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SUMMARY
Railroad: Erie
Date: June 1, 1945
Location: Goshen, N. Y.
Kind of accident: Side collision .
Train involved: Passenger : Cut of freignt cars
Train number: 8 :
Engine number: 2943 :
Consist: 16 cars : 5 cars
Speed: 45 m. p. n. + Standing
Noeration: Signal indications
Track: Double; tangent; 0.25 percent
ascending grade eastward
Weatner: ' Misting o
Time: 10:35 »n. nm.
Cesualties: 1 killed; 8 injured
Cause: Derailed freignt car foulling
ad jacent main track immediately
' in front of an approacaning train
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MAKIFG ACCIDEN
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ERTZ RAILROAD COVPANY

July 9, 1940,

Accident near Gosnen, ¥. Y., on Jure 1, 1945, caused by
a deralled f”eiCﬂt gar fouling en adjacent meln
track immedis fel“ ir, front of an approacning train.

1
REPORY OF THE COMMISESION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On June 1, 1048, re wae a side collision between
a passenger train and erailed freignt car on tie Erie
Railroad near Gosner, 1. Y., wnich resulted in tne Geath
of cne employee, end the injury of seven passengars and

one emnloyee. Tn;s accident was investigetzd in conjunc-

tion witn a representstive of tne New York Public Service
Commission.
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lUrder autnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the sbove-entitled nroceeding was referred by the

Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Location of Aqgident and Mcthod of Owneration

Tnis accident occurred on tnat part of the NMew York Divi-
sion extending castwerd from Sparrowbusn, M. Y., to Jersey
City, N. J., 69.8 miles, a double-track line over wnicn trains
moving witn the current of traffic are operated by signal
irdications. Thne accident occurred on the eastward main track
29.8 miles east of Sparrowbush, at a point 1.2 miles west of
tne station at Goshen. Within yard limits g siding 4,626 feet
long perallels tne main trecks on tinc nortn. The west switcn
of this siding ceonnects with the westward main track at a point
25 feet west of the point of accident. From tne west on the
gastward main track trherc i1s a tangent 2,228 feet to tae polnt
of collision arnd 269 feet beyond. Tne grade on the eastward
mals track is 0.25 pcrcent ascending eastward. From tne east
o tnae siding there is a compound curve to the left 2,294 feet
long, naving a maximum cvrvature of 4913', which is followed
by a tangent 64 feet to the clersrance point, then tnere is a
turnout to tae leoft 188 fact to th: switch of tne westward
nein track. The grade on the siding varies betwezcn 0.61 and
1.18 percent descending westward, and is C.92 percent at tne
fouling »oint.

3]

A nand-overated block-type sliding dereil is locatad on
tae nortn reall of tne siding =t a poirnv 188 fect east of the
vest switen. The normal vosition of tnis derail is for de-
reiling. The derail is vrovided with a low stand, and is
operated by a two-vosition lever mechanism, wnich is mounted
in » nousing for tne locking of the derail lever in fixed
nositions.

Automatic signal 61.2, goveraing east-bound movements on
tne eastward main track, is located 1.19 miles west of tne
noint of accident.

Description of Accident

Extra 1739 "Jest nad assembled a cut of five loaded cars,
ard about 10:15 p. m. placed them on the east end of the
ng. Soon afterwarc thnase cars ran westward about 4,400
e n tne descending grade ant became derailed at the west
:nd of tne siding. The second cer, a ncpper car loaded with
sl
?

, wncre it fouled the eastward main track. About 10:35
p- m. tnis car wes struck by No. 8.

. No. 8, en c¢rst-bound first-class pesscnger train, con-
sisted of engine 2943, a 4-6-° type, five milk cars, one
baggoge-express car, two cosncass, onc Cining car, six milk
cers and one coecn, in thc order named. Thne fifth to ninth
cars, inclusive, end tre 3leventh, twelftn and sixteenth cars
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vere of sfteel-underframe construction, and the remainder were

of all-steel ccnstruction. Tals train departed from ¥iddleton,

7.2 miles west of Goshen andé the last open office, at 10:25

p. n., S minutes late, passed signal 61.2, wnlcn displeyed pro-
ceed, and wnile moving st an estimated speed of 45 miles per .
novr it collided with tae car that fovled tne eastward main

trackx. Tre engine-truck wneels were derailed to tne rignt 5

fect cast of the point of collisiorn and continued in line witn

the track 648 feet, then the south rail overturncd and thne

feneral deraillment occurred. Tane engine and tender, renaiuing
couzled, stoppred down a 1l2-foot embankment on thelr rignt sides,
soutnh of tne maln tracks and practically parallel to them, with

tne froat end of the engine 1,304 feet east of tne point of
collision. Tne first to tenti cars, inclusive, and the front
truck of tne eleventn car were derailed. Tne first five cars
stooned at various engzl:s to the traclks and at the rear of tae
enginc. The sixth to eleventh cars remained in line with the ’
esstrard main track. The engine and the first six cars were

badly damaged. Tae derailed nopper car was dcmolished by the
impact of the collision.

Tne weatnser was misty at the time of the accident, winicn
occurred about 10:35 p. m.

Tne engincer of No. 8 was killed, and tne fireman was
injured.

Discussion

Abouvt 10:1E p. m. Extra 1739 West, whicn at that time
corsisted of a ceboose ana enginc 1738, in the order named,
assembled a cut of five loaded cors sncad of tae caboose, then
snoved them into clear on the east end of the siding. Before
this latter movement was mede, tihc flagman applied nand brakes
cn tne fourtn and fifth cars. Tne front brakeman gave a lan- .
fern sicaal for the engine to close the slack agalnst the
first car to enable him to uncounle the caboose from the first
car. Tnen the engine, remsining coupled to ths caboose, pro-
cecded enstward to other tracks in that vicinity and performed
otrner switcning service. About 1C:30 p. m., wnen engine 1739,
soving a cut of silx cars, returned to the east end of the
elding %to pick up tne cut of five cars, tThe crew discovered
thet the cut of five cers kad run away on the cescending grade.
Engine 1732, snoving the cut of eix cars, procceded westwerd
to overvtaze tne cut of five cers before it reacned the derail .
at the west end of tire siding. Tecnuse of darkness, tnls
movement was made slowly wnile the crcw maintained a lookout.
Hewvever, before tas movement had renched the west end of tne
siding, the flve cars ned Lecome Cerailed. Tne second car
Tovled tne eastward main treck and was struck by No, 8 before
ths crew of Extre 1739 could taxe action to provide protection.

~
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As No. 8 wrs epproochling the polnt wucerc the accident
ccceurred, tne speed was about 45 miles per aour, the throttle
was sligntly opcn, trne headlight was lighnted and the enginemcn
weres mainteining a lcoXxout aAanead. Signal €1.2 displeyed pro-
cesd for this trein. Tae firsman first observed by the reflac-
tion of tre neadlignt tnz cut of cars on the siding from a
distance of 2,C00 fecet. At tnrt time hc &id not observe whetier
they were moving, and his attention was momentarily distrected
oy ascertaining the level of water in the boiler. A moment
afturward ne agein locked enead and saw at a distance of about
200 fecet that o cer was fouling the eastward main track. Fe
immedistely warned the enginecr, wano placed the brake valve
in cmergeney nosition and closed the throttle, but the col-
lisior occurrcd before the specd wae reduccd. Tne brakes of
tnis trein had been tosted ond Ffunctioned properly en route.

The investigntion disclesed that the first cor of the cut
ned Zerailed to the nortu ir the manner for which thne derail
was designed, tnen noved &irzonelly nortnwerd and drovved off
tne Ties within ¢ digtenc: of 27 feet. Tuis car continued on
tne roadbed about 130 fe~t and stopped dovn tie embankment to
tnz rortn. However, yhen tha wieels of tiis cror struck tne
derail, the dereil nousinpy was broken and thc derall block was
pulled far enougn %to drop off the rail. The second car was
not derailed at tane dernil, Ttut folicwed the *“urnout somz dis-
tance and was deflzcted towerd tie meln tracks wnen tne first
cer wes sliding down the ert-nkment to tae north. The second
cer overturned to the soutn and stopred between tne eastward
and tne westward nain tracks. The tov of the car faced soutn-
ward and 1ts lading of coal was dumpel on tne castward main
track. Apparently the collision between tnie engine and thne
cer, togetner witn coal pilcd on ths eastwerd maln track,
caused thne engine truck tc be derailed. The engine-truck
wneels followed tne Zire of the track about 650 feet, taern tne
soutnn rail was overturned outward nnd tnc generel derailment
occurred.

The nand brakes of the two most vesterly cere of tac cut
cof five cars were anplied menually witnout tne aid of a Hrekxe
club. Yo otner breoZze was spprlied. Tne first car at tne west
end was equipp=d with a aand bra¥%e naving gears cdjacent te
tne brake 1nezl, and the cucond car was equiovped wita e
vertical-snaft type hand brake. lewbers of thc crew of thils
troin said tnat the -mplicetion of tnese two brakes orovided
sufficient resistancec go tant it was nccessary to workx stcam
on the cn;inc while thc cut wes being shoved into tne east end
of *the siding. At that point tre grade is 0.61 percent de-
scending westward. According to the front brakemen, wnen he
uncounlecd the ceboose frow the cut of cars there was no indi-
cation taat these care were in motion. The flagmen and the
front braZzemen congidered the anplication of two hend DbDrekes
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to be sufficient to hold five ¢ars on tiae grade. During tnls
movement the c¢onductor was éneécking cars on otner tracks and

was not aware of anytning beéing wrong until after the accident
occurred. After these cars were left at the east end of tne
siding, a period of ebcut 20 rinutes elapsed before tnes col-
lision occurred. According to the fireman of Yo. &, tne car ‘
fouled the eastward mainr track immediate_y in front of hile
train. Evidently, the cars started to move westward when tney
were detacned from the caboose and moved slowly on the descend-
ing grade, wnicn varied between 0.61 and 1.18 percent descending
tnrougnout a distance of about 4,400 feet, and galncd sufficient
rnonentun for the operaving stand to Le broken wnen tne first

car was derailed,

It is found tnat tni
freignt car fouling an a
of an approacrning train.

ancidant was caused by a deralled
nt main track immediately in fron

™

Dated atv Wasningten, ©. C., tnis ninth
day of July, 1G4E.

By tne Commigslior, Clecumissioner Patterson.

W. P. TARIEL

Secretary.



