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Dete;
Railroad:
Location:

Eind of aAqcldent:

Equipment involved:

Train numder:

Locoro tive nunber:

Consiet:
Estimated speeds:
Operation:

Traoka!

Yeather:
Time:
Casual tien;

Cause:

by ]
(]

SUMMARY

Ggpiember 8, 1805
Erie

Dsoatur, Ind,
Hegr-end oplliaien

Treak motor-car
nrg

10 m, p. h.
Blgnal indlcations

Report Ho., 38851

Freight train

Exira 803 Weeat

M esel-alectric
uni ts 8Q3A,
BO3R, and

03N

162 caras, caboose

16 2. p. h,

Doutle; tangent; 0.20 perocant
assending grade westward

0} esr

6:48 &, m,

1 killed: 2 Injured

Higteking a traln that had peaged
prior to the legeuance of a line-up
for a traln that was inplucdad 1in

the line-up
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IRTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NO. 3681

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT IKVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS AGT QF MAY 6, 18l0,

ERIE RAILROAD COMPANY

Octokher 7, 120G

heeldent at Deoatur, Ind., on Sertember 6, 1985, caused
by »iataking a train tkat hsd paesed pricr to the
lasuance of a lins~up for & train that wes inoluded
in the line-up.

1
REFPOAT OF THE COMMIS3ION

CLARKE, Commlgsionar:

On September &, 1855, there was 2 rear-end oolllsion
between a track motor-car and a frelght trein on the Eris
Reflrpad at Decatur, Ind., which resulted in the death of
one signal departmsnt esmployee, and the inlury of one signal
department employes aj e traln-gervice empicyes,

- l_-i- ] »

Urder authority of seotion 17 (2} of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the mbove-ent!tled prooseding was referrved by the
Commission to Commiseloner Jlarke rfor sonsideration and
diapoeltion.
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o Y Point of
accident

% To Hunmtingteon, Ind,

darion, Ohloe
5&».8 mi,
Spencerville
L, 5 mi,
Ohieo City, Chac
16.7 =i,
Decatur, Ind,
{Paint of accident)
O.) mi,
DA Towar
X3 mi,
Hlmtingbﬂm Trvk,

P

Trte Rallroad

Aeport Yo, 3681
Decabug » Ind.
Sop‘t.eﬁser 6’ 1955
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Logution of Acpideni and Methed of Opepation

This accident gecurres® om thaet part of thes Marlen
Divielon extending betwesn Merion, Ohlo, and Huntington,
Ind,, 126.8 smilles., In ths vicinity of the point of acel-
dent this 18 A double-trzck line, over which trelns
moving with the current of ftraffics are opermtied by sipgnal
indications. The geooldent securred on the wesatward maln
track at a polnt 28,0 miica woat of Marion and 71 feet
eunt of the station at Decatur, Ind, Prom the saat there
are, in sucoession, s taneent 845 feet in lan%th, a 0*50!
ourve to ths right 1,450 feet, and e tangent 5485 feet to
the polnt of accident and & conslderable distance westward,
The grade 1z 2.20 perceni ascending weatward ai the point
of acclident.

Auterstie elgnal PL2-1, governirng weel-bDound movements
on the wectward meln track, 1s leocoted 1.2€ miles east of
the point of accldent.

This carrier's rulas for the operation of track motor-
carsg read in part as fo.lowve;

?70. “w % %

. & »

(h} When emplovass operating osrs have mesns of
communi cation with dispatcber or gperator, ihey must
not proceed until Lhe Alspateher has bedn inforaed
of thelr rovement ard has Curp!ahbed thexm in writing
on the preacribted Torm, a line-up of tralne and
other equipment sparating v the section in which the
movenent L1s to e meds, but this v11l net relleve
thore 1n charge of sara from full responsibility eof
profecting them. Cars must be bept olear of maln
tracks for all schedulsd tralne, and no movement must
be made on the time of such traios vaiesa full Mag
Pratectionh i alfordad or writtsn Lnformatinn le
obtzined from the dispateher or operator ae to the
locaticon of treine, and there i ample time to meke
the movement to the next open telegraph office cor
point of clearing main track. ¥No open telegraph
office, or telsphone booth in 1jeu thereef, will be
pasned without stopping and cheakling the line-up and
making & notatien thereon of the time and locatlon
where check was made, When impracticable to communi-
cate with the dispatoher or operstor %o obtein 1nforma-

tisn with regard to the moveamsnt of traing, unless the
track ie aeen or knom to be clear, extreme precsution
must be pbserved and full flag nrotection afforded.
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The maxlmur authorizsd epeeds are 20 miles per hour
for track moter-care and 50C mllee per hour for frelght
trainu,

Cesoription of Agcldent.

About 8:40 a, m. track metor-car E79, occupled by a
signal maintainer, ¢ signal maintainer helper, and a welder
forewman, departed east-bound on the westward main track frono
DA Tower, an interlociting station located 1,292 feet west of
the station at Decatur. The track motor-oar was in backward
motlon. The car wAs stopped and the cecupants aiighted at
a point 748 feet sant of the station. 3everal minutes later
the elenel malntalner snd the helpsr boarded the car, The
car was started westward, and while i1t waz moving At a speed
of about 10 mileg per hour 11 wae atruck by Extra 803 Wesat.
The accldent ocourred 71 feet eset of the gtatlon at Decatur.

Fxtra 803 West, a wesi-bound frelght train, conslated
of Dlesel-electric unlts BC3A, BQIB, and 803D, coupled in
multiple-unit control, 182 cars, and & cabooss. Thie train
passed Onio City, Ohio, 16.7 miles emst of Decatur and the
a8t open office, at 8:23 a, m., paured signal 512-1, whieh
indicated Proceed, end while moving &t & speed of sbout 15
miles per hour 1t struck track motor-car 879,

The track motor-car was not deralled, It was sonewhat
damaged, Extra 803 ¥West stopped with the front end of the
lecomotlive 315 weat of the point of secident, The Jocomotive
wag not Asmaged,

The slgnal maintainaer helper whe wze on the track motor-
oar was kllled., The slznal meintalner and the oonductor of
Extra BO3 Wea! were injured,

The westher was clear at the tlmes of the accident, which
pocourred at 8:48 a, m,
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Trsok motor-gar 879 ig powered Gy & 2-cyllnder
10.1-horespover engine and 1z equipped with a cluteh and
tranenlegion, It 1s provided with &n enolosed body with
saf ety zlsss windshlield and side and rear windows. The
bedy Le #2-1/4 inches in width and 5P2-1/4 inches in
leagtn, and the %op ie 70 imcheg above the Level of the
tope of the ralls. The car welpre approxinetaely G40
pounds and has geating capsolty for four psrsong. Tt
1s ineuiated to prevent the shunting of track clroults,

Jorlng the 0-fay perlod pregeding the Jday of the
acoldant the averace dally movemsnt in the vicinity of
the polint of aceldent was 18.3 trains.

Diaousaiog

Cn the day of the accident the gignal maintalner and
the helper reported far duty At & a. m. and wor¥ed in the
vioinlty of DA Tower for acme time. They intsnded to
progeed to a volnt weat of DA Tower sfler thiz work was
coapletsd, About 8.15 a, n, the talntalner entered the
intarloching stetion mnd ebtalned a Tine-up of traln move-
mentA., This line-up, whiczh was written on a pressribad
fora, read as folliows:

EASTROUND TRAINS WESTBOUND TRAINS
34 - BH? «= Called B o, . Eatra 803 ~~ Hpencerville
7:68 v, m.

28 e AE8 ~- Called 9 m, m.

Spencerville 1o 31.2 wiies @zsd of Decptur. The line-p bore
a potation that 1t hed been Ssoued 2t 8 a, n, and expirved at
9:30 a. m. A west-bound freight %train had paagsed DA Tower at
7:20 4, m, The maintalner had seen thls train, and he sald
that when he read the llne-wp he gelined the lmpression that
this traln waa the treln shown on the Iite-up as having passed
Spenoerville at 7.55 a, m., Me lelt the interipekling atatlon
lmmedintely after he obtsined tha line-up. He dld not mentlon
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traln movements to the operator. He showed the 1lae-up
o the helper, but the helper 4.4 not mention Exira 6035
Weat, After ieaving the 1ntariocking atation the maln-
talner met the welder foreman, The foreman told the
maintainer that he wes 1nteragtal in feollities for
parkl g trailler ngear *he frscka, and the malntalner
offer i ehow him a place 5% ywilah the traillaer could

ve parked., The maintasiner atd e helper then placed the
track motor-car on the westwerd wein track at a point &
short dlstance eart of Lhe {n%ariocoklineg otation, and
these exployee¢s and Lhe welder foremsn procesded %o &
point 748 feet east of the stgtion., Alter they resched
thls point the maintainer =znd trhe welder forepan wallked
nerthward a short dlatance o ingmect the tralier slte.
The helpear rematned with the trask motor-csr and the
engine of the car was laft mnning., 3Severri Mlnutes later
the helper obssrved that the automstic sates atl & ralil-
highway grade croceing a short Aletanae east of the car
had been sstuated by a train, and he osiled that a west-
hound trein was appromshingz. The welder "oreman then
heard the sound of the pneumsilc norn and sew the approach-
ing train. He thought that at this tlme the locimotive
was about 800 feot sast of the track motour-car. He ran
toward the traln and gave stop signals, The malntalner
returned to the track moior-car, and he and the helper
boarded the gar and gtartsed 1t westwerd in an attespt o
stay ashead of the train. The main¥alner zald %hat as the
car was closely approsching the station he bessme aware
that 1t would be overtaken by the ftrein, He thought that
at thisg $tilme the apeed 57 the car was 10 or 15 miles per
hour, The meintainer and the helper bnth jumped from the
car immediately before the colllsion oecurred,

An Extra 803 West was approaching the polnt where the
accldent cscowrrsd the speed was about 45 mllee per hour. The
Tirenan was opers¥ing the locomstlve under the supervialon of
the englneer. The enginemen and the front brakemsn were main-
teining a lookout ahead from the eontrol compartment at the
front of the locomotlve, the swing brekemsn wag in the control
compartment at the rear of the losomotive, and the eonduotor
and the flagman were in the cabooss, The headlight was lighted.
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The brakes of the trein had been tested and nad functloned .
properly when used en route, Aa the fraln was movwing on

the curve immediatsly easi of the polnt of agcident the
enginemen®s view of ihe traek ahead rme sowevhat obstrucled
by & pole line on the nor-ih elde of the +track. The englineer
sald that ae the lespaative was moving on this curve he saw
the top of the trag: woioc~-car, but begsuse of traek
curvature he could not datermine whiern trazk the car was oI,
this tlme the grade-¢rnsving whistle slgnal was velng
sounded and the lgcowatliwo bell waa ringilng., ¥hen the
locomotlve reached 2 point about 800 Jeet east of the track
motor-oar the enginames eaw that the cur wss sceoupyliag the
westward maln track amd et & pan nesr tha car was glving
atop signsls. The Pirzean inmedialtely msde an emsrgency
application of the bew<ee, and he thousht that the speed

had baesn reduced to 17 ay 15 mileg per howr when the
collision ocourred. Ths conductor wee ifujursd as a resultl
of slack action whap Lhe brakes were applied,

T™he traln dlapatonerz on this line are instructed to
lssue line-upa for ths 1 s of track motor-car onerators st
Ga.m,, 8a, m, &5 e, m., 11:30 5. m,, and 1:30 p. m.,
daily, snd the opwratara of track motor-curz ars lnstructed
that a line-up may nol be used for more then 7 hours afier
1t has been issuel., Ty the inetant case the lins-up whlch
wag recelved by tha sirnel malntaliner wse isgned by the
tratn digpatcher at & a. m. At this time the wesat-bourd
train which precedsd Exira 003 West, and which was seen by
the signsl malntainer, had already passed DA Tower. For
thia reamon 1t wae not inziuded 1n the 1line-up tranamltted
to khe operator at that polnt,

Imring the paat 14 yesre the Commisslon has investigated
62 enlllelona, including the present cazse, in which track
motor cares were involved., These accl-dsnts resulted in the
death of 27 persons and the injury of 180 perscns,
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Gauge
This accldent was ceused by mistaklng a train

that had passeed prior to the issuance of a llne-up for
a traln that wes lnoluded in the line-up.

Dated st ¥Waghington, D. 0., thia seventh
day of Catober, 1855,

By the Commiselen, Coamisnloner Clarke,

{ 38AL) HAROLD D, Me(OY,

Jegretary,



