;
i

st Tt e x0T TISTe St S e LT T T AT SR seE Nigay Pt g oo WBEESLESL Ly, P B o

- e R R e e i sl o SO Dragrt I el T NS e AR PERGLEASSS 5 T TR e ok 2

Ion
AY
N

aQ
~
7

COILIIS
2
R
D
LL., O

e~
v
TOX
no.
TRRT
ACC
T
or, I
1943

G

T, ! e [43]
g C,

1 & O <§ [ H O

P 4 - I — —

3 o 4 ok O

O w < O H 4

O <5 (& I —
v P A R o B o

] [+ U

F8

<,

—

i

— A= =
S -~ bk
. AN

£+ =
= -
e
H 5
Hi
b




oy

o R e Ep e

Railroad:

Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Trains involved:
Train numbars:
Engine numbers:
Conealst:

Speed:

Oueration:

Track:

Weatner:
Time:
Casugltles:

Cause:
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SUMMARY

Elgin, Joliet znd Eastern
April 19, 1943
East Joliet, Il1.

Rear-end ccllieion

Freicnt i Freignt

Extra 7006 Wegt 1 Extra 718 West
706 : 718

36 cars, cabooge : 31 cars, cuoboose
Standing 1 6=18 m, p. n.

Timetable, troin orders and
automatic block-signal system

Double; 1°929'50" curve to rignt;
0.87 pvercent descending greade
we s tward

Cloudy
About £:45 a. m.
1 k1lled; 2 injured

Accident caucged oy fellure to
provide adequate flag protec-
tion for precedin: train, and
by feilure to operate folloving
tr+in in accordance witn signhal
intications
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Il THS [ATTZR OF MAKING ACCIDSNT INVTSTICGAT
JI'DER THZ ACCIDENT REFORTS ACT OF lIAY 6, 1910.

THd% EZLGIN, JOLIZT AYD FASTER! RAILWAY COMPANY

June 7, 1¢43.

2

Accident near East Joliet, I1l., on soril 19, 1940, caused
oy foilure to orovide edequate flag protection for
preceding train, and by failure to operate following
train in accordance with signel indicetTions.

1
ROPORY OF THT COITITSSION

PATTTRSON, Commissioner:

Ca &pril 19, 1943, ther
tween oo freiagant treins on
Reilve

2 wag a reer-cnd collision be-
the Zlgin, Joliet and Eastern

den® vas 1laovcstigeted in conjunction 1vith a rcoresentative
of ctae Illinois Commerce Conmicsion.

J ncar Zast Joliet, I11., wnicn rceultcd in the deatn
of onc cmoloyece and the inJurv of two cmvloyces. Tnis acci-

Ltncer euthority of geccion 17 (2) of the Incerstete Coamerce
Act tinc above-entitled oroceeding was referred by tne Comnaission
to uomrluuloner Pattercon for cocnsideration and disposition.
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Location of Accldent and Methnod ol Operation

Tnis accldent occurred on that part of tre Joliet Divicion
exuencﬁng between Porter, Ind., and East Joliet, I1l., 58.7

n

mile In the vicinity of the polnt of accldent tais 1s a
ouole trock line. Trains moving with the current of traffic

on tne vestwerd mein track are onerated by timetable, train

orders and an automatic Llock-sign al system. Tne accident oc-

curred on tne westward main track 1.5 milcs east of East Joliect
Approacning Trom tne east tnere arc, in successlion, a 29 curve

to the rignt 1,152 feet in lcngth, a tangent 3,779 fect, and o

1°20150" curve to tas rignt 5,591 foot to tnc poin of accident
and 1,500 fecet beyond. Tnc gr ¢ for wecegt-bound trains is 0.97
pcreent descending througiiout e distance of 3,098 foot cast of

tnne noint of accldoent,

Auctomatic signals 781, 771 ond 761, wnlch fovcrn west-bound
movements on the westwarc main track, arc locetced, respectively,
11,472, 5,380 and 274 feebt east of the point of accident. Tnese
signels are of tne color-lignt type, and are aporoacn lignted.
Tne involved aspects end corresnonding indications and names of
thesz signels are as follows:

Signgle 781 and 771

Agpect Indication Mame

Yellow Proceed prepared to gton at Apbroacn.
next signal. Train ervceed-
ing medium speed must at once
reduce to tnalt sneed.

Signal 781

Red over Stcp; then proceed ot re- 8top and pro-
number gstricted speed. ceed.
XJJ- ta‘l: G .

Overating ruvleg read in pert ag Tollows

CEINITICNS.

Medium Sveed.--A gpeed not sxceedlng twenty
1ive miles per nour.

LR
Restricted SBpeesd.--4 gveed not cxceeding
waicit will enabls ¢ Lroin or enoine to stop

t of a train angpd obstrvction, or switcn not
vrooerly lined, and to look oul for brolcu rail.
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14, Engine Wnistle Signals.

NOTE.--Thc signals prescribed are 1illus-
tratcd by "o" for snort sounds; "___ " for longor
soundg, ¥ # #

oW %
(c) 00 0 Flagman protect rcar
of trailn.
LI
(e) __ __ __ _ __ Flogmon may return
from cast.
% W

34. A1l members of cngine and train crews must,
wncn nractlcable, communicate to cacn other by its
name tire indication of ezen slgnel affecting thne
rnovement of tneir train’ or engine.

All such employes must know from oobsgervation
tne indication displeyed hefore calliny or answering.

35. Tne following siecnals will be uced by flagmen:

Day 8ipnale--A red flag,
Torpedoeg and
Fugees.

%o %

99. Waen sz trein stops under clrcumstances in walch
it may be overteken by snotner train, the flagman
mugt £0 beck immediately with flasgman's eignols a
sufficient dlctance to 1lasure full »rotection,
placingz two torvedoes, and wnen necesgary, in addi-
ticn, displaying lignted fusees.

ot O

When recalled end sefety to train will permit,
ne may return.

Wnen the conditiong reaulre, ne will leave tne

torpecoecs and & lirnted fuszc.
%% W%

Tne meoximum autaorized gpeced Tol froignt trains 1s 49

per nour,

miler
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Degcrivtion of Accident

Zxtra 700 'est, a west-bound freignt train, conslsting of
engine 706, 33 loaded and 3 empty cars and a caboose, departed
from Brisgbene, 8.22 milesg eagt of Easct Joliet and the lasct open
office, at 8:19 a. m,, according to tne dispatcner's record of
movement or trolns, stopped at signal 761, wnich displayed stop-
and-proceed, tnen proceeded and stopped at 8:35 a. m., wlth the
ceboose standing 274 feet west of signal 761, About 10 minutes
later tae rear end was struck by Extra 718 West.

Extra 718 West, a weat-bound freignt train, conslsting of
engine 718, 29 loaded and 2 emnty cars and o caboose, passed
Srisvene ot 8:37 a. m., according to the dispstcher's record of
movement of tralns, passed signals 781 and 771, wihich disnlayed
approacn, paceed signal 761, wnhicn dlsplayed stop-and-proceed,
and wnile moving at & speed varlouvsly estimeted as 6 to 18 miles
per nour 1t collided with the rear end of Extra 706 West.

Tne canoose of Extrg 706 was demolisned. Tne rear Struck
of tne rcar crr» wes derailed and thils car was sligntly damaged.
Enginc 718 wac dereiled to the right and stopoed, badly dam-
aged, pracftically unright snd at risnt snples to the westward
mein track. The tsnder was seporated from the engine and stopned
on 1ts left side on the eactword main track.

It wes cloudy ot the time of the accident, wnicn occurred
apout 8145 a. m.

Tne employee killed wes tne enginecr of Extra 718 West.
Tne employees injurced were the firemsn and the front brakeman
of Extra 718 West.

Tne rules governing oneration on tnis line provide tnat wnen
o trein scope under circumstences in which 1t may be overtaken
by -~notier train thc flegmen must go back immedietely with flog-
men's glgnels a sufficient distonce to incure full protection.
Wnen rccelled, he mey return 17 1t is safe to do so. He must
plece torvedoes ond leave a lignted fusee 1f conditions require.
Undcr tnce rules poverning operation in rutomatic block-signal
territory, on npuvroccn indicetion requircs thot the epced of a
troin must be reduced immedictely to a speed not exceeding 25
milce per nour, ond the trein must be preparcd to stor ot the
ncxt signel. A stop-and-proccod indicetion rcquirees a traln
to stop ~t thoe signel, then it may procccd prepered to stop
saort of o train or sn ohgtruction.
"Wost stopred ebout 8:35 o, m. with tne cebooce

06
foot west of eignal 761. About 1C minutes later

Extro 7
gtrnding 274
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rear end was struck by Extra 718 West.

—
]
(9]

Wnen Extra 708 stopped west of signsl 761, tne conductor
and tne flagmen were in the csbooge. Soon afterward tne {lag-
mer went brok %o provide fleg protection. He gold ne reeccned
a point about 890 feet enst of the cabooge and remnlned toere
until ne aecrd two snort blests of on engine whistle. He
thougnt tnig signol indlerted thrt nis treoin wes preparing to
move westwrrd. Since the engine-wnlgtle signal for renr-cnd
protection wae net sounded, ne nssumed tnat tne slgnel Tor tne
flagman to return to the trrin would not be sounde d. As no
troin was seen epprocching from thne engt he did not plece tor-
pedoees con the reil or leave a lightcd fugee. He returned to
tne cnboore end soon oftervord Extre 718 was gecn appro~cning
ot ~ distance of 1,600 fect. The conductor snd tne flrgmon
immodlcotely ron » dictance of rbout 600 feet towrrd tne r~p-
proceciaing froin ond the conduvctor gnvo gtop sipnerls with o red
fleg, but Extr- 718 preegod them rad collided wlth their treoin.
If eodequate flog protecoion had boon provided for Extra 706
thle accident would neve booern averted.

As

Extra 718 ware 'ppraaching signel 731, loceted 11,472
fecet cost of
6 45

tne »oint whore the c¢2l1lisisn occurred, tne speed
wog aborub 45 milee per nour. The erginemen wvere on tnelr re-
epective rideg cf thne enclne ~nd the front brakeman wee standing
beside tne engineer. Thnege employens were melnteining o lookout
onerd.  There woar no eonditicn of tne ongine wnlen obscurcd the
view rnecd or distrncted tneir ”tLG 1ti~n, The breokes functizned
preperly ot oll points where ured en rouve. Signal 781 die-
plryed aphreoen ~nd the engincce node - sorvioe breke-pine
redaccl a, whicnh reduced tae speed i~ obout 25 miles per ncur.
Tnis egpeed wrs maint-ined ~s the trein possed signol 771, waich
diaepl-yed coororca. Wnen the engine rencned e point ubou
1,800 Teet eret of ciinel 761 the front bronkeman observed tnot
tais signel wes dlsoleying eton-sond-proceed. Becruse ne tnougnt
the cn-oineer sorw the indlcation disolayed by tnie signal, ne
d1d not crll tne indicrtion, »nd tre engincer did not C”ll it.
cecnuse of Grock curveture, LqL fireman covld not sece ecignal
76l vniil the cnpine reached n noint ~bout 500 feet east of 1t.
Tnen e obuvrved simultrncoucly two memberg of the crew of
“xtra Y06 ziving <tep einele ~nd the stop-ond-procced indice-
tion displ-oycd Dby tnie signel. He colled a wornlng to tne
envincer, wno immedisrtely moved tnie brokc valve to cmergency
nogition, Lut tke collicion occurred before Fxtre 718 could be
ctopued. Wiy Extrse 718 wong not stopned ian accordence witn tne
ctop-cnd-proceed indicrotion displayed by signel 761 could rot
pe determined, as the engineer wrg frtelly injured in the acci-
dent. Tne rul,g required thne employeec wno were on tne engine
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to communicate to eacn other tne indication of eacn silgnal
affecting the movement of tnelr train. If the front brakeman
ned called tne stop-and-proceed indication displayed by signal
761 at tne time he first observed 1t, it is provable tnls acci-
dent would nave been averted.

Cause
It ig found that tnis accident was causcd by fallurc to
provide adequate flag protection for the preceding traln, and
by feilure to operate tnc followlng train in accordance witn
slgnal indications.

Dated at Wasnington, D. C., this seventn
day of June, 1943.

By tho Commiesion, Commiesioner Patterson.

W. P. PARTEL,
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