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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO 2837

THE DULUTH, MISSABE & IRON RANGE RAILWAY COMPANY
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
AT BIWARIK, MINN., ON

OCTOBER 23, 1944

e
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SUMITARY
Raeilroad: Dulutnh, Missabe & Iron Range
Date: October 23, 1944
Location: Eiwabik, Minn,
Kind of eccident: Reer~end colllsion
Trains involved: Freighnt ' Freignt
Train numbers: Extra 221 South : Extra 1210 South
Engine numbers: 221 : 1210
Consist: 90 cars, caboose : 2 cabooses
Estimated speed: Standing 1 10 m, p. nh.
Operation: Train orders; yard limits
Track: Double; 5° curve; 0.70 percent
descending grede soutanward
Weatner: Clear
Time: 0:45 a. m.
Casualties: 1 killed: 4 injured
Cause: Feiiure properly to control

speed of fcllowing trailn
moving within yard linits



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COIZITSSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2837

IN Tt E MATTE T MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTTGATICY REPORTS

R QF
CI'DTR THE ACC*D&NT RT ORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.
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THZ DULUTH, MISSABT & IRO™ RANGT RAILWAY CO'PANY

November 26, 1944.

Accident at Biwabik, Minn., on October 23, 1944,

caused
by failure prowerly to control tne sneed of the

following train moving witinin ysrd linmits.

1
REPORT CF THT COMIIISSION

PATTERSON, Cnairman:

On October 22, 1844, there was a resr-end collision
between two frelgnt trains on tae Duluth, HMissabe ¢ Tron
Range Railway at Biwabilk, Minn., wnich resulted in the
death of one emnloyee, and the injJury of four emvloyees.

luynder autnority of section 17 (2) of tihe Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled vroneeding was referred by tne

Commisston to Cnalrmen Patterson for consideration and dis-
poeltion.
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

Tnis accident occurred on that part of the Iron Range
Division extending soutnward from Virginis to Allen Jct., !inn.,
20.30 miles. In tne vicinity of the point of accident tnis was
2 double-track line over wnich trains were operated by train
orders. Tnere were no time-table scnedules in effect, and tnere
was no block system in use. The current of traffic was to tne
left. Tne accident occurred within yard limits on the soutnward
main track at Biwabik, 14.82 miles soutn of Virginia, a2t a point
0.10 mile nortn of the station and 1.93 miles souta of tne nortn
vyard-1imit sign. From the north thne soutnward main track was
tangent tnrougnout a distance of 3.26 miles, then tnere was a
5° curve to tne rignt 769 feet to the point of accident and 313
feet soutnward. The grade for soutn-bound trains was 0.70
percent descending.

An auxiliary track paralleled tnhe soutaward mein track on
tne east. The north switen of a crossover 187 feet long, nere-
inafter referred to as crossover No. 1, connected tne auxiliary
track and the soutnward main track, snd was 1.63 miles soutn of
tne nortn yard-limit sign.

Operating rules read in part as follows:

DEFINITIONS
S % %
Restricted Speed.--Proceed prepared to stop

snort of train, obstruction, or anytning tnat
may require tne speed of a train to be reduced.

Y % 9
9R. % % %
Within yard limits the main track may be used

wilthout protectlrc against second and inferior
class, extra trains and engines. €

Second and inferior class, extra trains and
engines must move witnin yard limits at re-
stricted speed.

g% S



I
¢}

|
[4Y]
(e8]
(¢
~J

Decscription of Accident

Extre 221 Soutn, a soutn-bound freignt train, consisting
of engine 221, 90 cars and a caboose, stopped on thne southward
main track at BPiwabik at 3:42 a. m., with tnec rear end standing
1.95 miles soutn of tne nortn yard-limit sign. About & minutes
later tne rear end was struck by Extra 1210 Soutn.

Extra 1210 Souta, a yard engine headed nortnward and push-
ing two cabooses, entered tne soutaward melin track at crossover
No. 1, and wnile moving at an estimated speed of 10 miles per
nour it struck tne rear end of Extra 221 Sovtn.

The cabocse of Extre 221 South was badly damaged and tae
rear cer was sligntly damaged. The two cebooses and tne engine
of Extra 1210 Soutn were bedly damaged.

It was clear et the time of tne accident, wnich occurred
about 3:43% a. m.

Tne firemen of Extra 1210 Soutn was k1lled. Tne engin
tne conductor and tne front brekeman of Extra 1210 Soutn an
eakeman wno wes in the frent caboosc were injured.

er,
a
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Discussgion

Tne rules of tnis carrier governing operation within yard
limits nrovide tnat all traine cxcept first-class trains must
bz operated prepared to stop snort of a train or an obstruction.
All tne surviving employees ccrcerned so understood.

About 3 minutes after Extra 221 South stopoed, its rear
end was struck by Extre 1210 Soutkr. Tne collision occurred
witnin yard limits, and, under tune rules, tne speed of Extra
1210 Sou*h was requlred to be so cont rolled tnat it could be
stopped snort of a train or an obstruction.

Soon after Extra 221 South stopped, the conductor and tne
flagman proceeded toward tne front end of tneir train. Tne
marker lamps on tae caboose were lignted and displayed red to
tne rear. Tane first the crow of Extra 221 Soutn knew of any-
tning being wrong was afSer the collision occurred,

As Extra 1210 South was aprroacning the point where tne '
accldent occurred tne speed was about 10 miles per nour. Tne
conductor was in tne front caboose, the flagman wes on tne

front steps on the left side of the front caboose and tne front
brakeman 2nd thne enginemen were on tne engine. Tne flagman sald
ne saw the red marker lamps of tne precedlng train wnen nis

train entered tne curve on waich the accident occurred, but ne
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Tnougnt tne preceding train was occupying a track adjacent to
tne soutaward main track. Wnen nis train rescned a point about
100 feet nortn of the voint wnere the accident occurred he
realized tne preceding train was occupying the soutnward main
track, and ne gave stop signals witn a lighted white lantern.
Tne engineer and the front brakeman said that they and the filre-
man were maintaining a lookout ahead. Because of the curve to
the rignt, the view of the track ahead had by the engineer and
Tne front brakeman was materially restricted. They did not see
any warning signals immedisztely prior to tne collision, and tne
first tney knew of anything being wrong was wanen the accident
occurred. It could not be determined wnen tne fireman first
bzcame awarc of anything being wrong as ne was killed in tne
accident.

Cause

It is found that tnls accident was caused by failure
prcrerly to control the speced of tne followlng train moving
witiiin yard limits.

Dated at Wasnington, D. €., this twenty-fiftn
day of November, 1944,

2

By tne Cormmission, Cnairman Patterson.

W. P. RARTEL,
Secretary.



