INTERSTATE COMMEIRCE COMMISSIGH
YABEINGTON

KEPORT NO. 3888
ELOIN, JOLIET & EASTERN RATLWAY COMPAKY
I¥ RE ACCIDENT
NEAR XIRK YARD, GARY, IND., ON
SEPTEMBER 5, 1988
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September &, 1955

Elgin, Joliet & Eantern

Eirk Yard, Gary, Ind,

Collieion

Tranaler traln ¢ Cut of cars

Erire 447 ¥asxt

Mepsl~nlpatric

unit 441

23 cara, cabooae 26 care
10 m, p. B Branding

Operatiny rulee
Auxlilary track; teangent; 0,27
perag-t deacamiing grade
wirs huere
Hazy, dark
2p. m,
1 killed; 3 injured
Feilure to ocontrel the apeed of

A traln properiy wille moving
on ap auxiliary traok
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMIBSION

REPORT NO, 3652

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACUCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPCHTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORT3 ACT OF MAY €, 1910,

ELGIN, JOLIKET & EASTERN RATLWAY COMPANY

October 13, 1955

Accident near Kirk Yard, Oory, Ind., on Septembar 5,
1856, caused by fallure to control the speed of
a trailn properly while moving on an auxlllary
track.

1
REPQORT OF THE COMMISS3ION

CLARKE, Commissloner:

On Beptember 5, 1255, there was & ocollislon between
a transfer traln and a cut of care on the Eigin, Joliet
& Eastern Rallway at Gery, Ind., which resulted in the
death of one traln-service empleyee, and the ilnjlury of
three traln-service esmployees.

1

Under authority of sectlon 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Commission %o Cemmiasioner Clarke for conslderatien and
dlapoeltion.
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p0GeYion of Accideny snd Method of Qreratlog

Tal® acel dent ccourred on s suxiliary yard lead
track on that part of the Oury Tivision exten®ing bsiween
Kirk Yerd, Gary, Ind., and Cavanaugh, Ind., 5,87 milea,

8 double-traok line. At a point spproximately 1.33 miles
west OF the weat end of ¥irk Yard & Tasing-polat amssoevar
eonnecte wne two mein fracks, Iamedlistely west 0F the
crossover & lead frosg diverges from the exalward maly
traok end axtends vupathwerd a dlsVance ol 4, 657 Teel %o
the Slarke Yard of tne Panreylvania Reilrond, The lead
tracit L& Yesaml by the Panasyivanla Ballrond, Timevalle
direotiots on the E.J.& ¥. are ezal end wert, and itheee
fdirections are used {n this report, The sacident orcarrsd
on the lead ftrack at a polpt 2, 0%6 Faet wret of the enat
switah, from the eant op the Lead “rack There g a 3PO&T
surve to the lei't 822 feed in lenglh and ¢ taneant 2,159
Tret te the wolint of aocldent and a canalderable diginnce
vegliwmed, The grads Le 0,27 percent descending weatwsrd
a% the poini of seclilent,

Th:s carrlar's gourating rulee resd in part ae fullowa:
DEFINITIONS.

Auduced Opeed,«-Pruceed nrepared to step short of
n traln, sbitruation, or snything tha® may »equlra ihe
gpoed ¢f a train or snglne to be redvced,

104, Wnen cara are pushed by an anglne * ¥ ¥ g
tralnaoan muat tare a consvliouous poaltion on the leud-
ing car, * * ® Egnloye ridineg the Jeading oAr mual
maintsln a shary lookoul shead and repulsle the oove-
ment by proper hand pignal, ¥ % €

i85, Unless stherwlee provlded, fraine or englnea
uplng & giding or other auxiliary track suel proceed
a8t reduced opeed,

" % &

There ia no pregeribed moxisum anthorizad speed on the
treck on which %thie accident occurrad,
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Desgrirtion of Ageldent

Extra 441 ¥West, & west-bound trapafer train, con-
glated of a caboose, Dlesel-electric unit 441, and 22
freighl omre, ip the order named, Thilg traln entersd the
westward main track at the west ond of Tirk Yard en route
1o Clarks Yard, It sntared the lesd track at the east
awitch, and while moving ai an eetimated spoed of about
10 wiles per hour 3T atruck a cut of 28 sore which wers
gtanding on that track. The aceident occurred st a point
$,055 feot west of the emst lesad-irack owitch,

Extra 441 Weel stopped with the locomotive approximetely
at the polat of oollislon. The caoboose was demnlilshed. Ho
othar equipment wse deralled. The lecowoilve and the easd
car in tha cut of parse on tie lead tracyk weres somewhat
damaged,

One rard bhrakenan wes x21ilsd, The encinger, the fireman,
and one yard brekeman wers Lnjured,

In the immediate vieinity of the point of aceldent the
weather wae haty, and it was darg at the tlme of Lhe accldent,
which coecurred about 8 p. o,

Blgouosion

4 The brakea of Extra 441 West were tegled Defore the traln
v/ﬂapﬁrtaﬁ from Kirk Yexd, and they functionsd properly. When
thla traln entered the wecfwars matn .reck the enginemen were
tn thelr rezpective positicre 1ln the cevirel cormpartment of
the losomotive, the fwo »ard brajessn were on the platform at
the west end of the crboose, and the *art pondonter wee on
the resr car, Bacauie tha cahoore wre rnealdl »f the locomotive,
the headlight wea dimmed., ™2 care in Nle traln were to be
dpiiversd to the Penneylvanla Railroad at Clarke Yerd, snd
the looomotive wan is return with the caboosse., Ag the train
wag moving through the croscover sl onts tle lead track the
Fard conducteor alighved, and after rastoring the ewitches to



normal poeltion he remsined in this vieclnity, The
surviving yard brakeman said thet se the traln moved
wesbward ori the lead track he wae cn the north alde of

the platform at the west end uf the caboose and the other
yard hroXeman wss on ths oppoulte oide, He azid that

wher the traln entoered the leomd tracx the westher war

clear and objects were vislble at & dlatanpe of swveral
hundéred rfeat, The grade on ths leed Srsck lg descending
wagtlward, and the yard brekeman eaid that a2 the ocabonge
mored toward lower ground & hare materislly reatricted

hia range of vielon. He Tirst saw the osrs aheed at a
distenae which he thousht was about 50 fest, ¥Woen he saw
the cara be gave s plop otgnel and called a warning to the
other hrakepan., He ailghted hefore the sollision ooourred,
The engineman asid that tocause of tre cabooase ahead of the
lososotlve they were gnehle to ses the track zhead, The
enginesr sald thrt the lantern of the yard brekemar on the
noerth aide of the plstivrm of the caboore wae visible at
all timee after the trein snlersd the lend track, He sald
that a& the traln wes closely approaching the point where
tha socident ocourred the yard brekaeman gave a violent

3top signal, He iLmmedisiely made an smarpengy arplicstlon
% the brakas, ard Lne poalllsion zocurred almost Lmsedlately
aftervarda. %he Tivagan sald thmt &s the traln spprosched
the polnt of macident he wag aaintalning & ITaokout ahead
and that there were ne gipmals given from the scuth slde of
the caboose, The gurviving amployees on the train setimsted
*hat the traln spproached the point ¢f aacident st & speed
of 1C or 12 miles per hour,

The pers whiah wers strusk had hbean placed on the lead
track by a orew of the Psnnaylvania Rallremd, A btralomanter
af tnla carrisr sald that Lt leg not unusual to leave cars on
thig frack when thers 18 not rocem for them on other fracke
a&nd that when thisz 'a done L1t is not cuxtomsry to nolily
gther orews of tie loceticon of the cara. The yard conduetor
of Extrs 441 Weel azid thst he had been instructed in the
past to watch for earg on thla track, but he ocould rengsher
only one previcus oonasion oo which he had used “he track
end the track had not beesn clesr, Tha sngineer had been on
thig saslgnment during & pericd of several monthe, and he
satd that on evary trip he hed made b (Qlarke Yard the lead
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track had been olear. The surviving yird brskesan said
that he hsd mgde only & few tripe to Clarke Yard and
:?nt on each of these Irips the lead track had been
clear,

The rules of thig carrier rrovide that a traln moving
on an auxiliary track zust preceed at reduced epeed, This
acotdent cocurred on &n auxiiiary track, and the speed of
Extra 441 West wea required to b8 so contralled that §4
could bYe stopped short of a traln or obatrustion,

§gun -4

Thiy ar-1dent way caufied by faljure to ocontrol the
speed o » ‘*.in properly while moving on an suxiliary
track.

‘ol ¢ et Washingtorn, D. €., this thirteenth
3 4 f Dclober, 1866,

£y wor Commieaion, Comatesioner Clarke.

{ BEAL) HAROLL D, WeQY,

Bearetary,



