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SUMMARY 

Date: 

Rai l road• 

Loca t ion : 

Kind of acc ident : 

Trains i n v o l v e d : 

Train numbers: 

Engine numbers; 

Consis t s 1 

Speeds: 

Operatlon: 

Track* 

Weather: 

Time: 

Casua l t i e s : 

Cause: 

Novejsfaer 20, 1063 

Denver and Rio Grande Western 

Dos, Co lo . 

Head-end c o l l i s i o n 

F re igh t : Passenger 

Extra 5571 East • 19 

D i e s e l - e l c c t r i e 
uni ts 5571, 
5572, 5573, and 
5574 

111 cars , caboose 

20 m, p . h. 

Signal Ind ica t ions 

D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c 
units 5531 
and 5532 

7 cars 

5 m. p . h. 

S ing le , tangent; 1.0 percent 
ascending grade eastward 

Clear 

4" 55 pi. m. 

2 k i l l e d , 11 injured 

Fa i lu re to operate east-bound t r a i n 
in accordance with s igna l i nd i ca t i ons 
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,INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

# ' REPORT NO. 3544 
4 

IN THE MATTER1 OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 

THE DENVER'AND RIO GRANDE WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY 

December 22, 1953 

Accident at DOG, C o l o . , on November £0, 1953, caused by 
' f a i l u r e to opera te the east-bound t r a in in accordance 

wi th s ignal I n d i c a t i o n s . 

'1 
REPORT OF' THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commlssloner: 

On November 20, 1953, there was a head-,end c o l l i s i o n 
between a f r e i g h t t r a i n and a passenger t r a i n on the Denver 
and Rio Grande Western Rai l road at Dos,' C o l o . , which 
resu l t ed in the death of two t r a i n - s e r v i c e employees, and the 
injury of four passengers , one r a i lway mail c l e r k , one t ra in 
baggageman, one ass i s tan t t r a in baggageman, one Pullman 
Company employee, one employee riot on fluty, a£d two t r a i n -
s e r v i c e employees. This accident was Jgves t lga ted In 
•conjunction wi th a r ep re sen t a t i ve of the Pub l i c U t i l i t i e s 
Commission of Colorado. 

T Under au thor i ty of sec t ion 17 ( 2 ) of the Inters-fcaW Com­
merce Act the a b o v e - e n t i t l e d proceeding was r e f e r r e d by the 
Commission to Commissioner Clarke fo r cons ide ra t i on and 
d i s p o s i t i o n . <. 
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L o c a t i o n o f A c c i d e n t and Method o f O p e r a t i o n 

This a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f t he Grand Junc­
t i o n D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween Grand J e t . and D o t s e r o , 
C o l o . , 107 .7 m i l e s . I n the v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f a c c i ­
den t t h i s i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e , ov&a* which t r a i n s a re 
o p e r a t e d by s i g n a l I n d i c a t i o n s . At Dos , 50 .5 m i l e s eas t o f 
Grand J e t . , a s i d i n g 1.22 m i l e s i n l e n g t h p a r a l l e l s the 
main t r a c k on the n o r t h . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the main 
t r a c k a t a p o i n t 450 f e e t eas t o f the e a s t s w i t c h o f t h i s 
s i d i n g . From the west t h e r e a r e , i n s u c c e s s i o n , a 1° c u r v e 
to the l e f t 3 ,343 f e e t i n l e n g t h , a t angen t 1,151 f e e t , a 
1° cu rve to the l e f t 1,795 f e e t , and a t a n g e n t 4 ,010 f e e t to 
the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t and 1.80 m i l e s e a s t w a r d . From the 
eas t t h e r e a r e , In s u c c e s s i o n , a 4° curve to the l e f t 1,517 
f e e t In l e n g t h , and the t a n g e n t on which the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . 
From the west the g rade f o r eas t -bound t r a i n s I s , s u c c e s s i v e l y , 
0 .5 p e r c e n t de scend ing 2 ,000 f e e t , l e v e l 200 f e e t , 0 . 4 p e r c e n t 
a s c e n d i n g 1,000 f e e t , l e v e l 2 ,000 f e e t , 0 ,8 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g 
1,000 f e e t , l e v e l 1,900 f e - t , and 1.0 p e r c e n t a s c e n d i n g 384 
f e e t to the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . The g rade f o r wes t -bound t r a i n s 
i s 1.0 p e r c e n t d e s c e n d i n g th roughout a d i s t a n c e o f 4 ,182 f e e t 
I m m e d i a t e l y eas t o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 

C o n t r o l l e d s i g n a l s 3996 and 3988, g o v e r n i n g eas t -bound 
movements on the main t r a c k a t Dos, a r e l o c a t e d , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 
1.31 m i l e s and 726 f e e t west o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 
A u t o m a t i c s i g n a l 3963 and c o n t r o l l e d s i g n a l 3987, g o v e r n i n g 
wes t -bound movements, a r e l o c a t e d , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 2 ,14 m i l e s 
e a s t and 433 f e e t west o f the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . These 
s i g n a l s a r e o f the c o l o r - l i g h t type and a r e approach 11 d a t e d . 
The a s p e c t s a p p l i c a b l e t o t h i s I n v e s t i g a t i o n and the 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g I n d i c a t i o n s and names a r e as f o l l o w s : 

S i g n a l 

3996 

A s p e c t 

Y e l l o w - o v e r -
r ed 

I n d l c a t i o n 

P r o c e e d p r e p a r i n g t o 
s top a t nex t s i g n a l . 
T r a i n e x c e e d i n g medium 
speed must a t once 
reduce to tha t s p e e d . 

Fame 

APPROACH 

3988 Red o v e r S t o p . STOP 
r e f l e c t o r l z e d 
l e t t e r "P 1 1 

mark er 
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3963 Y e l l o w P r o c e e d p r e p a r i n g to 
s top a t nex t s i g n a l . 
T r a i n e x c e e d i n g medium 
speed must a t once 
r e d u c e to that s p e e d . 

APPROACH 

3987 R e d - o v e r 
y e l l o w 

P r o c e e d medium speed 
th rough tu rnou t , 

DIVERGING 
APPROACH 

p r e p a r i n g to s top 
a t n e x t s i g n a l , e x ­
c e p t when e n t e r i n g 
s i d i n g , be g o v e r n e d 
by R u l e 105, 

R e d - o v e r 
r ed 

S t o p . STOP 

These s i g n a l s form p a r t o f a t r a f f i c - c o n t r o l sys tem e x t e n d ­
i n g be tween Una and D o t s e r o . Una i s l o c a t e d 9 .6 m i l e s wes t 
o f Dos, The c o n t r o l machine o f the t r a f f i c - c o n t r o l system 
i s a t Funston, 37 ,8 m i l e s eas t o f Dos . The o p e r a t o r 
r e c e i v e s i n s t r u c t i o n s from the t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r in Grand 
J e t , V i s u a l m d i c a t q r s a r e p r o v i d e d which show t r a c k 
occupancy of each 03 s e c t i o n o f the main t r a c k and bonded 
p o r t i o n s o f the s i d i n g s , and a l s o show when a c o n t r o l l e d 
s i g n a l d i s p l a y s an a s p e c t to p r o c e e d . The c o n t r o l machine 
i s so d e s i g n e d t h a t an i n d i c a t i o n w i l l be d i s p l a y e d i f a t 
any t ime the p o s i t i o n o f a p o w e r - o p e r a t e d s w i t c h does, not 
co r r e spond to the p o s i t i o n o f i t s c o n t r o l l i n g l e v e r . 
A p p r o a c h , t i m e , i n d i c a t i o n , and r o u t e l o c k i n g a r e p r o v i d e d . 

T h i s c a r r i e r ' s o p e r a t i n g r u l e s r ead i n p a r t as f o l l o w s 

MEDIUM SPEED. A speed not e x c e e d i n g o n e - h a l f a u t h o r ­
i z e d speed , but not e x c e e d i n g 30 m i l e s p e r hour , 

RESTRICTED SPEED, A speed that w i l l p e r m i t s t o p p i n g 
s h o r t o f a n o t h e r t r a i n o r an o b s t r u c t i o n , but not e x ­
c e e d i n g 15 m i l e s p e r hour, 

34 . A l l members o f t r a i n and e n g i n e c rews must, 
when p r a c t i c a b l e , communicate to each o t h e r by i t s 
name, the i n d i c a t i o n o f a l l s i g n a l s a f f e c t i n g the 
movement o f t h e i r t r a i n o r e n g i n e * * * 

DEFINITIONS 
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105 . Un le s s o t h e r w i s e p r o v i d e d , a t r a i n or eng ine 
u s i n g a s i d i n g must p r o c e e d a t r e s t r i c t e d speed * * * 

# •jt- # 

6 6 1 . I f a s i g n a l , p e r m i t t i n g a t r a i n o r eng ine t o 
p r o c e e d a f t e r b e i n g a c c e p t e d , i s changed to a s S T 0 P M 

s i g n a l b e f o r e i t I s r e a c h e d , the s top must be made 
a t o n c e . * * * 

8 2 2 . Employees whose d u t i e s a re c o n n e c t e d w i t h t n e 
movement Of t r a i n s , must f a m i l i a r i z e t h e m s e l v e s w i t h 
the r u l e s g o v e r n i n g the d u t i e s o f o t h e r s as w e l l as 
t h e i r own, and must be p r e p a r e d in case o f an emergen­
c y , to a c e i n any c a p a c i t y to p r o t e c t the s a f e t y o f 
t r a i n s . 

I n t he v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t the maximum 
a u t h o r i z e d speeds a r e 65 m i l e s p e r hour f o r p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s 
and 50 m i l e s p e r hour f o r f r e i g h t t r a i n s . 

D e s c r i p t i o n of A c c i d e n t 

E x t r a 5571 E a s t , an eas t -bound f r e i g h t t r a i n , c o n s i s t e d 
o f D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t s 5571, 5572, 5573, and 5574, c o u p l e d 
i n m u l t i p l e - u n i t c o n t r o l , 111 c a r s , and a c a b o o s e . Th i s t r a i n 
depa r t ed f rom Grand J e t , a t 5 a. m. , and passed Grand V a l l e y , 
4 .9 n i l e s w e s t o f Dos and the l a s t s i d i n g w p s t o f tha t p o i n t , a t 
4 42 a . m. I t vas i n t e n d e d t ha t E x t r a 5571 East would h o l d 
the main t r a c k and N o . 1 ° would e n t e r the s i d i n g a t Dos. 
However , Ex t ra 5571 Eas t oass^d s i g n a l 3996, w h i c h i n d i c a t e d 
Approach , passed s i g n a l 3988, which i n d i c a t e d S t o p , t r a i l e d 
th rough the e a s t s i d i n g - s w i t c h a t Dos, which w a s l i n e d f o r 
e n t r y to the s i d i n g , and w h i l e moving a t a speed o f about 20 
m i l e s p e r hour i t c o l l i d e d w i t h No . 19 a t a n o i n t 450 f e e t 
e a s t o f t he ea s t s i d i n g - s w i t c h . 

No . 19 , a west -bound f i r s t - c l a s s p a s s e n g e r t r a i n , con ­
s i s t e d o f D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t s 5531 and 5532, coup led I n 
m u l t i p l e - u n i t c o n t r o l , two b a g g a g e c a r s , one b a g g a g e - m a i l 
ca r , two b a g g a g e c a r s , one coach , and one s l e e p i n g ca r , i n 
the o r d e r named. A l l c a r s were o f a l l - s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
Th i s t r a i n d e p a r t e d from D o t s e r o a t 2 30 a. m , 13 minutes 
l a t e , d e p a r t e d from R i f l e , 12 .5 m i l e s eas t o f Dos, a t 4-35 
a. m,, 2 minutes l a t e , pas sed s i g n a l 3963, wh ich i n d i c a t e d 
Approach , and w h i l e moving a t a speed o f abou t 5 m i l e s p e r 
hour i t c o l l i d e d w i t h E x t r a 5571 Eas t 
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A s e p a r a t i o n o c c u r r e d be tween the f i r s t and second 
D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t s o f Ex t ra 5571 E a s t . The f i r s t D i e s e l -
e l e c t r i c u n i t s topped sou th o f the t r ack and a p p r o x i m a t e l y g 
a t r i g h t a n g l e s to i t , The f r o n t end o f t h i s u n i t was i n a 1 
d e p r e s s i o n a t t he base o f a f i l l , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 12 f e e t e a s t o f 
the p o i n t o f c o l l i s i o n and 60 f e e t south o f the c e n t e r - l i n e 
o f the t r a c k . The r e a r end o f the u n i t s topped near the 
top o f the f i l l and a p p r o x i m a t e l y 15 f e e t sou th o f the c e n t e r -
l i n e o f the t r a c k . The second D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t s t o p p e d 
w i t h the f r o n t end down the n o r t h s i d e o f the f i l l , a p p r o x i ­
m a t e l y 62 f e e t e a s t o f the p o i n t o f c o l l i s i o n and 50 f e e t 
n o r t h o f t he c e n t e r - l i n e o f the t r a c k , and the r e a r end about 
9 f e e t n o r t h o f the c e n t e r - l i n e o f the t r a o k . The r e a r two 
u n i t s s topped i n d i a g o n a l p o s i t i o n s behind the second u n i t . 
A l l u n i t s remained u p r i g h t . The c o n t r o l compartment o f the 
f i r s t D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t was crushed, and t h i s un i t was 
o t h e r w i s e b a d l y damaged. The o t h e r D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t s 
were somewhat damaged. The f i r s t f o u r c a r s and the f r o n t 
w h e e l s o f the f r o n t t ruck o f the f i f t h c a r were d e r a i l e d . 
These c a r s s topped i n v a r i o u s p o s i t i o n s on o r near the 
t r a c k . The f i r s t car was c o n s i d e r a b l y damaged, and the 
o t n e r d e r a i l e d ca rs were s l i g h t l y damaged. A s e p a r a t i o n 
o c c u r r e d be tween the D i e s e l - e l s c t r i o u n i t s o f N o . 19 . The 
f i r s t u n i t Gtopped sou th o f the t r a c k , p a r a l l e l to the f i r s t 
u n i t o f the o p p o s i n g t r a i n , and a p p r o x i m a t e l y 36 f e e t e a s t 
o f the p o i n t o f c o l l i s i o n . Thp f r o n t t ruck o f t he second 
D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t was d e r a i l e d . This u n i t s topped in l i n e 
w i t h the t r a c k . No o t h e r equipment o f t h i s t r a i n was d e r a i l e d , 
The f r o n t end o f the f i r s t D l e s e l - p l e c t r i c u n i t was crushed 
Inward , and the u n i t was b a d l y damaged. The second D l e s e l -
e l ° c t r l c u n i t was somewhat damaged. The second , f i f t h , and 
s i x t h c a r s were c o n s i d e r a b l y damaged f > The f i r s t , t h i r d , 
f o u r t h , and s e v e n t h c a r s were s l i g h t l y damaged. 

The e n g i n e e r o f E x t r a 5571 East and t h e e n g i n e e r of 
N o . 19 were k i l l e d . The f r o n t brakeman o f Ex t r a 5571 East 
and the f i r e m a n of No . 19 were i n j u r e d . 

The wea the r was c l e a r a t the t ime o f the a c c i d e n t , 
which o c c u r r e d about 4 .55 a. m. 

The D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t s o f bo th t r a i n s w^re p r o v i d e d 
w i t h 24-HL brake equ ipment . A s a f e t y - c o n t r o l f e a t u r e a c t u a t e d i 
by a f o o t - p e d a l was p r o v i d e d a t the b rake stand o f each 
c o n t r o l s t a t i o n o f the l o c o m o t i v e s . -
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P i s c u s s i o n 

The t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r i n t e n d e d tha t N o . 19 would e n t e r 
the s i d i n g a t Dos to meet E x t r a 5571 E a s t . Soon a f t e r N o . 19 
d e p a r t e d from R i f l e he i n s t r u c t e d the o p e r a t o r a t Funston to 
l i n e the r o u t e f o r N o . 19 to e n t e r the s i d i n g a t Dos . The 
o p e r a t o r s a i d t h a t about 4 .35 a. m. he o p e r a t e d the l e v e r s 
to l i n e the eas t s i d i n g - s w i t c h at Dos f o r movement to the 
s i d i n g . He sa id the v i s u a l i n d i c a t o r s i n d i c a t e d tha t the 
appara tus had f u n c t i o n e d p r o p e r l y and t h a t the s i g n a l s 
d i s p l a y e d the p r o p e r a s p e c t s f o r the movement. 

Ex t r a 5571 East d e p a r t e d from Grand J e t . a t 3 a. m. 
I t was s t o p p e d a t Cameo, 17 m i l e s e a s t o f Grand J e t . , to 
meet a wes t -bound t r a i n and then p r o c e e d e d e a s t w a r d . P B t h i s 
t r a i n w-ss app roach ing the p o i n t where the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d 
the e n g i n e e r and the f r o n t brakeman were m a i n t a i n i n g a l o o k o u t 
ahead from the c o n t r o l compartment a t t he f r o n t o f the l o c o ­
m o t i v e . The f i r eman was I n s p e c t i n g o p e r a t i o n o f the equipment 
i n the e n g i n e compartment o f t h e r e a r D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c u n i t . 
The conduc to r and the f l agman were I n the c a b o o s e . The 
h e a d l i g h t was l i g h t e d b r i g h t l y . The b rakes o f t h i s t r a i n 
had been t e s t e d and had f u n c t i o n e d p r o p e r l y when used en 
r o u t e . The f r o n t brakeman s e i d tha t as h i s t r a i n approached 
the wes t end o f the s i d i n g a t Dos s i g n a l 3996 i n d i c a t e d 
Approach , and b o t h he and the e n g i n e e r c a l l e d t h i s i n d i c a t i o n 
t o each o t h e r . A f t e r the l o c o m o t i v e passed the wes t s i d i n g -
s w i t c h he opened the window and i n s p e c t e d the t r a i n as i t 
moved on the c u r v e . Soon a f t e r w a r d he g l a n c e d eas tward and 
o b s e r v e d t h a t s i g n a l 3988 i n d i c a t e d S t o p . He c a l l e d the S top 
i n d i c a t i o n , and then resumed h i s o b s e r v a t i o n toward the r e a r 
o f the t r a i n . Because he was l e a n i n g ou t the window o f the 
c o n t r o l compartment he d id not know whether the e n g i n e e r c a l l e d 
the s i g n a l I n d i c a t i o n . He e s t i m a t e d the speed was about SO o r 
25 m i l e s p e r hour when he comple t ed h i s i n s p e c t i o n o f the 
t r a i n and c l o s e d the compartment window. A t t h i s t ime the 
h e a d l i g h t o f t he a p p r o a c h i n g wes t -bound t r a i n i-ras v i s i b l e . 
The brakeman sa id he e x p e c t e d the e n g i n e e r to a p p l y the b r a k e s 
I n t ime t o s t o p s h o r t o f the s i g n a l , and, s i n c e the e n g i n e e r 
appeared t o be normal and a l e r t , he took no a c t i o n to s top 
the t r a i n . When the speed was no t reduced as the t r a i n c l o s e l y 
approached s i g n a l 3988 he became conce rned , c r o s s e d to the 
r i g h t s i d e o f the c o n t r o l compartment , and warned the 
e n g i n e e r . He sa id tha t the e n g i n e e r d i d not r e p l y , and he 
i m m e d i a t e l y a l i g h t e d f rom the l o c o m o t i v e a t a p o i n t a p p r o x i ­
m a t e l y 900 f e e t wes t o f t he s i g n a l . He d id n o t know whe the r 
the b r a k e s were a p p l i e d b e f o r e the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . The 
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fireman said that the engineer appeared to be in normal 
condi t ion when he l e f t the con t ro l compartment to p a t r o l the 
engine compartments of the uni ts about 30 or 40 minutes be fo re 
the t r a in reached the v i c i n i t y of the point of acc iden t . He 
said that the brakes were app l i ed In emergency a few seconds 
before the c o l l i s i o n occurred. Both the f ron t brakeman and 
the fireman said that there had been nothing unusual in the 
speeoh or ac t ions of the engineer p r i o r to the time the t r a in 
approached s igna l 3988. The engineer was k i l l e d in the 
acc iden t , and i t could not be determined why he f a i l e d to 
opera te h i s t r a in in accordance with the i n d i c a t i o n s of 
s igna ls 3996 and 3988. The members of the crew in the caboose 
said they had observed nothing unusual in the movement of t h e i r 
t r a in between Grand Je t . and Dos. They were not aware of 
anything being wrong u n t i l the brakes were app l i ed in emergency. 

As No, 19 was approaching the po in t where the accident 
occurred the engineer and the fireman were maintaining a 
lookout ahead from the cont ro l compartment a t the f ront of 
the locomot ive , and the members of the t r a in crew were in 
var ious l o c a t i o n s in the cars of the t r a in . The headl igh t 
was l i g h t e d b r i g h t l y . The brakes of this t r a in had been 
tes ted and had functioned p rope r ly when used en rou te . 
The speed of the t r a in was reduced by a s e r v i c e a p p l i c a t i o n 
of the brakes to about 27 miles pe r hour In compliance wi th 
the Approach i nd i ca t i on of s igna l 3963. Signal 3987 i n d i ­
cated Dlverging-Approach, and~the ind i ca t i on was c a l l e d by 
the enginemen, The fireman said that he and the engineer 
observed the headl igh t of the approaching east-bound t ra in 
and assumed that the t r a in would be stopped on the main track 
west of the east s i d i n g - s w i t c h . '"Tien the i r t r a i n was approx i ­
mately 750 f e e t east of s ignal 3987 the i n d i c a t i o n of the s igna l 
changed to Stop. The fireman said that the engineer 
Immediately made a further s e r v i c e brake-pipe reduct ion and 
the speed was reduced to about 15 miles per hour, When the 
east-bound t ra in overran the east end of the s id ing and 
passed the s i gna l , the engineer moved the brake v a l v e to 
emergency p o s i t i o n . The fireman said that he c a l l e d a warning 
and entered the engine compartment of the uni t immediately 
before the c o l l i s i o n occurred. The engineer was k i l l e d in 
the acc iden t . 

A f t e r the acc iden t occurred the s ignals i nvo lved were 
found to be d i s p l a y i n g the proper aspects . In spec t ion of 
the t r a f f i c - c o n t r o l machine at Funston was made about 50 
minutes a f t e r the acc iden t occurred . The l e v e r s of the 
machine were found to be l i n e d f o r a westward movement in to 
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the s i d i n r at Dos. The v i s u a l i n d i c a t o r s i n d i c a t e d tha t 
tne s w i t c h l e v e r and the p o s i t i o n o f t h e eas t s i d i n g - s w i t c h 
were not i n c o r r e s p o n d e n c e . The e a s t s i d i n s - s w i t c h a t Dos 
was examined about 1 hour 55 minutes a f t e r the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d , and i t was found that the s w i t c h had been t r a i l e d 
th rough w h i l e l o c k e d In p o s i t i o n f o r a d i v e r g i n g movement 
to the s i d i n g . The t e s t s which were made a f t e r the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d d i s c l o s e d no d e f e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n of the s i g n a l 
a p p a r a t u s . 

A c c o r d i n g to the t ape of the s p e e d - r e c o r d i n g d e v i c e o f 
the l o c o m o t i v e o f Ex t ra 5571 E a s t , t h i s t r a i n pas sed s i g n a l 
3996 a t a speed o f about 35 m i l e s o e r hour . E v i d e n t l y no 
a c t i o n was t aken to r educe the speed of the t r a i n u n t i l an 
emergency a p p l i c a t i o n o f the b r a k e s was made a t a p o i n t 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 540 f e e t west o f s i g n a l 3938. The speed 
was reduced to about 20 m^les p e r hour a t the p o i n t o f 
c o l l i s i o n . 

Can-Be 

Th i s a c c i d e n t was caused by f a i l u r e to o p e r a t e the 
eas t -bound t r a i n i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h s i g n a l I n d i c a t i o n s . 

Dated a t Wash ing ton , D. C , t h i s t w e n t y - s e c o n d 
day o f December, 1953. 

By the Comml s s l o n , Commissioner C l a r k e . 

(SEAL) GEORG-E W. LAIRD, 

S e c r e t a r y . 


