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SUMMARY 

Railroad: 

Date: 

Location: 

Kind of accident: 

Trains involved: 

Train numbers: 

Engine numbers: 

Consist: 

Speed: 

Operation: 

Track: 

Vie ather: 

Time: 

Casualties: 

Cause: 

Elgin, Joliet and Eastern 

April 19, 1943 

East Joliet, 111. 

Rear-end collision 

Freight 

Extra 706 West 

706 

36 cars, caboose 

Standing 

Freight 

Extra 718 West 

718 

31 cars, caboo 

6-18 m. p. h. 

Timetable, train orders and 
automatic block-signal system 

Double; 1°29 ,B0" curve to rignt; 
0.37 percent descending grade 
we s tward 

Cloudy 

About 8:45 a. m. 

1 killed; 2 injured 

Accident caused by failure to 
provide adequate flag protec­
tion for preceding train, and 
by failure to operate following 
train in accordance witn signal 
indications 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

INVESTIGATION NO. 2694 

IN THE MATTER OE MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
PENDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OE MAY 6, 1910. 

THE ELGIN, JOLIET A"''D EASTERN RAILWAY COMPANY 

June 7, 1943. 

Accident near East Joliet, 111., on A p r i l 19, 1943, caused 
by failure to provide adequate flag protection for 
preceding train, and by failure to operate following 
train in accordance with signal indications. 

1 
REPORT OE THE COM7 MISSION 

P ATI" ARSON, Commissioner: 

Cn April 19, 1943, there was a rear-end collision be­
tween cwo freight trains on the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern 
Railway near East Joliet, 111., which resulted in the death 
of one employee and the injury of two employees. This acci­
dent was investigated in conjunction with a representative 
of che Illinois Commerce Commission. 

-'-Under authority of seccion 17 (2) of the Incerstate Commerce 
Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the Commission 
to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and disposition. 
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation 

Tnis accident occurred on that part of the Joliet Division 
extending between Porter, Ind., and East Joliet, 111., 56.7 
miles. In che vicinity of the point of accident this is a 
douole-trock line. Trains moving with the current of traffic 
on tne westward main track are operated by timetable, train 
orders and an automatic block-signal system. The accident oc­
curred on tne westward main track 1.5- miles east of East Joliet. 
Approacning from the east there arc, in succession, a 2° curve 
to the rignt 1,152 feet in length, a tangent 3,779 feet, and a 
1 029'50" curve to tne right 5,591 feet to tne point of accident 
and 1,800 feet beyond. The grade for west-bound trains is 0.57 
percent descending throughout a distance of 3,095 foot east of 
tne point of accident. 

Aucomatic signals 781, 771 and 761, which govern west-bound 
movements on the westward main track, arc located 
11.472. 5,380 

, respectively, 
accident. These , and 274 feet east of the point of 

signals are of tne color-light type, and are approach lighted.. 
Tne involved aspects and corresponding indications and names of 
these signals are as follows: 

Signals 781 and. 771 

Aspect 

Yellow 

IndIcation 

Proceed prepared to stop at 
next signal. Train exceed­
ing medium speed must at once 
reduce to that speed. 

Name 

Appro ach. 

Signal 761 

Red over 
number 
plate. 

Step; then proceed, at re­
stricted speed. 

Stop and. pro­
ceed . 

Operating rules read in part as follows: 

DEFINITIONS. 

•h* a 
Medium Speed. --

live miles per hour, 
speed not exceeding twenty 

Restricted 
that which will 
snort of 
prooerly 

Speed.--A speed not exceeding 
enable a train or engine to stop 

a train arn n , ODStruction, or switch not 
lined, and to look out for broln rail. 



- o - 2S94 

14. Engine Whistle Signals. 

NOTE.—The signals prescribed are illus­
trated by "o11 for snort sounds; " _" for longer 
sounds. * * * 

& * & 

(c) o o o Flagman protect rear 
of train. 

•» # # 

(e) Flagman may return 
from oast. 

•«• •»(• •)!• 

34. All members of engine and train crews must, 
when practicable, communicate to each other by its 
name the indication of each signal affecting the 
movement of tneir train"or engine. 

All such employes must Enow from observation 
the indication dlsplayed before calling or answering. 

35. Trip following signals will be used by flagmen: 

Day Signals--A red flag, 
Torpedoes and 
Fusee s. 

# # 

99. When a train stops under circumstances in which 
it may be overtaken by ano trier train, the flagman 
must go back immediately with flagman's signals a 
sufficient distance to insure full protection, 
placing two torpedoes, and when necessary, in addi­
tion, displaying ligated fusees. 

When recalled and safety to train will permit, 
he may return. 

When the conditions require, he will leave the 
torpedoes and a lighted fusee. 

•a- * 

The maximum authorized speed for freignt trains is 45 mile 
per hour. 
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Description of Accident 

Extra 706 Vest, a west-bound freignt train, consisting of 
engine 706, 33 loaded and 3 enpty cars and a caboose, departed 
from Brisbane, 8.22 miles east of East Joliet and the last open 
office, ac 8:19 a. m,, according to tne dispatcher's record of 
movement of trains, stopped at signal 761, which displayed stop-
and-proceed, tnen proceeded and stopped at 8:35 a. m., with the 
caboose standing 274 feet west of signal 761, About 10 minutes 
later tne rear end was struck by Extra 718 West. 

Extra 718 West, a west-bound freight train, consisting of 
engine 718, 29 loaded and 2 empty cars and a caboose, passed 
Brisbane at 8:37 a. m., according to the dispatcher's record of 
movement of trains, passed signals 781 and 771, which displayed 
approa.cn, passed signal 761, whicn displayed stop-snd-proceed, 
and wnile moving at a speed variously estimated as 6 to 18 miles 
per nour it collided with the rear end of Extra 706 West. 

The caboose of Extra 706 was demolished. Tne rear truck 
of tne rear car was derailed and this car was sligntly damaged.. 
Engine 718 wae derailed to the right and. stopped, badly dam­
aged, practically upright and. at right angles to the westward 
main track. The tender was separated from the engine and stopped 
on its left side on the eastward main track. 

It was cloudy at the time of the accident, which occurred 
aoout 8:45 a. m. 

The employee killed was tne engineer of Extra 718 West. 
The employees injured were the fireman and the front brakeman 
of Extra 718 West. 

Dlscusslon 

The rules governing operation on this line provide that when 
a train scops under circumstances in which it may be overtaken 
by -nother train the flagman must go back immediately with flag­
man' s signals a sufficient distance to insure full protection. 
When recalled, he may return if it is safe to do so. He must 
place torpedoes and. leave a. lighted fusee if conditions require. 
Under tne ruler, governing operation in automatic block-signal 
territory, an approach indication requires that tho speed of a 
train must bo reduced immediately to a speed not exceeding 25 
miles per hour, and the train must be prepared to stop at the 
next signal. A stop-and-proceed indication requires a train 
to stop at the signal, then it may proceed, prepared to stop 
short of a train or an obstruction. 

Extra 706 West stopped about 8:35 a. m. with the caboose 
standing 274 feet west of signal 761. About 10 minutes later 

http://approa.cn
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the rear end was struck by Extra 718 West. 

Wnen Extra 706 stopped west of signal 761, tne conductor 
and the flagman were in the caboose. Soon afterward tne flag­
man went back to provide flag protection. He said he reached 
a point about 890 feet east of the caboose and remained there 
until he heard two short blasts of an engine whistle. He 
thought this signal indicated that nis train was preparing to 
move westward. Since the engine-whistle signal for rear-end. 
protection wa.s not sounded, he assumed that the signal for the 
flagman to return to the train would not be sounded. As no 
train was seen approaching from the east he did not place tor­
pedoes on the rail or leave a lighted fusee. He returned to 
tne caboose and soon afcerward Extra 718 was seen approaching 
at a distance of 1,600 foot. The conductor and the flagman 
immediately ran a distance of about 600 fact toward the ap­
proaching train and. the conductor gave stop signals with a. red 
flag, but Extr^ 718 passed them and collided, with their train. 
If adequate flag protection had. boon provided for Extra 706 
this accident would have been averted. 

As Extra 718 was approaching signal 731, located 11,472 
feet east of the point where the collision occurred, the speed 
w-e ab^ut 45 miles per hour. The enginemen were on their re­
spective sides cf the engine and the front brakeman was sta.nd.ing 
beside the engineer. These employees were maintaining a. lookout 
ahead. There war no condition of the engine whicn obscured the 
view an.ead or distracted their attention, The brakes functioned 
properly at all points where used en route. Signal 781 dis­
played approa.cn and the engineer mnde a service brake-pipe 
reduce! n, which reduced tne speed V ab^ut 25 miles per hour. 
Tnis speed wa.s maintained, as the train passed signal 771, wnich 
dlspl'-yed reproach. When the engine reached, a point about 
1,800 feet east of signal 761 the front brakeman observed, that 
tnis signal was disclaying stop-and-proceed. Because he thougnt 
the engineer saw the indication disolayed by tnis signal, he 
did. not call the indication, and tne engineer did not call It. 
Because of tr-ck curvature, the fireman could not see signal 
761 until the engine reached a point about 500 feet east of it. 
Tnen no observed simultaneously two members of the crew of 
Extra 706 giving 'mtop signals and the stop-and-proceed indica­
tion displayed by this signal. He called a warning to the 
engineer, who immediately moved the brake valve to emergency 
oositlon, but the collision occurred before Extra 718 could be 
stopoed. Way Extra 718 was not stopped in accordance with the 
stop-and-proceed. indication displayed by signal 761 could, rot 
De determined, as the engineer was fatally Injured in the acci­
dent. Tne rules required the employees wno were on the engine 

http://sta.nd.ing
http://approa.cn
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to communicate to eacn other tne indication of eacn signal 
affecting the movement of their train. If the front brakeman 
had called tne stop-and-proceed indication displayed by signal 
761 at che time he first observed it, it is probable this acci­
dent would iiave been averted. 

Cause 

It is found that tnis accident was caused by failure to 
provide adequate flag protection for the preceding train, and 
by failure to operate the following train in accordance witn 
signal indications. 

Dated at Washington, D. C., this seventh 
day of Juno, 1943. 

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson. 

(SEAL) 
W. P. BARTEL, 

Secretary. 


