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KEPOKT NO. 366E 
ELOIR, JOLIET * EASTERN RAILWAT COMPANY 

IN HE ACCIDENT 
NEAR XIHK YARD, GARY, IND., ON 

SEPTEMBER 5, 1956 



Report Ho. 3652 

Date; September 6, 1966 
Railroad: Elgin, Joliet 4 Eastern 
Location: Kirk Xard, $»ry, 2nd. 
Kind of accident: Collision 
Eculpment Involved: Transfer train t Cut of oars 
Train number. t?tr& 44" Vest 
Locorao tl ve number. I?lee*«l~*leotrIc 

Consistn: 23 Guru, caboose * 26 cars 
E,*tjIF!' d̂ •spee-de: 10 m. p. 
Cotr? ti or Opera ti T>£ 

T.viwk Auxiliary track; tangent; 0.27 
percent descending grade 
was tvr*rJ 

Wee ther« Hazy; dark 

Time 8 p, m, 
0- cai ties: 1 killed; 3 Injured 
Ca'isft* Failure to control tbe speed of 

a train properly while moving 
on an auxiliary track 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3652 
IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 

UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

ELGIN, JOLIET ft EASTERN RAILWAY COMPANY 

October 13, 1955 

Accident near Kirk Yard, Oery, I n d , , on September 6 , 
1956, caused by f a i l u r e to control t h e speed of 
a train properly while moving on an a u x i l i a r y 
track. 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commissioner: 
On September 5, 1955, there was a collision between 

a transfer train and a cut of cars on the Elgin, Jollet 
& Eastern Railway at Gary, Ind., which resulted in the 
death of one train-service employee, and the injury of 
three train-service employees. 

1 
Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com­

merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the 
Commission to Commissioner Clarke for consideration and 
disposition. 
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This aecj dent occurred on aa auxiliary yard lead 
trade, on that par t of the Gktry 01 vision extending between 
Kirk £ard, Oery lad.. , and Cavanaugh, Ind., 3 ,67 ml 1 ea, 
a double-track line. At a point ^pproxia&tely 1*31 miles 
west of the west end o f Xirk Yard a faoinr-pol it <irossovai' 
connects, tne two main tr*cks. Immediately west cf the 
crossovei" a lead truc& diverges from the **«twsrd aaisi 
track end attends otrithwKru a distance cf 4 697 feet to 
the Clarke ̂ ard of tne P*nrsylvanla Railroad. The lead 
track 1* 1 gaffed by ta« Pennsylvania K&llrottd, TlKeiable-
directions oQ the t . are east arid w « « t ^ and th*ee 
directions are used In th i s r e p o r t , The **<?<jid©nt o-?carrad 
on the 3 ead track at a po in t 3*056 f e e t v^et of the east 
switch, r̂ora the ea»t en the i*ad *r£ck there Is a 3 ? * 0 ^ 
curve to the l*rt 622 feet In length and « t^nrent 2,159 
r*'et tc the uclnt c f ctoaiuent and a considerable digt^nce 
westward* The grade Is 0*27 percent d w a r d i n g w«-?twi&rd 
at, the point of accident» 

Th: s carrier* a oouratlnp rules re*d In par t ae f o l l o w s : 

DBFIJUTIOHS. 

Haduc*d Opeed.—Proceed prepared to stop short of 
a train, obstruction^ or anything th#*; m y require the 
epoert of a train or engine to bp reduced* 

10*<„ Wh^n ̂ ara are pushed by an engine * * * a 
train<&att mu&t ta«.e a oonsnlouou* p o s i t i o n on the lead­
ing car, * * * Smpl oye rl dins: the 3 cadi ng car must 
maintain a shary« lookout ahead and reflate the no\e-
meat by proper hand s i gna l , * * # 

105, Ual0©a otherwise provided, trains or engines 
using a aiding or oth*r auxiliary track muot proceed 
a t reduced ^eed. 

# # • 

There 3 a no prescr ibed max! arum authorised S2?©ed on the 
track on which this accldent occurred. 
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Description 0f Ageldent 
Extra 441 Vast, s west-r.oun.1 transfer train, con­

sisted of a caboose, DieaeX-eleotric unit; 441, and 2^ 
freight oar*, in the order named. This train entered the 
weitward main track at the west afl of I irk Yard en route 
to Clarke Yard. It entered the lead treck at the ea*t 
switch, and while moving a* an estlaiated speed of about 
10 miles per hour it a truck a cut of 26 ears which were 
standing on that track. The aceioVnt occurred at a point 
3,055 feet west of the east 2ead-trsck ewiten. 

Extra 441 West stopped with the locomotive approximately 
at the point of colli ©ion, Tfte caboose vns demolished. Ho 
other equipment derailed. The locomotive and the east 
car In th# cut of cars on tna lead track vere somewhat 
damaged. 

One yard brake aan was billed. The en#lnoer, the fireman, 
and on® yard brakeman wer* injured. 

In the Immediate vicinity of the poiftt of accident the 
weather was b&fcy, and at was dars at the time of the accident, 
which occurred about 8 p. s< 

Tne brakes of Extra 441 Vest ver* tested before the train 
departed from Kirk ¥«rd, and they functioned proper!y. Kb en 
thlci train entered the wetrvard matn *r*c¥< the enginemen were 
In their respective posi tier & In the control apartment of 
the l o o o m o t i V e , tbe tino >ard br^e^^n were on the plUtform at 
the w e s t end of tne e^<boose, and the y&r4* conductor w e on 
the rear ear* 8*c*u.3p the caboose mi? r<oead of the locomotive, 
the headlight was dimmed. Tne narp In t he train were to be 
delivered to the Pennsylvania Railroad at Clarke lard, sr.d 
the l o c o m o t i v e was to return with the caboose. As the train 
was moving through the croacover a-id onto the lead track the 
ya rd conductor alighted, and after restoring the switches to 



norml p o s l t i o n foe remained I n t h i s v i c i n i t y . The 
surviving y a r d brakeman! s a i d that ae the train moved 
**«tward on t h e l e a d t r a c k he was on the n o r t h s i d e of 
the p l a t f o r m at the w e s t end of th© caboose and the o t h e r 
y^rd brake roan was on the o p p o s i t e s i d e * Re s a i d that 
when t h e t r a i n e n t e r e d the l e a d t r a c k the w e a t h e r war 
c l e a r and o b j e c t s were visible a t a d i s t a n c e of s e v e r a l 
hundred f e s t * The g r a d e on t h e l e a d t r a o k 1 s d e s c e n d i n g 
westward, and the yard brakeman s a i d that as the caboose 
®ove4 toward lower ground a haze materially restricted 
bis range o f vision. H* first saw the oara abe&& at a 
distance which he thought was about 80 feet. When he saw 
tha car® be $&ve & s t o p fflgn&l and called a warning to t h e 
o t h e r brakeman. Re a l i g h t e d b e f o r e the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . 
The en^rlneman s a i d that b e c a u s e of tne osbooae ahead of the 
looof to t i i r a they were uneb l e to see the tr&nk ahead. Hie 
engineer gate! that t he lantern of the yard brakeman on t h e 
n o r t h side of the pl&£ft?:m o f the c a b o o s e was visible at 
a l l t i m e s a f t e r tha t r ^ i n e n t e r ad the lead t r a c k . He s a i d 
t l iat a s t he t r a i n was c l o s e l y a p p r o * oh lng the p o i n t where 
the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d tJ-e yard 'brakeman gave a v5olent 
a top s i g n a l . He i m m e d i a t e l y isade an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n 
of t h e b r ake a . and tne c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d almost i m m e d i a t e l y 
afterward®. The ftvmm said that as the train app roached 
the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t he was m a i n t a i n i n g a l o o k o u t ahead 
and that there were no t l , m a l e g i v e n from t he s o u t h s i d e of 
th«* c a b o o s e . The s u r v i v i n g employees on the t r a i n e s t i m a t e d 
•ha t t h e t r a i n a p p r o a c h e d the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t a t a speed 
of IC- o r 12 m l l e a p e r hou r . 

The cars which wsre * t r a o k had been placed on t he lead 
t r a c k by a crew of the P e n n s y l v a n i a Railroad* A fer&ltsmaater 
of t n i B c a r r i e r 9aid that i t is no t unusual to l e a v e o a r s on 
this t r a c k when there i s n o t room f o r them on o t h e r t r a c k s 
and t h a t when this Js done it is not o u a t o o a r y to n o t i f y 
o t h e r c r e w s o f t he l o c a t i o n o f t he e a r n . The y a r d conductor 
of Dxtrm 441 mid that he had been instructed in the 
p a c t to wa tch f o r c a r s on t h i s t r a c k , bu t he c o u l d renember 
o n l y one p r e v i o u s o c c a s i o n on which h e had u s e d the t r a c k 
and the t r a c k had not been c l e a r . The a n p i n e e r had been on 
this assignment d u r i n g a period of s e v e r a l months, and be 
said that "on every trip he had mad© to Clarke Tard the lead 



- 8 3 * 5 8 

t r a c t had been c l e a r . The aurrlTln^ ya rd b rake&an s a i d 
that he had aade o n l y a f e w tripg to C l a r k e Yard and 
t h a t on each o f t h e s e J r i p s t h e l e a d t r aok had been 
c l e a r . 

The r u l e s o f t h i s c a r r i e r p r o v i d e t h a t a t r a i n moving 
on an a u x i l i a r y t r a c k must p r o c e e d at r educed s p e e d . This 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on an a u x i l i a r y t r a c k , and the.speed of 
E x t r a 441 V e s t was r e q u i r e d to be so c o n t r o l l e d t h a t I t 
cou ld h e s topped s h o r t o f a t r a i n or o b s t r u c t i o n . 

Thl ] e a t isaa caused by f a i l u r e to c o n t r o l t he 
s p e M o f P p r o p e r l y u h l l v s o v i n g on an a u x i l i a r y 
t r a eft „ 

-c? et ifeahlngtoA, thie thirteenth 
tT lobar, 190©. 

ti in* C o a a l e e l o n , Co anal e a l o n e r C l a r k * . 

B A W L S 0, MbO0TJ 

S e c r e t a r y . 


