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SUMMARY 

Date: 

Ra i l road : 

Loca t ion : 

Kind of acc ident : 

Trains I n v o l v e d : 

Train numbers: 

Engine numbers: 

Consists* 

Sp e ed s: 

Operat ion; 

Track -

Weather: 

Time: 

Casua l t l es : 

Cause: 

May 1, 1954 

For t Worth and Denver 

Ki rk land , Tex. 

Rear-end c o l l i s i o n 

F re igh t 

Extra 854 South 

D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c 
uni t 854 

66 cars , caboose 

Standing 

Passenger 

7 

D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c 
units 9981A 
and 9981B 

11 cars 

25 m. p . h. 

Timetable and t r a in orders 

S ing le , tangent, 0.13 percent 
ascending grade southward 

Foggy 

12:25 p , m. 

5 Injured 

F a i l u r e to o r o v i d e adequate p r o t e c t i o n 
f o r t r a i n occupying main track on 
time o f f o l l o w i n g superior t ra in 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3566 

I N THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

FORT WORTH AND DENVER RAILWAY COMPANY 

June 1, 1954 

A c c i d e n t near K i r k l a n d , T e x . , on May 1, 1954, caused by 
f a i l u r e to p r o v i d e a d e q u a t e p r o t e c t i o n f o r a t r a i n 
o c c u p y i n g the me I n t r a c k on the t l T e o f a f o l l o w i n g 
s u p e r i o r t r a i n . 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commiss ioner ; 

On May 1, 1954, t h e r e was a r e a r - e n d c o l l i s i o n be tween 
a f r e i g h t t r a i n and a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n on the F o r t Worth and 
Denver R a i l w a y near K i r k l a n d , T e x . , which r e s u l t e d In the 
i n j u r y o f two p a s s e n g e r s , one r a i l w a y - m a l l c l e r k , and two 
d i n i n g - c a r e m p l o y e e s . 

1 
Under a u t h o r i t y o f s e c t i o n 17 ( 2 ) o f the I n t e r s t a t e Com­

merce A c t the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d p r o c e e d i n g was r e f e r r e d by the 
Commission to CO^TIesloner C l a r k e f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
d l s p o a i t i o n . 
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L o c a t i o n o f A c c i d e n t and Method o f O p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f t he W i c h i t a 
F a l l s D : v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g bp tyre en C h i l d r e s s and W l c r i t a 
F e l l s , ?<»x . , 106 .2 m i l e s . I n t he v l c i r l t y o f t h e p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e , o v e r wh ich t r a i n s a r e 
one r a t ad by t i m e t a b l e and t r a i n o r d e r s . The re i s no b l o c k 
system i n u s e . A t K i r k l a n d , 5 .9 m i l e s sou th o f C h i l d r e s s , 
a s i d i n c ^ l 0 i 1 7 f e e t i n l e n g t h p a r a l l e l s the main t r ack on 
the e a s t . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the main t r a c k a t a 
p o i n t 7 ,7 T i l e * south o f C h i l d r e s s pnd 3,453 f e e t no r th o f 
t he north- s i d l n g - s w l t c h a t K i r k l a n d . From the n o r t h t h e r e 
Ave, i n s u c c e s s i o n , a tanpent more than 6 m i l e s i n l e n g t h , 
a l ' -OS ' cu rve t o the l e f t 1,104 f e e t J and a t a n g e n t 4 ,305 
f e e t to the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e 
southward . The prade f o r south-bound t r a i n s v a r i e s be tween 
l e v e l and 1.03 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n " th roughout a d i s t a n c e 
o f 1.3 ^ i l ^ s i m m e d i a t e l y n o r t v o f t h e o o l n t o f a c c i d e n t , ond 
a t t ha t p o i n t i t i s 0 .16 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g . 

T h i s c a r r i e r ' s op^ra t ln f 1 r u l e s read i n n a r t as f o l l o w s : 

DEFINITIONS 

Reduced S p e e d , — P r o c e e d p r e p a r e d to 3 top s h o r t o f 
t r a i n , o o s t r u c t i o n , o r a n y t h i n g tha t ^ay r a i u i r e the 
speed of a t r a i n to he r e d u c e d . 

C. Day s i g n a l s must be d i s p l a y e d f r o ^ s u n r i s e to 
s u n s e t , but when day s i g n a l s cannot be p l a i n l y s e e n , 

ru ~Lt s i g n a l s must be used i n a d d i t i o n . 

1 1 . A t r a i n o r e n g i n e f i n d i n g a f u s r e b u r n i n g r e d , 
on o r near i t s t r a c k , must s t o p . * * * 

1 5 . The e x p l o s i o n o f two t o r p e d o e s I s c* s i g n a l t o 
p r o c e e d a t Reduced Speed f o r one m i l e . * * * 

# * » 

3b, The f o l l o w i n g s i g n a l s w i l l be used by " l a - T e n : 

Day 3 ] m a l s — A r e d f l a p . 
T o r p e d o e s and 
P êd f u s e e s . 

•ii- * * 
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7 3 . Ex t r a t r a i n s a r e i n f e r i o r to r e g u l a r t r a i n s . 

8 6 . Un les s o t h e r w i s e p r o v i d e d , an i n f e r i o r t r a i n 
must be c l e a r a t the t ime a s u p e r i o r t r a i n i n the 
same d i r e c t i o n i s due to l e a v e the n e x t s t a t i o n in 
t he r e a r where t ime i s shown, but n o t l e s s than f i v e 
m i n u t e s . 

9 9 . * * * 

When a t r a i n s t ops under c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n which i t 
may be o v e r t a k e n by ano the r t r a i n , the f l a g m a n must go 
back i m m e d i a t e l y w i t h f l a g m a n 1 s s i g n a l s a s u f f i c i e n t 
d i s t a n c e to i n s u r e f u l l p r o t e c t i o n , p l a c i n g two 
t o r p e d o e s and, when n e c e s s a r y , I n a d d i t i o n , d i s p l a y i n g 
l i g h t e d f u s e e s . * * * 

When a t r a i n s t o p s under c i r cums tances i n which i t 
. may be o v e r t a k e n by a n o t h e r t r a i n , the engineman w i l l 

i m m e d i a t e l y s i g n a l the f l agman to p r o t e c t the r e a r . 
* * * 

# # * 

The maximum a u t h o r i z e d speeds a r e 55 m i l e s p e r hour 
f o r D i e s e l - p o w e r e d f r e i g h t t r a i n s and 65 m i l e s p e r hour 
f o r D i e s e l - p o w e r e d p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s . 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f A c c i d e n t 

E x t r a 854 South, a south-bound f r e i g h t t r a i n , c o n ­
s i s t e d o f D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t 854, 66 c a r s , and a c a b o o s e . 
A t C h i l d r e s s , tne i n i t i a l s t a t i o n , members o f t h e c rew 
r e c e i v e d , among o t h e r s , c o p i e s o f t r a i n o r d e r N o . 11 r e a d i n g 
as f o l l o w s : 

NO 7 ENG- 9981A HUN 40 KINUTES LATE 
CHILDRESS TO QUANAH 

and t r a i n o r d e r N o . 13 r e a d i n g a s f o l l o w s 

EXTRA 854 SOUTH WILL NOT PROTECT A'GAINST 
FOLLOWING EXTRA TRAINS BETWEEN CHILDRESS 
AND QUANAH UNTIL 1 30 P 14 FOLLOWING 
EXTRA TRAINS"MUST NOT LEAVE CHILDRESS 
BEFORE 1 30 P M 
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Quanah i s 2 8 . 4 m i l e s sou th o f C h i l d r e s s . Ext ra 854 South 
d e p a r t e d from C h i l d r e s s a t 11* 2c a . m. and w h i l e r e d u c i n g 
speed p r e p a r a t o r y to e n t e r i n j the s i d i n g a t K i r k l a n d an 
emergency a p p l i c a t i o n o f the "brakes o c c u r r e d an a r e s u l t o f 
a s e p a r a t i o n in the t r a i n . The t r a i n s topped a u 11 45 a. m. 
w i t h tho rear end 3,453 f e e t n o r t h o f the n o r t h s i d l n g - s ^ i t c h . 
About 40 ml n a t e s l a t e r , a ^ t e r a second s e p a r a t i o n i n the 
t r a i n nad o c c u r r e d , the r e a r end wa*̂  s t ruck by Mo. 7. 

Mo. 7 , a south-bound ^ l r s t - c l a s ^ p a s s e n g e r t r a i n , c o n ­
s i s t e d o f D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c u n i t s 9381A and 9C8r3, eoup led In 
m u l t i p l e - u n i t c o n t r o l , one b a g g a g e - m a i l c a r , f i v e baggage 
c a r s , two c o a c h e s , t**o s l e e p i n g cars , and one d i n i n g e a r , 
I n the o r ^ e r named. The f i r s t , f i f t h , and s i x t h ca r s and 
the n i n t h to the e l e v e n t h c a r s , I n c l u s i v e , we^e o f a l l -
s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n , the e i r h t h ca r ires o f l l - h t v e l z r n t s t e e l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , and the o t h e r c a r s were o f s t e e l - u r d e r f r a m e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . A t C h i l d r e s s , Tor /be r s o f the c rew r e c e i v e d , 
among o t h e r s , c o p i e s of t r a i n n r d e r N o . 1 1 . T h i s t r a i n 
d e p a r t e d from C h i l d r e s s a t 12 ' 15 p . n . , 56 minu tes l a t e , and 
X/h i le riOvlnf on the i-ain tracK a t a speed o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
Co " i l e a p e r hour i t s t ruck t ne r e a r end o f E x t r a 854 South. 

The caboose and the r e a r t h r e e c a r s o f E x t r a 854 South 
were d e r a i l e d and s topped in v a r i o u s p o s i t i o n s on o r near 
the t r i c k . The caboose and t r e rear c^r were d e s t r o y e d . 
The second car f r o * the i ear war b a d l y damaged, and the o t h e r 
d e r a i l e d car was s l i g h t l y damaged. No. 7 s t opped w i t h th*3 

f r o n t e ra o f t h e l o c o i o t l v p a p p r o x i m a t e l y 70 f e e t south o f 
the p o i n t o f c o l l i s i o n . Tne f i r s t D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c un i t 
v:r, somewhat damaged. No eauipment of t h i s t r ' - l n was d e r a i l e d . 

The we-itr.er was fo ' ; py a t the t i ' r e o f t he a c c i d e n t , 
v h l e n o c c u r r e d about 12 £5 p . m. 

The D l e s e l - e l e c t r l c u r i t s o f N o . 7 were eau ipped w i t h 
24HL b r a ^ e e c u i p T e n t . D i ^ j e l - e l c c t r l c u n i t 9?81A was 
eauipped w i t - an o s c i l l a t i n g red h e a d l i g h t , t ^ e c o n t r o l s o f 
wrr ch a r c so a r r anged *_iat i t w i l l be d i s p l a y e d and the 
c o n v e n t i o n a l r e a o l i p h t w i l l t ° e x t i n g u i s h e d when an emergency 
a p p l i c a t i o n o f the b rakes i s made. 

D l s c u c o l o n 

Ex t r a 854 South d e p a r t e d "worn C h i l d r e s s a t 1 1 ' 2 5 a. m. 
The f i r s t s i d i n g south of C h l l d r e r s a t which t h i s t r a i n 
could c l e a r the Ta in t r a c k i as a t K i r k l a n d . N o , 7, under 
the p r o v i s i o n s o f t r a i n o r d e r N o . 1 1 , was due t o l e a v e 
C h i l d r e s s a t 11-59 a. m. and K i r k l a n d a t 12 09 p . m. I f 
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Ex t r a 654. South f a i l e d to c l e a r the t ime o f No . 7 as 
p r e s c r i b e d by r u l e N o . 86 the crew was r e q u i r e d to p r o v i d e 
r r o t o c t i o n as p r e s c r i b e d by r u l e N o . 9 9 . 

When E x t r a 854 South d e p a r t e d from C h i l d r e s s the e n g i n e e r 
the f i r e m a n , and the f r o n t brakeman were on the l o c c o t i v e . 
The conduc to r and t h e f l agman were i n the c a b o o s e . Because 
o f f o g wnlch r e s t r i c t e d v i s i b i l i t y i n the v i c i n i t y i t w-3S 
n e c e s s a r y t o use a l i g h t e d f u s e e to g i v e a p r o c e e d s i g n a l 
f rom the r e a r end o f the t r a i n a f t e r i t c l e a r e d the y a r d 
t r a c k s and the m a i n - t r a c k s w i t c h had been r e s t o r e d to normal 
p o s i t i o n . The e n g i n e e r s a id tha t he and the conduc to r had 
d i s c u s s e d the work which t h e i r t r a i n was to p e r f o r m en r o u t e 
and had d e c i d e d t h a t i t was a d v i s a b l e to t ake s i d i n g a t 
K I r e l a n d f o r N o . 7, As the t r a i n was a p p r o a c h i n g the n o r t h 
s i d i n g - s w i t c h a t t ha t s t a t i o n he made a s e r v i c e a p p l i c a t i o n 
o f the b r a k e s . When the speed had been reduced to about 10 
n i l c s p e r hour an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n o f t he b rakes o c c u r r e d 
The t r a i n s topned w i t h the l o c o m o t i v e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 150 f e e t 
n o r t h o f the n o r t h s i d i n g - s w i t c h . The f r o n t brakeman 
i m m e d i a t e l y a l i g h t e d f rom the l o c o m o t i v e and l i n e d the s w i t c h 
f o r e n t r y to the s i d i n g . The e n g i n e e r e s t i m a t e d tha t f o g 
r e s t r i c t e d v i s i b i l i t y t o a d i s t a n c e o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 900 f e e t , 
Ke s a id t h a t when b r a k e - p i p e p r e s s u r e was no t p r o m p t l y 
r e s t o r e d ne became concerned and sounded the w h i t t l e s i g n a l 
f o r the f l agman t o p r o t e c t the r e a r end o f the t r a i n , Ke 
then i n s t r u c t e d the f r o n t brakeman t o i n s p e c t t he f o r w a r d 
p o r t i o n o f the t r a i n . The conduc to r and the f l agman s a i d 
t h a t they had o b s e r v e d t h a t the marker lamps a t the r e a r o f 
the caboose were l i g h t e d when t h e i r t r a i n l e f t C h i l d r e s s . 
The c o n d u c t o r s a id t h a t when the t r a i n s topped as a r e s u l t 
o f an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n o f the b rakes he I m m e d i a t e l y 
warned the f l agman t h a t N o . 7 was due to l e a v e C h i l d r e s s a t 
11 :59 e . m. He s a i d t h a t soon a f t e r w a r d he o b s e r v e d t h e 
f l agman l e a v e the caboose and p r o c e e d nor thward t o p r o v i d e 
p r o t e c t i o n . Ke then l e f t the caboose to I n s p e c t the t r a i n . 
He found tha t a s e p a r a t i o n had o c c u r r e d a t the r e a r o f t h e 
f 1 1 t y - s e v e n t h car where s l a c k a c t i o n had a c t u a t e d a l o n g 
p i n l i f t e r and uncoupled the c a r s . Because o f d i f f i c u l t y 
I n t r a n s m i t t i n g s i g n a l s i n the f o g , t h e r e was oons ide j a b l e 
d e l a y i n making the movements n e c e s s a r y to c o u p l e the t r a i n . 
I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r i t was coupled a second s e p a r a t i o n o c c u r r e d 
a t a n o t h e r p o i n t i n the r e a r p o r t i o n o f the t r a i n . The 
conduc to r and o t h e r members o f the crew i n the v i c i n i t y o f 
the f r o n t end o f the t r a i n were a t t e m p t i n g to c o u p l e t he 
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s e p j r a t e i . p o r t i o n s in o i d p r t o eiove the t r a i n o l e a r o f tne 
main t r a c k when the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . The f l ag i r an s a i d t h a t 
a f t e r he l e f t the caboose he p r o c e e d e d nor inward w i t h f l a g m a n ' s 
s i g n a l s to a p o i n t ironed l a t e l y n o r t n o f the c u r v e to the r e a r 
of h i s t r a i n , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1.02 i r i l a s n o r t h o f the p o i n t a t 
which the caboose s t o p p e d , where he p l a c e d two t o r p e d o e s 
two r d . i l - l e n g t h s a p a r t on the w3st r a i l . Fe s a i d tna t ne 
tnen r e + ; r n e d to tne v i c i n i t y o f K i l e P o s t 213, l o c a t e d 
2,62 rJ f e e ! no r th o f the r o a r end o f h i s t r a i n , V i s i b i l i t y 
in tne v i c i n i t y o f the cu rve was r e s t r i c t e d by f o g to 
d i s t a n c e s v a r i o u s l y e s t i m a t e d as from 450 f e e t to 600 f e e t . 
The flap-man sa id t . a t as N o . 7 -tporoached fie l i g h t e d a r e d 
fusee o.nd gave s top s i g n a l s , Kc s a i d t ha t nils s i g n a l s 
were no t ^ K n o w l e d g e a and he o b s e r v e d as the t i ' a l n passed 
tha t the c o n v e n t i o n a l w h i t e H e a d l i g h t o f the l o c o i r o t i v e 
uas l i g h t e d and t n a t there were no i n d i c a t i o n s o f a c rake 
a p p l i c a t i o n n a v i n g been made. 

As N o . 7 was a p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t where the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d the e n g i n e e r and the f i r e m a n were m a i n t a i n i n g a 
l o c k o u t ahead from t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e p o s i t i o n s i n the c o n t r o l 
cTmpartnent a t the f r o n t o f tne l o c o m o t i v e . The nombe^s of 
the t i a i n c rew were in v a r i o u s l o c a t i o n s I n the cars o f t h e 
t r a x r . The e a d l i g h t was l i g h t e d b r i s n t l y u The brakes o f 
t n i s t r a i n had been t e s t e d and had f u n c t i o n e d p r o p e r l y when 
usea en r o u t e . The e n g i n e e r s a i d tha t he sounded the f r a d e -
c r o s s i n g w h i s t l e s i g n a l f o r a highway c r o s s i n g l o c a t e d 3 r 2 5 1 
f e e t n o r t h o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and p r o l o n g e d the s i g n a l 
u n t i l the l o c o m o t i v e r eached the c r o s s i n g * He s a i d tnat 
i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r w a r d he o b s e r v e d a l i g h t e d r e d f u s e e . 
Ke i m m e d i a t e l y c l o s e d the t h r o t t l e and aiade an emergency 
a p p l i c a t i o n of the b r a k e s . He s a i d tha t he then acknowledged 
the f l a g g i n g s i g n a l s and opened the sander v a l v e and t h a t 
d u r i n g t h i s t ime the l o c o m o t i v e e x p l o d e d two t o r p e d o e s . 
The f i r e m a n s a i d t h a t he c a l l e d a warn ing when he o b s e r v e d 
the l i g h t e d r e d f u s e e . He thought the e n g i n e e r i n i t i a t e d 
a s e r v i c e a p p l i c a t i o n b e f o r e the b rakes w t r e a p p l i e d i n 
emergency . He s a i d tha t he o b s e r v e d the f l a g m a n s tep c l e a r 
o f the t r a c k and t ha t the t o r p e d o e s were e x p l o d e d when the 
l o c o m o t i v e was c l o s e l y a p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t a t which the 
l i g h t e d r e d f u s e e was d i s p l a y e d . The c o n d u c t o r s a i d tha t 
in the v i c i n i t y o f M i l e P o s t 213 the b r a k e s were a p p l i e d 
but he was n o t aware that an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n had been 
made. The t r a i n p o r t e r sa id t h a t he was i n t h e v e s t i b u l e 
be tween the s e v e n t h and e i g h t h ca r s when the b rakes were 
a p p l i e d i n emergency but he was unable t o e s t i m a t e the 
d i s t a n c e t he t r a i n moved b e f o r e the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . The 
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f lagman s a i d t h a t he became concerned because o f t h e heavy 
b rake a p p l i c a t i o n and opened a v e s t i b u l e d o o r o f the r e a r car 
and loomed f o r w a r d a f e w seconds b e f o r e the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , 
A r a i l w a y - m a l l c l e r k s a i d he though t the b rakes were a p p l i e d 
in emergency a p p r o x i m a t e l y 15 seconds b e f o r e t he a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d , 

I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d the f lagman 
o f N o . 7 p r o c e e d e d nor thward w i t h f l a g m a n 1 s s i g n a l s to 
p r o v i d e p r o t e c t i o n f o r h i s t r a i n * H e ' s a i d t h a t he met the 
f l agman o f Ex t r a 854 South a t a p o i n t be tween a c u l v e r t 
l o c a t e d 2 5 1 7 4 f e e t n o r t h o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and K i l e 
F o s t 213 . The f l agman o f E x t r a 854 South was p r o c e e d i n g 
southward a t t ha t t i m e . 

A l l members o f the crew o f E x t r a 854 South read and 
unde r s tood the t r a i n o r d e r s I s s u e d f o r t h e i r t r a i n . They 
under s tood tha t p r o t e c t i o n was no t r e c m i r e d a g a i n s t f o l l o w i n g 
e x t r a t r a i n s be tween C h i l d r e s s and Quanah b e f o r e 1:30 p„ m. 
When t h e i r t r a i n s topped n o r t h o f tho n o r t h s i d i n g - s w i t c h 
a t K l r k l a n d t h e y were aware t h a t un l e s s i t was c l e a r o f t h e 
main t r a c k b e f o r e 11"59 a, m. i t would be on the t ime o f 
No , 7 and p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t the s u p e r i o r t r a i n would be 
renu i red , , Soon a f t e r the t r a i n s t o p p e d , the f l agman 
p r o c e e d e d nor thward >Tith f l a g m a n ' s s i g n a l s to p r o v i d e such 
p r o t e c t i o n . However , t he enginemen o f ^ o . 7 s a i d t h a t they 
d id no t r e c e i v e any f l a g g i n g s i g n a l s and d i d no t see a l i g h t e d 
r e d f u s e e u n t i l t h e i r l o c o m o t i v e was south o f a highway 
c r o s s i n g l o c a t e d 3 ,251 f e e t n o r t h o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t 
and t ha t t o r p e d o e s wore not e x p l o d e d u n t i l the l o c o m o t i v e 
was c l o s e l y a p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t a t which the l i g h t e d 
f u s e e was d i s p l a y e d . Examina t ion o f the t ape o f t he s p e e d -
r e c o r d i n g d e v i c e o f the l o c o m o t i v e o f No . 7 i n d i c a t e s tha t 
t h i s t r a i n was moving a t a speed o f about 67 m i l e s p e r hour 
when the b rake a p p l i c a t i o n became e f f e c t i v e and tha t the 
speed was reduced to a p p r o x i m a t e l y 25 m i l e s o e r hour a t the 
p o i n t o f c o l l i s i o n . Under t he se c i r c u m s t a n c e s i t appears 
t ha t the d i s t a n c e f rom which f l a g g i n g s i g n a l s w e r e g i v e n 
was no t s u f f i c i e n t t o p r o v i d e f u l l p r o t e c t i o n . 

A c c o r d i n g to t ne p r o v i s i o n s o f the Commiss ion ' s o r d e r 
o f June 17, 1947, Docke t No . 29543, a l i n e on which any 
p a s s e n g e r t r a i n i s o p e r a t e d a t a speed o f 60 o r more m i l e s 
p e r hour o r any f r e i g h t t r a i n i s o p e r a t e d a t a speed o f 50 
o r more m i l e s p e r hour must be cau ipped w i t h an a u t o m a t i c 
o r a manual b l o c k - s i g n a l system which meets the Commiss ion ' s 



s t a n d a r d s . On September 14, 1951 , t h i s c a r r i e r was g r a n t e d 
an e x t e n s i o n o f t ime u n t i n December 31 , 1952, i n which to 
comple t e ' n s t a l l a t i c n i f an a u + o n a t i c b L c c k - s i g n a l system 
mee t ing t a e s e l e q u i r e m e n t s on the l i n e on which t h i s a c c i d e n t 
occu r r ed* T n l s r e l i e f S l e w e d , d u r i n g tha t p e r i o d , main tenance 
o f t r a i n speeds not i n e x c e s s o f those which w i l l be 
p e r m i t t e d upon c o m p l e t i o n o f the s 4 ena l i n s t a l l a t i o n . 
The c a r r i e r has no t comple ted s i g n a l i n s t a l l a t i o n i n the 
t e r r i t o r y whore the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d and i t has not 
r e q u e s t e d r e l i e f ncr has r e l i e f been g r a n t e d s i n c e the 
e x p i r a t i o n o f the p r e v i o u s o r d e r . Under t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 
main tenance o i the p r e s e n t l y a u t h o r i z e d speeds f o r D i e s e l -
powered p a s s e n g e r and f r e i g h t t r a i n s i n t h i s t e r r i t o r y i s 
i n v i o l a t i o n o f the Commiss ion ' s o r d e r o f June 17 , 1947 
Had the b l o c k cysuem been i n s p r v i c e on t h i s l i n o t h i s 
a c c i d e n t p r o b a b l y would have Lean p r e v e n t e d . 

Pause 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by f a i l u r e t o p r o v i d e 
adcoucite p r o t e c t i o n f o r a tr t i n o c c u p y i n g the main t n c k 
on the t ime o f a f o l l o w i n g s u p e r i o r t r a i n . 

Dated a t Wash ing ton , D, C. , t h i s f i r s t 
day o f June, 1954, 

By the Commission, Commissioner C l a r k e . 

( SEAL) OEOROE Wt LAIRD, 

S e c r e t a r y , 


