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SULIIARY
Railroad: Erie
Date: October 13, 1936
Location: Glen Echo, Ohilo
Kind of accident: Head-cnd collision
Trains involved: C.C.C. & St.L. Freight ¢ Erie "recker
Train numbers: Extra 2362 East : Extra 2715 Vest
Zngsine numbers: 2362 . 2715
Consist: 74 cars, caboose : diner, %tool car,
truckk car, der—
rick, 1raill car
Speed: 8 m.p.h, : 4 n.pelte
Track: Accident occurred on curve with long tan-

gent approachinzy from cach direction,
Weaother: Clear
Tlme: lO eI,

Method of operation: Timetable, train orders, and manual block

svstem,
Casualties: Five injured,
Cause: Failure of operator to displey troin-order

sicnal and %o deliver hold order, and his
further fallure to restore block si-nal %o
stop position after passage of vrecedlng
train,
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December 1, 1936

To the Commission:

On October 13, 193G, therc was a head-end colllsion betwcen
a Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St, Louis Reilway freight
train and an Erie Raillroad wireck train on the tracks of thc Erie
Railroad near Glen Echo, Ohio, wvhich resulted in the injury of
five enployees. This accildent was investijated in conjunction
wich the Public Utilitics Commission of Chio,

Locacsion and method of operation

This accident occurred on the Second Subdlvision ol the Kent
Divigion, extending between Dayton and larion, Ohio, a distance
ol 85.6 miles. In the vicinity of the point of accident thic is
a single-track line over which trains are operated by tiuetable,
traln orcers, and a manual block systen, Tirains of the Cleve-
land, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louls Railway, hereinarser re—
ferred to as the C.C.C, & St.L., are operated over thls line
between Cold Springs anéd Glen Echo, a distance of 8.8 miles.

The accident occurred about 2 mileg west of Glen Eclwo; approach—
ing this point from the east, the track i1s tangens for a long
distance, followed by a 19 curve to the right 2,385 feet in
length, the accident occurring on this curve at a point 280 feet
from its castern end. Approaching from the west, there 1s a
long tangent followed »y the curve on which the accident occurred.
The grade for west-bound trains is 0.16 percent ascending at the
noint of accident,

Glen Echo interlocking tower and telograph officc is oumed,
naintained and operated by the C.C.C. & St.L. Tie towri 1s
located between the tracks of the two railroads and the home
interlocking signal governing west-bound movements on the Erie
is located north of the track and esbout 80 feet ecast ol the
tower, while directly opposite the tower and Jjust south of the
track there is a train-order siznel pole, about G feet in height,
witn a hole in its upper end to accommodate o Tla; when tThere are
train orders for delivery to a train.

rules 5 and 6 of the train dispatchers!' block systcm rules
read as follows:
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5., Signals must be kept in position displaying the
most restrictive indication, except when displayed Tfor
an limmedliate movement, upon antchorivy of Train Dis-
patcher.

6. When a train order is to be delivered to a traln
the fixed siznal must be displayed at STOP for the track
and in the direction of the apnroaching train, and a
flag or light must be displayed in the place provided
for that purpose, a red flaz or red light indicating "31"
orders or "19" orders that restiict the superiority of
the train at that point, a yellow flag or yellow 1i;ht
indicating other "19" orders.

The weather was clear at the tine of the accident, viiich
occurred about 10 a.n.

Degcription

C.C.C, & St.L, Extra 2362, an cast-bound Trelzht tralin,
consgisted of 74 cars and a caboose, hauled by New York Ceuntral
enzine 2362, and was in charge of Conductor Reuthe and Enginenan
Frey, At Ogborn, 17.5 mileg west of Glen Echo, train order 9
was put out To Extra 2362 on form 19, this orcer readin’ as
Tollows:

Eng 25062 run Extra anc has right over
21l Wescbound tralns Cold Springs to
Glen Echo and will wals at Cold Springs
until 925 an !laitland until S35 am

Extra 2362 passed Cold Springs at 9:43 a.m., according to the
train sheet, passed llaitland, 5.4 miles west of Glen mcho, at
9:54 a.m., and was approaching Glen Echo when 1t collided with
Extra 2710 while traveling at a sneed estimated to nave Deen
about 8 miles per hour,

Erie Extra 2715, a vest-bound wreck train, consisted of 1
diser, 1 tool car, 1 truck car, 1 derrick and 1 rail car, in the
order naned, hauled by engine 2715, and was in charge of
Conductor Doyle and Engineman Hunner,  This train left ilarion,
55.8 miles east of Glen Echo, at 7:02 a.m,, according to the
train sheet, with orders to run extra llarion to Cold Sniings.
Train order 9, above guoted, had been put out on form 19,
adcressed to all trains west and to the operator at Glen Zcho,
but the proper signals were not displaycd by the operacor and
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Extra 2715 passed that point at 92:55 a.m., according to the train
sheet, without receiving a copy of the order, and collided with
gxtra 2562 while traveling at a speed cstimnted %o have becn .

A

about 4 milecs per hour,

Both engines remained uprisnt on the rails, with their front
cnds qamaged, the second Jo the seventh ca,u in Extra 23€2 wvere
derailed and damnged, the tender of Ziie Extra 2718 wais ccralled
anc. teleccoped the diner for e consiiergble distuonce, an' dhe
front end ol the tool car in the Zric train was slightly Jdanaged.,
The emp]oyees injured were ‘the conductor, head braokenan, wreck
Crene er.ginenan, and tWo car repalrers on Txtra 2715,

Sunnary of cvidence

Operetor DeLong, of the C,C.C, & St.L., on duty at Clen
Echo, stated thnat ExSra 700, » weet-bound motor car, had arvived
at Glen Echo at 8:44 a.m., and that he cleared the blook for that
train, It departed at 9:11 a.a., and he then arranzed so.e
train orderg and forsot about returning the signal to gion posi-
tion, neor did he disnlay a flez on th: train-order polc as re-
qulired by rule. He had no -nOWlque shot Extra 2715 was coning,
Tthe block systen being handled by the diegnatcher instcad of by
the operators getting in touch 1ith each other; when he heard an
ensine whistle he went to a vindow, 2nd saw the train; Le chen
looked at the block slgnal And saw toai 1% was in proceed nogie-

tion. He restored the signal co ctop position immedlately, but
he engine then was “ight by the gim 1l and it continued westward
rithout stopping. Operator Delong caid he ran outside in an

endeavor to flag the train but 3i¢ not see anyone on the rsar end;
nere were 10 or 12 men sitwing on a flat car, either the rear
car or the car ahead of i%, but they did not seem to look toward
L, Operator Delon;; kancw that he wasg required to display a red
7 in the place provided For that purposc, so as to indlcate
t he had a holf order for delivery, also that he should have
tored the block sirnnl to the rormal sSop position arter the
ssage of Extra 700.
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Engineman Hummer, of Extra 2715, stated that as his Srain
approached Glen Echo the home 3il;nal was dlsplaying a vrocced
indication; the speed of his tr-in wns about 30 niles bk; Lour
and he sounded the whiatle foi' a road crossing locaiged ahout BOO‘
feet east of the signel. He sald he vatchoed tho 51bnal Uubll
the cngline reached 1t and that it was in the clcar nosition when
he passed 1t; he did not see the operator, nor 4id he look back
at the block to sce wkether it changed, and tho first he knew of
enyoning wrong was on gecing some black ohlect across the inside
of the curve, about 20 car leneths distant, anda on discoveiing
that it was an engine he -ppllicd the air braxes in emergency,
reducing the qpoud To about 4 niiles per hour by the time the
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collision occurred. Pireman Setterfield was on the outside of

e curve anc was not aware of LAVthinﬂ wrong until the alr brakes

were applied in ernergency just prior To the accident, He also

staued that the signal at Glen Echo was in the clear position
ntil 1% passed out of his ranse of vision; he dld notv see anyone

around the tower, and Jid not look back after passing it.

Conductor Doyle, Head Brakeman Laux and Flagman Finley, of
Extra 2715, were in the diner, the first car in the Iraln, and
the conductor entrusted the fla-man with the duty of obsgerving
the signals at Glen Echo. The engine vhigtle was sounded, with
the speed of the train about 25 or 30 miles per hour, and the
flagman went out on the left side of the car and then canme back
in and reported that everytning was clear, Conductor Doyle did
Aot think there were any workmen viding on the rear car ol the
wpreck traln, saving that he wag positive Shey were on tnc tool
cax thls being the second car, Tlasmen Finley saild that he did
not% see anyone around the tower vhen ae vent outside and looked
for orders, and arfter passing the station he did not look bhack;
he di1d not'see the home interlocking signal, Head Brakcaan Laux
leard the crossing vhistle signal sounded for Glen Echo ond looked
out when passing that point, btut he did not sec anyone around the
tower nor dild he know the position of the signal, and he 'as
dopending upon the flarman to ascertain whether or not thire were
prderg for the train,

Members of the crew of C,C.C. & St,L, Extra 2562 wcre
unavare ox anything wrong until 1xmed1 tely prilor to the accident,
Engineman Frey, who was on the outside of %the curve, sci” %he
speed of his train was about 15 or 18 miles DET hou‘ Firenan
Rathfelder and Head Brakenan Carey saw %the opposing train across
the ingide of the curve and shouted a waraing of dan-er; the
en; ineman immedlately apolLed the alr brakes in emcergeacy and all
pf these employees jumpbd before the collision occurrcd.

Silgnal Maintalner Prather, of the C,C.C. & St.L,, was oiling
the switchos of the interlocking plant as Extra 2710 WPH*O‘CLCd
and he said he heard the engine wkistle sounded., He was ~Lout 3500
7ect east of the tower and on looking wesoward toward the block
Ne saw that it was 1n the procced position and then saw ic change
‘o puop, Just as the back end of the tender nagscd ;t; following
\quh the operator camc out aind attempted to flag the traln with
a ngWspaper alver 1t had nassed,

Dispatcher Sharrock, of the Eric, siated that lmmediately
pften Extra 2362 pagsed liaitlaand thasw fact was reported to him
and he called Opcra DeLong at Glen Echo and told him shiat the

or
freight train rad passed laitlard at 9:54 a.m, and insccucted
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the operator to arrange to get the wrccking outfit by as socn as
possikle-, but did not tsll tae opserator asnything avout what tiwe
the wrecking outfit would be at Glen Echo and he expected that .
the operator would have a red signal displayed, in aadltion tn

the home signal, an ags to protect the order for all west-bound
trains. After Extra 2715 passsed Glen Zcho without having re-
ceived the order, tne oderalor did not revort 1t as having passed
there, and the first knowledgse the dispatcner had of the occur-

rence of the accident was when Trsinmaster Rordawell nctified him.

Discussion

Train order 9, glving Extre 2332 rights over all west-bound
trains between Glen Zcho and Cold Springs, was addrcsced to all
west-bound trains and also tn the operator at Glen Zcho; this
oraer wag made comnlete at 9:06 a.m. Opcrator DelLong clesred the
block to permit Extra 700 to ovroceed westwrrd, which 1t did at
9:11 a.m., and then the operator neglectad to rcturn the block
srgnal to otop position, neitiacr did nc display o red flag o
show that lLe nod a hold order fcr went-bound. Whon Operater
DeLong heard the whigtle of Extra 2715 he restored the signal to
the stop position, but too late to stop the train; then ne eon-
deuvorsd to flag 1t, but to no avail. Onerator Delong knew that
he should have kept the signalc in position to disnlay the most
restrictive indication, and thet with a hold order to be de-
livered e should nave digplayed o rod flag on tnce train-oracr
siznal pole.

Conclusionsg
This aczcident was caused by the faiiure of an operator to
display a train-order signal and to deliver a hold order, and
by his further failure tn restors a block signal to the stop
pnsition after the passage of a preceding train.

Regpectfully submitted,

W. J. PATTESRSON,

Director. .



