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SUMMARY 

Bate: 

Railroads: 

Looation: 

Kind of accident: 

Eauipment Involved: 

Train number: 

Engine number: 

Consist: 

Estimated speeds: 

Operation; 

Tracks: 

Weather: 
Time: 

Casual ti es: 

Cause: 

June 9, 1955 

Detroit , Toledo 
and Ironton 

Qulnoy, Ohio 

Side co l l i s ion 

Track motor-car 

New York Central 

Passenger train 

446 

Diese l -e lec t r ic 
units 4005 and 
4033 

14 oars 

78 m. p . h. 

Double; tangent; 
0.25 percent 
descending 
grade eastward 

2 to 5 m. p . h. 

Interlocking 

Single; tangent; 
0.50 percent 
ascending 
grade south­
ward 

Hazy 

7:44 a. m. 

1 k i l l e d 
Traok motor-oar occupying railroad 

crossing at grade immediately in 
front of approaching train 



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO, 3633 

IN THE MATTER OP MAKING ACCIDENT INV3STI0&T10W REPORTJ 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT CF MAT o , 3 910. 
DETROIT, TOLEDO AND IRONTON RAILROAD COMPAQ 

AND 
THE NEW YORK CENTRAL RAILROAD CQHPAKY 

Accident at Qulncy, Ohio, on June 9, 19 T5 , ~"ueed by 
a track motor-car occupying a railroad crossing 
at grade immediately in front of an approachin? 
train. 

CLARKE, Commissioner; 
On June 9, 1955, there was a aide collision between 

a track mo tor-car on the Detroit, Toledo and Irontcn 
Railroad and a passenger train on the New York Centml 
Railroad at Qulncy, Ohio, which resulted I n the des^h of 
one maintenance-of-way employee. Thla accident was 
investigated in conjunction with a representative of the 
Public Utilities Commlsalon of Ohio. _ 

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Coir 
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was r e f e r r e d by 
Commission to Commlaaloner Clarke for consideration a rd 
disposition. 

J u l y 2 1 , 1955 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 
1 

1 
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Flat Hock. Mich* 
147.? mi. 

: Quincy, (Mo 
(Point of accident) 
31.3 nd. 

Springfield, Ohio 

N.Y.C. 

Bollofontaine. Ohio 
12.5 mi. 

Quincy 
0.2 nd. 

; Morgan, Ohio 
(Point of accident) 
130.3 ni. 

4 Indianapolis. Ind. 
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Location of Accident and Method of ..Operation 

Thig accident occurred at the intersection of the 
Detroit, Toledo and Ironton Reilro&d, herelnafttsr referred 
to as the D.T.& I., and the New York Central Railroad, 
hereinafter referred to as the KJ,C, r at Qulnoy, Ohio. 
An interlocking station at the intersection is designated 
as Morgan by the N.Y.C, The designation Qulncy is used in 
this report. The crossing is located on that part of the 
Northern District of the D.T.& I. extending between Flat 
Rook, Mich., and Springfield, Ohio, 178.3 miles and on 
that part of the Ohio Division of the N.Y.C. extending 
between Indianapolis, Ind., and Beliefontalne, Ohio, 143.0 
miles. Qulncy Is 147.2 miles south of Flat Roolt on the 
D.T.& I, end 130.3 miles east of Indianapolis on the 
N.Y.C. Ttie tracks cross at an <*np\Le of approximately 60'. 
In this vicinity the D.T,& I. la a single-track line, over 
which train a are operated by timetable and train orders. 
There is no block system in use. The track Is tangent 
tnroughout a considerable distance in each direction from 
the crossing. The grade is 0 .50 nereent ascending south­
ward. In the vicinity of the tsoint of accident the N.Y.C. 
is a double-track line over vhlch trains moving with the 
current of traffic are operated by signal indications. An 
auxiliary treck parallels the eastward main track on the 
south. The tracks are tangent throughout a considerable 
distance in each direction"from the crossing. The erade 
is 0.25 percent descending east^rd. 

Movements over the crossing are governed by Inter­
locking signals. The signal governing east-bound movements 
on the eastward main track o f the N.Y.C. is located approxi­
mately 595 feet west of the crossing. The interlocking 
station is located in the northwest angle of the Inter­
section. It is 25 feet long and 3 5 feet wide. The south 
side of the building is 20 feet north of the center-line 
of the westward main track of the N.Y.C and parallel to 
it, and tho east end is approximately 40 feet west of the 
crossing. 
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Rules for the operation of track motor-cars on the 
D.T.4 I . read In part as follows: 

919. Before a motor car is placed on the main 
track, a line-up must be secured giving the location 
of trains In the te r r i tory in which I t w i l l work • * * 

921. The maximum speed of motor cars I s twenty-
f i v e miles per hour. * * * when passing through * * * 
Interlockings # * * motor cars must not exceed six 
miles per hour * * * 

The maximum authorized speed for the 13.Y. C. train was 
79 miles per hour. > 

Description of Accident 

About 7:40 a, m. a track motor-car, occupied by a track 
patrolman, departed south-bound on the D.T.& I . main track 
from a point about 60 f ee t north of the N .Y .C . crossing at 
Quincy. I t entered the crossing at a speed of from 2 to 5 
miles r>er hour, and immediately afterward i t was struck by 
No. 446. 

No. 446, an east-bound f i r s t -c lass N .Y .C . passenger 
train, consisted of Dlese l -e lec t r lc units 4006 and 4033, 
coupled In multiple-unit control, and 14 cars. This train 
departed from Indianapolis at 5:09 a. m., £4 minutes l a t e , 
passed the interlocking signal at Qulnoy, which Indicated 
Proceed, and while moving on the eastward main track at a 
speed of 78 ml lee per hour i t struck the track motor-oar on 
the crossing. 

The track motor-car was demolished. The wreckage 
stopped about 25 feet south of the N .Y .C . eastward main 
track and 10 feet east of the S .T.& I . track. No. 446 
stopped with the front end of the train about 2,300 f ee t 
east of the crossing. The front of the locomotive was 
s l igh t ly damaged. 
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The track patrol/nan who was on the track motor-car 
was killed. 

The weather was hazy, bu t visibility was good at the 
time of the accident, which occurred at 7;44 a . m. 

The track motor-car was of the belt-drive type and 
was equipped with 4-wheel brakes. It was powered with a 
1-cylinder 5-8 horsepower engine and weighed 535 pounds. 
It had seating capacity for four persons. A windshield 
and a top were provided. 

During the 30-day period preceding the day of the 
accident the average daily movement of D,T.4 I. trains 
over the crossing was 8.1 trains. Six regularly scheduled 
N.Y.C. passenger trains in each direction pass over the 
crossing dally. 

Discussion 
A short time before the accident occurred the track 

patrolman used a telephone in a small building located 
about 60 feet north of the N.Y.C tracks at Quincy to 
obtain a line-up of train movements. This line-up contained 
information concerning D.T.& I. movements but did not 
include Information on N.Y.C. trains. The track patrolman 
then placed his track motor-car on the D.T.& I. main track 
and proceeded southward. A witness to the accident said 
that the track motor-car approached the N.Y.C. crossing at 
very low speed. He said that as the oar was closely 
approaching the westward main track of the N.Y.C. the track 
patrolman looked toward the approaching train and then 
apparently attempted to Increase the speed of the oar. The 
oar crossed the westward main track and entered the crossing 
of the eastward main track immediately in front of the train. 

As No. 446 was approaching the point where the accident 
occurred the speed was 78 miles per hour, as indicated by the 
tape of the speed-recording device. The enginemen were tiain-
talning a lookout ahead from the control compartment of the 
locomotive, and the members of the train crew were in various 
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l o c a t i o n a i n t he t r a i n . The h e a d l i g h t was dimmed. The 
g r a d e - c r o s s i n g w h i s t l e s i g n a l wae b e i n g sounded f o r a 
r a i l - h i g h w a y g r a d e c r o s s i n g l o c a t e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 0 0 
f e e t e a s t of t h e D.T .& I . t r a c k . The enginemen s a i d 
t h a t when the l o c o m o t i v e was i n t he v i c i n i t y o f t he 
i n t e r l o c k i n g s i g n a l a t Quincy they o b s e r v e d the t r a c k 
m o t o r - c a r a p p r o a c h i n g t h e D.T .& I . c r o s s i n g . They s a i d 
t h a t t h e o a r was moving s l o w l y and t h a t t h e o p e r a t o r 
a p p e a r e d to h e s i t a t e and then p r o c e e d e d toward the 
c r o s s i n g . When the l o c o m o t i v e r e a c h e d a p o i n t s e v e r a l 
hundred f e e t wes t of t h e c r o s s i n g i t became a p p a r e n t 
t h a t t he t r a o k m o t o r - c a r would not s t o p s h o r t o f t h e 
e a s t w a r d main t r a c k , and t h e e n g i n e e r made a n emergency 
a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e b r a k e s . The c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d 
b e f o r e t h e speed o f the t r a i n had been a p p r e c i a b l y 
r e d u c e d . No. 446 was due a t Quincy a t 7 : 2 4 a . m. and 
was 20 minu te s l a t e when the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . 

As a t r a c k m o t o r - c a r a p p r o a c h e s the c r o s s i n g from 
t h e n o r t h , t h e t r a c k c a r o p e r a t o r ' s v i e w o f an a p p r o a c h ­
i n g e a s t - b o u n d N.Y.C. t r a i n i s m a t e r i a l l y r e s t r i c t e d by 
s e v e r a l t r e e s , the i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i o n , and o t h e r s m a l l 
b u i l d i n g s i n t h e n o r t h w e s t a n g l e of the i n t e r s e c t i o n . 
A f t e r tne c a r p a s s e s t h e i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i o n the o p e r a t o r 
h a s an u n r e s t r i c t e d v i e w of an a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n . 

The r u l e s o f t he D . T . & I . p r o v i d e t h a t t h e speed o f 
t r a c k m o t o r - c a r s moving w i t h i n i n t e r l o c k i n g l i m i t s must be 
r e s t r i c t e d to 6 m i l e s p e r h o u r . I n t he I n s t a n t c a s e the 
t r a c k m o t o r - c a r was b e i n g o p e r a t e d a t a speed a t which the 
o p e r a t o r shou ld have b e e n a b l e to s t o p s h o r t o f t h e c r o s s ­
i n g a f t e r t h e t r a i n became v i s i b l e to him, and I t a p p e a r s 
t h a t h e may have mi s judged the l o c a t i o n o r t he s p e e d of 
t he t r a i n . The o p e r a t o r on du ty a t t he I n t e r l o c k i n g 
s t a t i o n d i d not s e e the t r a c k m o t o r - c a r b e f o r e t h e c o l l i s i o n 
o c c u r r e d . I f t he o p e r a t o r of the , t r a o k m o t o r - c a r had been 
r e q u i r e d to o b t a i n p e r m i s s i o n from the o p e r a t o r a t t he 
i n t e r l o c k i n g b e f o r e moving o v e r t he c r o s s i n g , i t i s p r o b a b l e 
t h a t t h i s a c c i d e n t would have been a v e r t e d . 
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Dur ing the p a s t 1 0 y e a r s the Commission has 
i n v e s t i g a t e d 6 1 c o l l i s i o n s , i n c l u d i n g the p r e s e n t 
c a s e , I n which t r a c k m o t o r - o a r s were i n v o l v e d . 
These a c c i d e n t s r e s u l t e d i n the d e a t h o f 96 p e r s o n s 
and the i n j u r y of 1 7 8 p e r s o n s . 

Cause 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by a t r a c k m o t o r - c a r 
o c o u p y l n g a r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g a t g r a d e I m m e d i a t e l y i n 
f r o n t o f an a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n . 

Dated a t Washington, D. C , t h i s t w e n t y - f i r s t 
day o f J u l y , 1 9 5 5 . 

By the Commission, Commissioner C l a r k e . 

(SEAL) HAROLD D, McCOY, 

S e c r e t a r y . 


