee killed wes the cnginemen of
troin no, 19, ond the cmployee injured was the firemen of that
train,

Summary of evidence

Engineman Finch, of extre 8375, stnted that the three yard
engines were en route from Battle Creek to Detroit end thot he
participated in examining the brakes before leaving Battle Creek.
They moved over the Chicego Division to Durand, where they
entered upon the Holly Subdivision, and while ot Durand he
received from the chief dispotcher o Detroit Division time table
ond the chief dispatcher opencd 1t and pnointed out the Holly
Subdivision., Before leaving Durand nothing was snid between
the enginemon and conductor about train no. 19; the fireumen,
however, did ask the engineman if there was enything else besides
the west-bound extra they had received orders to meet. Shortly
after lecving Durand Engineman Finch again consulted his time
teble, but he scid he failed to notice the schedule of train no,
19, due at Fenton at 5:07 pem. After »assing the depot at Fenton,
moving at o speed of zbout 15 miles per hour, ¢« whistle signal
to stop was sounded on the second cngine and Enginemen Finch .t
once opplied the air brakes in emergency and stopped the yard
engines, following which the fireman gave warning of the approach-
ing train, end immnediately after they got off the yard engine
the collision occurred., Engineman Finch could not cee train no.
19 approaching as the curve east of the straight track upon which
the accident occurred was i1n Tavor of the fircman. Engilneman
Finch, who wasa regularly assigned engincmen on the Chicego
Division, said that he wede his loast trip =s engineman over
the Holly Subdivision, Detroit Division, in Januerry, 1933, on
a light engine, moking a movement 1in esch direction; he had
not been assigned regularly over this part of the division,
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but hed made 1rreguler trips, both s enpgincemen nd s fireman,
and coansidered thot he wos familicr with the terrsitory. Encsine-
man Finch was uneble to oifer :ny explaintion fer hzis oversight,

Firemen Powell, of the yerd ensines, vho wes ~ promoted
engineman, stoted thet hie dil not n-ve a Detroit Division time
table 1n his porsession, nor did he personally consult the ‘
enginement's time table, but thet beiore lcaving Dur-nd ne saw
tne enginem~an looking ;t the time teble ornd the eagineman in-
formed 2im thnt 211 of the achcduled trains hnd arrived., Fireman
Powcll h~d made tripes over the Holly Supiivision occasionclly
during the past few years, 23 engincmon nd alsc as firemsn, and
during some of those trwws ncd wet troain ne, 1€, but on this
occasion thet partzcular trein did not enter his mind and he
was entirely uncware of i1ts prescnce uatil ne sew 17 apnroaching

ross the 1nside of tas curve ebout 20 or 25 crr lengths away,
afLer the second eapgine hed sounded tro ctop sign~l on She
whistle, His lest trip wos uede in Fevrurry, 193>, ¢8 an engine
wetchmon,

Conductor Lenon szid thet he wre ridiny on the firewscn's
si1dc of the second ergine znd on necrinz vhe cast erd of the
slding at Fenton he looked across the incide o tne curve ond
saw smokc frowm the engiac of the oppceing train, so he shouted
a warning of denger to the cagine wotcamen, wno in fturn sounded
the whistle, and Jjust offer stoppling the collision cccurred,
Conductor Lenon had ¢ Deitroit Divivion time table in his posses-
sion and hed consulted 1t, but 1n some unexpl-ired wey he over-
looked troia no, 192; Le algeo lookpd ot the troin repister ot
Durend, but did not check 1t completely. Ee considered himself
familier with the Holly Subdivieion, heving. made freoucnt trips
as conductor and brikemnn, the last trip l-vin. been 1n August,
1933,

Surviving members of tne crew of triin no. 19 were unaware
of anything wrorg until the aiv br-keg were applled in oMeroency
Just prior to the accident; Conductor Houghton estimetcd the
speed of hLis troin to have becn ebout 80 miles per Lhiour wupproach-
1ng Fenton -nd cbousv 35 or 40 miles per hour 2t the time of the
collision; Baggegenm n Justin cotin ~ted the spoed 2t the time of
the aculuent to hnve been reduceéd t” :ooui 30 to 35 milcs per
hour., The air brokes hed been testced and workced properly.

Tests conducted at ithe point of sccident chowed that when
approeciing from the easi, ¢ traln stending at the p01nt of

zccident Tirst become visible when 1,247 feet distont, dut 1t .
could not be determined on which track 1t woso standins until

1t was only 923 feet dis*tent.
Conclusions

This accident wes cousel Ly tac crror of Conductor Lonon
end Enginenan Finch, of extra £075, 1n overlookinz tle tiue table
schedule ol 2n opposing first-class trein.
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Extra 8375 was en route from Battle Crcek, on the Chicago
Division, to Detroit, on the Detroit Division, via Durand, ond
Enginemen Finch said thet at Durand he received from the cnief
dispatcher o Detroit Division time table; Fireman Powell did not
nove a Detroit Division time table, nor did he personnlly consult
the one furniched to thc enginenan, buit he saw the engineman
looking 2t the time table at Durand and the engilnemen informed
him that 211 scheduled trains were in. After lesving Duroad,
the enginemnn agnin consulted the time teble, but failed to notice
the schedule of trein no. 19, end he was unawere of anything
wrong until a whistle s2gnal to stop was sounded on the second
engine, GConductor Lenon sald he looked over the train register
2t Durand, but did not check 1t completely; he also had o Detroit
Division time toble in his pocsession and had consulted 1t, but
overlooked train no, 19, Ncither the enginemen nor the conductor
could offer any explanation for their oversight.

Respectfully submitted,

W. P. BORLAND,

Director,



