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Date:

Ralliroadsa:

Locatlon:

Kind of accldent:
Equipment involved:
Train number:

Engine numhber:

Conglet;
Estimated speeds:
Operation:

Tracks;

Weather:
M™Mme:

Casualtl es:

Cause:
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SUMMARY

June 9, 1955

Detrolt, Toledo
and Ironton

Quinocy, Ohio
Slde oolllsion

Track motor-car

2t°5m- p. hl
Interlockling

31ngle: tangent;
0.50 percant
ascending
grade south-
ward

HB.ZJ
744 a, m,

1 killed

‘w

Repert No, 3633

New York Central

Pasaenger traln

446
Diesel-electric
unl ts 4005 and
4033

14 oars

78 m., p. h.

Double; tangent;
0.26 percent
descending
grade eastward

Traok motor-car occupying railroad
crossing at grade immedlately in
front of approaching train
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. INTEARSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT NQ, 3633

IN THE MATYER OF MAKING AGCTDENT INVESTIGATION REFCRTJ
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPQRTS ACT CF MAY o, 1810,

DETROIT, TOLEDO AND IRONTON RAILRCGAD COMPANY
AND
THE NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY

July 23, 1955

e

Accldent at Quiniecy, Ohlo, on June 5, 1208, ~-uaed by
a track motor-car occupving a roilroed crnssing
at grade imnediately in front of an approachlng

train.
) /

REPORT OF THE COMMIS3ION

CLARXE, Commlssloner:

Cn June 9, 1955, there was a glde colllslon between
a track motor-car on the Detroit, Toleds ard Tronien
Rallroad 2nd a passenrer traln on the New York Cetutenl
Railroad at gulncy, Ohto, which resulted )r the dez i of
cne maintenance-of-way empleyes. Thlae socident was
. investigated in conjunction with a representative o the
Pgblic Utilities Commisalon of Chiec,

Under authority of seetion 17 (2) of the Interstate Zor-

merce Aot the above-entitled proceeding was referrved by
Commlgsion to Commissloner (larke for coneideratlon ard
disposlition.



Flat, Reck, Mich,
172 mi,

Quincy, Chie

(Point of accldent)
31.1 md,

Springfield, Chie

N.Y.C.

Bsllefontains, Ohlo
12.5 m.
Quiney
0.2 mi.
Morgan, Ohie
(Polit of accident)
130.3 mi.
Indianapolis, Ind,

~— To Springfield, Ohie

r

LTy &

To Flat Rﬂc' 3 ﬁch.__‘_

%Fﬂ“u He, 3553
Detroit, Toleda and Irenton Hail
and

WJaneys Jhie

Hrw Tark Centrzl Asilread
Jane 3, L3585
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Location of Aceldent and Method of Operation

Thia accldent oocurred at the intersection of the
Detrolt, Toledo and Ironton Reilrosd, hereinefter referred
to as the D.T.& I., and the New York Central Rallroad,
herelnafter referred to as the K.Y.C,, at Quingy, Ohlo,

An interlocking station st the intergesction le deslgaated
as Morgan by the N.Y.C., The designation Quiney 18 used 1n
this report. The crogsing 1s located on that part of the
Northern Digtrict of the D.T.& I, extending between Flat
Rock, Mlck., and Springfield, Ohle, 178.3 miles and on
that part of the Ohio Division of the N,Y.C. extendinp
betieen Indianapolls, Ind., and Sellefontaine, Dhio, i43.0
mlleg. Quinoy is 14%,2 mtles south of Flat Roek on the
D.7.% I., snd 130,3 miles eant of Indiananolis on the
N.Y.C. e tracks cross at an ansle of approximately 60°.
In thle vicinlity the D.T.,% I, 1g a single-track line, over
which tralna are operated by tiretable and train orders.
There 18 no block system in use, The track ls tangent
taroughout & conalderable dlstance in each direction from
the e¢rossing, The grade is 0,57 percent asceniing south-
ward. In the vieinity of the point of amccldent the N.Y.C.
la a double-~track line cver which traing moving with the
current of traffic are operated by signal indicatlona. An
suxilisry treck parallels the eastward msin track on the
south. The tracke are tangent throushout a conglderzble
dlstance in each direction from the crogsing. The csrade
18 0.25 percent descending eastward.

Movemants over the crossing are governed by inter-
Toocking signals. The sirnal governing east-bound movements
on the eastward meln track of the N.Y.C., is located approxi-
mately 595 feet west of the orosslng. The interlocking
stetien 1s located in the northwest angle of the lnter-
geotion. It i1s 25 feet long and 15 feet wide. The south
alde of the bullding 1s 20 feet north of the center-llne
of the westward main track of the N.Y.C, and parallel to
1t, and Lho east end is approximetely 40 feet west of the

srosaing.
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Rules for the operation of track motor-cars on the
D,T.& I. read in part as follows:

919, Before s motor car is placed on the main
track, a line-up must be secursd giving the location
of traing in the territory in which 1t will work ® * ¥

921, The maximum speed of motor cars 1s twenty-
five miles per hour, * # * yhen passing through * * *
interlockings # # * motor cars must not exceed alx
miles per hour % & ¢

The maximum muthorized speed for the N.Y.C. train was
79 mlles per hour. .

Degoription 9f Accident

About 7:40 a, m. a track motor-car, occupied by a track
vatrolman, departed south-hound on the ﬁ.T.& I. main trask
from a point about 60 feet north of the N.Y.C. croassing at
Quiney, It entered the crosalng at a speed of from 2 to B
ﬂlles %er hour, and jmmediately afterward 1t was struck by

0. 446,

No. 4468, an east~bound firat-class W.Y.(0. passengér
traln, consisted of Diegel-electric unlts 4005 and 40335,
coupled in multiple-unit control, and 14 cars. This traln
departed from Indlanapolia at 5:09 a. m.,, 24 minutes late,
passed the interlocking slgnal at Quinoy, which indicated
Proceed, and while moving on the esstward maln track at a
gpeed of 78 miles per hour 1t struck the track motor-car on
tﬁe crossing,

The track motor-car wes demolished. The wreckage
atopned about 25 feet south of the N.Y.C. eastward maln
track and 10 feet enst of the D.T.& I. track, HNo, 446
stopped with the front end of the traln about 2,300 feet
eagt of the crossing. The front of the locomotive was
slightly damaged.
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The track patrolman who was on the tragk motor-car
was kllled,

The weather was hazy, but vielbllity was good at the
time of the accldent, which occceurred at 7:44 a, m.

The track motor-car was of the belt-drlive type and
wes equlpped with 4-wheel brakes. It was powered with a
1l-cylinder 5-8 horsepower englne and welched 535 pounds.
It had seating cepacity for four persons. A windahield
and a top were provided,

During the 30-day perlod precedlng the day of the
accldent the average dsily movement of D.T.4& I, trailna
over the crossing was 8,1 trains., B8ix regularly scheduled
N.Y.C. passenger tralns in each direction pass over the
croseing daily,

Discugslon

A short time before the accident occurred the track
patrolman used a telephone in a emall bullding located
about 60 feet north of the N.Y.0. tracks at Quiney to
obtaln a line-up of train movements. Thls line-up contained
information concerning D,.T.& I. movements but dld net
include informatiocn on N,Y.C. trainas, The track patrolman
then placed his track motor-cer on the D.T.% I. maln track
and proceeded southward, A4 witness to the accldent sald
that the track motor-car approached the N,Y.C. crossing at
very low speed. He amid that as the var was clogely
approaching the westward main track of the M,Y,C, the track
patrolman looked towsrd the approachling traln and tnen
apparently attempted to increase the speed of the car. The
car crogsed the westward maln track and entered the crossing
of the eastward main track immediately in front of the traln.

As No. 446 was approachingz the point where the accldent
oceurred the epeed was 78 mlles per hour, as indicated by the
tepe of the apeed-recording device. The enginemen were maln-
taining a lookout ahead from the control compartment of the
locomotive, and the members of the traln crew were in varioue
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locations in the train, The hesdlight was dimmed. The
grade-crossing whistle aslgnal was being sounded for a
rall-highway grade croseing located approximately 100 J.
feet east of the D, T.& I. track. The enginemen aaid
that when the locomotive was in the vicinity of the
interlocking =lgnal at Quinocy they observed the track
motor-car approaching the D.T.& I. crossing. They sald
that the ocar was moving slowly and that the operator
appeared to hesltate and then proceeded toward the
erossing., When the locomotive reached a polnt several
hundred feet west of the crossing 1t became apparent
that the track motor-car would not stop short of tha
eastward maln track, and the englneer made an emergency
application of the Brakea. The colllsion occcurred
before the speed of the traln had been appreociably
reduced, No, 448 was due at Quincy at 7:24 a2, m, and
was 20 minutes late when the scclident ocourred,

As a track motor-car approaches the c¢rossing from
the north, the track car operator's view of an approach-
ing east-bound N,Y.C, train ls materially restricted by
several trees, the interlocking station, and other small
bulldings 1n the northwest angle of the intersectlon.
After the car pasees the interlocking station the operator
has an unrestricted view of an epproaching traln.,

The rules of the D.T.& 1. provide that the speed of
track motor-cers moving within interlooking limits must be
reatricted to 6 miles per hour, In the inatant case the
track motor-car was belng operated at a speed at which the
operator should have been able to stop short of the croes-
ing after the traln became visible to him, and it appears
that he may have miejJudged the locatlon or the apeed of
the train, The operator on duty at the interlocking
station dld not see the track motor-car before the collision
occurred, If the operstor of the track motor-car had heen
required to obtaln permlasion from the operator at the
interlocking before moving over the crossing, 1t is probable
that this accident would have been averted.
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During the past 10 years the Commlaslon has
investlgated 61 collisions, including the present
cape, 1n whlch track moter-oars were involved.
These accldents resulted in the death of 96 persons
and the injJury of 178 persons.

Cauge

Thle accldent was caused by s track motor-car
ocoupylng a railroad crossing at grade immediately in
front eof an approaching traln.

Dated at Washington, D. C., thlg twenty-first
day of July, 1955.

By the Commiession, Commlssioner Clarke,

( SEAL) HAROLD D. McCOY,

Secretory. ,



