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2 - Report No. 3630 

Date: 

Railroad: 

Location: 

Kind of aocldent: 

Equipment Involved: 

Train number: 

Engine number: 

C o n e i e t : 

Estimated speeds: 

Operation: 

Track: 

Weather: 

Time: . 

Casualties: 

Cause: 

SUMMARY. 

£qns 1t 1955 

Elgin, J e l l at 4 Eastern 

Gilmer, 111. 

Rear-end co l l i s ion 

Track motor-car : Freight train 
with t r a i l e r 

: 3 

: Dlese l -e lec ­
t r l c unit 
106 

: 44 cars, 
caboose 

Standing : 30 m. p. h. 

Timetable, train orders, and 
automatic block-signal 
system 

Single; tangent' 0.69 percent 
descending grade westward 

Cloudy 

12:10 p . m. 

1 k i l l e d 

Failure to provide adequate protec­
tion for movement of track motor-
oar 



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3630 

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

ELGIN, JOLIET & EASTERN RAILWAY COMPANY 

Aocident near Gilmer, 111., on June 7, 1955, caused by 
fa i lure to provide adequate protection for the 
movement of a traok motor-car. 

CLARKE, Commissioner: 

On June 7, 1955, there was a rear-end co l l i s i on 
between a track motor-car and t r a i l e r , coupled, and a 
freight train on the Elgin, J o l i e t & Eastern Railway a t 
Gilmer, 111. , whioh resulted in the death of one main­
tenance-of-way employee. 

Under authority of section 17 (2 ) of the Inters tate 
Commerce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred 
by the Commission to Commissioner Clarke for consider­
ation and disposi t ion. 

June 30, 1955 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

T 



f Bait- Joliet, 111. 37*63 ad. 
15.59 rat. Lake Zurich 3.34 *i. Point of accident 0,29 mi. 
3*42 al* tighten 5.30 mi. 
7.51 mi. Waukegan, Ill* 
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5 3630 

Location of Accident and Method of Operation 

This accident occurred on that part of the J o l i e t 
Division extending between East J o l i e t and tfaukegan, 
111., 73.08 miles. In the v i c i n i t y of the point of 
accident this i s a single-track l ine* over which trains 
are operated by timetable, train orders, and an auto­
matic block-signal system. The accident ooeurred on 
the main track at a point 56.66 miles west of East J o l i e t 
and 1,826 fee t east of Silmcr Road, Ollmer, 111. From 
the east, there are, in succession, a tangent 4,217 feet 
in length, a 3*06' curve to the r ight 1,632 fee t , and a 
tangent 464 feet to the point of accident and a consider­
able distance westward. The grade i s 0*69 percent 
descending westward at the point of accident. 

Automatio signal 187, governing west-bound movements, 
and automatlo signal 186, governing east-bound movements, 
are located 1.18 miles east of the point of accident. 
These signals are of the searchlight type and are con­
tinuously l ighted. 

This c a r r i e r s rules for the operation of track motor-
ears read in part as fol lows: 

78. Traok oars must not be placed on tracks 
unless tracks are seen or known to be clear or 
unt i l proper train l i ne up has f i r s t been 
received. 

79, Track car operators must obtain a train 
l i n e up of train movements on prescribed form. 
Train l i ne up w i l l be in writing whether received 
from station operator or taken by motor car 
operator over phone * * * 

82. Motor car operators w i l l obtain further 
check on trains at a l l open stations when passing 
through enroute. 
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8 3 , B N P L O Y E I N C H A R G E O F M O T O R C A R E W I L L B E 
R E Q U I R E D A T A L L T I M E S T O K E E P H I M S E L F I N F O R M E D 
A S T O T R A I N M O V E M E N T S I N T H E V I C I N I T Y O F T H E I R 
O P E R A T I O N S O A S T O A V O I D U N N E C E S S A R Y H A Z A R D S 
F R O M R U N N I N G I N T H E F A C E O F T R A F F I C . T H E Y M U S T 
P R O T E C T T H E M S E L V E S W H E N E V E R A N D W H E R E V E R N E C E S S A R Y . 

T H E M A X I M U M A U T H O R I S E D S P E E D S A R E 4 5 M I L E S P E R H O U R 
F O R F R E I G H T T R A I N S , 2 5 M I L E S P E R H O U R F O R T R A C K M O T O R -
O A R S O N T A N G E N T T R A C K , A N D 1 6 M I L E S P E R H O U R F O R T R A O K 
M O T O R - O A R S O N C U R V E S . 

D E S C R I P T I O N O F A C C I D E N T 

T R A O K M O T O R - O A R 4 6 2 , T O W I N G T R A I L E R A - 2 4 , D E P A R T E D 
W E S T - B O U N D F R O M L A K E Z U R L O H , 53.22 M I L E S W E S T O F E A S T 
J O L L E T , A B O U T 11 : 6 5 A . ffl» T H E T R A C K M O T O R - C A R W A S 
O C C U P I E D B Y A S E C T I O N F O R E M A N and T H R E E S E C T L O N M E N . T H E ~ 
T R A I L E R W A S L O A D E D W I T H 1 2 T I E S . T H E T R A C K M O T O R - C A R W A S 
S T O P P E D A T A P O I N T 3 . 3 4 M I L E S W E S T O F L A K E Z U R L O H A N D 
1 , 6 2 6 F E E T E A S T O F G I L M E R R O A D T O P E R M I T T H E S E C T L O N M E N 
T O A D J U S T T H E T I E S O N T H E T R A I L E R . S E V E R A L M I N U T E S L A T E R 
T H E T R A I L E R W A S S T R U O K B Y N O . 3 . 

N O . 3, A W E S T - B O U N D S E C O N D - C L A S S F R E I G H T T R A I N , C O N ­
S I S T E D O F D L E S E L - E L E C T R L C U N I T 1 0 6 , 4 4 C A R S , A N D A C A B O O S E . 
T H I S T R A I N A R R I V E D A T L A K E Z U R I C H A T 1 1 : 5 0 A . M . A N D 
D E P A R T E D A T 1 2 : 0 3 P . M . 5 H O U R S 3 8 M I N U T E S L A T E , W H I L E 
I T W A S M O V I N G A T A N E S T I M A T E D S P E E D O F 3 0 M I L E S P E R H O U R 
I T S T R U O K T H E T R A C K M O T O R - C A R A N D T R A I L E R . 

N O . 3 S T O P P E D W I T H T H E F R O N T O F T H E L O C O M O T I V E 1 , 8 7 9 
F E E T W E S T O F T H E P O I N T O F A C C I D E N T . T H E F R O N T O F T H E 
L O C O M O T I V E W A S S L I G H T L Y D A M A G E D . T H E T R A O K M O T O R - C A R A N D 
T H E T R A I L E R W E R E M O V E D W E S T W A R D T O T H E P O I N T A T W H I C H T H E 
L O C O M O T I V E O F N O . 3 S T O P P E D . T H E Y W E R E D E M O L I S H E D . 

T H E S E C T I O N F O R E M A N W A S K I L L E D . 

T H E W E A T H E R W A S C L O U D Y A N D T H E R E W A S A L I G H T H A Z E A T 
T H E T I M E O F T H E A C C I D E N T , W H I C H O C C U R R E D A T 1 2 : 1 0 P * M* 
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T R A C K M O T O R - C A R 4 6 2 W A S P O W E R E D B Y A F O U R - C Y L I N D E R 
E N G I N E A N D W A G E Q U I P P E D W I T H A T H R E E - S P E E D T R A N S M I S S I O N 
A N D A C H A I N D R I V E . I T W A S E Q U I P P E D W I T H W I N D S H I E L D S A T 
F R O N T A N D R E A R A N D W I T H A S T E E L T O P . I T H A D S E A T I N G 
O A P A O L T Y F O R E I G H T P E R S O N A . T H E T R A I L E R W A S C O N S T R U C T E D 
W I T H A F L A T W O O D E N D E C K . B O T H T H E T R A C K M O T O R - C A R A N D 
T H E T R A I L E R W E R E I N S U L A T E D TO P R E V E N T T H E S H U N T I N G O F 
T R A O K C I R C U I T S . 

D U R I N G T H E 3 0 - D A Y P E R I O D P R E C E D I N G T H E D A Y O F T H E 
A C C I D E N T T H E A V E R A G E D A L L Y M O V E M E N T I N T H E V L O L N I T Y O F 
T H E P O I N T O F A C O I D E N T W A S 1 0 . 9 T R A I N S * 

D I S C U S S I O N 

O N T H E D A Y O F T H E A C C I D E N T T H E S E C T I O N F O R C E W A S 
E N G A G E D I N M A I N T E N A N C E - O F - W A Y W O R K B E T W E E N L A K E Z U R I C H 
A N D R O N D O U T , 1 2 . 3 5 M I L E S W E S T O F L A K E Z U R I C H . D U R I N G T H E 
F O R E N O O N T H E F O R E M A N O B T A I N E D T W O L I N E - U P S O F T R A I N M O V E ­
M E N T S . T H E S E L I N E - U P S C O N T A I N E D T H E I N F O R M A T I O N T H A T N O . 
3 W A S E X P E C T E D T O L E A V E E A S T J O L I E T A T 7 : 3 0 A . M . A N D 
S P A U L D I N G , 1 5 . 5 9 M I L E S E A S T O F L A K E Z U R I C H , A T 9 : 3 0 A . M . 
A B O U T 1 1 : 3 0 A . M . T H E S E C T I O N F O R E M A N I N S T R U C T E D O N E O F 
T H E S E C T L O N M E N T O G O TO T H E S T A T I O N A T L A K E Z U R I C H A N D 
O B T A I N F U R T H E R I N F O R M A T I O N C O N C E R N I N G N O . 3 A N D T W O E A S T -
B O U N D T R A I N S . A T T H I S T I M E T H E T R A C K M O T O R - C A R A N D T R A I L E R , 
W E R E A S H O R T D I S T A N C E W E S T O F T H E S T A T I O N . W H I L E T H E 
S E C T I O N M A N W A S A T T H E S T A T I O N T H E T R A I N D I S P A T C H E R I N F O R M E D 
T H E O P E R A T O R T H A T N O . 3 S H O U L D B E C L O S E L Y A P P R O A C H I N G 
L A K E Z U R I C H A N D W O U L D S E T O F F O N E C A R A N D A D D O N E C A R T O T H E 
T R A I N A T T H A T P O I N T , A N D T H A T N O . 3 W O U L D M E E T T H E F I R S T 
E A S T - B O U N D T R A I N S A T L E I T H T O N , 7 , 0 5 M I L E S W E S T O F L A K E 
Z U R I C H * T H E O P E R A T O R R E L A Y E D T H I S I N F O R M A T I O N T O T H E 
S E C T I O N M A N . N O . 3 S T O P P E D I N F R O N T O F T H E S T A T I O N A S T H E 
S E C T I O N M A N W A S L E A V I N G . T H E S E C T I O N M A N R E T U R N E D T O T H E 
T R A O K M O T O R - C A R A N D T O L D T H E F O R E M A N T H A T N O , 3 W O U L D S E T 
O F F A N D A D D C A R S T O T H E T R A I N A T L A K E Z U R I C H A N D W O U L D M E E T 
T H E T W O E A S T - B O U N D T R A I N S A T L E I T H T O N . T H E F O R E M A N D E C I D E D 
T O L E A V E L A K E Z U R I C H A H E A D O F N O . 3 , A N D T H E T R A C K M O T O R - C A R 
A N D T R A I L E R E N T E R E D T H E M A I N T R A C K A T A S W I T C H L O C A T E D A B O U T 
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2,500 f ee t vest of the stat ion. At this time the 
occupants of the ear could see that the locomotive of 
No. 3 had been detached and had entered an auxil iary 
track. After the traok motor-car paasag signal 186 one 
of the sectlonmen observed that the signal was display­
ing a yel low aspect, indicating that No. 3 had not 
departed from Lake Zurich. A short time l a te r the 
foreman observed that the t i es on the t r a i l e r had 
shifted, and he stopped the track motor-oar and directed 
the sectlonmen to rearrange the load. As this work was-
being completed one of the sectlonmen observed that No. 
3 had entered the curve east of the point at which the 
traok motor-car was standing. He varned the other members 
of the fo rce . The foreman attempted to start the track 
motor-oar, then alighted immediately before the t r a i l e r 
was struck by No. 3. He was struck by a t i e when the 
co l l i s ion occurred. 

As No. 3 was approaching the point where the acoi-
dent occurred the enginemen were maintaining a lookout 
ahead from their posi t ions In the control compartment of 
the locomotive* The fireman, a qualif ied engineer, was 
operating the locomotive. The front brakeman and the 
flagman were In the control compartment, and the conductor 
was in the caboose. The headlight was l igh ted . As the 
locomotive was moving on the curve east of the point of 
accident the enginemen1 a view of the track ahead was some­
what obstructed by vegetation north of the traok. The 
fireman f i r s t saw the track motor-car at a distance which 
he estimated was about 1,200 f e e t . When he saw the car he 
immediately made an emergency application of the brakes 
and Sounded a warning on the pneumatic horn* The employees 
on the locomotive estimated that the speed T-M.3 about 30 
miles per hour when the co l l i s ion occurred. 

The rules of this carrier provide that track motor-oars 
must not be placed on tracks unless the tracks are seen or 
known to be clear or unt i l a llne-up of train movements has 
been received. The operators of track motor-cars are required 
to obtain further Information on trains at each open o f f i c e . 



9 - 3 6 3 0 

I N T H E L N E T A N T C A S E T H E S E C T I O N F O R E M A N K N E W T H E L O C A T I O N 
O F H O , 3 A T T H E T I M E H E D E P A R T E D F R O M L A K E Z U R I C H . O R D I N A R ­
I L Y W H E N N O . 3 I N C L U D E S O A R S T O B E S E T O F F A T L A K E Z U R I C H 
I T L A A T T H A T S T A T I O N F R O M 2 0 TO 2 6 M I N U T E S , A N D A P P A R E N T L Y 
T H E F O R E M A N C O N S I D E R E D T H A T T H E R E W O U L D B E S U F F I C I E N T T I M E 
F O R H I M T O P R E C E D E T H E T R A I N T O L E L T H T O N . N O . 3 D E P A R T E D 
F R O M L A K E Z U R I C H 1 3 M I N U T E S A F T E R I T A R R I V E D , A N D I T A P P E A R S 
P R O B A B L E T H A T T H E D E P A R T U R E W A S A B O U T 1 0 M I N U T E S E A R L I E R 
T H A N A N T I C I P A T E D B Y T H E F O R E M A N . 

D U R I N G T H E P A S T 1 0 Y E A R S T H E C O M M I S S I O N H A S I N V E S T I ­
G A T E D 6 9 C O L L I S I O N S , , I N C L U D I N G T H E P R E S E N T C A S E , I N W H I C H 
T R A C K M O T O R - C A R S W E R E I N V O L V E D . T H E S E A C C I D E N T S R E S U L T E D 
I N T H E D E A T H O F 9 4 P E R S O N S A N D T H E I N J U R Y O F 1 7 7 P E R S O N S . 

C A U S E 

T H I S A C C I D E N T W A S C A U S E D B Y F A I L U R E TO P R O V I D E A D E Q U A T E 
P R O T E C T I O N F O R T H E M O V E M E N T O F A track M O T O R - C A R . 

D A T E D A T W A S H I N G T O N , D, C , T H I S T H I R T I E T H 
D A Y O F J U N E , 1 9 6 5 . 

B Y T H E C O M M I S S I O N , C O M M I S S I O N E R C L A R K E . 

( S E A L ) HAROLD D. McCOY, 
Secretary. 


