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Date : 

R a i l r o a d : 

L o c a t i o n : 

Kind o f a o c l d e n t : 

Equipment I n v o l v e d : 

T r a i n number: 

Locomot ive number: 

C o n s i s t : 

E s t i m a t e d s p e e d s ; 

O p e r a t i o n : 

T r a c k s : 

September 6, 1966 

Time: 

C a s u a l t i e s : 

Cause : 

D e c a t u r , I n d . 

B e a r - e n d collision 

motor-car F r e i g h t t r a i n 

E s t r a 803 West 

D I e s 0 i ~ e l e c t r l o 
unl t s B03A, 

and 

: 162 cars, caboose 
1 0 m. p . h . : 16 m. p. h , 

S i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n s 

Double ; t a n g e n t ; O.BO p e r c e n t 
a s c e n d i n g g r a d e w e s t w a r d 

C3 

8 : 4 8 a . m. 

1 k i l l e d ; 2 1 

M i s t a k i n g a t r a i n t h a t had p e s s e d 
p r i o r t c t h e I s s u a n c e o f a l i n e - u p 
f o r a t r a i n t h a t was i n c l u d e d i n 
t he l i n e * u p 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3661 
IN THE MATTER OF MAKING- ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 

UNDER THE ACCI DENT REPORTS ACT OF KAY 6, 1910. 
ERIE RAILROAD COMPACT 

O c t o b e r 7, 19J15 

Accident at Decatur, Ind., on September 6, 1955, cause* 
by mstaking a train that bad passed prior to the 
I s s u a n c e of a l i n e - u p for a t r a i n that was I n o l u d 
in the line-up. 

1 
Hi 

On September 6, 1955, there was a rear-end collision 
between a track motor-car and a freight t rain on the firle 
Railroad at Decatur, Ind. , which resulted in the death of 
one signal department employee, and the Injury of one e" 
department employee.and one tmia*-gerrlc.i_ eas>loje.eJt_ 

Under authority of section 17 ( 2 ) cf the Interstate Com
merce Act the above-entl tied proceeding was referred by the 
Commisalon to Comml esloner Clarke for consideration and 
disposit ion. 



Decatur- - ^ a r " 

I 
1,290 

f t , 
» 
I 
i 

DA T w e r 

jPoint of 
accident 

M 

if 

o 

l U r t e n . Cftia 

Spenesrvil le 
11**5 a*. 

• Ohio C i t y . Ohio 
16.7 nil. 

Decatur, Ind. 
(Poiivt of accident) 

O.i mi. 

• 

•Oft, 



3661 

This accident ocr .ur r^ 0*1 t h a t p a r t o f th? 6 Marlon 
Division e x t e n d i n g between Mar ion , O h i o , and Huntington, 
I n d . , 126,6 m i l e s . In th* v i c i n i t y o f the point o f aool
dent this i s a double-track l ino , over wh i ch trains 
moving with t he current of t r a f f i c a r e o p e r a t e d by signal 
indications. Th© aooldent o c c u r r e d on the w e s t w a r d main 
track at a p o i n t 9 0 , 0 mile* w f f lst o f tfari on and 71 feet 
e a s t of t h e a t a t lo ia a t Deca tur , I n d . From the e a s t t h e r e 
are, In s u c c e s s i o n , a t a n g e n t 045 f e e t $n l e n g t h , a 0*50 ' 
curve to the r i g h t 1,450 feet, and a tangent 545 f ee t to 
the point o f a c c i d e n t a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e west-ward. 
The grade l a 0,SO percoat a s c e n d i n g westward a t t h e p o i n t 
of accident. 

Automatic signal 9L2 -1 , g o v e r n i n g vest-bound movements 
on t h e wes tward main t r a c k , l a l o c a t e d 1*26 m i l e s e a s t o f 
the point o f a c c i d e n t . 

T h i s carrier's r u l a s f o r the o p e r a t i o n of t r a c k m o t o r 
cars read I n part as f a l l o w s ; 

770. * * * 

# # # 

(h) when e m p l o y a » a o p e r a t i n g oars have means of 
commu.nl c a t i o n w i t h A 1 c a t c h e r o r o p e r a t o r , they must 
not proceed u n t i l the d i s p a t c h e r has been In fo rmed 
of t h e i r OOT~em<»nt and ha© f urn} shed thee i n w r i t i n g 
on the prescribed form, a l ine-t ip of t r a i n s and 
o t h e r equipment operating in the s e c t i o n I n which the 
movement I s to be saa^s, but t h i s w i l l n o t r e l i e v e 
t h o s e In charge o f c a r s f rom f u l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of 
protect ing them. Cars must be- kept clear of main 
t r a c k s f o r all s chedu led trains), and no movement must 
be made on t h e time o f such tr&laa u n l e s s f u l l f l ag 
p r o t e c t i o n Is afforded o r written I n f o r m a t i o n la 
o b t a i n e d from the dispatcher o r o p e r a t o r ae t o the 
location of trains, and there i s ample time to make 
the movement to the next open telegraph o f f i c e cr 
point o f clearing main t r a c k , $o open t e l e g r a p h 
office, or telephone booth in l i eu thereof, w i l l be 
paefied without stopping and c h e c k i n g t h e l i n e - u p and 
making a notation thereon of tne time and location 
where check was made, when iopracticable to communi
cate with the dispatcher or operator to obtain informa
tion with regard to the movement of trains, unless the 
track l e seen or known to be clear, extreme precaution 
must be observed and full f lag p r o t e c t i o n afforded. 

http://commu.nl
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The maximum authorized speeds are 20 miles per hour 
for traok motor-oare and 50 miles per hour for freig&t 
trains* 

Description of Aqeldent• 
About 8:40 a. m. track motor-car 679, occupied by a 

signal maintainor, e signal malntainer helper, and a welder 
foreman, departed east-bound on the westward main track from 
DA Tower, an interlocking station located 1,292 feet west of 
the station at Decatur. The track mo^or-car was In backward 
motion. The car «as stopped and the occupants alighted at 
a point 746 feet east of the station. Several minutes later 
the signal maintained and the helper hoarfled the car. The 
car was started westward, and while It was moving at a speed 
of about 10 miles per hour It was struck by Extra SOS West. 
The accident occurred 71 feet eest of the station at Decatur. 

Extra 803 West, a west-bound fr#l*ht train, consisted 
of Diesel-electric unite 603A, 603B and 603D, coupled in 
multiple-unit control, 162 cars, and a caboose. This train 
passed Ohio City, Ohio, 16.7 miles east of Decatur and the 
last open office, at 8:23 a. m., passed signal 912-1, which 
indicated Proceed, pad while moving at a speed of about 15 
miles per hour It struck track motor-car 879. 

The track motor-car was not derailed. It was somewhat 
damaged. Extra 803 West stopped with the front end of the 
locomotive 315 west of the point of acrident. The locomotive 
was not damaged. 

The signal salntainer helper who was on the track motor-
oar was killed". The signal maintainer and the conductor of 
Extra 803 West were injured. 

The weather was clear at the time of the aocldent, which 
occurred at 8 : 4 8 a, m. 
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Track a©tor-car 879 l e powered by © 2 - e y l i n d e r 
l Q s l - h o r empower e n g i n e and l a equ ipped w i t h a clutch and 
transmission. It le p r o v i d e d w i t h an e n c l o s e d body w i t h 
s a f e t y g l a s s vtndshleld and aide and r e a r windows , The 
body i s 6 2 - 1 / 4 I n c h e s l a wid th and $ £ - 1 / 4 i n c h e s i n 
length, and t h e top la 70 inches a b o v e the l e v e l of the 
tops of the rail a. The c*r weighs a p p r o x i m a t e l y 560 
pound* and ha® s e a t i n g c a p a c i t y f o r four p e r s o n s . I t 
i s i n s u l a t e d to p r e v e n t the s h u n t i n g of track circuits. 

During the SO-day p e r i o d p r e c e d i n g the day o f t he 
a c c i d e n t the a v e r a ^ s d a i l y aaov^rcsnt i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f 
t h e p o i n t o f acoldet-t was 1 8 , 3 t r a i n s . 

131 s c i s s ion , 

Oa the day of tha acc5dent the signal m a l n t a l n e r and 
the h e l p e r reported for duty at 6 a. m. and worked i n the 
vicinity o f DA Tower f o r some time* They I n t e n d e d to 
p r o c e e d to a -ooint west o f DA Tower a f t e r thJ a work was 
c o m p l e t e d . About 8 ,15 e, n , the aaintainer e n t e r e d the 
I n t e r l o c k i n g station and obtained a l i n e - u p o f t r a i n move
ment*. This line-up, which was w r i t t e n on a p r e s c r i b e d 
fora, read aa follows: 

EASTBOOXD THAISSS 

34 - » 857 — C a l l e d B a . 

WEStBOUKD THAIK3 

E x t r a 803 — % s e n e ? r v i l l e 
7:55 a. m* 
3£ — 858 — C a l l e d 9 a, m. 

Sjpenoerville I s 3 1 , 2 mil ee e&m o f Deca tu r , The l i n e - u p b o r e 
a notation t ha t i t tm& been i sau#i at B a . n, and e x p i r e d a t 
9:50 a, m. A west-bound freight train had p a s s e d B& Tower a t 
7:£0 a„ m. The m a l n t a l n e r had se&n t h i s t r a i n , and h& said 
that when he r e a d the l i n e - u p he g a i n e d the Unpreep ien that 
this train was the train snown on the line-up as h a v i n g passed 
S o e n o e r v i l l e a t 7 .55 a, ia. Me l e f t the I n t e r l o c k i n g station 
immediately a f t e r he o b t a i n e d the l i n e - u p * He did not -nantion 



3651 

t r a i n m o v e m e n t s t o the operator. He showed th© line-up 
t o the helper, but the helper did n o t mention Extr*. 6 0 3 
V e s t . After leaving the interlocking s t a t i o n t he m a m -
talner mat th« welder Foreman* The foreman told the 
m a l n t a l n e r t h a t he was interested i n f a c i l l t i e s f o r 
parking a trailer ngar t r jck<* 4 and the rial n t & l n e r 
offered to ehnw him a pl&.*e $t vhlah the trailer could 
b e p a r k e d . T h e main t a i n t r ar«3 the helper then p l a c e d t h e 
track motor-car on the w e s t w a r d is?in track a t a p o i n t a 
short d i s t a n c e east of the interlocking station, and 
these e m p l o y e e s and the we - d e r f o r e m e n p r o c e e d e d t o a 
point 748 feet e&gt of t he s t a t i o n . After they reached 
this p o i n t t h e m a l n t a l n e r and the v e lder f o r e m a n w a l k e d 
n o r t h w a r d a s h o r t distance t o inspect t h e t r a i l e r s i t e . 
T h e h e l p e r remained w i t h the traak m o t o r - c a r and the 
e n g i n e o f t h e c a r was 3 e f t r u n n i n g . S e v e r a l m i n u t e s l a t e r 
the h e l p e r observed that the automatic grates at a rail-
highway grade crossing a aho r t flistsnae ea^ t of th** car 
had been actuated by a t r a i f , , and he c a l l e d that, a w e s t 
bound train was approaching. The w e l d e r "oreman t h e n 
heard t h e sound o f the pneumat ic horn nn^ saw the approach
ing t r n l n . fie thought that a t this time t h e l o c o m o t i v e 
was a b o u t BOO f e e t east of the track motor-car. He ran 
t o w a r d the train and g a v e stop signals. The aaaintalner 
r e t u r n e d t o t h e t r a c k " m o t o r - o a r , and h e and the h e l p e r 
boarded the oar and started It w e s t w a r d I n an a t t e m p t to 
stay ahead o f the traine The malntalner said that as the 
car was c l o s e l y approaching the station he became aware 
t h a t i t w o u l d be o v e r t a k e n by t h e t r a i n . He t h o u g h t t h a t 
at this time th© speed of the oar was 1 0 o r 15 miles per 
h o u r . T h e m a l n t a l n e r and the h e l p e r both Jumped f r o m t h e 
c a r i m m e d i a t e l y b e f o r e t h e c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . 

A s E x t r a 8 0 3 H e a t was a p p r o a c h i n g t h e p o i n t w h e r e t h e 
a c c i d e n t occurred t h e s p e e d was a b o u t 43 I E I I P B p a r h o u r . T h e 
f i r e m a n was o p e r a t i n g t h e locomotive under t h e s u p e r v i s i o n o f 
t h e e n g i n e e r . T h e e n g i n e m e n and the f r o n t b r a k e m a n w e r e m a i n 
t a i n i n g a l o o k o u t a h e a d f r o m t h e c o n t r o l c o m p a r t m e n t a t t h e 
f r o n t o f t h e l o c o m o t i v e , the swing brakeman was in t h e c o n t r o l 
c o m p a r t m e n t at the rear of the l o c o m o t i v e , and the conductor 
and t h e f l a g m a n w e r e i n t h e c a b o o s e . T h e h e a d l i g h t was l i g h t e d , 
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The b rakes o f t he t r a i n M d been t e s t e d and nad f u n c t i o n e d v 
p r o p e r l y when used en r o u t e . Aa the t r a i n was mov ing on 
the c u r v e I m m e d i a t e l y e a s t o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t the 
e n g i n e m e n 1 s v i e w o f the t r a c k ahead *ias somewhat o b s t r u c t e d 
by a p o l e l i n e on the n o r t h s i d e o f the ••rack. The e n g i n e e r 
s a i d t h a t a s the l o c o m o t i v e v a s movlssjc on t h i s c u r v e he saw 
the top o f t h e t r ao> m o t o r - c a r , b u t because o f t r a c k 
c u r v a t u r e h e cou ld not d e t e r m i n e which t r a ? k the c a r was an, 
t h i s t ime t h e g r a d e - c r o w i n g w h i s t l e s i g n a l was o e i n g 
sounded and the l o c o e o t l v o b e l l waa r i n g i n g - . When the 
l o c o m o t i v e r e a c h e d $ p o i n t abou t 800 f ^ ? t e a s t o f t he t r a c k 
m o t o r - o a r the engrir, gates saw t h a t t h e a&r was o c c u p y i n g the 
westward main t r ack arrA t&git a man ns&r t;he c a r was g i v i n g 
s t o p s i g n a l s . The f l r ^ ^ * m i m m e d i a t e l y made an emergency 
a p p l i c a t i o n o f t he fcr-&<e<s, and he thought t h a t t h e speed 
had been reduced to 10 . .v 15 m i l e s p e r hour when t h e 
c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . !Ehe conduc to r was I t i j u r ^ d a s a r e s u l t 
Of s l a c k a c t i o n when the h*akes w e r * app31 ed„ 

The t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r s on t h i s l i n e a r e i n s t r u c t e d to 
i s s u e l i n e - u p a f o r t h e t of t r a c k m o t o r - c a r o p e r a t o r s a t 
6 a* re,? 8 a. m, „ 9 :50 e u m, , 11:30 a, m. , and 1:30 p . m.j 
d a i l y , and t h e o p e r a t o r s of t r a c k m o t o r - o n r ^ a r e i n s t r u c t e d 
t ha t a l i n e - u p may no t ba u s«d f o r w r e than ? h o u r s a f t e r 
I t h a s been i s s u e d , Jn t h e i n s t a n t ca se the l i n e - u p which 
was r e c e i v e d by the s i g n a l m a i n t a i n o r v s e 13sued by t h e 
t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r a t 6 a » a. A t t h i s t ime t h e west-abound 
t r a l n w h i c h p r e c e d e d E x t r a 003 West , and which was seen by 
the s i g n a l maintains**, had a l r e a d y p a s s e d DA I b w e r . F o r 
t h i s r e a s o n I t was no t i n c l u d e d i n the l i n e - u p t r a n s m i t t e d 
to t he o p e r a t o r a t t h a t p o i n t . 

D u r i n g the p a s t 10 y e a r s the Commlsalon hae i n v e s t i g a t e d 
62 c o l l i s i o n s , i n c l u d i n g the p r e s e n t c a s e , i n wh ich t r a c k 
motor c a r s were l m o l v e d . These a c c i d e n t s r e s u l t e d i n t h e 
d e a t h of 9? p e r s o n a and the I n j u r y of 180 p e r s o n s . 
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£ a u j e 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by rale t a k i n g a t r a i n 
t h a t had p a s s e d p r i o r to the I s s u a n c e o f a l i n e - u p f o r 
a t r a i n t h a t was I n c l u d e d I n the l i n e - u p . 

Dated a t Wash ing ton , D . 0 . , t h i s 
day o f October, 1955. 

Sy the Commission, Commiss ioner C l a r k e . 

( SEAL) HAROLD D. McCOT, 

S e c r e t a r y . 


