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SUMMARY "i
Date: duna 7, 1885
Rellroad: Elgin, Jdoliet & Eastern
Location: fAlmer, Ill,
Kind of aocident: Rear-end colliaion
Equipment involved: Track motor-car : Frelight train
with traller
Traln number: s
Engine number: : Diesel-elen~
trio unit |
108 g
Conelst: : 44 oars,
caboose
Eatimated epeeds: Standing : 30 m, p. h.
Cperation: Timetable, train orders, and
automatic block-slignal
syatem
Track: Single; tangent; 0.89 percent
descending graée westvard
Weou ther: Cloudy
Tipe: . 12:10 p., m.
Casualtles: 1 killed
Cause: Fallure te provide adequate protec-— (.

tion for movement of track motor-
oar
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMI3SIOK

REPORT NO. 3630

IN THE MATTER OF MAXING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPCRTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910,

ELGIR, JOLIET & EASTERN RATLWAY COMPANY

-
June 30, 1955 A

Accident near Gilmer, Ill., on June 7, 1655, ocaused by

fallure to provide adequate protection for the
movement of & traok motor-car.

1
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

CLAREE, Commiggionar:

On June 7, 1955, there was a rear—end colllsion
between a track motor-csr and trailer, coupled, and a
frelght train on the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Rallway at
Gilmer, Ill., which resulted in the death of one main-
tenange-of-vay employee,

.

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate
Commerce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred

by the Commission te Commissloner Clarke for consider-
ation and &ieposition.
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Logation of Accident and Method of Operation

Thls accldent occurred on that part of the Jolliet
Divielon extending betwaen East Joliet and Waukegan,
I1l,, 73.08 miles. In the vioinity of the point of
accldent this 1s a single-track line, over which trains
are operated by timetable, train orders, and an auto-
matic block-elgnal system. The acoldent occurred on
the main track at a point 56.56 miiss west of East Jollet
and 1,825 feet east of Gllmer Road, Gilmer, Ill, From
the east, there are, in succeseion, a tangent 4,217 feet
in length, a 3°08' curve to the right 1,632 feet, and a
tangent 464 feet to the point of acoldent and a conglder-
able distance weatward. The grade is 0.69 percent
descending westward at the peint of accldent,

Automatlioc slgnal 187, governing west-bound movements,
and automatioc signal 186, governing east-bound movements,
are located 1.18 miles #ast of the point of accident.
Theee aligrale are of the searchlight type and are con-
tlnuously lighted,

Thies carrier’'s ruleas for the operation of track motor-
cars read in part as follows:

78. Track cars must not be placed on tracks
unless tracke are seen or known to be olear or
untll proper train line up hae first been
recelved.

79. Track car operatora must obtaln a irsin
1line up of traln movements on prescribed form.
Train line up will be 1n writing whether received
from station operator or taken by motor car
operator over phone * # ¥

82. Motor car operatore will obtaln further
check on trains at all open statlons when passing
through enroute,
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83. Employe 1n charge of motor cars will be
required at all times to keep himgelf informed
as to traln movements in the vieinity of thelr
operation so sg to awvold unnecezsary hazardse
from rumning in the face of trarffic, They must
protect themselvas whenever and wherever neocsssary,

The maximum autherized speeds are 45 miles per hour
Tor freight trains, 25 mlles per hour for track motor-
oars on tangent track, and 15 miles per hour for track
mo ter-cars on ourvea,

Degscription of Accident

Track motor-car 462, towing traller A-24, departed
west-bound from Lake Zurich, 93.22 mllea weat of Eaat
Jollet, about 11:65 &, m, The track motor-car was
ocoupled by & seotlon foreman and three sectionmen. The -
traller was loaded with 12 ties. The track motor-car was
stopped at a polnt 3,34 miles west of Lake Zurioh and
1,826 feet east of Gllmer Road to permit the seotlonmen
to adjust the ties on the traller. Several minutes later
the traller was atruck by No. J.

No. 3, a west-bound second-class freight traln, con-
slsted of Diesel-electric unit 108, 44 cars, and a cabogas.
This train arrived at Lake Zurich at 11:50 a, m. and
departed at 12:03 p. m., 5 hours 35 minutes late., While
1t was moving at an estinated epeed of 30 miles per hour
it struck the track motor-car and trailer,

No. 3 stopped with the front of the locomotive 1,879
feet waat of the point of aoccldent. The front of the
loocomotive was elightly damaged, The track motor-car and
the traller were moved westward to the polnt at which the
locomotive of No. 3 stopped. They were demolished.

The aection foreman waa killled.

The weather was cloudy and there was & light haze at
the time of the accident, which occurred at 12:10 p. m.
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Track motor-sar 462 was powered by a four-cylinder
engine ant was equipped with a three-speed transmission
and a chain drive, It was equipped with windshields at
front and rear and with a stesel top. It had seating
oapaclty for eight persons. The trailer was conatrupcted
with a flat wooden deck. Both the track motor-car snd
the trailer were insylated to prevent the shunting of
track oircuits,

During the 30=day period preceding the day of the
Accldent the average dally movement in the vioinlty of
the polnt of acoident was 10,9 trains,

Dlscussion

On the day of the accident the section force was
engaged in maintenance-of-way work between Lake Zurich
and Rondout, 12,35 milee west of Lake Zurlch, During the
forenocon the foreman obtained two line-ups of train move-
ments, These line-ups contained the information that No.
J wag expeoted to leave Eagt Joliet at 7:30 a. m. 2nd
ﬂggulding, 15,59 miles eaat of Lake Zurich, at 9:30 a. MW,
About 11:30 a. m., the section foreman inetructed one of
the gectlionmen to go to the atation at Lake Zurich and
obtaln further information concerning No. 3 and two east-
bound tralns, At this time the track motor-car and Iraller
vere a ghort distance weat of the station. Whlle the
sectionman was at the station the train dispatcher informed
the operator that No, 3 should be closgely approaching
Lake Zurlch and would set off one car and add one car to the
train at that point, and that No. 3 would meet the first two
eagt-bound trains at Lelthten, 7,05 miles west of Lake
Zurich, The operator relayed this information to the
seatlionman. No, 2 atoppsd in front of the station as the
seotionman was leaving., The sectionman returned to the
track motor-car and told the foreman that No, 3 would set
off and add cars to the train at Leke Zurich and would mee}l
the two east-bound trains at Lelthton, The foreman decided
to leave Lake Zurigh akead of No, 3, and the track mo tor-car
and trailer entered the mein track at & swltch located about
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2,500 feet west of the station, At thle time the
occupants of the ear could see that the locomotive of

No. 3 had been detached and had entered an auxiliary
track. After the track motor-cer passyg signal 186 one ()
of the sectionmen observed that the signsl was display-
ing a yellow aspect, indicating that No. 3 had not
departed from Lake Zurioh, A short time later the
foreman observed that the tles on the traller had

ghifted, and he stopped the track motor-car and directed
the sectlionmen to rearrange the load. Ag this work was
being completed one of the sectionmen observed that No.

3 had entered the curve east of the point at which the
track motor-car was standing, He vmrned the other members
of ths force. The foremen attempted to gtart the track
motor-car, then alighted immedlately before the traller
wa8 atruck by Ho. 3. He was struck by a tle when the
colllslon ocscurred,

A8 No. 3 wad approaching the point where the acoi-
dent occurred the englnemen were malntzining a lookout
ahead from their poslitions in the control compartment of
the loocomotive. The fireman, a qualified engineer, was
operating the loocomotive. e front brakeman and the
flagmsn were in the control soppartmsnt, and the conductor
was in the cabooge. The heedlight waas lighted. Ae the
locomotive was moving on the curve east of the polnt of
accldent the enginemen's view of the track ahead was some—
what obatructed by vegetatlon north of the t{rack, The
fireman first saw the track moter-car at = dlstance which
he estimated was about 1,200 feet. When he gew the car he
immedliately mede an emergency application of the brakes
and sounded & warning on ths pneumatic horn. The employses
on the locomotive eatimated that the speed was about 30
miles per hour when the cellislon cecurred.

Ths rules of this carrier provide that track motor-cars
mugt not be placed eon tracks unleas the tracks are seen or
known to be oclear or until a line-up of train movements haa
been recelved. The operators of track motor-cars are required
to obtaln further information on trains at each open office,



-9 - 3630

In the inetant case the seotion foreman knew the location
of No, 3 at the time he departed from Lake Zurich. Ordinar-
11y when No., 3 includes cars to be set off at Lake Zurich

it 1s at that station from 20 to 26 minutes, and apparently
the foreman conaidered that there would bs sufficlent time
for hir to precede the traln to Leithton. MNo, 3 departed
from Lake Zurich 13 minutes after it arrived, and it appears
probeble that the departure was about 10 minutes earller
than antieipated by the foreman,

During the past 10 years the Commlesion has inveatl-
gated 69 oollisilons, inoluding the present oase, in which

track motor-cars were involved, Thege accidents resulted
in the death of 94 persons and the injury of 177 persons.

g&g [}

This acctdent was caused by failure to provide adequate
protection for the movement of & track motor-car.

Dated at Washington, D, C., this thirtieth
day of June, 1955,

By the Commisslon, Commissioner Clarke,

{ SEAL) HAROLD D, McCOY,
S8ecretary.



